
Panel 71 General Service Conference 2021

Area 92 - Agenda Item Review Summary

District: Group Name:

Team Name: VII. Policy & Admissions

Conference Committee -
Item

Policy & Admissions - Item  G

Agenda Topic: G.  Consider a request that a procedure be drafted for appealing a ruling by a
General Service Conference chair.

Historical Context:
Why is this item on the
Agenda?

Definitions
Appeal: Law. b. (in a legislative body or assembly) a formal question as to the correctness of a ruling by a

presiding officer.
Incidental: 1. happening or likely to happen in an unplanned or subordinate conjunction with something

else.
History
The submitter letter from Area 29 presents the motion and its path to approval within the area. Area 29
also provided “Key Points, Relevant Details and Final Conclusion” which contains documented references
to the Traditions, Concepts, and to a recent edition of Robert's Rules of Order.
December 2020 (Proposed motion letter to GSC Coordinator)
Area 29, Maryland adopts this agenda item to request a procedure be drafted to appeal a ruling by the
Conference Chair. This procedure may include that the Chair may provide an explanation as to such ruling
and the process for challenging a ruling of the Chair as defined in Robert's Rules of Order.
Robert’s Rules of Order – Appeal
A motion to appeal is considered by Robert’s Rules of Order to be an “Incidental” motion. Incidental
motions relate to procedure and not directly to the question on the floor. They are “incidental” to the
main motion, brought about by chance in the process of the meeting. When an incidental motion is made,
it must be acted upon before business can continue. Incidental motions have no rank among themselves
and may be applied to any main motion. They are decided as they arise.
Appeal is the motion that allows any two members to counter what they feel is an incorrect or unfair
ruling of the Chair.  This motion, if seconded, requires the Chair to submit the ruling to the vote of the
group. The group may vote in favor of the ruling of the Chair or they may vote against the ruling, reversing
it. Special parliamentary rules that apply to a motion to appeal are: 1-The motion requires a second. 2-The
motion is debatable, but the debate has limits. No member is allowed to speak more than once, except
the Chair, who speaks first in defense of the ruling and may again speak at the end, immediately before the
vote. 3-The motion can not be amended. 4-A majority vote is required to reverse the ruling of the Chair.
5-The motion can be reconsidered.
Why is this item on the agenda?
To have the PAC review and consider developing a policy and procedure for appealing a ruling of the GSC
Chair
Comment:  Delegate P58 -  I believe that the Robert’s Rules of Order motion to appeal is
sufficient to address the issue of appealing the ruling of the GSC Chair and that no GSC policy or
procedure needs to be developed or implemented.

What does the
Delegate need to
know?

Should the Delegate support development and/or  implementation of a policy and  procedure for
appealing the ruling of the GSC Chair?
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Preference?

Support/Oppose:

Add Comment(s):


