
Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of men and women 

who share their experience, strength and hope with each 

other that they may solve their common problem and help 

others to recover from alcoholism.  The only requirement 

for membership is a desire to stop drinking.  There are no 

dues for fees for AA membership; we are self-supporting 

through our own contributions.  AA is no allied with any 

sect, denomination, politics , organization or institution; 

does not wish to engage in any controversy, neither endors-

es nor opposes any causes.  Our primary purpose is to stay 

sober and help other alcoholics to achieve sobriety. 

 

 Reprinted with permission of A.A. World Services, Inc. 
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September, 1999 

Hello to all, 

 

Just a brief note to update 

you on several items: 

 

1) The General Service 

Board approved our re-

quest to hold a Special Fo-

rum in Area 92. We have 

the choice of the first or 

second weekend in Janu-

ary, 2001 with one day in 

Spokane and one day in 

Yakima.  It will be a busy 

year for us since we will 

also host PRAASA in 

March, 2001. 

 

2) I just received 4 big box-

es of final Conference Re-

ports.  I will be distributing 

these to each DCM at the 

pre-assemblies and they 

will make sure that each 

GSR receives one for their 

group. 

 

3) Also, I just received 

several copies of registra-

tion materials for the Inter-

national Convention.  They 

will be mailed in Septem-

ber.  However, I will bring 

copies to the pre-

assemblies for those of you 

wishing to get a head start 

or for those of you who do 

not receive them. 

Jim Clough, our Pacific 

Region Trustee, sent the 

following report on the 

July General Service Board 

meeting.  As you can see, 

Jim is very thorough in 

communicating and I knew 

you would all want to read 

his report.  Jim will be at-

tending our Assembly so 

be sure to take the oppor-

tunity to welcome him and 

visit with him.  He has a 

wealth of information to 

share. 

 

With love in service, 

Ginger 

Ginger Rhoades Bell 

Panel 48 

 

To Pacific Region Dele-

gates and friends in the 

Fellowship, 

 

I hope this report finds you 

all happy, joyous, and free.  

I have just returned from 

the Summer AAWS and 

General Service Board 

Meetings.  It is hard to 

believe I have already be-

gun my second year of ser-

vice as Pacific Region 

Trustee.  This is the first 

board meeting of the new 

panel, and we welcomed 

four new incoming trus-

tees;  Alex Palmer, Trustee

-at-Large for Canada; Beth 

Rabren, Southwest Region-

al Trustee; Tony Tashner, 

Northeast Regional Trus-

tee; and Greg Tobin, Gen-

eral Service Trustee.  

There is a great article in 

the latest (Aug/Sept) issue 

of Box 459 giving some 

background on each of 

them. 

 

I traveled to New York on 

Wednesday (7/28/99) and 

experienced  what appears 

to be the normal summer 

delays when flying into the 

Northeast  metropolitan 

section of the country.  I 

took advantage of the extra 

day to visit G.S.O. on 

Thursday to meet with staff 

and other department per-

sonnel.  My assignments 

this year include a director-

ship on the A.A.W.S. 

Board, along with assign-

ments on the Services, 

Publications, and Nominat-

ing Committees of that 

board; Chair of the Trus-

tee’s Committee on the 

Conference; member of the 

Trustee’s Literature Com-

mittee; and member of the 

Big Book Fourth Edition 

Sub-Committee. 

 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Post It! 

S E PT EM BE R NEWS LE T TER  

CONFIDENTIAL 

This is a confidential document for AA members 

only.  It contains member’s last names, addresses 

and telephone numbers. 

 

PLEASE RESPECT OUR ANONYMITY 

 

The newsletter is distributed free to all Area 

Officers, DCMs, GSRs of registered groups, Past 

Delegates, Pacific Regional Trustee and GSO.  

However, the Newsletter is intended to be shared 

with all members of the fellowship.  Home groups 

or individuals may subscribe if they would like 

their own copy. 

 
GSRs- PLEASE SHARE THE NEWSLETTER WITH YOUR GROUP. 

WASHINGTON STATE EAST AREA 92 

NEWSLETTER  

is published monthly by the Washington State East 

Area 92 Area Assembly of Alcoholics Anonymous to 

provide communication within the membership of 

AA.  Opinions expressed are not to be attributed to 

Alcoholics Anonymous as a whole, nor does  

publication of any article imply endorsement by 

Alcoholics Anonymous, or Washington State East 

Area, except when Conference-approved publications 

are quoted.  Articles from A.A. World Service, Inc.

(AAWS) and the A.A. Grapevine, Inc. (as well as 

other publications) appearing herein are reprinted 

with permission. 

The Deadline for 

Submissions to the 

October issue of the 

Newsletter will be 

September 15.  
If you are from district 

14 and would like to read 

about your district’s His-

tory you will be able to 

find it in the March 99 

issue of the WSEA 92 

Newsletter in the “Our 

History” column pages 9-

10. 



Page 3 

Friday morning and afternoon were 

devoted to AAWS meetings, starting at 

9:00 AM with the Services Committee. 

 

AAWS Services Committee 

 

Staffer Bill Archer who has been as-

signed the Treatment Facilities desk 

gave us a report on Special Needs, for 

which he has also been responsible since 

January, 1999.  As most of you are 

aware there has been considerable inter-

est in this Committee since its inception.  

At the end of 1998 there were a total of 

62 area, district, and other Special 

Needs Committees in the US & Canada.  

Currently that number has risen to 81 

committees.  There has been a request 

from an area for the development of a 

pamphlet beyond the existing AA Service 

Guidelines for Special Needs.  It was 

decided to have Bill (or his replacement 

due to rotation) bring back some prelim-

inary thoughts on a more “visible” pam-

phlet/publication to the September meet-

ing.  It was reported that the AA web site 

incurred 55,800 “hits” in June and al-

most that exact number in May.   

 

 AAWS Publications Committee 

 

There was a report from GSO Publica-

tions Director, Vinnie McCarthy track-

ing unit distribution of books and book-

lets for the first six months showing us 

5% (40,726 units) ahead of budget and 

flat compared with last year.  Sales in-

come in both AA and non-AA sales is 

also flat compared with 1998 and 4.6% 

($220,000) ahead of budget.  Non-AA 

sales represent 21% of our total, the 

same as last year.  The committee was 

shown some preliminary design con-

cepts for dust covers on some of the 

hardback books, and for the new Service 

Manual, which should be out in the Sep-

tember time frame.   

 

AAWS Board 

 

After the regular Friday AA meeting and 

lunch, the AAWS Board meeting was 

convened by Chairperson, Jack Ostrem 

(East Central Regional Trustee).  The 

(Continued from page 1) May minutes were approved as written 

and we heard from our General Manag-

er. 

 

General Manager 

 

Greg welcomed Jacinto Roque Diaz, at 

trustee member of the General Service 

Board of the Dominican Republic who is 

visiting the board this weekend.  He also 

reported that his family is officially 

moved from Hawaii to their New York 

home in Sleepy Hollow, and expressed 

his gratitude to all who made this major 

transition so wonderfully easy. 

 

He restated that the net sales of literature 

for the first six months were ahead of 

budget, and that there is a positive trend 

of increased participation by groups re-

sulting in the contributions being 3% 

ahead of budget. 

 

Greg reported on his trip to Germany 

and Hungary earlier in July.  He also 

reported that the defendant in the Ger-

man General Service Board infringe-

ment matter has filed an appeal after 

being ruled against, and at this time it is 

unsure how long it will take to finalize 

the case.  Legal counsel in Germany has 

written the defendants again, suggesting 

that they sign a declaration to cease and 

desist concerning the foreign language 

editions of Alcoholics Anonymous to 

avoid the possibility of another lawsuit. 

 

Greg has received an invitation from the 

Moscow General Service Board to at-

tend their 12th annual convention in  

Moscow during August and will meet 

with their board and office management 

to discuss ways we might help them with 

their effort to carry the message to the 

still-suffering alcoholic. 

 

As most of you know Richard Bush as 

announced his intention to retire after 11 

years of service on staff.  A search com-

mittee has been formed and they hope to 

fill his position before the end of the 

year. 

 

Finances  

 

Controller, Don Meurer reported on fi-

nances for the six months ending June 

30, 1999.  Attached to this report is a 

summary of income and expenses, along 

with an analysis of sales in comparison 

with last year’s sales for the same peri-

od.  In summary, Gross sales were 

$4,739,265 and after all expenses Gross 

profit from literature was at $2,603,103.  

Contributions received over the period 

were $2,002,842 with interest income at 

$1413, for a Total Revenue figure of 

$4,607,000 or $254,000 over budget.  

Total expenses were $4,361,000 or 

$179,000 over budget,  and net income 

for the period was $246,498, or $75,352 

over budget. 

 

Staff 

 

Lois reminded us that this was her last 

AAWS Board meeting as Staff Coordi-

nator before rotation in September and 

thanked the board for the privilege of 

being able to serve.  Jack also thanked 

Lois for her service and dedication in 

that position.  Lois tells us that the staff 

is going through its normal “rotation 

jitters” in the couple of months before 

rotation, which takes place on Septem-

ber 13th.  Everyone is busy developing 

extensive rotation memos and getting 

their assignments ready to turn over. 

 

Greg Muth, Don Meurer, Doug Richard-

son, Gregg Talley, and Valerie O’Neill 

traveled to Minneapolis July 17-20 to 

participate in meeting planning meetings 

for the upcoming International Conven-

tion.  Many suggestions were received 

after the 1995 convention that have been 

incorporated into the planning for 2000.  

Valerie is now receiving 20-30 phone/e-

mail inquires per day about the Interna-

tional Convention.  There is also infor-

mation available on the convention on 

the AA website at www.aa.org, or 

www.alcoholics-anonymous.org.  More 

on the 2000 Convention in the report on 

the trustees’ committee report.  

 

New Business 

 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Under new business, Joanie Moncrief 

was elected as director and Second Vice

-President of AAWS effective September 

13, 1999 when she will take over that 

position during her rotation to Staff Co-

ordinator.  Lois will take over the Liter-

ature assignment (which was to be taken 

by Richard Bush before his announced 

intention to retire) for one year, and the 

Literature desk will then be filled by 

Valerie O’Neill after she finishes up her 

assignment as coordinator of the 2000 

International Convention. 

 

The next scheduled AAWS meeting is 

September 16, 1999. 

 

Grapevine 

 

The Grapevine Board met Friday morn-

ing at the Crown Plaza Hotel.  For the 

six months ending June 30, 1999, the 

loss on operations (excluding La Vina 

and French Literature Services is 

$97,299 which is $11,311 over budget.  

The loss for La Vina is $29,424 which is 

$5,672 under budget and $4,164 lower 

than the same period last year, and the 

loss for French Literature Services is 

$1,063.  It is hoped that French literature 

will break even by the end of the year, 

but is still experiencing some start up 

loss.  Circulation for La Vina is current-

ly at a six-month average of 7,843, 

which is 343 copies better than our pro-

jected average circulation. 

 

The annual Wall Calendars and Pocket 

Planners are currently in production and 

will be available in September.  Jaime 

Manrique, the Editor of Spanish Re-

sources resigned from the Grapevine on 

July 9 and management is currently 

evaluating that position to determine the 

most effective course to follow in re-

placing him.  Mara Hennessey, the 

Grapevine’s Executive Secretary has 

decided not to return from a leave of 

absence and Maggie Keogh has been 

hired to replace Mara.  Maggie will 

move into the new position of Website 

Manager/Special Projects Coordinator, 

and also assist with circulation. 

 

(Continued from page 3) The board gave initial project approval 

to produce an anthology of Grapevine 

letters in 2001 (as suggested by the 1999 

Conference Grapevine Committee).  The 

board approved a proposal from man-

agement to implement a secure network 

for ordering Grapevine materials on-line.  

This service should be in place in the 

early Fall. 

 

Fourth Edition of the Big Book Sub-

committee   

 

Friday evening was my introduction to 

the subcommittee on the Fourth Edition.  

It was a joint meeting with the outgoing 

members and the new incoming mem-

bers.  Garry McAuley (Western Canada 

Regional Trustee), who remains on the 

subcommittee along with former mem-

bers David Every (Non-Trustee Grape-

vine Director) and Vinnie McCarthy 

(GSO Publications Manager), is chair.  

The new members are Marne Hill 

(Eastern Canada Regional Trustee), 

John Koster (AAWS Non-Trustee Direc-

tor), Beth Rabren (Southwest Regional 

Trustee), myself, and Lois Fisher who 

will replace Doug Richardson at rota-

tion. 

 

Richard Roughton, former chair of the 

subcommittee related the history of the 

committee sharing with us how they 

operated, and other aspects of their evo-

lution and progress.  The new committee 

then decided to read a portion of the 95 

stories that have been selected from the 

over 1200 stories submitted for consider-

ation by the Fellowship, in order to bet-

ter give the new members an introduc-

tion to the process.  We will communi-

cate with each other and meet again dur-

ing the time most of us are in New York 

for the September AAWS/Grapevine 

Board meetings. 

 

The new members of the committee all 

expressed their gratitude to those who 

preceded them for their devotion, dedi-

cation, and example in bringing the pro-

ject to this point.  Having been involved 

with reading a  portion of the stories on 

the first go-around, I have gained some 

perspective on the enormous amount of 

time and effort the committee has ex-

pended. 

 

Finance Committee 

 

The committee voted to include the 

Grapevine Controller as a non-voting 

member of their committee.  That posi-

tion is relatively recent and was not in-

cluded in their Composition, Scope, and 

Procedure document.  Since I have cov-

ered the financial results for AAWS and 

the Grapevine in other sections of this 

report, I will highlight other financial 

information.  

 

There was a report on the Reserve Fund 

showing it had a June 30, 1999 balance 

of $7,377,100 for the purpose of compu-

ting the number of months of operating 

expenses, which represents approximate-

ly nine months of combined operating 

expenses.  After deducting the amount 

required to be recorded for post-

retirement health benefits (FAS 106) and  

adding a provision for prepaid pension 

assets (FAS 87) the Reserve Fund bal-

ance stands at $5,628,800.  The fund is 

currently earning approximately 6.4%. 

 

The AAWS Controller advised the com-

mittee of the possible need for an ad-

vance of $200,000 from the Reserve 

Fund to cover the registration mailing 

for the International Convention.  Those 

funds will be replaced after registration 

fees start to arrive this fall.  Both the 

AAWS and Grapevine Boards, after 

reviewing the Auditors comments, rec-

ommended an increase in the operating 

levels of their working capital to 

$1,100,000 and $250,000 respectively.  

These funds will enable them to operate 

more prudently and should actually save 

us some money. 

 

The committee was advised that the Re-

tirement Committee for AAWS and The 

Grapevine Employees’ Retirement Plan 

voted to retain a new actuary.  As you 

may remember the old actuary made an 

error in reporting last year.  The commit-

tee voted to employ the Manchester 

Benefits Group as actuaries for the plan 

(Continued on page 5) 
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year starting January 1, 2000 at a consid-

erable savings to us. 

 

Archives Committee 

 

The Archives Committee met at 7:00 

AM on Sunday morning (one hour earli-

er than usual) because of an unusually 

large work load.  Class A Trustee Linda 

Chezem is Chair of this year’s commit-

tee and Jan Polek (AAWS Non-Trustee 

Director) was selected as Vice-

chairperson.   

 

The committee reviewed the current 

archives policy on the co-founders ano-

nymity.  Although the co-founders ano-

nymity was broken on a number of occa-

sions in the past, the committee agreed 

that anonymity is the primary spiritual 

foundation of our Fellowship.   The 

committee reaffirmed the GSO Archives 

Policy that we maintain the anonymity 

of all members, living or dead, including 

the co-founders, at the level of public 

media. 

 

Plans for Archives representation at the 

2000 International Convention were 

reviewed.  Along with two meetings/

workshops “Collective Vision I and II”, 

the Archives will have a 20’ x 20’ booth 

near Registration in the Convention Cen-

ter for display of archival material.  This 

booth will be staffed in two hour shifts 

by 4 – 5 people to assist visitors, answer 

questions about archives, and briefly 

describe the nature of archival service.  

A letter asking for volunteers to staff the 

booth will be sent out in October to all 

Area Archivists.  As in the past the Re-

gional Trustees will be invited to  make 

suggestions for participants the two Col-

lective Vision panels. 

 

Progress on the update/remake of the 

Archives video “Markings on the Jour-

ney” was reviewed.  Comments on the 

rough draft from the members of last 

year’s committee have been collected, 

additional comments were solicited from 

this year’s committee, and some com-

parative estimates will be brought back 

to the committee meeting in October for 

(Continued from page 4) action. 

 

Judit Santon, GSO Archivist reported 

that in August, an audio material preser-

vationist will evaluate the Archives 

stored audio materials on August 12th, 

and give her a cost and time estimate for 

their preservation.  It was felt that finan-

cial concerns should not limit our efforts 

to proceed with the preservation of the 

materials. 

 

Trustees Committee on the General 

Service Conference 

 

The committee met first thing Saturday 

morning with three members held over 

from last year, and three new members 

including the two new regional trustees.  

Tony Tashner, Northeast Regional Trus-

tee was approved at vice-chairperson 

and assured me he would assist me in 

any way I asked, and pray for my contin-

ued good health in my position as Chair.  

In her staff report, our rotating secretary 

Joanie Moncrief reported that to this 

point the expenses for the 49th Confer-

ence stand $10,786.00 below budget.  

She expressed her gratitude to the com-

mittee for their guidance and support 

during her time as Conference secretary.  

The committee also thanked Joanie for 

her wonderful dedication and service to 

this committee and the Conference.  

Susan Ulseth will be Conference Coordi-

nator for the 50th General Service Con-

ference, and secretary to this committee. 

 

The committee members had received as 

background the Summary of 1999 Con-

ference Evaluations and also “notes” 

from the May 4th GSO Sharing Session 

on the 49th Conference.  From that 

shared experience, the committee was 

aware of several suggestions for improv-

ing the flow of the Conference, includ-

ing concerns expressed that there was 

insufficient time for the Joint (dinner) 

Meetings of the two Conference Second-

ary Committees; that the stacking of 

Conference committee meetings on 

Monday afternoon and Tuesday morning 

allowed little leeway for a Committee 

that needed additional time to consider 

agenda topics among other suggestions 

and had a good sharing session on these 

topics concerning the planning for the 

50th Conference. 

 

After discussion, the consensus of the 

committee was to ask the secretary to 

prepare a preliminary agenda the 50th 

Conference with the opening session on 

Sunday, April 30, 2000, and to reflect 

other suggestions of the committee.  

This preliminary agenda would be sent 

to the committee as background in ad-

vance of the October 30, 1999 meeting. 

 

The committee noted that the secretary 

plans to follow through with a Confer-

ence Agenda Committee additional con-

sideration which stated “The committee 

asked the staff secretary to prepare a 

letter and form to be sent out annually in 

early September to all Conference mem-

bers to gather suggestions for the Con-

ference theme, presentations and work-

shop topics.”  

 

CPC/Treatment Facilities 

 

CPC 

The committee met  with George Vail-

lant presiding and approved Alex Palm-

er as Vice Chairperson.  The committee 

reviewed and accepted the 1999 exhibit 

lists and the 1998/99 evaluation reports.  

Following a lengthy discussion, the com-

mittee encouraged the CPC staff mem-

ber to continue seeking exhibit opportu-

nities at national professional meetings 

of social workers and members of the 

clergy. 

 

The committee requested that GSO ex-

plore the viability of broadening the dis-

tribution of the Membership Survey 

pamphlet to the professional community.  

The new pamphlet reflecting the 1998 

Membership Survey is ready for distri-

bution.  The committee also suggested 

(Continued on page 6) 
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that the Special Needs materials be giv-

en a more elevated profile in our com-

munication with professionals. 

 

TF   
The committee reviewed the report and 

appreciated the Conference Committee 

on Treatment Facilities’ action to bring 

consistency to the service committee’s 

kit and workbooks.  The committee re-

viewed the annual letter to treatment 

facilities professionals and, with minor 

editorial changes, approved the final 

version for mailing. 

 

Correctional Facilities  

 

The new chairman, Carl Budd welcomed 

all those present.  He commended War-

ren Stafford for service provided to the 

committee and welcomed Adrienne 

Brown, incoming staff secretary.  Linda 

Chezem was appointed as Vice-

Chairperson. 

 

The initial mailing of an informational 

letter from GSO to wardens, superinten-

dents, and other correctional profession-

als was completed on June 17th when 

7,634 letter were mailed to those people 

connected to prisons and jails at the fed-

eral, state, and local levels. 

 

On May 25, 1999, in response to an Ad-

visory Action of the 1999 General Ser-

vice Conference, a letter was sent to all 

delegates, and CF Committee Chairper-

sons explaining the Corrections Corre-

spondence Service (CCS) and asking for 

volunteers to write to inmates on an indi-

vidual basis.  The committee suggested 

the staff secretary contact all area dele-

gates and correctional facilities commit-

tee chairpersons regarding gathering 

“long-timer” stories for possible inclu-

sion in a new draft of the pamphlet “It 

Sure Beats Sitting in a Cell.” 

 

International Committee 

 

Dean Rhinehart, chairman of the com-

mittee opened the committee and talked 

about the challenge of carrying the mes-

sage internationally and working more 

(Continued from page 5) closely with established GSO’s around 

the world in striving to encourage 

emerging countries to develop service 

structures.  He wants to develop some 

guidelines to help other countries to ac-

complish this, in this exciting and inter-

esting time for AA on a global level.   

 

Alex Palmer, incoming Trustee-at-Large 

Canada was named Vice-Chairman and 

Eva Sanchez will replace Richard Bush 

as secretary at rotation.  In his staff re-

port Richard talked about the excitement 

of service on the International Commit-

tee and proffered his belief that there 

would be the type of explosive growth of 

AA in Asia and Africa in the next ten to 

twenty years that we have seen in East-

ern Europe in the last decade. 

 

The committee spent time hearing about 

the many trips that board and staff mem-

bers have taken in 1999 to places that 

include:  Celaya, Mexico; Kiev, 

Ukraine; Stockholm, ; Sweden; Sydney, 

Australia; Reykjavik, Iceland; Brisbane, 

Australia; Santiago, Chile; Tegucigalpa, 

Honduras; Johannesburg, South Africa; 

Lima, Peru; and Kecskemet, Hungary.  It 

was reported that several trips remain 

this year including a trip by Greg Muth 

to meet board members in Russia; Rich-

ard Bush in August to Poland for their 

25th anniversary.  Both our Trustees-at-

Large will attend the meeting of the 

Americas in El Salvador at delegates, 

along with Danny Mooney and Eva 

Sanchez; and Eva and Greg will attend 

the European Zone Service Meeting in 

October, along with a stopover for Greg 

in Finland. 

 

Richard Roughton gave a report on 

pending efforts to have a joint trip with 

France to French-speaking Africa.  

Dean reviewed the financial report for 

the 1998 World Service Meeting, and the 

committee also received reports on cur-

rent translation projects, and on the 

International Literature Fund.  

 

Literature 

 

Chairperson Richard Roughton opened 

the meeting and welcomed the committee 

members and guests, with a special wel-

come to David Sahatdjian the new ap-

pointed committee member, and asked 

Beth Rabren to serve as Vice-Chair. 

 

After some discussion, the chair appoint-

ed a subcommittee consisting of Jan 

Polek, David Sahatdjian, Vinnie McCar-

thy, Tom Jasper, Lois Fisher, with my-

self as chair, to work in conjunction with 

the GSO Publications department to 

develop a pamphlet directed to Black/

African American alcoholics as request-

ed by the Conference Literature Com-

mittee.  Note:  Please spread the word 

that we are looking for recovery stories 

reflecting the experience of Black/

African American alcoholics. 

 

Another subcommittee was formed, 

chaired by John Koster with Beth 

Rabren, David Sahatdjian, Vinnie 

McCarthy and Lois Fisher to work in 

conjunction with the GSO Publications 

department to develop a new pamphlet 

to replace the pamphlet “Time to Start 

Living: to include fewer stories, stories 

more reflective of the current older pop-

ulation and stories focused more on the 

recovery experience of the older member 

as well as having a new title and to be 

published in large print only.  

 

Yet another subcommittee was formed 

consisting of Richard Roughton, John 

Koster, and Lois Fisher to develop and 

bring to the October meeting a draft 

questionnaire soliciting input from all 

conference areas regarding the need for 

continued development of “special inter-

est” literature. 

 

The chairman of the Fourth Edition Big 

Book subcommittee gave a brief report 

of the meeting described earlier in this 

report.  The Literature Committee for-

warded a request to the Trustee’s Com-

mittee on the Conference for an oppor-

tunity for the chairman of the “BB4” 

subcommittee to have time set aside in 

the agenda for the 50th Conference to 

make a progress report on the Fourth 

Edition. 

 

(Continued on page 7) 
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The committee reaffirmed the statement 

from it’s November 1, 1997 meeting 

concerning a draft book of stories 

dropped from the First, Second, and 

Third Editions of the Big Book, which 

stated that no action was taken since 

little progress could be made on the de-

velopment of this book until decisions 

are made relative to the publication of 

the Fourth Edition of the Big Book. 

 

The committee discussed a request from 

the four Quebec Areas to include a sec-

tion in “The AA Group” pamphlet and 

“The AA Service Manual” to describe 

“La Vigne” representatives.  The com-

mittee agreed not to include such a sec-

tion because “La Vigne” is an local 

Area publication. 

 

The committee also considered an area’s 

(CNCA) proposal that the next printing 

of the book, “Twelve Steps and Twelve 

Traditions” include the addition of the 

Twelve Concepts of World Service, with 

a brief synopsis of their contents in the 

style of the pamphlet “The Twelve Con-

cepts Illustrated.”  The committee 

agreed that combining Bill’s writing 

with the text of the pamphlet would be 

inappropriate since the text of the pam-

phlet was not written by Bill.  However 

at its October, 1999 meeting, the com-

mittee will further discuss the possible 

development of a publication that would 

include the Steps, Traditions, and Con-

cepts together in one edition. 

 

As an AAWS director I only sit on two 

other committees, but as you can see the 

Literature Committee alone has enough 

on its plate to keep me very busy.  I am 

looking forward to working on all these 

vital projects. 

 

International Conventions & Regional 

Forums 

 

Chairperson Peter Roach called the 

meeting to order and remarked that the 

committee had an exciting year ahead 

with a full schedule of Regional/Special 

Forums and the 2000 International to 

look forward to.  He asked Alex Palmer 

(Continued from page 6) to serve as Vice-Chairperson of the com-

mittee. 

 

Susan reported on the recent Northeast 

Regional Forum in Altoona, PA which 

was attended by 400 members.  Plans 

are almost completed for the Special 

Forum in San Juan Puerto Rico, and on 

the Navajo Nation in Window Rock, AZ.  

Doug Richardson will rotate into this 

chair in September.   

 

The schedule for 1999 was circulated 

and it was recommended that when 

scheduling future Regional and/or Spe-

cial Forums that there be at least 30 

days between each Forum.  The commit-

tee discussed a request from Washington 

State East (Area 92) for a Special Forum 

to be held in Spokane and Yakima and 

approved it for January 2001.  This will 

fall close to PRAASA which will occur in 

March, 2001, but Special Forums are 

directed to smaller, local populations 

and afford the attendees the unique op-

portunity to be in touch with GSO staff, 

GSB members, AAWS and Grapevine 

Board members. 

 

 

Valerie shared 10 New Activities/

Procedures concerning the 2000 Inter-

national as follows: 

 

1. We are planning a dance on the 

floor of the stadium after both Fri-

day night and Saturday night meet-

ings. 

2. If financially feasible, we will plan 

to produce two souvenir newslet-

ters:  one for distribution Wednes-

day and Thursday at Registration 

area in the Convention Center and 

one for distribution Saturday at the 

Stadium. 

3. Registration and Housing/

Reservation Forms will be available 

for the first time on GSO’s Web Site. 

4. The Registration/Housing Reserva-

tion process is a two-step proce-

dure.  Once people have registered 

they will receive a registration num-

ber.  No one can make a hotel/

housing reservation without a regis-

tration number. 

5. As usual, hotels/housing will be 

assigned by lottery.  The lottery date 

is November 15, 1999 rather than 

October 15, 1999.  This should ena-

ble as many people as possible to 

have the opportunity to be included 

in this lottery which assigns the 

most wanted downtown or lower-

priced properties on a random ba-

sis. 

6. In order to encourage people to 

walk from the Convention Center to 

the Stadium, we will create a new 

activity, “Walk the Walk.”  A blue 

line will be painted on the sidewalk 

from the Convention Center to the 

Stadium.  Local host volunteers will 

create energy and excitement by 

leading AA’s along the walk and 

greeting them with signs “Five 

blocks to go” , “Four blocks to go” 

“Three blocks to go” etc.  Commu-

nications about “Walk the Walk” 

will be emphasized.  It is hoped that 

this activity will encourage approxi-

mately 10,000 attendees to walk and 

to reduce the number of busses 

needed to carry attendees from the 

Convention Center to the Stadium. 

7. In keeping with cutting back on In-

ternational Convention costs across 

the board, stadium production will 

be lean and mean.  We plan to use 

existing Stadium video screens at 

this time. 

8. There will be five to ten rows of 

seats close to entrances at the Stadi-

um reserved to attendees who have 

difficulty with walking or climbing 

stairs. 

9. There will be two rooms set aside in 

the Registration area:  One for non-

English speaking visitors and one 

for attendees with Special Needs to 

help with registration and with 

questions. 

10. There will be two rooms set aside in 

the Hospitality area to provide Ar-

chives and Grapevine information. 

 

The committee recommended that the 

1999 Conference Committee request for 

an inventory and Inventory Report on 

International Conventions similar to the 

(Continued on page 8) 
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1999 Regional Forums Inventory be 

forwarded to the 2000 Trustee’s Com-

mittee on International Convention/

Regional Forums for reporting back to 

the 2001 Conference Committee.  Post-

poning the International Convention 

Inventory at this time would provide for 

more continuity as the 2000 Trustees’ 

Committee would participate in prelimi-

nary 2010 site selection procedures and 

would also be reviewing International 

Convention inventory suggestions.  

 

The committee also recommended that a 

questionnaire with a response envelope 

be mailed to a statistically accurate ran-

dom sample of attendees prior to the 

2000 International Convention.  Re-

sponses to this questionnaire would be 

used as an integral part of Inventory 

discussions by the 2000 Trustees’ Com-

mittee on International Conventions/

Regional Forums. 

 

 

Nominating 

 

The meeting was called to order by 

chairperson Jacqueline Johnston who 

appointed Marne Hill as Vice-

Chairperson.  The committee reviewed 

its calendar through Conference 2000. 

And added an entry for September 1999, 

whereby the subcommittee appointed to 

work on the Class A Trustee search 

would prepare a short list of applicants 

for the Class A vacancy in 2000. 

 

The committee agreed to develop new 

procedures related to appointed commit-

tee members, based on the report and 

recommendations that were developed 

by the GSB at its April, 1999 Sharing 

Session.   

 

The Chairman of the GSB expressed his 

intention to extend the term of service 

Class A Trustees Art Knight and Bob 

Miller by one or two years beyond their 

normal expiration in 2001.  This would 

be done in order to stagger the rotation 

of Class A Trustees because so many of 

their terms are expiring at the same 

time.  This was brought on when the 

(Continued from page 7) term of service was reduced from 9 

years to 6 years in 1993.  Both gentle-

men indicated that they were available, 

if asked, to extend their terms. 

The chairperson appointed a subcom-

mittee of Marne Hill, Dean Rinehart, 

and chaired by Art Knight to conduct a 

search for a Class A Trustee to replace 

Peter Roach who will rotate following 

the 2000 Conference. 

 

Public Information 

 

Chairperson Robert Miller called the 

meeting to order and welcomed all pre-

sent especially the new PI appointed 

committee member, Burke Dykes, and 

staffer Bill Archer who will rotate into 

the secretaries position, now held by Eva 

Sanchez, in September.  Tony Tashner 

was approved as Vice-Chairperson. 

 

Eva reported on some of the numerous 

media inquiries received since the last 

meeting, and also reported that she has 

forwarded information on 21 anonymity 

breaks to area delegates since January 

30.   

 

The chair appointed a subcommittee of 

Burke Dykes, Tony Hurley, Lindajo 

Loftus, with Tony Tashner as chair to 

review existing PI literature for possible 

inclusion of text on anonymity at the 

level of the “internet” and report back 

to the committee in October. 

 

The committee reviewed background 

material from the 1996 and 1998 AA 

Membership Surveys pertaining to Ques-

tion #17 which has to do with physical 

disabilities, and recommended that the 

question be removed based on inconclu-

sive responses in two successive surveys.  

The committee also recommended that 

the Membership Survey Questionnaire 

for the 2001 AA Membership Survey be 

forwarded to the 2000 Conference PI 

Committee for approval.   

 

The committee stressed that they would 

like to see some type of question con-

cerning physical disabilities, but it 

would have to be worded in such a way 

to make the results useful.  

 

General Sharing Session 

 

Pacific Region Trustee Report Jim Clough 
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MOTION 1 

Voting on floor motions presented at 

Area Assemblies should only address 

whether to include them in a subsequent 

Assembly agenda. Assembly floor mo-

tions should not be passed or failed with-

out adequate time for consideration by 

the groups in Area 92. 

 

Background: 

All floor motions are voted on at the 

Area Assembly during new business.  

Some years there have been many floor 

motions requiring lengthy discussion. 

 

If passed: 

New floor motions at the Assembly 

would be tabled and passed on the next 

year’s Assembly Agenda and discussed 

during the year.  Every two years, these 

tabled motions would go to a new slate 

of officers DCMs and GSRs. 

  

If not passed: 

The current practice would continue 

where all motions, both floor and agen-

da, would be decided at the fall Assem-

bly. 

 

 

MOTION 2 

Appointed officer’s meals and lodging 

be reimbursed when needed from the 

Area treasury when attending their own 

quarterlies. 

 

Background: 

Historically appointed officers have had 

to arrange lodging on their own, some-

times staying with one of the fellowship 

or a motel if it is too far to commute 

home on the same day.  Sometimes host 

districts have shouldered this responsi-

bility.  The Area does reimburse ap-

pointed officers mileage to and from the 

committee quarterly. 

 

If passed: 

Appointed officer’s meals and lodging 

would be reimbursed.  The Area budget 

would have to be reviewed and changed 

to accommodate this responsibility. 

If not passed: 

Area appointed officers would still have 

to arrange lodging and meals on their 

own. 

 

 

MOTION 3 

Area 92 fund panel 50 Delegate to 2000 

International in Minneapolis, and to fund 

actual expenses. 

 

Background: 

There has not been an International 

Convention since we became Area 92.  

When we were a part of Area 72, mo-

tions were made beginning in 1979 

through 1995 to fund the current Dele-

gate to the next International Conven-

tion.  The motions were specific for each 

Convention.  Delegates may or may not 

be asked to participate in the Conven-

tion. 

 

The Panel 49 Delegate from Hawaii has 

just completed a survey of the practice 

of 56 Areas.  Of those Areas responding, 

21 do fund their Delegate, 14 Areas do 

not, 2 give the Delegate a fixed annual 

budget which may be used for the Inter-

national, and 3 Areas were in process of 

deciding. 

 

If passed: 

Area 92 will fund the Panel 50 Delegate 

to 2000 International in Minneapolis, 

and to fund actual expenses.  It would 

then be expected that the Delegate at-

tend. 

 

If not passed: 

Area 92 will not fund the Panel 50 Dele-

gate to 2000 International in Minneap-

olis.  The Delegate may wish to attend at 

his/her own expense. 

 

 

MOTION 4 

Area Handbook, Section 2.2, paragraph 

b, be changed to read from sentence 2, 

the facility should be able to hold 350 to 

400 people comfortably and a complete 

audio system with arrangement for re-

cording be made available for recording 

all assembly functions for Archival pur-

poses. 

 

Background: 

Now Section 2.2 reads that the facility 

should be able to hold 250 to 300 people 

comfortably.  We now push the upper 

limit. 

 

If passed: 

Some districts may have a more difficult 

time finding a facility large enough to 

host the Area Assembly because a facili-

ty would have to hold 350 to 400 people 

comfortably. 

 

If not passed: 

The numbers would remain “250 to 300 

people” capacity for Area Assemblies.  

There would be a chance that a host 

committee would have a facility that 

could not hold all those attending com-

fortably. 

 

 

MOTION 5 

The recordings of the speakers at the 

Washington State East Area 92 Assem-

bly are not to be offered for sale. 

 

Background: 

Historically the Assembly speakers are 

taped only for archival purposes.  How-

ever, there has been no written policy.  

Therefore, the host committee, with the 

approval of the speaker, may make the 

decision to have tapes made for sale.  

 

If passed: 

Assembly speakers will be taped only 

(Continued on page 10) 
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for archival purposes. 

 

If not passed: 

The host committee, with the approval 

of the speaker, may make the decision to 

have tapes made for sale.  

 

 

MOTION 6 

Area 92 provide the Delegate with a  

$500 advance for the General Service 

Conference each year, and upon return 

be reimbursed for any reasonable ex-

penses 

 

Background: 

When Area 92 was established, we did 

not know how much money would be 

available to fund the different Area ac-

tivities.  We were conservative in our 

funding.   In 1998, Area 92 was able to 

send a substantial amount of money that 

was in excess of our prudent reserve to 

the General Service Office.  

 

The current Washington State East Area 

Delegate has incurred expenses for ho-

tels and travel each year several hun-

dred dollars in excess of Area and GSO 

funding.  Area 92 provides the Delegate 

with $200 to help with expenses.  Most 

Areas either entirely fund the Delegate 

or fund $500 per year. 

 

If Passed: 

The Delegate would receive an advance 

of $500 prior to the General Service 

Conference annually.  Upon return, any 

reasonable expenses not covered by the 

advance would be reimbursed. 

 

If Not Passed: 

The Area would continue to provide the 

Delegate with $200 to help with expens-

es prior to the General Service Confer-

ence annually.  

 

 

MOTION 7 

Area 92 send $1,000 annually to the 

General Service Office to help defray 

the cost of the Delegate’s attendance at 

the General Service Conference.   

(Continued from page 9)  

Background: 
It costs GSO about $3,000 per year for 

each Delegate to attend the Conference.  

Area 92 is sending GSO the minimum 

requested of $800. 

 

When Area 92 was established, we did 

not know how much money would be 

available to fund the different Area ac-

tivities.  We were conservative in our 

funding.   In 1998, Area 92 was able to 

send a substantial amount of money that 

was in excess of our prudent reserve to 

the General Service Office. 

 

If Passed: 

The Area will send $1,000 annually to 

the General Service Office to help defray 

the cost of the Delegate’s attendance at 

the General Service Conference begin-

ning in the year 2000. 

 

If Not Passed: 

The Area will send $800 annually to the 

General Service Office to help defray the 

cost of the Delegate’s attendance at the 

General Service Conference. 

 

 

MOTION 8 

Area 92 appointed officers be given full 

“Right of Participation: as defined in 

Concept IV. in Area 92 quarterlies and 

assemblies.   

 

Background: 

When Area 92 was still part of Area 72 

this was presented several times.  This 

motion was presented in 1998 in  Area 

92.  Many (most , but not all) Areas do 

allow full “Right of Participation” with 

voting responsibilities to their appointed 

officers.  (See Concept IV & pg.S-94 in 

the Service Manual) 

 

If passed: 

If passed Area Appointed Officers 

would vote & have “Full Right of Partic-

ipation” with 6 elected, 8 appointed and 

21 DCM’s voting at Area Quarterlies.  

This total plus all GSRs would vote at 

the Area Assemblies. 

 

If not passed: 

If not passed the Area 92 voting struc-

ture would continue as it is now with 6 

elected officers and 21 DCM’s voting at 

Area Quarterlies and This total plus all 

GSRs would vote at the Area Assem-

blies. 

 

 

MOTION 9 

Send the Area Newsletter to our dis-

tricts’ newsletter chairperson on a 

monthly basis. 

 

Background: 

Currently the newsletter goes to Area 

officers, appointed chairpersons, DCMs 

and GSRs of home groups at Area cost.  

Past Delegates also receive copies.  The 

motion seeks to encourage participation 

by districts to send material for inclusion 

in the newsletter. 

 

If passed: 

District newsletter chairs 

(correspondents) also would receive 

newsletters.  The cost would amount to 

21 more copies and postage monthly. 

 

If not passed: 

Each district or the district correspond-

ent could foot the cost for the newsletter 

subscription. 

 

 

MOTION 10 

Washington State East Area 92 support 

the Pacific Northwest Conference with 

seed money, if required, not to exceed 

$200.  

 

History: 

In 1946 Bill W. began searching for a 

method for all the groups on the North 

American Continent to participate in the 

decision making process.  Bill saw the 

eventual need for a World Wide Confer-

ence.  He devised a plan that would di-

vide the continent into four quadrants.  

Each quadrant would elect representa-

tives to the World Conference.  The 

Northwest Quadrant would consist of all 

of Canada west of Manitoba and the 

(Continued on page 11) 
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northern tier states west of the Dakotas.  

By 1948 he began talking up his idea of 

a World Conference, but few were con-

vinced of the need.  In a few months, 

however, enough members from British 

Columbia, Oregon and Washington were 

ready to give it a try.  Fifty-eight mem-

bers attended the first Pacific Northwest 

Conference in British Columbia.  Since 

then Idaho and parts of Montana have 

started participating.  Since the begin-

ning, thousands of NW members have 

shared in unity how better to serve A.A. 

 

The purpose of the Pacific Northwest 

Conference is to develop greater unity 

between the members, groups and areas 

of the Pacific Northwest.  To encourage 

the exchange of ideas and experiences 

and provide an opportunity for members 

to discuss pertinent aspects of A.A.  Re-

covery, unity and service should always 

be the primary purpose for each confer-

ence.  The thought of how we can better 

serve Alcoholics Anonymous should nev-

er be compromised. 

 

Background: 

Five areas currently participate and 

support the Pacific Northwest Confer-

ence: 

B.C./Yukon, Idaho. Oregon, Western 

Washington, Washington State East.  

The level of support and participation 

varies among the areas.  There has been 

$500 seed money retained from the pro-

ceeds of each Conference and passed 

along to the next year’s host committee.  

The 1998 committee had only $400 to 

send to the 1999 host committee in B.C. 

Yukon.  The B.C. Yukon Area made a 

loan to the PNWC host committee so 

that deposits and other essential plan-

ning activities could be completed.   

 

An Ad Hoc Committee was formed in 

1998 to explore ways to improve the 

conference.  One of the suggestions was 

for each of the five Areas to contribute 

$200, bringing the total seed money to 

$1,500. 

 

If passed: 

(Continued from page 10) The Pacific Northwest Conference will 

continue with seed monies as determined 

by the other four Areas plus $200 from 

Area 92.  It is possible that some Areas 

might contribute while others do not.  

The $500 original seed money plus $200 

from Area 92 would continue to be 

passed to subsequent host committees. 

 

If not passed: 

The Conference will continue with seed 

monies as determined in each of the oth-

er four Areas.  It is possible that some 

Areas might contribute while others do 

not.  The $500 original seed money 

would continue to be passed to subse-

quent host committees. 

 

 

MOTION 11 

Fund the Washington State East Area 92 

Delegate and Chairperson to the Pacific 

Northwest Conference annually except 

in the years that an International Con-

vention is held.    

 

Background: 

Five areas currently participate and 

support the Pacific Northwest Confer-

ence: 

B.C./Yukon, Idaho. Oregon, Western 

Washington, Washington State East.  

The level of support and participation 

varies among the areas.  Three areas 

fund the Delegate and Chair.  The Dele-

gate and Chair of each area are the vot-

ing members of the Pacific Northwest 

Conference and represent their respec-

tive areas at the Pacific Northwest Con-

ference business meeting held annually 

at the conference.  Occasionally the Del-

egate or Chair from an area cannot at-

tend and will designate another area 

officer who is attending to be a voting 

member. 

 

About 375 people attend the Conference 

annually. 

 

If passed: 

The Delegate and Chairperson will be 

funded to the Pacific Northwest Confer-

ence four out of five years.  The cost 

could be up to $1,000 per year.  The 

Delegate and Chair would be expected 

to attend the Conference. 

 

If not passed: 

The Delegate and Chairperson will not 

be funded to the Pacific Northwest Con-

ference but may attend at their own ex-

pense.  If the Delegate and/or Chairper-

son choose not to attend, they will not 

vote on behalf of the area but could des-

ignate another area officer who is at-

tending to be a voting member. 

WSEA 92 1999 Assembly Final Motions 
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The AA Way 

 
“The methods used by Alcoholics Anon-
ymous are not medical methods. They 
are not scientific procedures. They are 
not professional activities. No one has 
anything for sale. No one pretends to be 
objective. The methods are the voluntary 
expression of love, sympathy and con-
cern, by those who have suffered, for 
another who is suffering. They depend 
upon the mutual stimulation and exam-
ple of group feeling in workers toward a 
common high purpose.” 
 
Dr. Karl Menninger, 
AA Today, page 15 
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Minutes 

 

The Washington State East Area 92 

quarterly business meeting was called to 

order by Area Chairperson, Michael B. 

with a moment of silence, followed by 

the Serenity Prayer. Alternate Delegate, 

Rusty K. read the Responsibility State-

ment. Janie T. read the Twelve Tradi-

tions and Gene D. read the Twelve Con-

cepts. 

 

Moved by District 13, seconded by Dis-

trict 1, that the proceedings be taped for 

use by Area Secretary and to be retained 

in Area 92 Archives. Carried. 

 

Area Committee has selected Dave Mc. 

to fill the vacant position of Treatment 

Chairperson. The body of Area 92 af-

firmed this. 

 

Moved by District 17, seconded by Dis-

trict 8 that the minutes of April 1999 

Quarterly in Addy, Washington be ac-

cepted. Carried. 

 

 

Elected Officer’s Reports 

 

DELEGATE: Ginger R/B – i)  Ginger 

attended the General Service Conference 

in April. The last edition of Area 92 

Newsletter contained written report of 

items from the conference. She has also 

givin 8 delegate reports to date. There 

will likely be 3-6 more planned. Gin-

ger’s name was drawn at the close of the 

conference to receive the conference’s 

theme banner – “ Moving Forward – 

Unity Through Humility”. This was dis-

played at this quarterly and will be dis-

played again at the Assembly. It will 

then go into Area 92 Archives. ii) Con-

ference reports will be distributed when 

available. iii)  Information was circulat-

ed on AA’s 65th Birthday celebration.  

iv) A handout was also circulated on 

hotel rooms/housing in Minneapolis for 

the International Convention in 2000. 

The committee is taking an inventory of 

International Conventions. Any feed-

back, sharing or other information can 

be forwarded to Ginger for review at the 

October 30, 1999 board meeting. v) Fly-

ers are available for PRASSA 2000 in 

Ogden, Utah.  vi)  There are some posi-

tions available at GSO. Anyone interest-

ed can send a resume. Speak to Ginger if 

you are interested.  vii)  One of the Dele-

gate’s duties is to encourage Tradition 7 

contributions to GSO.  viii) A package 

of information on Web Sites was distrib-

uted to show how this new tool is carry-

ing the message. 

TREASURER: Lyn A. – i)  Lyn noted 

that contributions are down slightly this 

last quarter. He wanted to remind all 

groups to remember to contribute and 

not become complacent. 95% of contri-

butions received are using the envelopes 

provided. ii) He also reminds everyone 

about the Birthday envelopes to contrib-

ute $1. per year of sobriety to GSO. iii) 

Financial Statement circulated outlines 

income and  expenses for the second 

quarter of 1999. Each group’s contribu-

tions are listed by district. iv)  Lyn has 

Area Handbooks for sale for $1.50. He 

also has some Spanish translations avail-

able. 

Moved by District 4, seconded by Dis-

trict 17 that the treasurer’s report be ac-

cepted. Carried. 

ALTERNATE DELEGATE:  Rusty K. 

– i) Rusty has enjoyed travelling with 

Ginger to do the Delegate’s reports. ii)  

He circulated a current list of GSR’s. 

Please send changes only, to Rusty. To 

be included in the Directory, they need 

name, address and phone number. iii) 

Pre-assemblies will be planned.  

ALTERNATE TREASURER: Don H. 

– i)  Finance Committee met Friday 

night. Discussion centered around the 

decline in contributions. He reminds 

districts and groups that we are funding 

Area 92 functions. The committees are 

doing a wonderful job, however to con-

tinue they require funds to make it possi-

ble.     ii)  Don loves paying the bills for 

the Area. iii) On a personal note, Don 

reports that the latest CatScan showed 

no cancer.  

CHAIRPERSON: Michael B. – Mi-

chael has attended the Delegates Reports 

with Ginger. He spoke at the Pacific 

Northwest Conference. 

ALTERNATE CHAIRPERSON: 
Woody E. – Woody was unable to attend 

the quarterly. 

SECRETARY:  Carol W. – i) Carol 

welcomed everyone to Canada. ii) New 

Area Directories were circulated. Please 

let her know any new changes before the 

Assembly.   

GRAPEVINE & LITERATURE: Phil 

R. -  i)  Phil attended the Inland Empire 

Round Up, Pig Roast, and North Central 

Washington Women’s Luncheon in the 

last quarter. ii) He will be holding a GV/

Lit quarterly in the nest quarter. He is 

still looking for a central location. Flyers 

will be sent out when date and place are 

set. 

COOPERATION WITH THE PRO-

FESSIONAL COMMUNITY (CPC): 
Suzi O. -  i) Suzi attended a CPC/PI 

workshop in Lewiston. They are work-

ing hard on creating a web site and will 

be making a presentation later in this 

meeting. ii) She made a presentation to 

the Spanish speaking district about CPC.  

iii)  The next quarterly is planned for 

Moses Lake. Flyers will be coming out 

when everything is set. 

TREATMENT: Dave Mc. – i) Dave 

thanked the Area for approving him as 

the new Treatment Chair.     ii) He circu-

lated an information sheet on the Pink 

Can. They are available from Dave. One 

district has reported that 100% of all of 

their literature requirements are met 

from contributions to the Pink Can. iii) 

An information card is also available to 

all districts on Bridging the Gap. iv) 

Dave asks all DCM’s to forward infor-

mation on Bridge the Gap contacts in 

your districts. v) Next Treatment quar-

terly is planned for September 12 in Dis-

trict 4. vi) Two workshops are planned – 
(Continued on page 13) 
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October 23 in District 7; Yakima in con-

junction with their round-up. vii) Brian 

D. from Yakima has been appointed 

Bridge the Gap chair for Area 92. Dave 

reminds us the Bridge the Gap is a vital 

part of our Area 12 Step work. 

CORRECTIONS: Mike Mc. – i) Mike 

made the announcement that Don W. , a 

member of Alcoholics Anonymous, who 

epitomized the work of tirelessly carry-

ing the message to the still suffering 

alcoholic incarcerated in our prisons. 

Don never forgot where he came from 

and always was there for us all. He will 

be missed by those inmates as well as all 

of us who knew  him. His passing has 

left a hole in our Corrections work. 

Someone will step up to fill the vacancy, 

but this is a reminder that we always 

need more volunteers to carry the mes-

sage. Mike asks for volunteers to get 

cleared and go through the Orientation 

process to join a group of folks that 

know the joy of carrying the message 

inside correctional facilities.      ii) The 

next Corrections quarterly will be Sep-

tember 11 with District 4 hosting. iii) 

There will be workshops in Lewiston in 

October and in Yakima in January. 

Bridge the Gap is the emphasis at this 

time. iv) Spokane Central Office has 

donated $200. in Spanish literature. This 

has been turned over to District 16 for 

Corrections. 

NEWSLETTER: Rad M. – i) Rad has 

traveled to District’s 16 and 21, with the 

hopes of getting their participation in the 

Area 92 Newsletter. We hope they will 

have their own section within the news-

letter.   ii) Thanks to the Area officers 

for their contributions. iii)  Rad also re-

minded everyone to get any changes of 

GSR’s into him to ensure that everyone 

gets the newsletter who should receive 

it. 

PUBLIC INFORMATION (PI): Russ 

P. – i)  The PI/CPC quarterly was held in 

Lewiston, Idaho on June 26th, hosted by 

District 7. ii) The main topic of discus-

sion was establishing an Area 92 web 

(Continued from page 12) 

site. District 4 and District 7 have done 

considerable work already. A motion 

will be forthcoming at this quarterly 

about establishing a web site. ii) Russ 

announced that Ken C. of Tri-Cities 

passed away suddenly – he was instru-

mental in much of the work to date on 

the web site. 

ARCHIVES: Rick H. – i)  Rick was 

unable to attend the quarterly as he was 

in Illinois doing research for his disserta-

tion. He did send a written report. ii) The 

travelling archives was displayed at the 

Inland Empire Round-up. iii) The Ar-

chives quarterly was held in Spokane on 

June 26th, hosted by District 2. There 

was not a large turn-out, however those 

who did participate were enthusiastic. 

As the districts take a more activist role 

in the collection of AA history, less is 

being contributed to the Area 92 collec-

tion. Fran and  Jan P. have donated a 

large box of papers. iii) Rick is still 

working on organizing the Archives. He 

hopes to be finished by the time of rota-

tion at the end of December. iv) If any 

district is interested in hosting the final 

two Archives quarterlies, please contact 

Rick. 

DCM Reports  

Chairperson, Michael B. chaired the 

DCM sharing session. Districts 9, 10, 

11, 16, 20 & 21 were not represented. 

Written reports were handed in and com-

plete audio transcript is on file with Area 

Secretary. 

Special Committee Reports  

FINANCE COMMITTEE: Don H. – 

This report was included in Alternate 

Treasurer’s report earlier in this business 

meeting. 

QUARTERLY HOST COMMITTEE: 

Esther B. – There were 52 registered. All 

expenses have been covered. 

AREA 92 ASSEMBLY 1999 HOST 

COMMITTEE: Nick F. – New regis-

trations are available with correct ad-

dress. There will be no dance held at the 

assembly.  The last day for the discount 

on rooms is Sept. 24th and the last day 

for meal reservations is Oct. 10th. 

AREA 92 ASSEMBLY 2000 HOST 

COMMITTEE: Sara C. The committee 

is progressing. Positions are being filled. 

The facility is secured. It’s a go. 

PRAASA 2001: Ben B. – They are in 

the beginning stages of forming the 

committee. Ginger R-B and   Ben B. are 

co-chairs; Charlotte I. is program chair; 

Karen K. is treasurer. Information will 

be sent to Rad, Newsletter Chair, on 

what committees are required. This in-

formation will be published in the Area 

92 Newsletter. They hope to involve the 

entire area. A meeting will be held in 

September or October to finalize the 

formation of the committee. 

SPECIAL FORUM: Rusty K., Alter-

nate Delegate, reported that he is corre-

sponding with the Regional Trustee, Jim 

Clough and GSO Staff Forum Coordina-

tor, Doug Ridhardson. The application 

has been submitted and will be on the 

agenda at the board meeting on July 31, 

(Continued on page 14) 

“A.A., as such, ought never be organized; 

but we may create service boards or 

committees directly responsible to those 

they serve.” 

Reprinted from the Twelve Steps and Twelve Tradi-

tions, page 172, with permission of A.A. World 

Services, Inc. 
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1999. 

Bids for Area 92 Quarterlies for year 

2000  

The following districts were successful. 

January 21 & 22, 2000  District 18 

April 14 & 15, 2000 - District 19 

July 14, & 15, 2000 - District 14 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Motions already passed at previous quar-

terlies to be voted on at the Assembly 

were brought forward. They are: 

1) Voting on floor motions presented at 

Assemblies should only address whether 

to include them in a subsequent Assem-

bly agenda. Assembly floor motions 

should not be passed or failed without 

adequate time for consideration by 

groups in Area 92. 

2) Appointed officer’s meals and lodg-

ing be reimbursed when needed from 

Area treasury when attending their own 

quarterlies. 

3) Area 92 fund panel 50 Delegate to 

2000 International in Minneapolis, and 

to fund actual expenses. 

4) Area Handbook, Section 2.2 para-

graph b, be changed to read from sen-

tence 2, - the facility should be able to 

hold 350 to 400 people comfortably and 

a complete audio system with arrange-

ments for recording be made available 

for recording all assembly functions for 

Archival purposes. 

5) The recordings of the speakers at the 

Washington State East Area 92 Assem-

bly are not to be offered for sale. 

6) Area 92 provide the Delegate with a 

$500. advance for the General Service 

Conference each year, and upon return 

(Continued from page 13) be reimbursed for any reasonable ex-

penses. 

7) Area 92 send $1,000. annually to the 

General Service Office to help defray 

the cost of the Delegate’s attendance at 

the General Service Conference. 

8) Area 92 appointed officers be given 

full “Right of Participation” as defined 

in Concept IV in Area 92 quarterlies and 

assemblies. 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

1) Moved by Area 92 Treasurer, second-

ed by District 7 that: 

 

Area 92 send our Area Newsletter to our 

District’s Newsletter Chairperson, on a 

monthly basis. 

 

2) Moved by District 1, seconded by 

District 4, that: 

 

In order for home groups to receive and 

have time to discuss pre-conference ma-

terial, we move that rea 92 be responsi-

ble for e-mailing each DCM or desig-

nate, all pertinent pre-conference materi-

al be February 15. 

 

Motion failed. 

 

3) Moved by Chapter Five Group of 

District 4, seconded by District 17, that: 

 

Motions being considered at Area Quar-

terlies require only a simple majority to 

be placed on the Area Assembly agenda. 

 

Motion fails. 

 

4) Moved by Clarkston Roundtable 

Group – District 7, seconded by District 

13, that: 

 

The Area take bids for pre-assemblies at 

the April quarterly starting in 2000. 

 

Motion carries. 

 

Note this is a housekeeping motion so 

will not be on the agenda at the assem-

bly but will go into effect. 

 

5) Moved by District 4 & 7, seconded by 

District 1, that: 

 

Area 92 provide and maintain a web site 

about Alcoholics Anonymous in Area 

92, and that the Area PI credit line be 

increased by $500. to absorb the cost. 

 

Motion withdrawn. 

An ad hock committee will be struck. 

 

6) Moved by Rusty K, Alternate Dele-

gate, seconded by District 2, that: 

 

On Friday night of the 1999 Area 92 

Assembly, Area 92 conduct an inventory 

of istself instead of the Friday GSR shar-

ing session. The facilitator would be 

selected from outside Area 92. The fol-

lowing topics be used as a guideline for 

this inventory. 

 

a) What is the purpose of an Area? 

 

b) Is adequate opportunity and time giv-

en to all members to speak and partici-

pate in discussion? Do we shorten dis-

cussion for the convenience of time? 

 

c) Do we have an understanding of the 

Traditions and Concepts showing the 

link of the GSR, DCM and Districts to 

the General Service Conference? Do we 

have adequate workshops to inform and 

educate the groups of these spiritual 

principals and the link to AA as a 

whole? 

 

Motion to amend by District 1, seconded 

by District 17’,that: 

 

The Ask It Basket portion of Friday 

night be replaced instead of the GSR 

sharing. 

 

Amendment fails. 

 

Original motion carried. 

 

This motion is a housekeeping motion 

and will be in effect at the October As-

sembly. 

(Continued on page 15) 
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7) Moved by Ginger R-B, Area 92 Dele-

gate, seconded by District 14, that: 

 

Washington State East Area 92 support 

the Pacific Northwest Conference with 

seed money is required, not to exceed 

$200. 

Motion carried. 

 

8) Moved by Ginger R-B, Area 92 Dele-

gate, seconded by District 13, that: 

 

Area 92 fund the Washington State East 

Area 92 Delegate and Chairperson to the 

Pacific Northwest Conference annually, 

except in years that an International 

(Continued from page 14) Convention is held. 

 

Motion carried. 

Pre-assemblies will be held in the fol-

lowing locations for the districts listed. 

September 18, 1999 Spokane, in Dis-

trict 17 for Districts 1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 13, 14, 

15, & 17 

October 2, 1999 Quincy, in District 19 

for Districts 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 11, 12 16, 18, 

19, 20 & 21 

See September Newsletter for more in-

formation. 

Meeting adjourned at 4:35 p.m. 

Old Vines 
Reprinted with permission of the A.A. Grapevine, Inc.  September 1991 pp. 26 – 29 

‘Our Leaders Are But 

Trusted Servants’ 

 

 The week before I became eligible 

for parole, I started getting nervous. No 

one knew if I would be sent back to a 

federal penitentiary in Texas to finish 

the four years I still owed them there, or 

whether I would be paroled onto the 

streets. I wasn’t overly concerned with 

being taken back to Texas — I knew 

how to live in prison. My anxiety was 

about returning to the real world! 

 At the Friday night AA meeting in 

the facility where I had started to get 

sober, people from the outside were al-

lowed to attend. They were part of a 

group of AAs who drove 120 miles each 

way to share their experience, strength, 

and hope with our prison AA group, and 

I had come to trust a few of them. After 

what was to be my final meeting before 

getting out on parole, I talked with one 

of them a fellow named Reed. Reed had 

been coming to the prison regularly each 

month for the year I had been attending 

the meeting, and somehow I felt he un-

derstood. On the remote chance that I 

would be paroled into the real world, I 

asked Reed how he thought I might be 

accepted in meetings on the outside. 

 “Why don’t you just come and see,” 

he said. “In fact, if you come to our 

meeting on your first night out, one of us 

who has been coming here will be there 

to meet you.” 

 The next week, the authorities re-

leased me, not to the penitentiary in Tex-

as, but to the state parole board, and af-

ter a busy day of signing papers, finding 

a job and a place to live, I went to the 

meeting place that Reed had spoken 

about. I was scared and alone as I 

climbed the stairs. Since no one knew 

about my release, I hadn’t been able to 

set up a contact with any one. But as I 

stepped into the room at the top of the 

stairs, the first person I saw was Reed. 

 I was so nervous, I said, “I don’t 

suppose you remember me?” 

 He took my hand and with a big 

smile said, “Of course I do, Don. 

Come on in. 

 In thinking 

back, I 

now 

know 

that 

Reed was 

what I consider to 

be an AA leader. I had come to trust him 

and to believe him. He was regular and 

consistent. When it was time to be some-

where, he was there. You could count on 

him. 

 Reed served on committees, was 

area chair, area delegate, and a true elder 

statesman. He often spent time around 

the coffee tables listening and talking. 

He always shared his experience and 

solicited ours. He had plenty of ideas for 

better ways to serve the Fellowship and 

he listened intently to our feedback. Our 

meetings were always lively because 

everyone was expected to participate. 

My ideas had as much merit as any-

one’s, and though you didn’t always get 

your way, you did always have a voice. 

 As I stayed sober and stayed out of 

prison, I became friends with Reed. I 

eventually became a GSR for my group 

and got to watch Reed and other AA 

leaders as they demonstrated how to be 

trusted servants. One of the most valua-

ble qualities they taught me was how to 

listen. Even though many of them had 

been involved in service for a long, long 

time, and had probably heard most eve-

rything before, they were clear that even 

(Continued on page 16) 
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though one group might have solved the 

problem in the past, each new group had 

to arrive at its own solutions in its own 

time. Though these AA leaders all had 

different styles, they operated from com-

mon principles. They trusted the process 

and the people and passed this trust on to 

me. 

 One fellow I remember particularly 

was another man named Don. When he 

served as area chair, he would stand at 

the podium during our often heated dis-

cussions, gently guiding us to keep our 

comments on the subject at hand, yet 

always allowing for full discussion. He 

insisted that we be responsible for the 

decisions that were made, and with great 

patience he would coax the group con-

science out of us bit by bit. How often 

he would stand before us and say, “What 

is your pleasure?”, “How do you want to 

do this?” or “What do you think?” and 

as a group we would have to figure out 

where we were going and then deter-

mine how best to get there. While Don’s 

great strength lay in helping to facilitate 

the group conscience, at the same time, 

if he felt strongly about something he 

would always speak up. 

 Some years after Don had rotated 

off the area committee and I was area 

chairperson, we had the unfortunate ex-

perience of having a committee chairper-

son abscond with some of the area 

funds. After all the facts were in, it was 

my duty to go before the assembly to 

inform them and to ask, as Don had done 

so ably in the past, “What is your pleas-

ure? What do we do?” Don was first on 

his feet to the microphone, and he said in 

his quiet, loving way, “We should do 

nothing. It’s our fault that this happened 

because we did not have the proper re-

porting and checking systems in place. It 

looks like we eat this one,” he said, “and 

take steps to see that it can never happen 

again.” 

 A true AA leader always puts the 

best interests of the Fellowship ahead of 

anything else, and one of the finest ex-

amples I ever saw of this was at a Gen-

eral Service Conference a few years ago. 

Under consideration were some very 

(Continued from page 15) emotionally 

charged issues 

revolving around 

the partic-

ipation 

of 

nonal- coholics 

at closed 

meet- ings and 

how topics unrelated to alcoholism were 

frequently being discussed at meetings. 

 The specific item on the table was a 

statement prepared by one of the 

Conference committees which defined 

what an open meeting was and what a 

closed meeting was. The Conference 

itself seemed to be split into three fac-

tions over this statement: those who 

wanted the statement to be Conference-

approved, those who wanted no state-

ment at all, and those who wanted a 

statement that could be used by such 

groups as needed it but which would not 

be construed as “exclusive” or be used to 

keep people out of AA meetings. The 

debate went on for hours. The wording 

of the two statements was worked and 

reworked, but no clear group conscience 

was emerging. Finally, noting that there 

was still a considerable amount of mate-

rial left on the agenda and that the Con-

ference as a whole was facing the possi-

bility of running out of time altogether, 

discussion was ended and a vote was 

taken. The issue seemed to have come to 

a close, and yet there was still unrest 

among the delegates as a whole. A turn-

ing point had been reached. Even though 

a lot of time had been devoted to this 

issue and it had, temporarily, been re-

solved, one AA member who had voted 

on the side of ending the discussion re-

versed his vote and put the topic back on 

the floor. Somehow he knew that the 

Conference as a whole was not through 

talking, that a true, informed conscience 

had not yet been born. Even with emo-

tions almost at the fraying point, the 

discussion continued until substantial 

unanimity could be achieved. A true AA 

leader had once again shown up when 

we most needed one, putting the good of 

the Fellowship first. 

 As I reflect on the abundance of 

good leaders I have known in my twenty

-three years in AA, I can identify several 

qualities they all had, and my friend 

Reed embodied many of those qualities. 

He was a spiritual man. He believed in 

God and he believed that given time God 

would reveal himself through our group 

conscience. He was never rude, but he 

was always willing to share his views 

and experiences if asked. Reed believed 

in people and always gave them the op-

portunity to be the very best they could 

be, while he loved them without judg-

ment — even when they acted their very 

worst. I remember one time just before 

an area election when I went to Reed 

and told him I felt I didn’t know enough 

about a particular job to feel truly quali-

fied and that I thought I should not make 

myself available for the election. He told 

me that I should stand nonetheless so 

that there would be enough people from 

which the assembly could make a fair 

choice, and that the only qualification I 

needed was a willingness to listen and 

the time needed to do the job. The job 

would teach me, he said, if I would just 

show up and listen. 

 Reed always said yes to AA. He 

was happy to do the big jobs, and yet he 

was equally happy doing the less glam-

orous jobs. He was not always right, and 

would be the first to tell you so, but he 

was never afraid to take a chance if it 

looked like the Fellowship might bene-

fit. When he was right, he gave away the 

credit; and when he was wrong, he ad-

mitted it and cleaned it up with style. 

But most of all when I think of Reed, I 

remember that he was always there. 

Whenever I got to the top of the stairs, 

there was Reed with his hand out saying, 

“Hi, Don. Come on in. 

 

Don P. 

Aurora, Colo. 
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Un padrino es 
 

Paginaciones de septiembre de 

1991 del artículo de la vid 51-53 

 

 Una pregunta que me gusta escu-

char de un principiante: “Que es un pa-

drino?” Esto muestra que ha estado es-

cuchando y yo me siento contento de 

responderle. Para mis adentros, espero 

que ya sepa la respuesta y que este’ 

preguntando con el fin de insiuarme si 

quiero ser su padrino. 

 Mi propio padrino tiene un buen 

metodo de mostrar las cosas. Su defini-

cion es: “Una persona en cuyas opin-

iones usted ha aprendido a confiar; al-

guien cuyos consejos ya sabe va a se-

guir, incluso, antes de que vaya a plant-

earle el problema.” 

 Otro amigo dice: “Alguien a quien 

usted le cuente sus ideas para ver como 

le suenan y el recuerda conversaciones 

pasadas y reconoce patrones de su forma 

de pensar, promesas incumplidas, y las 

saca a relucir.” Un punto de vista toda-

via mas amplio: “Depende de cuanto 

tiempo usted ha estado sobrio; al prin-

cipio todo lo que su padrino le dice, es 

perfecto. Mas tarde, usted comienza a 

pensar mas sobre lo que le esta diciendo. 

Despues de cinco anos o mas los dos 

llegan a unirse en la busqueda de la 

verdad, los dos aprenden juntos.” 

 Varios miembros de mi grupo local 

han definido al padrino como: Alguien 

que lo conoce a usted mejor de lo que 

usted se conoce a si mismo. Alguien que 

sabe todo acerca de usted; usted no tiene 

que darle todos los detalles cuando desee 

discutir con el un problema. 

 Alguien con una sobriedad feliz, 

usted desea lo que este AA tiene, esta 

dispuesto a preguntarle como el o ella lo 

consiguieron y esta dispuesto a Seguir 

sus sugerencias. 

 Alguien que sabe todo lo que hay 

que saber de usted y continua pre-

ocupandose por usted. 

 Alguien que es capaz de reconocer 

por su forma de hablar, que usted esta en 

problemas incluso antes que usted mis-

mo sea consciente de ello. 

 Otra definicion: Alguien que ha 

estado sobrio por un buen tiempo: ha 

trabajado los Pasos, comparte experi-

encias personales, fortaleza, esperanza, 

en lugar de solo formular opiniones. 

Tener un padrino me proporciona una 

persona con quien poder dialogar en vez 

de con todo el grupo. Algunos de los que 

apadrino piensan que es una actividad 

social y que yo deberia ir a actividades 

sociales con ellos; particularmente, no 

comparto esta opinion.” 

 Tal vez estamos de acuerdo en 

definir un padrino como una persona que 

esta confortablemente sobria, entusiasta 

acerca de los Doce Pasos y las Doce 

Tradiciones, activa en AA y accesible; 

alguien a quien usted puede confiden-

cialmente acercarse y preguntar “Quiere 

ser mi padrino?” 

 Apadrinamiento: Es una de esas 

cosas de las que muchos AA hablan pero 

que pocos pueden definir o explicar. (El 

folleto “Preguntas y respuestas sobre 

Apadrinamiento,” comparte mucho de la 

experiencia individual y de grupo.) 

 Fue un pasador del Paso Doce en 

vez de un padrino quien me trajo a AA 

de la Unidad Mental. Yo no me consid-

eraba como “uno de esos alcoholicos.” 

Aunque yo lo era, me creia demasiado 

inteligente para necesitar un padrino. Por 

otro lado yo no tenia la menor intencion 

de continuar en AA. Yo solamente esta-

ba ensayando con el fin de mantener 

contento a mi psiquiatra. Yo habia des-

cubierto que en una Unidad Mental la 

satisfaccion se logra, teniendo contento 

al psiquiatra. 

 Yo no le solicite a nadie que fuera 

mi padrino, hasta que los veteranos del 

grupo se aislaron de mi por pensar que 

yo era demasiado brillante para necesitar 

uno. Desde entonces, he tenido experi-

encias absolutamente fabulosas en am-

bas cosas; teniendo un padrino y siendo 

un padrino de otros. No se cual de las 

dos ha sido de mas valor y no tengo in-

tencion de abandonar ninguna. 

 Quien deberia tener un padrino? 

Nuestro grupo, piensa que todos deberi-

amos tenerlo. Si todos somos iguales, 

como podria ser de otra forma? Obvia-

mente, personas nuevas en el programa, 

necesitan mas contacto con sus padrinos 

que aquellos con anos de feliz sobriedad. 

Pero todos nosotros necesitamos un con-

fidente. Una vez tuvimos un companero 

con casi treinta anos de sobriedad. El se 

enorgullecia de la cantidad de tiempo 

que invertia diariamente conversando 

con los principiantes en el club; pero 

insistia que no podia hablar de sus prob-

lemas o de como se sentia, porque esto 

los preocuparia. El no tenia padrino, 

porque pensaba que habia estado sobrio 

demasiado tiempo para necesitar uno. 

Un dia tomo un revolver y se volo los 

sesos. 

 Quin deberia ser un padrino? “Yo 

no he estado en el programa suficiente 

tiempo” y “no estoy listo para eso toda-

via”, son excusas comunes para rehusar 

el apadrinar a alguien. Tales planteam-

ientos implican que se tiene que estar 

demasiado sobrio y conocer todas las 

respuestas para lograr ser un buen pa-

drino. 

 Probablemente esta idea se desarrol-

lo porque Ia gente hablaba de sus pa-

drinos como si hubieran dicho cosas 

profundas que cambiaron el rumbo de 

sus vidas. Frecuentemente lo que oimos 

no fue exactamente lo que dijo el pa-

drino. Ademas, cuando el padrino lo dijo 

no parecia tan profundo para Ia persona 

que estaba diciendolo, fue probablemen-

te una conversacion simple y basica de 

todos los dias. 

 No es necesario ser tan sabio para 

ser un padrino, por Dios. Dar consejos 

no es un requisito. Personas que no son 

capaces de manejar sus propias vidas, 

frecuentemente se dan cuenta que estan 

incomodas y que son ineficaces tratando 

de manejar Ia vida de otras. A pesar de 

lo que usted oiga, ser un buen oyente 

puede ser mas importante para un pa-

drino que ser un buen conversador. 

 Quien no deberia ser un padrino? 

Yo no he escuchado respuesta a esta 

pregunta, diferente a que hombres deben 

apadrinar hombres, y mujeres deben 

apadrinar mujeres. Pero en terminos 

generales parece que cualquiera podria 

ser un padrino satisfactorio; por lo 

menos temporalmente. Tal vez los pa-

drinos son como las reuniones de AA. 

Continuado en la paginacion 18 
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Son todas buenas; pero hay unas mejores 

que otras. 

 Puede usted tener mas de un pa-

drino? Quien puede decirle que no? Pero 

cuando usted lo hace, es probable que 

juegue al uno contra el otro, de tal 

manera que, cuando tenga un problema, 

usted ira donde el que sabe le dara la 

respuesta que usted quiere oir. 

 “El grupo es mi padrino” o “Todo el 

mundo es mi padrino”, son maneras de 

decir “Yo no tengo padrino.” Tales opin-

iones significan que la persona tiene una 

“relacion de apadrinamiento” con mueha 

gente, pero no le ha pedido a ninguno 

que sea su padrino. La situacion opuesta, 

ocurre cuando un alcoholico le pide a 

alguien que sea su padrino, pero nunca 

se comunica con el ni establece una rela-

cion de apadrinamiento con esa persona. 

 Puedo yo cambiar de padrino? Por 

supuesto. Eso es mucho mas facil que 

conseguir un divorcio. Pero usted gen-

eralmente no se divorcia, sin notificane a 

Ia que va a ser su ex-esposa; por lo tan-

to, es conveniente notificar a su ex-

padrino que usted va a realizar un cam-

blo. Una simple comunicacion sera sufi-

ciente. No es necesario disculparse ex-

tensamente. 

 Cuanta autoridad tiene un padrino? 

Precisamente, tanta como usted le de, 

dice un AA que apadnina un gran nu-

mero de alcoholicos. El argumenta lo 

obvio: los padrinos toman toda su autori-

dad de la gente que estan apadrinando. 

Un alcoholico puede, sin ni siquiera dar 

una explicacion, retirarse de su padrino 

en cualquier momento y bajo cualquier 

circunstancia. Pero en tales momentos, 

la propia sobriedad puede ser un gran 

riesgo. Y el padrino, cuando este inco-

modo en un apadninamiento, puede in-

formar a la otra persona de su cambio. 

Aunque tales acciones no son muy co-

munes, es bueno saber que ninguna de 

las partes esta permanentemente com-

prometida. 

 Por supuesto, si hay serios desacuer-

dos con otros miembros de AA, yo he 

oido a un experto padrino decir que al-

gunas veces, su tecnica es simplemente 

esperar: “El que primero se emborrache, 

pierde.” 

 Con cuanta frecuencia debemos 

llamar a nuestros padninos? 

Frecuentemente, hasta que estemos acos-

tumbrados a la idea; luego, lo suficiente 

para mantener el habito. Si esperamos 

hasta que haya un problema para liamar, 

esa puede ser Ia vez en que menos 

pensemos en llamarlo. En tales 

ocasiones, es probable que pensemos: 

“Yo se que me va a contestar, entonces 

para que molestar llamandolo?” Esa es 

la clase de pensamientos que precede a 

una borrachera. 

 Como permanece uno sobrio? Una 

respuesta muy comun a esta pregunta es: 

Lea el Libro Grande, trabaje los Pasos, 

converse con su padnino, vaya a muchas 

reuniones y no beba. Como el Libro 

Grande no tiene un capitulo sobre apa-

drinamiento, nosotros solo recogemos 

algunas ideas en el camino; las consid-

eraciones mas importantes acerca de un 

padrino son: tener uno, utilizar uno; cu-

ando le pidan, aceptar serlo. 

 No hay ninguna respuesta correcta a 

la pregunta “Que es un padrino?” Pero la 

respuesta correcta a la pregunta “Quiere 

ser mi padrino?” es: “Claro, tomemos un 

cafe y conversemos.” 

 

P. O., Claremont. Calif. 

ros.  El dfa IO de junio Alcoh6licos 

An6nimos cumpli6 64 afios.  

Quitdmonos el sombrero ante los cofun-

dadores y pioneros que nos abrieron el 

camino e hicieron posible que los borra-

chos como nosotros pudi6ramos Ilevar 

vidas felices, alegres y sf-ilibres! 

 

Ahora, vamos a abfir nuestra reuni6n 

con un momento de silencio 

se@ par@' P@.-..bulo                           1, 

; &An6nimo,&-es-u@ 

comunidad de hombres y mujeres que 

comparten Su mutua experiencia, Forta-

leza y esperanza para resolver su prob-

lema com(in y ayudar a otros a recuper-

arse del alcoholismo. 

 

"El dnico requisite para ser miembro de 

A.A. es el deseo de dejar la bebida.  Para 

ser miembro de A.A. no se pagan hono-

rarios ni cuotas; nos mantenemos con 

nuestras propias contribuciones.  A.A. 

no esta afiliada a ninguna secta religiose, 

partido politico, organizaci6n o instituci-

6n alguna, no desea intervener en con-

troversies; no respalda ni se opone a 

ninguna causa.  Nuestro objetivo primor-

dial es mantenemos sobrios y ayudar a 

otros alcoh6licos a alcanzar el estado de 

sobriedad."* 

 

*Copyright 0 por el A.A. Grapevine, Inc. 

reimpreso con permiso 

 

...       Q@ADAD                    0... 

 

"Ya hace largo tiempo que conozco este 

programa-he estado entrando y saliendo, 

queddndome poco tiempo.  Cada vez 

que me iba lo hacfa por no poder tragar 

ese asunto de Dios.  Segufa haciendo 

esfuerzos para rezar como me ensefiaban 

hacerlo en la iglesia.  No vi nunca ning-

6n resultado ni tuve jamds esa sensaci6n 

magica de iluminaci6n espiritual.  Una 

noche, me sent6 y me puse a hablar con 

Dios (como lo estoy haciendo en este 

mismo momento) y me sentfa Ileno de 

tranquilidad.  Por primera vez me senti 

en paz conmigo mismo y, aunque me 

encuentro en el pabell6n de alta seguri-

Correcciones 
Presidente Mike McMurtrie 

COMPARTIENDO DESDE DETRAS 

DE LOS MUROS 

 

Oficina de Serviclos Gmerales de AA., 

Verano 1999 

 

Queridos AjWgos de A.A., 

 

Bienvenidos al ndmero de verano de 

Compartiendo desde detrds de los mu-

Continuado de la paginacion 17 

Continuado en la paginacion 19 
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dad de una c6xcel de mdxima seguridad, 

por vez primera me parece bien. Ya no 

me siento solo,-ni aislado. 

 

"Quiero agradecer al autor del texto para 

hoy, I 1 de marzo, del libro Reflexiones 

Diarias: No tengo que hacer mds que 

mirar hacia mi vida pasada para ver a 

d6nde me ha conducido mi obstinaci6n. 

Simplemente no si qui es lo mejor para 

mt y creo que mi Poder Superior lo sabe.  

Dios no me ha fallado nunca, pero muy 

a menudo me he fallado a mt mismo.  

Valerme de mi obstinaci6n en cualquier 

situaci6n tiene normalmente el mismo 

resultado que tratar de forzar la pieza 

que no corresponds del rompecabe-

zas@l agotamiento y la frustraci6n.  

Para mi estas palabras dieron en el blan-

co y la lectura fue precisamente lo que 

yo necesitaba hoy." -Rodney M., 

Regi6n del Pacifico 
 

;CUATRO DIAS SOBRIA- 

OTRO MILAGRO! 
 

"Tengo 14 afios.  Me tom6 mi primer 

trago a la edad de I I afios sin que me 

impresionara mucho.  Nunca me sentf 

mareada y supongo que me gustaba fun-

damentalmente por esta raz6n.  Solfa 

beber s6lo los fines de semana.  Y luego 

una vez durante la semana.  Y mds tarde 

cada dos dias.  Pronto estaba bebiendo 

todos los dfas.  Y finalmente se arm6 la 

de Dios cuando me puse tan enojada con 

mi madre, por algo que ni siquiera era 

culpa suya.  No podia pensar claro y fui 

corriendo a la casa de un amigo donde 

me bebf dos bote- 

 

Has y media de una bebida fuerte.  

Aca@ en el hospital con una resaca de 

muerte.  No me sentfa capaz de enfren-

tartne a mis padres a] dfa siguiente ni de 

escucharles contar todo lo que yo habfa 

hecho sin poder acordarme de nada.  

Todos n-tis an-dgos eran alcoh6licos y 

drogadictos-pero la dnica droga con la 

que yo me envici6 fue con la marijuana-

si hubiera probado otras, hoy estarfa 

muerta.  Lo que estaba haciendo s6lo me 

conducfa a la soledad y a la depresi6n y 

a tener un aspecto espantoso.  Lo odiaba 

todo.  No Ilevo todavfa sufi- 

--i"                                   conta-le-- de 

eqtn nQ,,                  &a@. 

ci6n maravillosa'; pero espero poder 

contdrselo algfin dfa@uando tenga sufi-

ciente valentfa como para decir 'no.' Cu-

atro dfas sobria." -LaKota H., Regi6n 

Sudoeste 
 

RACER LO QUE SEA NECESARIO 

 

"Estoy cumpliendo ahora una condena 

de cuatro afios por haber violado las 

condiciones de libertad vigilada.  Todos 

mis problemas se derivan del uso y 

abuso del alcohol.  A causa de la bebida, 

tengo un pasado horroroso, por no decir 

mds.  Me siento totaimente agotado.  

Esta manera de vivir y las consecuencias 

del abuso de la bebida han sido mds que 

vergonzosas.  Me gustaria Ilevar una 

vida sobria.  No puedo mds con esta 

vida.  Alli afuera, cuando bebo, tengo un 

sinfin de problemas y lagunas mentales 

todos los dfas.  Cuando no estoy bebien-

do, ni siquiera cruzo la calle imprudente-

mente.  Me tomo un trago y el mundo 

sufre un cambio inmediato.  Habfa asis-

tido a reuniones de A.A. afuera y aden-

tro, sin nunca integrarme realmente en el 

programa.  Me result6 muy dificil tender 

la mano a otros y participar.  No hablaba 

con nadie en las reuniones y no conseguf 

un padrino. Me preguntaba a mf iwsmo: 

LPor qu6 estoy aqui en esta reuni6n?  

Esto nunca va a funcionar para mf.  He 

visto a este programa dar resultado a 

gente en peor estado que yo.  Har6 todo 

lo que sea necesario para superar este 

terrible problema que tengo con la bebi-

da. Cualquier cosa tiene que ser mejor 

que el lugar a donde me ha conducido la 

bebida este aiio." - Timothy H., Regi6n 

Nordeste 
 

CONFL4,R EN LA EXPERIENCIAYA 

LO HICIERON POR NOSOTROS 
 

"Tuve mi primera experiencia de A.A. a 

la edad de 18 afios, mientras estaba en-

carcelado.  MAs tarde, al ser puesto en 

libertad condicional, me mandaron que 

asistiera a reuniones.  Esto fue lo mejor 

que pudieran haber hecho por mf.  Al 

comienzo, lo hacfa solo para que me 

firinaran la prueba de asistencia; pero 

pasado un tiempo, empec6 a participar 

en las actividades del grupo.  Me eli-

gieron Icafetero.' Seguf haciendo este 

trabajo bastante tiempo, sacando 

provecho de innumerables formas.  Des-

empefi6 otras ftinciones en el grupo 

cumpliendo diversos compromises con 

otros grupos, y en centros de desintoxi-

caci6n, de tratamiento, etc.  Esta trans-

formaci6n de actitud y el cambio de 

rumbo de @ vida@ra algo extraordi.na-

rio.  En los afios siguientes, me cas6 con 

una bella muj'er con quien tuve dos pre-

ciosas hijas.  Con el paso de los aii ' os, 

iba convirti6ndome en un trabajador de 

cada vez mds m6rito y por eso tenfa 

puestos cada vez mAs importantes den-

tro de la compafifa.  Desgraciadamente, 

Ileg6 el dfa en que no me sentfa 

verdaderamente agradecido por todo lo 

que tenfa, Creo que pensaba que todo lo 

que tenfa se debfa a mis propios esfuer-

zos.  No apreciaba el regalo que Dios me 

habfa dado por medio de A.A. 

 

"Aproximadamente un mes antes de nii 

octavo aniversario, me tom6 un trago.  A 

lo largo de los afios, en las reuniones a 

las que yo asis- 

 

tfa, habfa ofdo mis compaheros hablar 

de 'volver a lo que dejamos.' En mi caso 

decir esto es quedarse corto.  Desde el 

dfa en que volvf a hacerlo, nunca volvf 

a] trabajo que tenfa ni hice nada sino 

beber.  No tard6 mucho tiempo en en-

contranne de nuevo en la cdrcel.  Cuan-

do salf, me mantuve sobrio un poco 

tiempo y volvf a hacer lo mismo una y 

otra vez.  Cada vez que volvfa a beber, 

aumentaba la culpabilidad y la vergiien-

za que sentfa, lo cual me hacfa beber 

mds.  Estuve en diversos programas y 

centros de desintoxicaci6n y cada vez 

que las cosas parecfan mejorar, lo de-

strozaba todo volviendo a beber.  Final-

mente, acab6 de nuevo en la cdrcel por 

lo que yo esperaba que serfa la (iltima 

vez.  De alguna forma, me las arregl6 

para componerme y empezar a hacer 

Continuado de la paginacion 18 

Continuado en la paginacion 20 



Continuado en la paginacion 29 

Page 20 

Español Boletín de noticias 
Districtos 16 y 21  

progresos.  Asistf a tantas reuniones 

como pude.  Ahora, Dios me ha vuelto a 

conceder la liberaci6n del infiemo en 

que me habfa puesto a mf mismo y a nii 

familiar Pas6 algdn tiempo antes de que 

pudiera volver a ver a mi esposa y a niis 

hijos, pero ese dfa Ileg6 finatmente.  En 

poco menos de dos semanas tendr6 un 

afio de sobriedad.  Esto es una dddiva 

por la que nunca dejar6 de sentir grati-

tude" - John M., Regi6n Nordeste 

 

"En 1996 estaba en el bar local jugando 

a los dardos y bebiendo cerveza, y afin 

estaba moderadamente sobrio.  Algo 

dentro de mf me decfa que debfa dejar 

de malgastar nii vida bebiendo, no im-

porta lo que tuviera que hacer.  Me fui 

del bar y Ilam6 a un n)jmero de tel6fono 

800 que mi padre me habfa dado.  Pron-

to estaba en un centro de rch-abilitaci6n.  

Por medio de ellas encontrd A.A. Mds 

tarde me di cuenta de que aquel sdbado, 

el Poder Superior me estaba hablando.  

Despu6s de rehabilitaci6n, ftii a una casa 

de recuperaci6n y me qued6 allf cuatro 

meses.  Durante ese tiempo ayud@ a 

formar el grupo de A.A. Al final de los 

cuatro meses y despu6s de muchas ora-

ciones, volvf a casa y a mi trabajo con 

una corporaci6n nacional.  Practicaba los 

Pasos, asistfa a las reuniones y ayudaba 

a todo el que podia.  Las cosas marcha-

ban maravillosamente. lba ascendiendo 

rgpidamente en mi compafifa, volvf a 

reunirme con mi hijo y conoci a una 

mujer maravillosa y me enamor6 de ella.  

Despu6s de dos afios de sobriedad, de-

cidf que no necesitaba A.A. y las cosas 

que me habia ensefiado para manten-

erme sobrio.  No hace falta decir que 

estaba equivocado.  En 30 dias me las 

arregl6 para destrozar mi vida otra vez.  

Sf, estoy en prisi6n, pero a(in tengo rela-

ci6n con mi hijo y mi novia me espera.  

Los dos estan confundidos y desconcer-

tados.  Yo s6 que Dios nos ayudard a 

pasar por esto, si le dejamos.  S6 lo que 

tengo que hacer.  Volver a A.A.-da tras 

dia." - Harry A., Regi6n Este Central 

 

"Me tomd mi primer trago a los nueve 

afios mAs o menos.  Me gust6 ense-

guida.  A los quince aflos, me em-

borrachaba regularmente y me encanta-

ba.  Acab6 en la cdrcel a los 16 afios.  

Cuando tertfa 20 afios, ingress a un cen-

tro de rehabilitaci6n para evitar un 

juicio.  Nunca crefa que podrfa dejar de 

beber.  En aquella 6poca, era bien con-

sciente de ser alcoh6lico.  Un dfa, en el 

centro de rehabilitaci6n, escuch6 a un 

orador y decide dejar de beber.  Me 

traslad6 a Nueva York.  Me cas6 y pas6 

una boffachera seca durante cuatro aiios.  

Finalmente volvf a beber.  Al cabo de un 

aho, ar-ruin6 mi matrimonio, destroc6 

mi auto y fui affestado.  Me volvieron a 

enviar a prisi6n y cuand regress a casa, 

volvi a beber regularmente.  Desde en-

tonces, he estado entrando y saliendo de 

la circel y ahora estoy cumpliendo una 

condena de 41/2 a 9 afios.  Desde que 

estoy encarcelado, he Ilegado a conocer 

y aceptar un Dios amoroso.  Tambi6n he 

decidido darme a mf mismo una opor-

tunidad de mantenerme sobrio.  Cuando 

r-egrese a casa, andard cerca de los 

cuarenta, y realmente quiero esa vida 

feliz, alegre y libre de la que he oido 

hablar a tantos miembros de A.A. Inten-

to imaginarine lo buena que puede ser 

pero me siento poco seguro de mf mis-

mo.  Me suelo preguntar a mf mismo: 

'Lc6mo voy a lograrlo?' Espero que A.A. 

y sus miembros me ensefien exactamen-

te c6mo hacerlo.  S6 que me queda bas-

tante tiempo antes de volver a casa, pero 

a veces la ansiedad se apodera de mi.  

S61o por hoy, trato de dejarlo en las 

amorosas manos de Dios y depositor ini 

confianza en El." - WiHiam J., Regi6n 

Nordeste 
 

LA LATA ROSADA 
 

"He estado sobrio unos II 8 dias.  En 

enero me arrestaron por tercera vez por 

manejar borracho.  Como se sugiere, fui 

a una reuni6n de A.A. el mismo dfa en 

que me pusieron en libertad despu6s de 

pagar la fianza.  Conseguf un ejemplar 

del Libro Grande y otro de los Pasos y 

empec6 a leerlos.  Tambi6n empec6 a 

leer Reflexiones Diarias.  Es maravilloso 

estar mAs libre ahora-aunque estoy confi

- 

 

F-97SP 
 

nado en una celda.  Resulta algo ir6nico, 

pero mientras asistfa a ]as reuniones de 

A.A. en el mundo libre, recuerdo ver una 

lata rosada en una mesa de la sala de 

reuni6n.  Era para hacer colecta para las 

instituciones.  Empecd a echar dinero en 

la lata todas ]as semanas, ademds de 

echarlo en el sombrero cuando se pasa-

ba.  Cuando me enviaron aquf no pude 

traerme mis libros de A.A. Espero con-

seguir un Libro Grande por medio de la 

'lata rosada.' He Hegado a amar a A.A. y 

finalmente me ha mostrado el camino 

hacia una vida m6s feliz y tranquila que 

no sabia que pudiera existir. l Es 

fantdstico!" 

Sheldon W., Regi6n Oeste Central 
 

MAS COM[PART@NTOS 
DESDE DETRAS DE LOS MUROS 

 

"Mi esposo se mat6 en un accidents de 

autom6vil en 1997.  Despu6s de eso 

perdf totalmente el control.  Empec6 a 

beber mucho ademis de tomar drogas.  

Tenfa lagunas mentales todos los dfas.  

No tengo recuerdo de haber cometido 

algunos de los delitos por los que estoy 

encarcelada, pero era capaz de haberlos 

hecho.  Me encen-aron nueve meses 

despuds de la muerte de mi marido.  Me 

estaba matando a mf misma y no me 

importaba.  Hoy puedo decir que tengo 

una vida y doy gracias a Dios todos los 

dfas por su ayuda.  Tengo que vivir de 

acuerdo a Su voluntad.  Mi voluntad me 

ha traido a donde mp, encuentro ahora.  

Me cost6 algdn tiempo volver a en-

canu@nar ryu vi . da. Sin nii grupo y sin 

Dios no podrfa haber Ilegado hasta 

donde me encuentro hoy. i No lo po-

demos hacer por nosotras mismas!  Hoy 

soy una alcoh6lica en recuperaci6n feliz. 

i Hay vida detrds de los muros!  Cuando 

sientas que es imposible encontrar la paz 

o la felicidad, busca dentro de ti n-tisma.  

Ve a una reuni6n de A.A.-alli hay paz y 

felicidad." - Kim S., Regi6n Sudeste 

 

"Estoy en el pabell6n de los condenados 

Continuado de la paginacion 19 
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Corrections 
Mike McMurtrie 

It is my pleasure to serve you all as you 

Area Corrections Chair.  I have recently 

received this letter from GSO and want-

ed the whole Area to see it and be able to 

help. 

Thanks for all your help In Service, 

Mike 

 

Warm greetings from G. S. O.! 

 

We need your help!  As you may know, 

the 1999 General Service Conference 

has asked that the staff member on the 

Correctional Facilities Assignment, 

working closely with the Publications 

Department, develop a draft for a revised 

version of the pamphlet "It Sure Beats 

Sitting in a Cell." We have been asked to 

prepare a draft for review at the 2000 

General Service Conference. 

 

One of the items which will be 'included 

in the new draft is a new story from an 

inmate who has managed to get and stay 

sober, with the help of A.A., while serv-

ing a long stretch inside.  Ideally, this 

story should come from an inmate who 

has accumulated at least 10 years of so-

briety on the inside.  It is suggested that 

stories not be more than 300 words in 

length. 

 

We think that there are lots of A.A. 

members out there behind the walls with 

"long-term sobriety".  Please ask those 

A.A. members going into correctional 

facilities in your area if they know an 

A.A. member on the inside willing to 

share his or her story for possible inclu-

sion in a revised version of "It Sure 

Beats Sitting In A Cell" We would like 

to review as many stories as possible in 

the next few weeks. 

 

As always your efforts are vital to the 

process.  All of us here at the office send 

our warmest regards. 

In fellowship, Warren Stafford 

General Service Staff 

SHARING FROM BEHIND 

THE WALLS 

G.S.O.  Summer 1999 

 

AT PEACE INSIDE 

 

"I've been around this program for a long 

time-in and out, for short periods of 

time.  I'd bounce out because I couldn't 

get past the God thing.  I would try pray-

ing like they taught me in church.  I nev-

er saw results or got that magical feeling 

of spiritual enlightenment.  I sat down 

and just started talking to God one night 

(like I am right now) and I felt a calm 

come over me.  I was at peace inside for 

once and, even though I'm in the security 

management wing of a maximum securi-

ty jail, for the first time, it just feels O.K. 

I'm finally not alone or lonely anymore. 

 

"I would like to thank the person who 

wrote in Daily Reflections for today, 

March 11: All I have to do is look back 

at my past to see where my self-will has 

led me.  I just don't know what's best for 

me and I believe my Higher Power does.  

G.O.D., which I define as "Good Orderly 

Direction, has never let me down, but I 

have let myself down quite often. Using 

my self-will in a situation usually has the 

same result as forcing the wrong piece 

into a jigsaw puzzle-exhaustion and frus-

tration.  That reading really hit home 

and it's what I needed to hear today." 

Rodney M., Paciric Region 

 

SOBER FOUR DAYS! 

ANOTHER MIRACLE 
 

"I am 14 years old.  I took my first drink 

when I was about 11 and I didn't think 

much of it.  I was never sick and I guess 

that's why I basically liked it.  I would 

only drink on the weekends.  Then once 

a week.  Then every other day.  Soon I 

was drinking every day.  Then all hell 

broke loose when I was so angry with 

my mother for something that wasn't 

even her fault.  I couldn't think straight.  

So, I ran to my friend's house and drank 

two bottles and a half of hard liquor.  I 

ended up in the hospital with a killer 

hangover.  I could not face my family 

the next day, nor listen to all the things 

(Continued on page 22) 



Good service leaders, together with sound 

and appropriate methods of choosing 

them, are at all levels indispensable for our 

future functioning and safety. The primary 

world service leadership once exercised by 

the founders of A.A. must necessarily be 

assumed by the Trustees of the General 

Service Board of Alcoholics Anonymous  

Reprinted from the Twelve Concepts for World 

Service, page 36, with permission of A.A. World 

Services, Inc. 
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they said I did but that I did not remem-

ber.  The friends I had were all alcohol-

ics and drugies, but I smoked weed-the 

only drug I got addicted to or I probably 

wouldn't even be alive.  What I did got 

me nowhere but down in the dumps and 

looking like crap.  I hated it.  I haven't 

been sober long enough to tell you about 

that 'so called' great feeling, but I pray I 

will one of these days-when I gain the 

courage to stand up and say 'no.' Sober 

four days!" 

LaKota H., Southwest Region 

GOING TO ANY LENGTHS 
 

"I am presently serving a four-year pris-

on term for violation of probation.  All 

of my troubles have stemmed from the 

use and abuse of alcohol.  I have a hor-

rendous past, to say the least, due to 

drinking.  I am completely worn out.  

This life style and the consequences of 

drinking have gone beyond being outra-

geous.  I would like to get sober.  This is 

just too much to handle anymore.  On 

the street, when drinking, it is daily 

blackouts and constant problems.  When 

I'm sober, I don't even jaywalk.  I pick 

up a drink and my whole world changes 

immediately.  I had been going to A.A. 

on the street on and off.  But, I was 

just ,around' A.A. I found it real difficult 

to reach out to people and get involved.  

I didn't talk to people or get a sponsor.  I 

would question myself.  What am I do-

ing at this meeting?  This will never 

work for me.  I've seen this program 

work for people who were far worse than 

me.  I will go to any lengths to overcome 

this horrible drinking problem that I 

have.  Anything has to be better than 

where drinking has taken me this last 

year." 

Timothy H., Northeast Region 
 

TRUSTING THE EXPERIENCE 
THEY DID IT FOR US 

"I was first introduced to A.A. when I 

was 18, while incarcerated.  Later on, I 

was paroled and mandated to attend 

meetings.  This was the best thing they 

could have done for me.  At first, I went 

just to have my slip signed, but after a 

while I became active in a group.  I was 

(Continued from page 21) elected coffee maker.  I held that job for 

quite some time and benefited in more 

ways than I can list.  I held other posi-

tions within the group and went on many 

commitments to other groups, detoxes, 

jails, etc.  The change in my attitude and 

the new direction my life took-it was 

remarkable.  In the following years, I got 

married to a beautiful woman, who later 

made me the father of two beautiful 

daughters.  As the years went by I also 

became a more valuable employee and 

thus held better positions within the 

company.  Unfortunately, the day came 

when I wasn't really grateful for every-

thing I had.  I think I thought that every-

thing I had was my own doing.  I took 

for granted the gift that God had given 

me through A.A. 

 

"Approximately one month before my 

eight-year anniversary, I picked up a 

drink.  Over the years, in meetings, I had 

heard people talking of 'picking up 

where you left off.' That was an under-

statement in my case.  From the day I 

began, I was never to return to the job I 

held or do anything else besides drink.  It 

didn't take long and I found myself in 

jail once again.  Once released, I re-

mained sober for a very short time and 

proceeded to do the same thing over and 

over again.  Each time I returned to 

drinking, the guilt and shame would get 

worse and worse, which only made me 

drink more.  I went through different 

programs and detoxes and each time 

things would seem to be getting better, I 

would tear it all apart by drinking again.  

Eventually, I landed myself in jail again 

for what I hope was my last stay there.  

Somehow, I managed to pull myself 

together and move on.  I went to as 

many meeting as I could get to.  Now, 

God has once again granted me a re-

prieve from the hell I was putting myself 

and my family through.  It was to be a 

while before I saw my wife and children 

again, but that day did come.  In less 

than two weeks I will have one year so-

ber.  This is a gift that I never want to 

take for granted again." 

John M., Northeast Region 

 

"In 1996 1 was sitting in the local bar 

playing darts and drinking beer, and I 

was still fairly sober.  Something inside 

of me said that I had to stop drinking my 

life away no matter what it took.  I left 

the bar and called an 800 number my 

dad had given me. Soon I was on my 

way to rehab.  Through them, I found 

A.A. I later realized that on that Satur-

day, it was my Higher Power speaking to 

me.  After rehab I went to a recovery 

house and stayed for four months.  Dur-

ing that time, I helped run the A.A. 

group.  At the end of four months and 

after much prayer, I headed back home 

and back to my job with a national cor-

poration.  I worked my Steps, went to 

meetings and helped everyone I could.  

Things were going great.  I was advanc-

ing very rapidly with my company, I was 

reunited with my son and I met a very 

wonderful woman and fell in love with 

her.  After two years of sobriety I decid-

ed that I did not need A.A. and the things 

that it taught me to stay sober.  Needless 

to say, I was very wrong.  In 30 days I 

managed to almost tear my life apart 

again.  Yes, I'm in prison, but I still have 

the relationship with my son and my 

girlfriend is still there.  They are both 

confused and baffled.  I know that God 

will get us through this if we just let 

Him.  I know what I have to do.  Return 

to A.A.-one day at a time." 

Harry A., East Central Region 

 

"I picked up my first drink at the age of 

nine or so.  I took right to it. By 15, I 

was regularly getting drunk and loved it, 

(Continued on page 23) 
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I landed in jail at sixteen.  When I was 

20, I entered a rehab to beat a court case.  

I never thought I could ever stop drink-

ing.  At that time I was well aware that I 

was an alcoholic.  One day in that rehab 

I was listening to a speaker and I decided 

to quit.  I moved from New York.  I got 

married and was on a dry drunk for four 

years.  Eventually, I picked up again.  

Within one year I lost my marriage, 

wrecked my car, and got arrested.  I was 

eventually sent to prison and when I 

came home, drinking was once again 

commonplace.  Since then, I have been 

in and out of jail and now have a 4 1/2 to 

9 sentence.  Since my incarceration, I 

have come to know and accept a loving 

God.  I have also decided to give myself 

a real shot at life and staying sober.  I'll 

be pushing 40 by the time I get home 

and I really want that happy, joyous and 

free life I have heard so many A.A. 

members talk about.  I try to Picture how 

good it can be but my confidence is very 

low.  I often wonder, 'How could I ever 

make it?' I am hoping for A.A. and its 

members to show me exactly that.  I 

know I have a way to go still before I get 

home, but at times the anxiety builds up 

in me.  But just for today, I try to leave it 

in God's loving hands and do my best to 

trust in Him." 

William J., Northeast Region 

 

THE PINK CAN 

 

'I have been sober for approximately 118 

days.  I was arrested for my third drunk 

driving offense in January.  As suggest-

ed, I went to A.A. the same day I was 

released from jail on bond.  I picked up a 

Big Book and a Step book and began 

reading them.  I also started reading Dai-

ly Reflections.  It is great to be more free 

now-even though I am confined to a cell.  

It is kind of ironic, but while I was at-

tending A.A. meetings in the free world, 

I became familiar with a pink can that 

sat on the table.  It was a collection for 

institutions.  I began putting money into 

the can every week, along with putting 

money in the hat when it was passed 

around.  When I was sent here, I was not 

able to keep my A.A. books.  Hopefully, 

(Continued from page 22) I will get a Big Book from the 'pink can.' 

I have come to love A.A. and it has fi-

nally shown me the light to a happier 

and easier lifestyle that I never knew 

totally existed.  It's great!" 

Sheldon W., West Central Region 

 

MORE SHARING 

FROM BEHIND THE WALLS 
 

"My husband was killed in a car accident 

in 1997. I lost complete control after 

that.  I started drinking heavy on top of 

drugs.  I was in blackouts almost every-

day.  Some of the charges that I am in-

carcerated for I have no knowledge of 

doing, but I was capable of doing them.  

I got locked up nine months after my 

husband's death.  I was killing myself 

and didn't even care.  Today, I can say I 

do have a life and I thank God for His 

help everyday.  I've got to live by His 

will.  My will is what got me where I am 

today.  It took me a while to get my life 

back on track.  Without my group and 

God I wouldn't have made it this far.  

We can't do it alone!  Today, I am a hap-

py recovering alcoholic.  There is life 

behind the walls!  When you feel like 

there is no peace or happiness to be 

found, search within yourself!  Go to an 

A.A. meeting-there is peace and happi-

ness there!" 

Kim S., Southeast Region. 

 

"I am presently on Death Row.  I was 

convicted in 1998 for murdering my 

wife and some man.  I am writing to you 

because I have been an alcoholic for a 

number of years.  I am 41 years of age.  I 

have been to A.A. and I believe in God.  

If I would have just stopped, I would not 

be where I am now, because I really 

don't remember what happened the night 

this took place.  I can sit in here and feel 

sorry for myself or I can reach out and 

ask A.A. for guidance." 

Ray T., East Central Region 

 

"I had my first drink when I was nine 

years old.  There was a can of beer in the 

back seat of my Dad's car, so, I drank it 

and hated the taste, but I felt all warm 

inside.  Not until I was 13 did I drink to 

get drunk.  Blackouts led to black eyes 

and many trips to the remand center, 

which led to prison time for various 

things I did to get money to drink.  Basi-

cally, drinking made me brave.  I made a 

lot of enemies, which I still am making 

amends to.  Some of them are no longer 

with us, but I was told to say a prayer 

anyway.  I pray the best I know how, 

mostly asking for guidance.  I know 

A.A. works because I'm working it for 

me and not for somebody in my family 

like before.  I really want the tools to 

help me stay sober.  It's like going back 

to school in a good way.  The people I 

have met are terrific.  They can see me 

smiling with my eyes now." 

Wanda L., Western Canada 

 

CORRECTIONS 

CORRESPONDENCE SERVICE 

 

If you are interested in corresponding 

with an outside A.A. member please 

write to the Correctional Facilities Desk 

at G.S.O., Box 459, Grand Central Sta-

tion, New York, NY 10163. 

 

PRERELEASE CONTACT 
 

If you write to G.S.O. within three to six 

months of your release date, we could 

try to arrange for someone to write to 

you just prior to your release.  This 

would give you a chance to have an A.A. 

contact in your home community to help 

with your transition from A.A. on the 

"inside" to "outside" A.A. 

We look forward to hearing from you. 



District 5 Wenatchee, Moni-

tor, Cashmere, Peshastin, Leavenworth, Plain, 
Waterville 

District 3 
NW Spokane, SW Steven’s & Lincoln Coun-
ties, Ritzville, Davenport, Wilbur, Crescent 

District 4 
Benton, Franklin Counties; Tri-Cities 

C. P. C. 
Cooperation with the Professional 
Community 
Suzi Olsen  

GV. L. 
Grapevine and Literature 
Phil Reed 

Newsletter 
Rad Miller 

P. I. 
Public Information 
Russ Parton 

Treatment 
David McCallum 

District 1 
Southeast British Columbia: Trail, Castlegar, 
Nelson 

District 2 
Spokane County, South Spokane, 
Medical Lake, Cheney South 
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With a few more hours of work this edi-

tion of the Newsletter will be put to rest. 

As I write this short note to you I am 

reminded that the lesson of service for 

me is humility. I have been fortunate to 

serve you and to continue to work to-

ward carrying the information of our 

Area and myself to each of  the noble 

Districts that make up 92. 

Contact was made with both Districts 16 

and 21 in August. A list of updated GSR 

contact information was requested from 

each District. Leo R. from District 16 

and Ignachio S. from District 21. Both 

District contacts were to have this infor-

mation to me in time for the September 

issue of the Newsletter. Unfortunately I 

have received no updated contact infor-

mation as of this time. 

If you have not already noticed there is a 

section of this months Newsletter devot-

ed to the Spanish Districts. With time I 

pray that this will be a common addition 

to the WSEA 92 NL. 

 

YIS, Rad 

 

GREETINGS FROM DISTRICT 2! 

 

The July District 2 meeting, combined 

with a potluck, was hosted by Gloria L. 

at her home.  We had 32 people—an all-

time record!  Since the evening was 

pleasant and there were so many of us, 

we sat outside on the lawn.  Janie T. 

(DCM) chaired the meeting, assisted by 

Dan L-F (Alt. DCM) who explained 

motions discussed at the recent Quarter-

ly. 

 

NEW DISTRICT 2 REPRESENTA-

TIVE.   Julie S. was nominated and 

elected District 2 Rep. to the Central 

Office 12th Step Committee.  Barb B., 

who previously served in this position, 

has resigned since she is now GSR for 

the new Streets to Sobriety Group 

(which meets at the Women’s Shelter on 

Tuesdays at 8:00 p.m.). 

AA BIRTHDAYS.   Congratulations to 

Tom McG., GSR from the Spokane Fri-

day Night Group, who had his 9th AA 

birthday in July. 

CAMPOUTS.   Lots of members are 

enjoying AA campouts this summer.  

What a good way to have fun, fellowship 

and serenity in the beautiful areas of 

nature we are blessed with in the Pacific 

Northwest! 

SEPTEMBER DISTRICT 2 MEETING.   

Tuesday, Septem- ber 21, 

7:00 p.m., First 

Things First, 

518 West Third 

Avenue (upstairs 

in back of 

church), Spo-

kane. 

 

Yours in ser-

vice,  Ann P. 

 The Wenatchee Alano Club at 530 S. 

Wenatchee Ave. offers many local AA 

groups a place to hold regular meetings. 

In May of 1999, The Thursday Women's 

Candle Light meeting changed locations, 

leaving behind a need for a women’s 

meeting for those who frequently come 

to the Alano Club for AA meetings. 

To introduce myself, Hi-my name is 

Harriet I am an alcoholic. I along with 

several other women felt the need to 

continue having a women's meeting at 

the club. We also felt the need to open it 

to those women in the program who are 

smokers. Thus, we are the only women's 

AA meeting in the valley that permits its 

membership to smoke in the meeting. 

 The room we are renting also has a back 

door entrance for those women who are 

somewhat leery of venturing thru the 

front door of the club, having to climb 

the "12 steps" leading to the second floor 

and for those of you concerned with the 

possibility of breaking your anonymity. 

The back door also provides an entrance 

for women who are troubled with pass-

ing through the general population of 

men and women who use the club social-

ly in the evening. 

Thursday evening the current volunteer 

is Hazel and she is a pleasure to be 

around. 

Our first meeting was a success we had 9 

women in attendance and many were old 

timers with 10-19 years in the program. 

We encourage women to attend on 

Thursday evening, we begin at 8 p.m. 

and it is an hour and 1/2 meeting. After 

our first meeting we as a group of recov-

(Continued on page 25) 
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served as the Area (back when we were 

in Area 72) Archivist from 1993-1995. 

We are so happy and fortunate that she 

is taking on this responsibility again. 

Alice helped build a beautiful archives 

here in district 6. If you haven’t seen it, 

please check it out at the roundup in 

January. You’ll certainly learn a lot 

about Archives. Alice is always looking 

for new materials for our archives so if 

you have anything to give her, please 

do. We’ll all be very grateful. 

 

Alice also celebrated her 25th AA 

birthday in July. There was a wonderful 

pot-luck dinner and meeting in her back 

yard. Harry B. showed up to celebrate 

his 27th birthday. Carolyn R. was also 

there celebrating her 12th. I apologize 

for not having more birthdays, but I’ve 

just taken this position and have not 

received news of any other birthdays. I 

apologize to everyone who had a birth-

day this summer and did not get recog-

nized. I’ll try to get you all in the next 

newsletter. 

 

There are many new people coming 

into AA here in district 6. We are so 

blessed. We are also grateful to all AA 

members who are constantly available 

to be of service to them. Serenity Hall 

is commonly known as a first step Hall. 

There are meetings there nearly all day 

long. The last one is a nightly candle-

light meeting at 10:00 p.m. Come and 

participate with us at this meeting. It’s 

great. The Alano Club is also a place 

for new people in AA., as is the Mason-

ic Temple on North 4th Street across 

from Miller Park. If you care to get 

involved with newcomers you may 

want to check out meetings at these 

places. There is always a place for you 

to get more involved in AA. Are you 

willing to? 

 

I want to apologize for any errors in 

this letter. I wanted to get something in 

the paper, and I am aware that I don’t 

have dates for many of the activities 

I’ve mentioned. Please contact Central 

Office here if you have any questions. 

 

I’m grateful to serve you and Alcohol-

District 6 
Yakima, Selah, Union Gap 

District 7 
SE WA; Pullman, Clarkston; NC Idaho; 
Moscow, Lewiston, Riggins 

District 8 
N Benewah & Shoshone Counties, Kootenai 
County, Coeur d’ Alene 

District 9 
Walla Walla & Columbia Counties; Walla 
Walla, Milton Freewater, OR. 

Hello from District 6: 

 

I’ve moved back to Yakima from 

Lynnwood and am resuming my old job 

writing for the newsletter. It’s great 

being back in Yakima. AA is so special 

here in this district. Summer is full of 

fun here. There was a picnic sponsored 

by AMAA on Memorial day the first 

week-end in June. There were several 

hundred people there, and it was a blast. 

AMAA will host another picnic the first 

week-end in September, again at Ahta-

num Youth Park. It starts around 11:00 

a.m. and usually goes until about 4:00. 

There will be an Alky Angels campout 

in August. 

 

District 6 has several speaker meetings 

on a regular basis. A New Light has a 

speaker meeting and potluck dinner the 

last Saturday of every month at 6:00 

p.m.. Alice B spoke in July. Serenity 

Hall has a potluck and speaker meeting 

the last Saturday of every month at 

noon. Early Birds continues to sponsor 

quarterly speaker meetings at the Ma-

sonic Temple. The next one is in Octo-

ber. I’ll keep you posted next month. 

 

Alice B is the new Archivist in district 

6. Alice returns to this position after 

several years. She was the district Ar-

chivist in 1991 and 1992. She also 

ics Anonymous. Thank you all for my 

sobriety. 

 

Your friend, 

Dick W. 

ering women considered a number of 

names for our group The 2 final names 

were “Ladies night out" and 'The Back 

Door Ladies". The women in attendance, 

Pennie K, Jackie C., Alicia S., Bree B., 

Mary W, Frannie B., Sharon R, and my-

self took the back door entrance as a 

source of laughter and its reference to an 

old drinking behavior, hence the "Back 

 Door Ladies" group was formed. We 

turned an old behavior into a positive in 

our recovery. Please come and join us in 

our recovery and laughter. 

(Continued from page 24) 

Greetings from District 9 

 

We met for our District 9 monthly meet-

ing on Sunday, August 1st. Phil W. will 

be the next DCM until the end of the 

year. 

Representatives from District 9, report-

ed there has been good attendance and 

good group participation. 

The Sunday Big Book group will have 

their annual Gratitude Banquet in No-

vember. 

The Milton-Freewater Primary Purpose 

group is planning to sponsor a picnic. 

More information will be published 

as soon as the GSR provides more de-

tails. 

Because there is not much to report on 

this issue I just want to finish by writing 

some words I recently ran across in one 

of my favorite books. 

 

"For where two or three are gathered 

together in my name there I am in the 

midst of them". 

Mathew. 

 

Until next time friends, 

Teresa E. 
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 Well, it’s a really exciting time for 

AA here in Kittitas .  We have been 

experiencing much growth in AA here 

in District 10 recently, with new groups 

forming, new meetings, and new GSR’s 

participating at the District level. 

Here are some group reports: 

Cle Elum group, (Linda, alt.GSR) - had 

their first annual campout the weekend 

of July 29-Aug. 1st, which had a small 

turnout, but was a success none the less.  

Their monthly speaker meetings are 

going very well, with a huge turnout.  

Last month featured Ernie from Shore-

line.  The Cle Elum group has it’s 

speaker meeting the last Friday of each 

month.  Roy B. will be the speaker this 

month, Friday, Aug. 27 @ 8:00 p.m. at 

the Cle Elum Community church in Cle 

Elum.   

Birthdays for the month of August are 

Corinne  with 8 yrs., Jackie with 3 yrs., 

and Don with 1 year. 

 

6:30A.M. Group, (Tory-GSR, Bob H.-

alt.GSR) - group is going great .  Meets 

at the Alano club at 6:30A.M.   

Birthdays:  Jim celebrated 1 year and 

Tory had 6 months in July. 

 

Ellensburg Non-Smoking (ENS) Group 

(LeRoy, GSR) - going good.   

Birthdays:  Larry R. will have 15 years 

on September  9th. 

 

Kittitas Valley Group (KVG), Michael, 

GSR - had a business meeting, which 

will be on the 4th Friday of each month 

after the 5:30 pm meeting at the Alano 

Club.   

 

Sunday Morning Group (SMG), Red, 

GSR - meetings are going very well, 

with 3 chairpersons.  Planning on hav-

ing a group business meeting soon. 

 

Wednesday Night 1st Step Group, 

(Richard, GSR) - this is a new group, 

which consists of 1 meeting.  It is a first 

step meeting (O, NS), which meets in 

the basement of the Catholic Church in 

Cle Elum on Wednesday evenings at 

7:00 p.m.  The Catholic Church is locat-

ed on the corner of 2nd street and anoth-

er street (behind Mama Vallone’s). 

 

Mountain Top Group, (Brandi, alt.GSR) 

- group has 3 meetings which meet at 

5:30 p.m. on Tues., Thurs., and Sat., at 

the Alano Club in Ellensburg.   

 

Rule 62, (Laura H.-GSR, Kelly T.-

alt.GSR) - the group was 2 yrs. old in 

July.  They had bowling & pizza  for 

fellowship on July 31st, and are plan-

ning a group inventory for August.  The 

Tuesday night meeting is a closed litera-

ture study, and they have begun reading 

the Big Book and will read from the 

beginning through to Dr. Bob’s night-

mare, and then go on to the 12 traditions 

and the 12 steps in the 12 x 12. 

Birthdays:  Sara will be celebrating 5 

years on August 24. 

 

Serenity Group, (Teresa, GSR) - the 

potluck meetings (the last Thursday of 

the month) are going great.  Group 

meets in Ronald on Thursday evenings. 

 Other news:  The district potluck, 

speaker meeting, and pool party on Sat-

urday August 14th at Sunlight Waters 

went very well.  The weather was a little 

cool for swimming, but the kids didn’t 

mind.  I saw one grown-up brave the 

chilly waters (way to go Blair!) and that 

was quite entertaining.  There was a 

good turn out, with many visitors from 

the Yakima area, and tons of food and 

fellowship.  Many thanks to both of our 

speakers: Pat P. and Christine, for shar-

ing their experience, strength, and hope 

with us.  Also, thanks to everyone who 

volunteered their time and services, and 

also to all who attended.  We are now in 

the process of planning for the upcom-

ing Gratitude Banquet. 

YIS, Kelly T. 

District 10 
Kittitas County; Ellensberg, Cle Elum, Roslyn 

District 11 
Lower Yakima Valley; Sunnyside, Toppenish, Grandview, Prosser 

District 12 
S Okanogan & Ferry Counties; Chelan, 
Omak, Brewster, Methow Valley, Republic 

Hello! From District 12 

 

I am writing this in mid August. There 

is still al lot of AA activities to come 

this month. District 12’s Aas have been 

beusy going to BBQs and campoits 

fellow shipping and sharing their expe-

rience strength and hope. 

On August 15th The Republic serenity 

Group hosted a potluck, the District 

meeting and a workshop on service. 

Eleven of us braved the wind and rain 

and had a great time. We ate salmon, 

sausage dogs, stuffed zucchini and 

patato salads. We all got to know each 

other a little better and practiced work-

ing together assembling the canopy. 

The district meeting was shaired by 

Oly, our Alt DCM, and we discussed 

how we might get more of our Districts 

groups involved with the District and 

the up coming District elections in 

December. We concluded our reviw of 

the 12 Concepts and are ready to begin 

work on a district handbook. 

The workshop panel was made up of 

the 3 District 12 officers present and 

Dave M. the Area 92 treatment chair-

person. We shared about what service 

means to us, how we serve, and how 

service has improved our sobriety It 

was inspiring! 

I send thanks to Dave for coming to be 

with us and share, to Sarah C. for all 

the arrangements and to and to all who 

attended. Thank you! 

I need to catch up on some AA birth-

days. In July the Okanogon groups 

cleebrated with: Jerry C. 8 yrs., CC  

3yrs, and Jaquin 1 yr. 

On August 1st Greg F. Republic had 5 

years and on August 2nd Joe A of 

Nespelem had 30 yrs. Happy Birthday!! 

September news has been slow in com-

ing. I would like to remind my fellow 

District 12 GSRs that they must share 

their groups news with their news 

corespondent in order to share it with 

(Continued on page 27) 



AGENDA 1. To raise the prudent re-

serve to $1000.00, 2. To find an Alt. 

DCM, 3. Hosting area quarterly in July 

of 2000 

 Russ V. presented a letter from Bon-

ners Ferry Groups asking to host the 

Area Quarterly, scheduled for July 14 

&15 of next year.  Vera F. pointed out 

that the world will end before then due 

to Y2K, so why worry about it?  Chris R. 

said that Suzi O. had intended to present 

this last month, but time ran out.  She 

had put this on the floor at the last Quar-

terly.  Bruce R moved that we take this 

to the home groups.  Seconded by Gloria 

L.  Chris R. suggested polling members 

by phone as time is short.  The motion 

passed. 

 

SERVICE COMMITTEES: 

 

1-800- Vera F. All is going well, she got 

the Phone Co. to take off one $9.00 

charge from out of the area. 

 

Schedules-No report.  Gloria L. moved 

to have schedules available from Chris 

R. (Literature) and Vera F. (Treasurer).  

Bruce R. Seconded.  Motion passed. 

 

SCHEDULE CORRECTIONS-Ethel C.-

Panhandlers 7:00 Wed.-/Sandpoint (208) 

263-4723; Carol C.-Wed. Step Study/ 

Libby (406) 293-3435; Saturday Night 

Live (Sandpoint) is open meeting. Chris 

R. E-mail is criffe@televar.com.  

Note: New meeting 6:30 AM at the 

Catholic Church in Sandpoint.  Sorry I 

missed the day!  Also men’s step study 

5:30 P.M. , Wed. at the Methodist 

Church in Sandpoint. 

 

Literature-Chris R. has a new order go-

ing in tomorrow.  Gary from Bonners 

Ferry got 3 books for jail meetings.  Dis-

NEXT MEETING: SEPTEMBER 

12,1999, WOODWORKERS HALL, 

SANDPOINT 

SEND YOUR GROUP GSR TO MEET-

INGS! HELP US PLAN WORKSHOPS, 

UPDATE SCHEDULES AND SER-

VICE INFORMATION, AND PLAN 

ACTIVITIES! 1:00 PM 

District 14 Meeting Minutes, August 8, 

1999; Sandpoint, Idaho 1:09PM 

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER BY 

Larry W. with 6 GSR’s present of  9 

members attending 

 

TRADITIONS BY: Gloria L.  

 

MINUTES Approved as presented. Mo-

tion by Chuck S. Second by Russ V. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE Items were 

Pierce’s Progress, flyer for Hazelden, 

and letter from North wood requesting a 

schedule.  It was decided to send a 

schedule to Northwoods along with a 

letter explaining the difference between 

open and closed meetings. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT given by 

Vera F. $822.22.  Russ V.. moved to 

accept the Treasurer’s report.  Second by 

Chris R.  Motion passed. 
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District 14 
N Idaho, Bonner & Boundary Co., Sandpoint, 
New Port, WA. Libby, Troy Noxten MO. 

trict reimbursed Literature $17.40 for 

the 3 books.  

  

Archives- Bruce R. reported no re-

sponse from James on possible missing 

archives.  He has received no response 

from the Area Archivist.  He has re-

ceived some material from Bonnie 

N.and picked up the file cabinet from 

Ethel C.. 

 

Newsletter- NO report 

 

CI/CPC- NO report 

 

T/C-No report 

 

Activities/Events-  Blue Moon Camp 

out Aug. 20-22 Libby, MT. 

 

Old Business- None 

 

New Business- Russ V. moved to raise 

the prudent reserve to $1000.00.  Chuck 

S. seconded.  Chris R. suggested having 

a separate account for sending the DCM 

to Quarterlies and such.  The motion 

passed.   

 Chris R. moved to take the need for 

a new Alt. DCM to the groups.  Bruce 

R. seconded.  Motion passed.  Ethel C. 

asked about the district inventory.  No 

one present had much information. 

 

HOME GROUP SHARING 

 

TROY MONTANA GROUP-Larry W.  

Attendance has been good. The Yaak 

River Camp Out was a success.  Hope 

to see you there next year.  Birthdays 

for August: Clarence M. 40 years, Don 

R. 29 years. 

 

SUNDAY MORNING- Gloria L.  Sun-

day morning is up with attendance!  

Last meeting being around 30.  Birthday 

Sunday for Sept. will start with a mini 

Pot Luck instead of cake for celebrating.  

Anyone who would like to share their 

birthday, come to Sunday Morning at 

the end of each month.  Contact Gloria 

L. if your birthday is in September. 

 

MONDAY NIGHT MEN’S MEETING

- Chuck S.   Men’s step working meet-

(Continued on page 28) 

District 13 
Spokane Valley, (East Spokane): Millwood, 
Oportunity, Dishman 

the Area. 

Our September District meeting will be 

held in Chelan on September 19th. The 

exact location has yet to be finalized. 

 

Until next time… 

 

Janine District 12 

secritary/coorespondant 

(Continued from page 26) 



District 15 
North Eastern WA, Stevens County, Kettle 
Falls, Coville, Chewelah 

ing @7:00 p.m. at the Episcopal Church 

in Sandpoint. 

 

Adjourned-2:20 P.M. 

 

CLOSED with the Serenity Prayer 

 

Yours in Service-Larry W. 

NEXT MEETING: Sept. 12, 1999 

 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS ETC. 

Call Larry W. @(406) 295-4175 

Write POB 604 ;Troy, MT 59935 

EMAIL watt@montanasky.net   

  

TREASURER’S REPORT  July 1999 

 

BEGINNING BAL   $829.44 

7/8/99 

MCI MTN COMM 529  $66.80 

7/8/99 

SPRINT   530   $30.70 

7/8/99 

GTE   531   $66.69 

6/6/99 

L. W.-SEC EXP 532   $13.20 

7/18/99 

DALLAS H.(SCHED) 533 $74.03 

Total Expense    $251.42 

Current Balance    $578.02 

 

 RECEIVED FROM GROUPS 

 

7/1/99 

SATURDAY NITE LIVE 5597   $20.20 

6/15/99 

SUN-TUES LIVING S 5598 $124.00 

6/24/99 

DRY RIVER RATS   5599   $60.00 

7/22/99 

ELMIRA WEDS.  266905    $ 40.00 

TOTAL CONTRIB.      $244.20 

TOTAL CURR. BAL.     $822.22 

(Continued from page 27) 

District 18 
Dayton, Prescot, Waitsburg, Pomeroy 
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District 16 
Spanish Speaking WSEA 92 South 

District 17 
NW Spokane, Deer Park 

District 19 
Quincy, Ephrata, Lakeview, Soap 
Lake, Moses Lake, Royal City, 
Othello 

District 20 
Yakima 

through out the summer months. Also, 

we have been getting a lot of out of town 

visitors which is always cool. Dave P 

and his wife had another addition to 

there wonderful family recently. and a 

hearty congrats goes out to them (He can 

include more as he’s the one who Fax’s 

this as my Modem is still caddywam-

pus). Until next time     Stay cool!! 

 

YIS, 

Ron F. DCM D18 

We had our monthly GSR meeting on 

July 11th & Aug. 1 This will cover both 

months. My apologies for not getting 

Julys~ out on time. Birthdays are as fol-

lows. 

Dayton:Christina M., Al R. & Sarah S. 

have 60 Days, Bob M. 7 Yrs. 

SIS: Dana D. 30 Days, Lara F. 13 Yrs., 

Karen M. 5 Yrs. & Wendy K. 3 Yrs. 

Waitsburg: Ron M. 2 Yrs., Ron F. 13 

Yrs. & Woody E. with 21 Yrs. 

Prescott: Bob R. 4 Yrs. 

AA1O1: Annette H. 1 Yr. 

 

These birthdays are a combination of the 

last few months that I’ve missed. in the 

July meeting it was discussed that since 

my work schedule was as it is. that our 

Alt. DCM would be going to the Quarter-

ly, and was reported on during our 8/99 

meeting. Lots of info, was brought back. 

Karen M. & Wendy K. volunteered to be 

co-chairs for the up coming Quarterly 

that we will be hosting. A few house-

keeping issues were discussed during 

both mtgs. Being that our next mtg. falls 

on Labor Day weekend, it was discussed 

that it be moved from 9/5 to 9/12, so the 

next meeting will be on the 12th., at 

which time we will be holding elections 

for new District Officers. 

The meetings around 

the Dist. 

report 

good 

at-

tendance 

First, I would like to apologize for not 

sending in a report last mnth to the 

Newsletter. Family obligations kept me 

from the District meeting, and there was-

n’t much to report from the minutes. 

Although our DCM was unable to attend 

the Quarterly due to financial con-

straints, we are still an active district and 

plan on sending him to the Assembly in 

October in Spokane. 

It is important for all groups to send 

their GSRs to the Assembly. This is an 

election year and new officers for Area 

will be elected. 

We are not having any luck getting any 

volunteers for the PI/PCP committee. It 

meets the first Monday of the month at 

Central Office at 7:00 pm. 

Corrections & Treatment are also always 

looking for more people to help out. 

All of the meetings in the District seem 

to be holding their own, but all report a 

lack of participation in Group con-

science and service work. 

District 20 is trying to attract more peo-

ple to the District meetings, so we decid-

ed to turn the August District business 

meeting into a potluck. It was August 

16th, and was a huge success. We got a 

really great turnout of people who have 

(Continued on page 29) 



W. S. P. 
Walla Walla 

District 21 
Spanish Speaking WSEA 92 North 

not previously showed up for this meet-

ing. Hopefully, this will help get some 

needed bodies to become involved in 

service work. 

 

Upcoming Events: 

Keys t the Future Group is holding a 

BBQ/Potluck. It will be on Saturday, 

September 11th at Sarg Hubbard Park 

from 4:30 pm to 7:30 pm. 

Hope to see you around!! 

 

Jeanette :) 

(Continued from page 28) 
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District Reports/Español Boletín de noticias 
in the evening there is one hell of a good 

series of A.A. meetings.  Almost Home 

A.A. Group, Willshare A.A. Group, and 

the granddaddy of all prison A.A. The 

Pioneer A.A. Group.  Come one Come 

all.  Contact Linda Finn at: 1313 N. 13th 

Avenue, MB. 27, Walla Walla, WA., 

99362.  Call (509)525-3610 Ext. 6479. 

 If you have never been to the Joint, 

now is a good time to call as it takes 

about thirty days to get you cleared. 

 

See you in September 

Larry K. 

GSR Willshare A.A. Group 

antes.  De verdad quiero las herramien-

tas que me ayuden a mantenerme so-

bria.  Es como volver a la escuela con 

ganas de aprender.  Las personas que 

he conocido son fantasticas.  Ahora 

pueden ver la sonrisa en mis ojos." - 

Wanda L., Oeste del Canadi 
 

SERVICIO DE CORRESPONDEN-

CIA 
DE CORRECCIONALES (SCC) 

 

Si tienes inter6s en intercambiar corre-

spondencia con un niiembro de A.A. de 

afuera, escribe a Correctional Facilities 

Desk, G.S.O., Box 459, Grand Central 

Station, New York, NY 10 1 63. 

 

CONTACTOS ANTES DE LA 

PUESTA EN LIBERTAD 
 

Si escribes a la G.S.O. con una antela-

ci6n de tres a seis meses a la fecha de 

tu puesta en libertad, podrfamos inten-

tar hacer arreglos para que tuvieras a 

alguien a quien escribirjusto antes de 

salir en libertad.  De esa manera, 

tendrfas la posibilidad de ponerte en 

contacto con un A.A. residents del 

pueblo en que vas a vivir que te podria 

ayudar a hacer la transici6n de A.A. de 

"adentro" a A.A. de "afuera." Espera-

mos tener noticias tuyas. 

Continuado de la paginacion 20 

Dear A.A. ers  July 25, 1999 

 

Just how many of us have sat down and 

tried to figure out what we were going 

to do next week.  Now you know that 

the program is “One Day At A Time”, 

so do we set on our laurels without a 

daily planner.  Of course not, that’s 

what we did when we were wet to our 

ears.  Let the devil take the hind parts 

and we will do what we want.  Natural 

mental attitude for many of us drunks.  

Of course, I speak for myself. 

 Even today I find it hard to get off 

my you know what and get a plan.  I 

enjoy waiting to the last minute to get it 

done and because of His Grace it usual-

ly works out pretty well.  By now I 

have you completely confused and your 

asking, “What the hell is this guy talk-

ing about?”  Good-Now that I have 

your attention!!!!!! 

 This is about the 18th day of Sep-

tember 1999, and it is a day to mark on 

your calendars for sure.  The place is in 

Walla Walla, Washington over on 1313 

N. 13th Avenue and the building is 

“PEN”.  It is probably the easiest place 

to find in this town.  The time is start-

ing around 9:30 in the morning to 8:30 

a muerte.  En 1998 me condenaron por 

matar a mi esposa y a un hombre.  Les 

escribo porque he sido alcoh6lico bas-

tantes aiios.  Tengo 41 aiios de edad.  He 

ido a ]as reuniones de A.A. y creo en 

Dios.  Si hubiera podido dejar de beber, 

no estarfa donde estoy ahora, porque la 

verdad es que no me acuerdo de lo que 

pas6 aquella noche.  Puedo estar aqui y 

sentir Idstima de mf mismo o puedo 

pedir la orientaci6n de A.A." - Ray T., 

Regi6n Este Central 
 

,Me tom6 mi primer trago cuando tenfa 

nueve aftos.  Habfa una lata de cerveza 

en el asiento de atrds del auto de n-ti 

papd, y me la bebf y no me gust6 el 

sabor, pero me sentfa muy bien por den-

tro.  No empec6 a beber para em-

boffacharme hasta los 13 afios.  Las la-

gunas mentales me Ilevaron a tener los 

ojos morados y muchas visitas al centro 

de detenci6n, lo que me condujo a 

prisi6n por varias cosas que hice para 

conseguir dinero para beber.  Bisicamen-

te, la bebida me hacia sentir valiente.  

Me gand muchos enemigos, a quienes 

afin sigo haciendo reparaciones hoy.  

Algunos ya fallecieron, pero me dijeron 

que rezara una oraci6n por ellos.  Rezo 

lo mejor que s6, y casi siempre pido 

orientaci6n.  S6 que A.A. funciona 

porque practico el programa por mf mis-

ma, no por alguien de mi famiiia, como 
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TBA WSEA 92 Delegate Report. Walla Walla State Penitentiary. Contact Ginger B. (See contact sheet at end of 
  newsletter) 
 
3-5  XXVII CONVENCION HISPANA DE ALCOHOLICOS ANONIMOS. Comite Organizador XXVII Convencion 
  Hispana De Estado Unidos y Canada  POB 47458 Atlanta, GA 30362. Tel. 770.452.0059 Fax 770.452.0766 
 
11  WSEA 92 Corrections/Treatment Quarterly. Kennewick. 10:30a – 3:00p. Hosted by District 4. Llutheran  
  Church, Hwy. 395 & Yelm. Contact Robbin J. 509.734.8313/rrjfht@gte.net 
 
18  Washington State Penitentiary Groups Annual Fall Workshop. Walla Walla, WA. Be in parking lot by 11:00a 
  Contact Linda Finn 509.526.6479  (See flyer this issue) 
 
18  Spokane Pre-Assembly for Districts 1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 13, 14, 15 and 17. St. David’s Church, 7315 N. Wall. Potluck 
  lunch. Contact Robert K. 509.466.8048/509.467.3529 or Verna Wales 509.487.3148 (See flyer this issue) 
 
25  Fall Forum 1999. Sponsored by District 5. Skookum Group Hall (VFW Hall) 11th and Baker 
  East Wenatchee, WA. Contact Tod U. at 509.663.8003 or Sara C. at 509.548.8176  
 
 
2  Quincy Pre-Assembly for Districts 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 11, 12, 16, 18, 19, 20 and 21. Location to be announced in 
  the September issue of WSEA 92 Newsletter. 
 
9  Speaker Meeting. Dave P. 23 yrs. Los Angeles, CA. Hosted by the There Is A Solution. 8:00p, Masonic Tem
  ple, Pasco. 
 
15-17 WSEA 92 Assembly. Moving Forward: Unity Through Humility. Hosted by District 13. Spokane, WA. 
  (See flyer this issue) 
 
23  WSEA 92 Corrections/Treatment Workshop. District 7. 
  Contact Mike M. 509-458-3929/mcmurtm@aimcomm.com or Dave M. 509.838.4952/dmac2@gte.net 

Calendar of Events 
September 1999 

November 1999 

October 1999 

December 1999 

January 2000 

February 2000 

March 2000 

April 2000 

May 2000 

June 2000 

July 2000 

August 2000 

September 2000 

October 2000 
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Upcoming Events 
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Upcoming Events 
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Newsletter Subscription Forms 

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION FORM 
 
 

THE SUGGESTED SUBSCRIPTION DONATION IS $12.00 
 
Name:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Street:  _______________________________________________  Apt.:  ________ 
 
City:  ___________________________________  State:  _______  Zip:  ________ 
 
 
    Mail to: Washington State East Area 
       Newsletter Subscription 
       Lindyn Andreasen 
       P.O. Box 401 
       Prosser, WA 99350-0401 

FORMULARIO de SUBSCRIPCION 
PARA CARTA NOTICIERA 

 
 

LA DONACION SUGERIDA PARA SUBSCRIPCION ES $12.00 
 
Nombre:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Calle/St.:  ______________________________________________  Apt.:  ________ 
 
Ciudad:  _______________________________  Estado:  _____  Codigo:  ________ 
 
 
    Envie a: Washington State East Area 
       Newsletter Subscription 
       Lindyn Andreasen 
       P.O. Box 401 
       Prosser, WA 99350-0401 
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Contributions in support of the Washington State East Area are made payable to: 
 
Washington Sate East Area 
P.O. Box 401 
Prosser, WA  99350-0401 
 
Please accompany all payments with Group and District number 
 
Contribution Amount:  $  ________________ 
 
Group Name:  ______________________________________ 
 
Group #:  ______________  (this is your 6-digit number)    District #:  ________ 
 
Address:  ______________________________________ 
 
City:  __________________________________ 
 
State:  ______    Zip:  __________ 
 
 

Contribuciones en Apoyo De La Area Este Del Estado de Washingtion Seran Hechas a: 
 
Washington Sate East Area 
P.O. Box 401 
Prosser, WA  99350-0401 
 
Por Favor Submita Numero de Grupo y Distrito Contribuciones 
 
Cantidad de Contribucion:  $  ________________ 
 
Nombre de Grupo:  ______________________________________ 
 
Numero (#) de Grupo:  ______________  (6-Numeros)    Numero (#) de Distrito:  ________ 
 
Domicilio:  ______________________________________ 
 
Ciudad:  __________________________________ 
 
Estado:  ______    Codigo:  __________ 
 
 
 

W.S.E.A. 92 Contribution Forms 
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Contact Information 

 

Rad Miller 
1320 Terrace Court 
East Wenatchee, WA 98802 

Phone: 509.884.5180 
Fax: 509.886.0898 
Email: rmiller@televar.com 

Alcoholics Anonymous  

WASHINGTON STATE EAST AREA 92 
NEWSLETTER 

Area Position Name Address Phone Email 

Delegate Ginger Rhoades Bell 634 Valley Westside Rd 
Colville, WA 99114 

509-684-5778 mgbell@theofficenet.com 

Alt. Delegate Rusty Kidder 4203 N Normandie 
Spokane, WA 99205 

509-323-7898 rustyK47@aol.com 

Chair Michael Bell 634 Valley Westside Rd 
Colville, WA 99114 

509-684-5778 mgbell@theofficenet.com 

Alt. Chair Woody Epp POB 638 
Waitsburg, WA 99361 

509-337-6549 woody@wwics.com 

Treasurer Lindyn Andreasen 1215 Riverside Drive 
Prosser, WA 99350 

509-786-1475 andreasl@wolfenet.com 

Alt. Treasurer Don Helgeson POB 173 
Waitsburg, WA 99361 

509-337-6186 helgesd@wwics.com 

Secretary Carol Wilbur RR #2 S5 C2 
Castlegar, BC V1N 3L4 

250-359-6652 cwilbur@netidea.com 

Archivist Rick Hines 2380 NE Ellis Way 
C-16 
Pullman, WA 99163 

509-332-3700 hinesric@wsunix.wsu.edu 

Corrections Mike McMurtrie 4428 Sunnycreek Drive 
Spokane, WA 99224 

509-458-3929 mcmurtm@aimcomm.com 

C. P. C. Suzi Olsen HCR 62 Box 56 
Moyie Springs, ID 83845 

208-267-7650 solson@dmi.net 

GV. L. Phil Reed 1592 Old Naches Hwy. 
Naches, WA 98937 

509-965-2606 philyak@televar.com 

Newsletter Rad Miller 1320 Terrace Court 
East Wenatchee, WA 98802 

509-884-5180 rmiller@televar.com 

P. I. Russ Parton POB 730 
Wapato, WA 98951 

509-452-4117  

Treatment Dave McCallum 618 E 17th Ave 
Spokane, WA 99207 

509-838-4952 dmac2@gte.net 

The Washington State East Area Newsletter is a monthly publi-
cation.  It is dependent upon the submissions of the groups, 
committees, and officers for its content.  This newsletter is dis-
tributed free of charge to elected and appointed officers of the 
Washington State East Area, DCM’s, GSR’s, past Delegates, GSO, 
Pacific Regional Trustee.   A yearly subscription is available for a 
donation of $12.00.  These payments are to be made payable to 
the Washington State East area Treasurer.  The Washington 

State East Area currently has twenty Districts that span a large 
geographic area in the inland empire.  WSEA 92 encompasses 
all of eastern Washington as well as parts of British Columbia, 
Idaho, Montana, and Oregon.  This vast expanse of territory al-
lows this newsletter to perform an important function of inform-
ing the individual alcoholic as to the activities, news, and events 
that take place in their Area. 
The Washington State East Area Newsletter Editor reserves the 
right to refuse the publication of any submission. 


