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AREA NEWSLETTER
“We are going to know a new 
freedom and a new happiness…”  

Never in a million years would I have believed I’d
have to go to prison for that promise to come true.
But I did… and it did. For 18 years prior to my

arrest, conviction, and incarceration I’d been in and out of AA. At one time
I’d strung together over nine years of continuous abstinence, and at the time
called it sobriety. The next nine years were periods of a few months of absti-
nence and meetings followed by periods of “self will run riot”. In the course
of those last nine years, I managed to ruin a career, two marriages and many
friendships, and lose my material possessions, my home, my trustworthi-
ness, and finally my freedom — such as it was.

Finally, totally defeated and sufficiently humbled, I was “right sized” to
be teachable. Having had AA in my past, I knew about personal inventories
so while in County Hail, waiting to go to prison, I did one. I realized I had
nothing left. I had nothing left to lose but my life itself. Everything was
gone; but my memories. I then remembered something I’d heard in AA that
Abraham Lincoln is supposed to have said: “Many times I’ve gone to my
knees in prayer simply because I had no where else to go”. So I did the
same. Soon a peace came over me and I remembered something else I’d
heard. That was: “When God is the only thing you have left, you find that
God is enough”. With that awareness I finally, for the first time, really
understood the first three steps and owned them at the bottom of my heart.

One of the things prison gives a convict is time. Plenty of time. This has
afforded me the opportunity to do a 4th step at a depth I had heretofore not
imagined possible. I have been able to “plumb the depths” and really get
down to causes and conditions. The outcome was ego deflating and further
helped in getting me “right sized”. It turns out I’m no different than the
alcoholics described in the Big Book: “selfishness, self-centeredness. That, 
(I saw) was the root of all (my) troubles.”

When I arrived at Airway Heights I started going to meetings. At first I
sat and listened. I’m a bit older than most of the other prisoners and in my “magical, magnifying mind” I thought
none of them would want to hear anything I had to say. Besides, how could I trust myself to be honest? Hadn’t I
been here before and thrown it all away? In time I realized I’d not been here before. The first time through, I was
learning the language. I was “talking the talk” so well I couldn’t see or hear that I was not “walking the walk”. Now
there is o payoff for being good at AA. The only reward is recovery. The only payoff in here for “practicing these
principles in all our affairs” is the serenity and peace that comes as a result thereof.

And all the promises of Chapter 6 have come true. I came to AA to find answers and make a new start. In AA I
found God and though I’m in prison, I know “a new freedom and a new happiness” better than anything I’ve felt
before. And I’m deeply grateful that God loved me so much that, even though I’d given up on Him, He kept trying
to get my attention until He let me put myself in a place where I was forced to slow down and listen enough to
heard His message of love, forgiveness and hope. For that I am grateful to be an alcoholic and a prisoner. The “pay-
off” is really worth what it took me to get it.   —”Big Bill”
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Hello Fellow Travelers: This
past month is a mixed bag.
On one hand I have had

such great receptions where I have
gone for Delegate’s reports and other
events in the Districts in the Area. I
have traveled a few thousand miles
since I got back from the Confer-
ence. What a great experience it has
been to crisscross the area giving
reports and participating in our mir-
acle of life. And then last week I
sent out an announcement via email
to the Area Committee, that one of
the hard working staff members at
GSO had finally succumbed to his
fight with cancer. Bill Archer who
some of you knew from his visits to
our Area and from phone conversa-
tions as he changed positions at
GSO. The first time I met Bill was
when he was here in Area 92 as part
of the contingent from GSO for our
Special Forum, he was Public Infor-
mation Staff at the time and
answered some pointed questions
from members of our Area. Bill was
this years Conference Coordinator
and only a few knew I guess just
how Ill he was. We heard that he
had re-entered the hospital shortly
after the conference. Some of us saw
him at PRAASA this past year in
Irvine as the Saturday night speaker.
Bill’s family and his friends at GSO
and in the fellowship are in our
prayers. We received word at the
conference that the beloved Robert
Smith Jr. (Smitty) had passed away.
This is old news but many of us
remember Bob Jr. as speakers at AA
and Alanon events all over the
country. We have now said goodbye

to the last of the family members
who were there. Should you still
want to send a card please call me
for the details. I will not put his
wife’s address in the newsletter. 
Thanks to all the Districts that are
sending me the District highlights
and newsletters, believe me I do
read them so don’t stop. 
I want to thank Dave the Alternate
Delegate who has traveled with me
to most of the reports and it has
been really nice to have the compa-
ny on some of the longer trips as we
listen to AA tapes and trudge this
road. I think he could probably give
the report for me now. My wife
Patsy even had a few words at one
of the reports about her experiences
at meetings in New York where she
was so graciously attended to by the
members of the New York Inter-
group. 
As I mentioned in my report each
week we get the correspondence
from GSO and this past month is no
different. We received the Advisory
Actions and additional Considera-
tions which I sent to the Area Com-
mittee to be shared with the Dis-
tricts. The final reports will be out
probably in September. 
By the time you read this you are
probably on your way to the PNC
which as you might recall was voted
on by the Area to continue to sup-
port. Our support because of that
vote will mean that if we don’t sup-
port it one way by participating we
will in another by paying the bills
should there be a shortfall. I have
been told that we are currently
behind in registrations from what

was anticipated since it is such a
great experience and there has been
so much work done by the commit-
tee to promote the conference. But
who knows we are notoriously late
for things and maybe everyone is
waiting to register at the door. See
you there. Next is the Pacific
Regional Forum in Portland, what a
great way to get to meet and know
the Staff, and General Service Board
representatives of your General Ser-
vice office, and the Grapevine
Office.
There is a Vacancy for an Non
Trustee Director of AA Grapevine
Board in 2005. The Board of
Trustees has requested that the AA
Grapevine Board’s recommendation
for this position be presented to the
Trustees’ nominating committee for
review at its January 2005 meeting.
Since resumes need ot be screened
and applicants interviewed by mem-
bers of our Corporate Board in a
timely fashion, the process must
begin well in advance. They plan to
review resumes in early September
in order to schedule interviews dur-
ing the autumn. Completed
Resumes are to be submitted by
August 13, 2004. There are 5 con-
siderations to qualify for filling the
vacancy. 
Sound business or professional
background…
•Leadership qualities and ability to
work with others in a group con-
science
•Activity in AA service
•A minimum of 7 years of sobriety

(continued on page 4)
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From G$O...
Prudent Reserve: DOWN
Literature Prices: UP



As Alt-Delegate for WSEA 92 I
have two jobs. One is to be
prepared to step in for the

Delegate if needed plus assist the
Delegate in his duties. In order to be
prepared and ready to take over for
Mike if need be he and I spend a lot
of time communicating. We are on
the phone several times a week plus
we travel together to various events.
This gives us a chance to talk about
the conference and other events that
affect AA as a
whole. In fact we
spend a good deal of
time talking about
AA as whole. Mike
and I have worked
together for several
years in the service
of Area 92. This
makes communica-
tion a natural thing
for us. We don’t
always agree, but
we have found that
when we talk things
over and express
our selves and how
we feel or what our
experience has been
we seem to come up
with a good
approach that we
would not have got-
ten on our own.
This turns out to be
a sort of mini group
conscience that we can use to help
us fulfill our duties as trusted ser-
vants for the Area.

The other hat I where in the Area
is Registrar, or group record keeper.
My duties in this position are to
keep the area group records up to
date.  The General Service Office
keeps the group records in a date
base called Delegate Area. We have a
new program this year that is an
Access Program. We use this pro-
gram to exchange information with

GSO. I get the group information
changes from the DCM or the groups
and make the changes in Del-Area.
When I feel I have all the latest
updates made I export the data to a
floppy disk and send it back to New
York. They import it to their data-
base and send me an updated disk,
which I then import into our Area
Data Base.

We have another database
in the Area. It is for the Newsletter

Editor and is on an
Excel spreadsheet.
Phil and I are work-
ing to keep this
updated. I am making
updates right now to
the Excel spreadsheet
to make sure it has
the latest changes
that I have made to
the Del-Area.  I am
crossing checking the
two databases and
will get the informa-
tion back to Phil M.
our Newsletter Edi-
tor. Phil has been
working hard to have
an accurate mailing
list for the Newslet-
ter. It is a big job and
our information is
only as good as we
are able to get it from
the groups and the
districts. I feel that

most of the districts have done a
very good job of getting the informa-
tion to us. We are just six months
into this Panel and most of the hard
work is done as far as group records.
I am still learning how to do the
Registrar job and expect to have it
figured out about two days before I
rotate. I will spend some more time
next month talking about group
records and the Newsletter database.
Yours in Service,
Dave     

Delegate Alternate Report

A Tale of 
Two Hats
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in the AA program
•Availability to attend all quarterly
and planning meetings of the AA
Grapevine (a total of up to eight per
year), quarterly meetings of trustees’
to which Corporate Board Directors
are appointed, and the General Ser-
vice Conference for on week each
year. Additionally, directors may be
called upon to attend interim sub-
committee or other meetings and,
occasionally, to represent AA
Grapevine at Regional Forums or
other AA functions. 
Delegates must have rotated a mini-
mum of one year before applying for
this position. Therefore, Panel 53
Delegates will not be eligible for
consideration for this opening.

Now for the last bit of infor-
mation as you all know the General
Service Office AAWS has raised the
price of the literature to the price
prior to the sale of the 4th edition.
This is in response to a drop in the
prudent reserve enough to warrant
the increase. I am asking all the reg-
istered groups in the Area to begin
to become self-supporting in regards
to the General Service office. Each
year a registered group has cost
linked to the communication and
participation in general service that
amount to approximately $42.00 per
year or about $3.50 per month per
group. But at least if a group sent
what would be enough to pay for
just the GSR packet $1.25 per
month. Currently 13% of the groups
in Area 92 are contributing to GSO,
down from 18% in 2003.  I hope
that what we can do is not take
from the District or the Area to
make this happen but find the addi-
tional funds to maybe send a small
donation each month to GSO. If you
might wonder where that money
goes a good explanation will during
sharing at the regional forum. It is
our opportunity to help insure that
AA is available to anyone who has a
drinking problem, anywhere, any-
time. See you at PNC. We are so
truly blessed.

In Love and Service, 
Mike McMurtrie

We don’t always
agree, but we have
found that when we
talk things over and
express our selves
and how we feel or

what our experience
has been we seem to
come up with a good

approach that we
would not have gotten

on our own.

❝

❞



Hello from the banana belt of
BC (District 1).  Summer has
arrived with our sunshine

finally! As promised I am devoting
this month’s article to getting ready
for the 2005 International Conven-
tion.  I’m basically condensing the
website information in this
article.The International convention
website has been updated this
month. To see it in its entirety
please go to http://www.alcoholics-
anonymous.org/default/en_servic-
es_aa.cfm?pageid=39
For those that don’t have access to a
computer don’t despair!! 
World Services will be mailing out
information to your homegroup’s
GSR in late August or September.  
Since next year’s Convention is
going to be in Toronto there are
some issues that need to be
addressed if you wish to cross the
border.
Ideally US citizens should have a
passport for proof of citizenship,
however, an original or certified
copy of your birth certificate and
photo ID is acceptable. (As a Canadi-
an coming into the States I usually
just bring my birth certificate and
phone ID)  Residents of the US that
are not US citizens must have a
green card.  Depending on what
country other members are from, a
visa may be required.
It is suggested that anyone with
drunk driving or felony convictions
in their past might inhibit their
attendance to the Convention seek
assistance. One way is contact the
Canadian Consulate in Seattle to see
if he or she is admissible to Canada
or to ask what can be done to

become eligible.  Canada considers
all DUI’s/DWI’s as felonies.  A 2001
law allows most people with one
DUI/DWI occurring 10 years ago or
more to been deemed eligible for
admission to Canada. However, it’s
best to check with a Canadian con-

sulate or embassy office; even some
lesser convictions may prevent
members from entering Canada. It’s
important to check.
Canadian Consulate in Seattle
address is:
Consulate General of Canada
412 Plaza 600 Building
Sixth Avenue and Stewart Street
Seattle WA 98101-1286
Tel (206) 443-1777  Fax (206) 443-
9735

Email: seatl-gr@dfait-maeci.gc.ca
Here are some guidelines that

were provided by a senior official 
of Citizenship and Immigration
Canada:
Application for approval of rehabili-
tation must be made to the nearest
visa office as far in advance of the
event as possible since procession
will likely take several months.
Forms are available on the Citizen-
ship and Immigration Canada (CIC)
website www.cic.gc.ca (to get forms
and applications, see the blue box
under “Help” at the top of the first
page after the language selection
page.  Note: there are fees for pro-
cessing application forms. 
Applicants should write “CONVEN-
TION 2005” prominently in the
upper right hand corner of the appli-
cation in order to allow identifica-
tion since applications of this nature
are not normally processed on a pri-
ority basis.
Applications must be completed
fully and accurately and all support-
ing documentation must be attached
to minimize delays in processing.
No guarantees can be given but visa
offices will do everything possible to
process applications in advance of
the event if they are properly identi-
fied and properly completed.
Some additional sites that may be
helpful:
Website: US Dept. of State Passport
Information:
http://travel.state.gov/passport_serv-
ices.html
Website: Tips for Travelers to Cana-
da-General Information:

(continued on page 5)
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From
Where 
I Sit...

The Area Chair
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If you have any
questions on your
forms and if they
are filled out cor-

rectly, let me
know, in my

other life I do
similar work and
I would be more

than happy to
help.

❝

❞



(continued from page 8)

Treatment

and requested that the Singleness of
Purpose Statement currently used in
six CPC pamphlets be included in
the Treatment Facilities Workbook
and that the Fall/Winter 2002 and
Fall 2003 issues of About AA be
included in the Treatment Facilities
Kit.

The committee requested that
the A.A.W.S. Board review the price
of the Treatment Facilities Kit.

The committee discussed Treat-
ment Facilities area and district
committee service work at homeless
shelters, halfway houses, outpatient
treatment programs, and nursing
homes.  Committee sharing indicat-
ed that in some areas Special Needs
or Cooperation With the Profession-
al Community Committees contact
nursing home personnel; in other
areas, Treatment Facilities Commit-
tees perform this valuable service
work.

The committee discussed Bridg-
ing the Gap activities, which also
reflected a wide range of experience.
The committee discovered that in
some areas the Treatment Facilities
Committee and Correctional Facili-
ties Committee do their own Bridg-
ing the Gap work and in other areas
a separate Bridging the Gap commit-
tee has this responsibility. 

The committee requested that
the Treatment Facilities staff person
request further shared experience on
the scope of Treatment Facilities
Committee activities from areas, dis-
tricts, and intergroups/central offices
in the U.S. and Canada.

The committee discussed ways
of carrying A.A’s message of single-
ness of purpose, which includes
mailing letters and making visits to
treatment facilities professionals,
and conducting workshops for A.A.
members and professionals on what
A.A. is and is not.
Love in Service 
Stan Thompson 

(continued from page 4)

“From Where I Sit...” The Area Chair

http://travel.state.gov/tips_canada.html
Website: Immigration Services Provided by Canadian Offices in the United
States
http://www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/can-am/menu
en.asp?act=v&mid+1&cat=4&did=391
A useful Website: Persons Who are Inadmissible to Canada- This site out-
lines some of the procedures that might be taken by individuals who have
a criminal conviction in their past to possibly gain entry into Canada and
lists some of the documentation that my be required by a Canadian Visa
Office to process a Temporary Resident Permit (a short and/or one time
only visit) or approval of Rehabilitation Application
http://www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/can-am/menu-
en.asp?act=v&mid=1&cat=4&did=397

The most up to date informational FACT SHEET from the Canadian
Government regarding entry to Canada of foreign nationals with criminal
convictions or equivalent is http://www.aa.org/default/en_pdfs/en_fact-
sheetinfoCanada.pdf

If you have any questions on how to proceed let me know. If you have
any questions on your forms and if they are filled out correctly, let me
know, in my other life I do similar work and I would be more than happy
to help.  I won’t guarantee my work, but I do guarantee to help!  My email
address is badbacklady@yahoo.ca

So if travel to Canada is difficult for some US members why are we
holding an International Convention in Toronto?
Well, same thing applies here, we have members in Canada that are unable
to attend functions in the US.  Since 1950 the General Service Structure of
Alcoholics Anonymous in the US and Canada has been made up of the
two countries and we function as one entity is spirit and in service to the
AA fellowship (something like Area 92!!!)

Reservations for rooms won’t be open until November of this year.  If
50 of us are coming together from the same area, can we be in the same
hotel?  They do make an effort to accommodate group housing.  There is a
separate procedure for this to ensure fairness while trying to meet our
needs.  For those needing 25 rooms or more contact (212) 870-2222 or
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Hi, Area Treasurer here.
All is going well down , up, by, or over, depending on where you live,

from my neck of the woods. Looking forward to seeing all at the quarterly.
Still receiving donations. Please DCM's, if you would mention at your dis-
trict meetings, the address change for sending the donations. 

Kitti Potter 16493 Frey Rd Ephrata Wa 98823
As of June 9th, we have had money come in and money go out. The bal-

ance in quicken is  $5,548.16. Total inflows so far for this quarter are
9482.20. Total expenses 5914.44. 

That’s all I have. 
Yours in service, 
Kitti

9922TREASURER
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There’s Still
Time to Get
A Piece of
the ROCK!

The Pacific Northwest Conference
(PNC) is a wonderful experience

and officially hosted by Area 92.
Let’s show Oregon that we can put
on a better show that they can. 

If you have not sent your regis-
trations or made your reservations
for the PNC get them made ASAP.
Flyers have been sent all over the
Area and have been on the website
for almost a year. 
http://www.area92aa.org/areainfo/s
chedule.php

What an experience for new
GSR’s and old GSR’s and everyone
who is in AA for that matter. Hey
the Districts should at least be send-
ing the DCM’s to be a part of this
great experience.

We are once again depending on
the hotel reservations to help offset
the cost of the meeting rooms, etc.
One way or another Area 92 will
pay if we are not successful in get-
ting more people signed up for PNC.
Our area voted to continue to be a
part of PNC and with that comes the
responsibility of getting people to
go so that we have a successful con-
ference as far as self support goes. 

The last count I heard was still
small with all of the mailings and
outreach we have done we should
have many more. I hope that you
have all been talking it up in your
districts and in your groups. 

This conference although small
has been a dynamite conference and
the saying PNC Rocks is really true
it was very inspirational the last 2
years for sure. 

I may be preaching to the choir
but the people here in my office I
don’t think are very interested, so I
haven’t asked. 

In Love and Service, 
Mike

Hello Area 92, I’m Mike, your alcoholic Archivist.  This last month has
been fairly busy.  I have been working on updating the traveling display

with some additions such as a Grapevine display commemorating the 60th

birthday of the magazine.
I also attended the Delegate’s Report held in Lewiston.  If you haven’t

had a chance to hear Mike’s report yet, I urge you to attend when he is in
your area.  It was very informative and I thought Mike did an excellent job
of presenting it.

On June 5th, I attended the Combined Quarterly held in Yakima.
Among the business discussed was an Archives Workshop.  We have quite a
few new District Archivists and it would be a valuable tool to help them get
started.  As this will take some time to get materials together, March of 2005
was suggested as a good time to have it.  As soon as I have everything lined
out, I will send a flyer to all the District Archivists.

I am currently trying to comprise a list of all the District Archivists or a
contact person for each District.  Hopefully, I will be able to complete this
list at the July Quarterly.  In the meantime, please don’t hesitate to call me
if I can be of any service to you or if you have any questions.

I would like to receive any District Newsletters, Minutes, Flyers, etc.
that I could add to the Area Archives.  I would also be very interested in
any activities that you are having in your District.  The traveling display is
also available and I would really enjoy bringing it to any indoor function
that you might be having in the near future.

Don’t forget the July quarterly, to be held in Colville on July 9th and

10th.  The Archives display will be set up and I will be looking forward to
seeing you there.

Yours in Service,
Mike Bare

9922ARCHIVES

Hello All...

I have not had my computer for over a month. I crashed. But getting on
with life, We had a great quarterly. I had the great opportunity to show
three people what we have available and share how important the Litera-
ture is. 

We made a great poster for the Grapevine 60th Anniversary. All in all
we enjoyed our day. I have had my one quarterly for this year, so start
thinking of ideas for the next one. Sorry this is so short, I’ll do better next
month. See you at the Area July Quarterly in Colville. 
YIS 
Paula

9922GRAPEVINE & LITERATURE



Greetings fellow members,

Clint here with news from the Corrections Committee. I am an Alcoholic
by the way. 
During the last few weeks I received a request for big books from the facility
at Orofino, and was able to get the books ordered and sent on to them.
Thanks to Les M. who helped pass the message and get me in contact with
them.  I am hoping to get to visit some of our larger facilities.

I haven’t received any Bridge requests through the new address yet so
maybe it isn’t getting passed along to the members behind the walls. The
new permanent address for Corrections Bridge Program is:  

Area 92 Alcoholics Anonymous 
Corrections Bridge Program
PMB 62
4235 So Cheney-Spokane Rd.  Ste 1
Spokane, Wa.  99224-9661

You can contact me for Bridge application pamphlets any time. All Con-
tact info is in the Area 92 directory or you can write me at the bridge
address. Please help me get the new bridge address to all the facilities. Our
primary purpose is to carry the message.

I really enjoyed the combined quarterly in Yakima it was well attended
on the whole but I would have liked to see more Corrections representation.
We discussed “Sharing behind the Walls” an inmate to inmate sharing pro-
gram and we worked on a motion to be presented at the July area quarterly.
As always I came away with my batteries recharged and eager to serve.

I can’t help you if you don’t let me know what you need.

Yours in service,
Clint

july  20048 area92 newsletter 

Hello all thank you District 6-20 for hosting the Standing Committee
Quarterly June 5th it was a real feeling of fellowship in AA. 

Jeff Leitenberg is the Area Alt Treatment Chair.
In the Treatment committee meeting we had a lot discussed on Panels

and AA meeting going in to the treatment centers and keeping with in the
Traditions it was strongly suggested however that we “AA” take time with
the facility administrators to discuss “What AA is and AA is Not”. We also
discussed some of the problems in other treatment committees. And the
Singleness of Purpose Statement that will be included in the Treatment
Workbook from the CPC pamphlets.

Some of the attending district treatment chairpeople will be talking
with each other in hopes of a possible combined district treatment meeting

in the near future. We will keep
everyone up to date on that. As with
most AA event, there will be lots of
food and fun.

District 10 reports that Central
Washington Comprehensive Mental
Health (CWCMH) now has a fully
stocked AA Literature Rack in the
back room, where the new AA meet-
ing is held on Thursday’s at 2pm.
PI/CPC donated the rack and C&T is
donating the literature (& the volun-
teers). This meeting is an example of
how communication and coopera-
tion is of vital importance between
different A.A. service committees,
and at different levels (Area, Dis-
trict), and between Trusted Servants,
and the professionals we work with
in our community, and how this can
all come together and pay off in the
final outcome where we actually see
the result of the AA message being
carried weekly, not only to where it
we thought there was a need, but as
it turns out, it was wanted. This AA
meeting has been quite successful
thus far. It has been an honor and a
privilege to be a part of the forma-
tion of this meeting from the idea
stage to the on-going communica-
tion stage (which is an ever present
& evolving need with this type of
AA meeting). This has been a
tremendous learning experience in
service for me.   I am grateful for the
active service committees in District
10, Area 92 Committee, and all or
our dedicated AA members and
trusted servants, for without them
this meeting could not be. Thanks to
all of you who have supported this
most rewarding endeavor in love
and service. Kelly
District 8

Talked about Singleness of Pur-
poses. Mock panel will be at the
Farragut Campout July 15-18 2004
from 9 am Saturday The panel
demonstration will be with asking
question. We will also be talking
about Bridge the Gap and Bridging
the Gap programs. 

From the Conference Committee
on Treatment Facilities 
The committee reviewed the Treat-
ment Facilities Workbook and Kit 

(continued on page 9)
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