
May 26, 1999 

Hello to everyone: 

 

 I have been back from 

New York and the General 

Service Conference for a 

month.  I have traveled 

every weekend to give a 

report.  So far I have trav-

eled over 1,600 miles to 

meet with you.  Thank you 

to everyone who worked 

to plan these events.  The 

following is my schedule 

for Delegate reports and 

other area functions: 

 

5/1 District 7 Clarkston 

5/8 District 4 Richland 

5/15 District 11 Sunnyside 

5/22 Dist. 8 Osborn, Idaho 

6/2 Airway Heights Correc-

tional Facility Spokane  

6/12 District 1 Castlegar 

6/19 District 17 Spokane 

6/26 or 27 Districts 5, 12 

7/2-4 Pacific Northwest 

Conference Richmond, BC 

7/11 Dist. 14 Sandpoint? 

7/16-17 Area 92 Quarterly 

Warfield, BC 

 

The Conference was won-

derful and once again a spir-

itual process.  We discussed 

several difficult issues at 

length and came to a group 

conscience that could be 

accepted by the minority.  

Included in this newsletter 

is the summary listing of all 

the Conference Advisory 

Actions.  Please join me at 

one of the reports where I 

can share the conference 

with you in more detail.   

With love in service to the 

fellowship, 

 

Ginger Rhoades Bell 

Panel 48 

Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of men and women 

who share their experience, strength and hope with each 

other that they may solve their common problem and help 

others to recover from alcoholism.  The only requirement 

for membership is a desire to stop drinking.  There are no 

dues for fees for AA membership; we are self-supporting 

through our own contributions.  AA is no allied with any 

sect, denomination, politics , organization or institution; 

does not wish to engage in any controversy, neither endors-

es nor opposes any causes.  Our primary purpose is to stay 

sober and help other alcoholics to achieve sobriety. 
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Volume Issue 

July, 1999 

Delegates Report Ginger Bell Rhoades 

CONFERENCE ADVISORY ACTIONS OF THE  

49TH GENERAL SERVICE CONFERENCE 

 

The following recommendations were approved by the 49th General Service Conference 

and the General Service Board. 

 

Floor Action 

It was recommended that: 

1. The following statement be added to the vacancy announcement letters for appointed 

 committee member, non-trustee director, Class A trustee, regional trustee and trustee 

 at-large/U.S. or Canada: 

"In seeking applications for all vacancies in Alcoholics Anonymous, the Fellowship 

is committed to creating a large applicant file of qualified persons which reflects the 

inclusiveness and diversity of A.A. itself." 

 

Agenda 

It was recommended that: 

2. The theme for the 2000 General Service Conference be: "Trusting Our Future to 

 A.A. Principles." 

3. The following be presentation/discussion topics for the 2000 General Service Con

 ference: 

 a) Recovery: 

1. Trust the God of Your Understanding 

2. Clean House 

3. Work With Others 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Post It! 

JU LY  NE WSLET TE R  

CONFIDENTIAL 

This is a confidential document for AA members 

only.  It contains member’s last names, addresses 

and telephone numbers. 

 

PLEASE RESPECT OUR ANONYMITY 

 

The newsletter is distributed free to all Area 

Officers, DCMs, GSRs of registered groups, Past 

Delegates, Pacific Regional Trustee and GSO.  

However, the Newsletter is intended to be shared 

with all members of the fellowship.  Home groups 

or individuals may subscribe if they would like 

their own copy. 

 
GSRs- PLEASE SHARE THE NEWSLETTER WITH YOUR GROUP. 

WASHINGTON STATE EAST AREA 92 

NEWSLETTER  

is published monthly by the Washington State East 

Area 92 Area Assembly of Alcoholics Anonymous to 

provide communication within the membership of 

AA.  Opinions expressed are not to be attributed to 

Alcoholics Anonymous as a whole, nor does  

publication of any article imply endorsement by 

Alcoholics Anonymous, or Washington State East 

Area, except when Conference-approved publications 

are quoted.  Articles from A.A. World Service, Inc.

(AAWS) and the A.A. Grapevine, Inc. (as well as 

other publications) appearing herein are reprinted 

with permission. 

The Deadline for 

Submissions to the 

August issue of the 

Newsletter will be 

July 15.  
If you are from district 

12 and would like to read 

about your district’s His-

tory you will be able to 

find it in the December 

98 issue of the WSEA 92 

Newsletter in the “Our 

History” column titled 

District 5. 

Audry at the Spokane  Central of-

fice would like to remind everyone 

to bring extra copies of their Dis-

tricts meeting schedules to the 

Area Assembly this fall so that 

each district will be able to re-

ceive a copy. 

Thanks 



“Humbly asked Him to remove our 

shortcomings.” 

Reprinted from the Twelve Steps and Twelve Tradi-

tions, page 70, with permission of A.A. World 

Services, Inc. 
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D.C. and had gotten sober there. 

 

He set up the first meeting in 

Spokane on June 21, 1945 at 

the Davenport Hotel with 8 

curious people. The message 

caught on and soon there 

were 12 members meeting 

regularly. They moved 

from the Davenport to 

the second floor of 

the nearby West-

ern Union 

building. 

 

Curt was a real entrepreneur and he also 

wanted an ALANO club similar to those 

back east. He connected with other non-

alcoholic groups and service clubs in 

Spokane to get financial support. The 

Athletic Round Table, the Early Birds 

club and even two breweries kicked in 

and it was possible to buy the house at 

119 W. 7th in October 1945. 

 

Bobbie (who had replaced Ruth Hock at 

the Foundation) wrote Curt about solicit-

ing for outside funds: 

“I think this is the first time we have 

heard of any group soliciting outside 

financial aid and we wonder a little bit 

about the advisability. The public is usu-

ally surprised and with reason that we 

are self-supporting. For years alcoholics 

were anything but.... Of course we wish 

you luck on this or anything else you do, 

but we would like to caution you not to 

be in a hurry about making decisions to 

do a clubhouse, etc.” 

 

The first contact with AA in Wash-

ington State began in Seattle with a 

letter from Mrs. J.S. to the Alcoholic 

Foundation on November 24, 1939. A 

second letter from Margaret D. arrived 

in New York in 1940. Both of these 

women were wives of alcoholics. The 

first letter from an alcoholic was from 

Dave W. who wrote John Rockefeller. 

Dave had been sober since 1937 on his 

own but had been unsuccessful in 

helping others. He had read about 

AA and Rockefeller’s interest 

in AA. Rockefeller sent his 

letter on to Ruth Hock, the 

non-alcoholic secretary of Bill 

W. 

 

Dave was especially interested in 

helping the men of Skid Road (this 

may well be the first time this term 

was used in connection with drunks). 

Dave called the people he was trying 

to help “suspects.” 

 

Ruth Hock, Bill W.’s secretary, an-

swered Dave’s letters. On April 19, 

1941, the first meeting of the Seattle 

Group was held at the Washington 

Hotel. Cost was $3.00 for a room with 

a bath and a bed. They wanted a bed in 

case anyone passed out, but fortunate-

ly, no one needed the bed. 

 

Dave W. is considered the founder of 

AA in Washington. He was soon 

joined by Dale A. who became our 

first Delegate. Dave moved to Florida, 

organized AA there and died of a heart 

attack in 1942. At times Dale was the 

only member of the Seattle Group, but 

he held fast and soon groups began in 

Tacoma and other nearby towns. 

 

The first indication of AA activity in 

Spokane began in October 1941 with a 

letter from G.F. to Bobbie who had 

replaced Ruth Hock as Foundation 

Secretary. There is no record of what-

ever happened in that case. The first 

real contact was by Curt F. who 

moved to Spokane from Washington 

Curt continued to raise funds and soon 

the Alano Club was self-supporting 

through slot machine profits. Slot ma-

chines were also very successful at the 

Club in Seattle. In fact, the profits were 

responsible for one of the most charm-

ing stories in our Washington history. It 

seems that some of the members no-

ticed when Bill and Lois came to visit 

in 1948, that their clothes were shabby 

and worn. So some of the Seattle mem-

bers decided to send them each a gift 

certificate for new clothes for Easter. In 

acknowledging the gift, Bill wrote: 

“That the slot machines should 

have contributed to this cause is a mat-

ter of great delight. What could be 

more unique than slot machines, 

figuratively speaking, shucking our 

palms and lilies on Easter Day? 

Thereby Lois and I are well blessed 

and, of course, the machines them-

selves become highly spiritualized.” 

 

In Spokane, There were growing pains 

and financial concerns for both AA and 

the Alano Club through the years, but 

eventually the distinction between the 

two became clear, each doing what it 

does best. Most of the early meetings 

were held in the Alano Club, but the 

Valley Group established in 1954 be-

gan in homes and later moved to the 

Millwood City Hall. 

 

In 1948, two men from Trail B.C. de-

cided to drive to Spokane to attend a 

meeting because they heard there “was 

a gang in Spokane that cured drunks.” 

Only Steve made it to the meeting be-

cause John got drunk when he hit town. 

But Steve went back to Trail, placed an 

ad in the local paper and started a 

group. 

 

In 1949, Bill was visiting his sister in 

Lardeau, B.C. and decided to go the 

meeting held at a member’s home. You 

can imagine the shock of those 7 mem-

bers when he walked ml He and Lois 

also attended the first assembly held in 

British Columbia in 1951. 

(Continued on page 4) 

A Look Back At Our Beginnings 
A Presentation Given at the 45th Anniversary Celebration of AA in Spokane. 
Spokane Alano Club, June 12, 1999. Jan P. presenter 



“Every A.A. group ought to be fully self 

supporting, declining outside 

contributions.” 

Reprinted from the Twelve Steps and Twelve Tradi-

tions, page 160, with permission of A.A. World 

Services, Inc. 
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members lining to give Bill their ideas. 

No one can remember what the ideas 

were but they can all remember Bill’s 

answer: “Why don’t you try it? If it’s 

good, it’ll work. If it isn’t, the members 

will throw it out.” I can just imagine how 

some of those eager early members went 

back to their groups, saying that Bill had 

discussed their ideas with them. 

 

So, here we are today, tracing our 

growth and the phenomenon of AA—the 

paradoxes of our Fellowship: 

 

The groups are always broke, but always 

seem to have money. They are always 

losing members but always seem to 

grow. They claim that AA is a selfish 

program but always seem to be doing 

things for others. Every group passes 

edicts, rules and pronouncements which 

everyone blithely ignores (my favorite is 

that one group went from not admitting 

anyone who had been drinking, to any-

one with alcohol on his breath, to anyone 

who had been smoking opium in the 

elevators.) 

 

These few highlights of our past serve to 

remind us of those who have gone before 

us 

 

Because of the closeness to Spokane 

and the dedication of such members as 

Jerry and Vi Murphy, Sevilla and Lau-

rel B., Omer and Dorothy L., Mary 

Jane P. and Art K, Trail wanted to be 

part of the Washington Area and a 

strong bond developed which exists 

even today with members like Dee and 

Don W. who make the trip up north 

and open their home to Canadian AA 

members. 

 

Groups continued to flourish, with the 

Tuesday Night Beginners Group at the 

Alano Club in 1951. Early members 

included Patte M.. Fran and Jan P., 

Glenn J. and Joyce Mc, The Deer Park 

Group (which met in the Alano Club, 

not in Deer Park), the Unity Group, 

Wednesday Night Women’s Group, 

The Northside Group with Kay, Ruth 

O. and many others too numerous to 

mention. 

 

Bill and Lois made two trips to Seat-

tle, the first in December 1943. Trav-

elling by train, they visited Portland, 

Seattle and Los Angeles. The follow-

ing Christmas, he sent this message: 

`“Few experiences in our memory 

are more precious than those of this 

particular journey. For Lois and me, 

you western groups opened a new 

vista of A.A... . a vision of its spread 

to the farthest corner of this world. If 

A.A. can cross mountains, why not the 

seas!” 

 

Even as prophetic as Bill was, I 

doubt he envisioned a time when 

we would have over 1500 groups 

internationally (as reported in the 

latest International Directory). 

 

He and Lois returned in February 

1948 at which time they were hon-

ored at luncheon as the CO-founders 

of AA. (Lois found that very amus-

ing). Some people remember that 

event because the chicken was only 

half-cooked, but more remember 

(Continued from page 3) 
and our debt to them. Much of what I 

have said can be found in our Washing-

ton Area History, Our Stories Disclose. 

That book is very careful not to give 

credit to its editors, but we need to 

know that it was a dedicated effort by 

many, but primarily by Eric B., Denis 

F., and Burke D. Unfortunately, the 

book is out of print, but there is a grow-

ing feeling that it should be reprinted so 

we never lose the knowledge of “what 

we used to be like.” 

 

A Look Back At Our Beginnings 
A Presentation Given at the 45th Anniversary Celebration of AA in Spokane. 
Spokane Alano Club, June 12, 1999. Jan P. presenter 

Quote of the Month 
Reprinted with permission of the A.A. 

Grapevine, Inc.  July 1991 p. 17 

 

A Way Out 

 

“I often say and shall always say that 

the Twelve Steps are one of the very 

great summaries and organic collec-

tions of spiritual truth known to history. 

They have an almost universal rele-

vance (not a relevance for alcoholics 

alone). They will offer a way out for 

many a person who knows nothing per-

sonally of alcoholism.” 

 

-Rev. Sam Shoemaker 

January 1964 Grapevine 
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 b) Unity: 

1.  Our Common Welfare 

2.  The Informed Group Conscience and Substantial Unanimity 

3.  Practicing Genuine Humility Through Anonymity 

 c) Service: 

1. I Am Responsible 

2. Our Primary Purpose 

3. Spirit of Rotation 

4. The following be the workshop topic for the 2000 General Service Conference: 

"Trusting Our Future to A.A. Principles." 

a) Twelve Steps 

b) Twelve Traditions  

c) Twelve Concepts 

 

Archives (Members of this committee serve on this as a secondary committee assignment) 

It was recommended that: 

5. The trustees' Archives Committee review the Archives Handbook and consider the need for any changes and/or an Archives 

Kit. 

 

Cooperation With the Professional Community  No Recommendations. 

 

Correctional Facilities 

It was recommended that: 

6. In the pamphlet "It Sure Beats Sitting in a Cell," the first six paragraphs on pages 18 & 19 under the heading "We Set Up 

A.A. Contacts" be replaced with the changes selected by the Committee. 

7. To get more A.A.s interested in participating in the Corrections Correspondence Service, the 1983 Conference Advisory 

Action that "A letter explaining the Institutions Correspondence Service be sent twice a year to delegates and correctional 

facilities [committee] chairpersons asking for A.A. volunteers to write inmates on an individual basis" be reaffirmed. 

 

Finance 

It was recommended that: 

8. The annual limit contributed to the General Service Office from individual A.A. members be increased from $1,000 to 

$2,000 and that bequests from A.A. members should be subject to the same limit and be on a one-time only basis and not in 

perpetuity. 

9. The General Service Conference supports the General Service Board policy which states: "Whenever a discount or subsidy is 

that which would be offered to any other organization of similar size requiring a purchased service or product of similar 

character and magnitude, i.e., convention rates at hotels, it may be accepted. Whenever a discount or subsidy is partly or in 

total offered because we are Alcoholics Anonymous, it must be declined." 

 

Grapevine  No Recommendations. 

 

International Conventions/Regional Forums (Members of this committee serve on this as a secondary committee assignment) 

It was recommended that: 

10. An anonymity-protected photograph of the flag ceremony be taken at the 2000 International Convention 

 

Literature 

It was recommended that: 

11. A progress report and/or a draft copy of the Fourth Edition of the Big Book, Alcoholics Anonymous, be brought to the 2000 

Conference Literature Committee, keeping in mind, that if a Fourth Edition Big Book is published, it will require Conference 

approval and the 1995 Advisory Action that: "The first 164 pages of the Big Book, Alcoholics Anonymous, the Preface, the 

Forewords, 'The Doctor's Opinion,' 'Dr. Bob's Nightmare,' and the Appendices remain as is." 

12. The Publications Department of the General Service Office maintain the following specific editorial responsibilities regard-

ing the Fourth Edition .Big Book Project: 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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a) Editorial "fine tuning" such as footnotes, punctuation, capitalization, spelling, updating, jacket materials, page numbers, 

etc. Thus, page numbers are likely to change for content after page 164. 

b) Coordinating the flow of work between the book designer, typesetters, proofreaders and the production people, who order 

the paper and schedule the printing with the book manufacturer. 

 

In the case of the proposed Fourth Edition of Alcoholics Anonymous, the G.S.O. editors would prepare or coordinate new materi-

al and changes such as: 

 

New Material     Changes 
Cover and jacket design   Title Page 

Jacket copy      Contents page 

Preface       Factual material that appears in footnotes 

Foreword to the Fourth Edition  Introductions to personal stories 

 

13. Based on precedent in regard to previous editions of the book, Alcoholics Anonymous, the A.A. history book, and the Daily 

Reflections, any draft copy of the Fourth Edition of Alcoholics Anonymous be considered a work-in-progress, and as such, is 

confidential; the operating principle being that any story material brought forward to the Conference Literature Committee 

will be done on a "for-their-eyes-only" basis adhering to the principle of the "right of decision," and not brought forward for 

any other general distribution until publication. 

14. A draft copy of a pamphlet directed to the Black/African American alcoholic be developed and brought back to the 2000 

Conference Literature Committee for review. 

15. The pamphlet "Time to Start Living" be replaced with a new pamphlet to include fewer stories, stories more reflective of the 

current older population and stories focused more on the recovery experience of the older member, as well as having a new 

title and published in large print only. 

 

Policy/Admissions 

It was recommended that: 

16. The Fifty-Second General Service Conference be held April 21 - 27, 2002 since these dates do not conflict with any major 

religious holidays. 

 

Public Information 

It was recommended that: 

17. A subsection titled "A.A. Literature for Special Needs" be added to the "A.A. Fact File" in the section on A.A. Literature and 

agreed that the Publications Department develop the appropriate text since it pertains to catalog information. 

18. The Membership Survey pamphlet and the one-way Membership Survey display be updated to reflect the findings from the 

1998 Membership Survey. 

19. The 1966 and 1974 Advisory Actions which stated that the film "Bill’s Own Story" be for use by A.A. groups only, and that 

this film be released to AI-Anon groups under the same conditions, be reaffirmed. 

 

Report and Charter 

It was recommended that: 

20. The review of The A.A. Service Manual undertaken by the publications department of the General Service Office as the re-

sult of a 1997 Conference Advisory Action be accepted, and that the revised manuscript distributed to all Conference mem-

bers in April, 1999 be approved as the 1999-2000 Edition of The A.A. Service Manual. 

 

 

 

 

 

Treatment Facilities 

It was recommended that: 

21. A soft-cover Treatment Facilities Kit, designated as service material, replace the current Workbook [3-ring binder] to be 

consistent with the other service committee kits. The committee recognized that much of the material in the Workbook was a 

(Continued from page 5) 
 

(Continued on page 7) 
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duplication of Handbook materials. 

 

Trustees 

It was recommended that: 

22. The following slate of trustees and officers be elected at the annual meeting of the General Service Board in April 1999: 

 

Class A Trustees     Class B Trustees 
Gary A. Glynn    Carl Budd 

Linda L. Chezem    Jim Clough 

Elaine M. Johnson, Ph.D.   Marne Hill 

Arthur L. Knight, Jr.   Jacqueline Johnston 

 Robert O. Miller    Garry McAuley 

Peter Roach     Tom Maguire 

George E. Vaillant, M.D.  Jack L. Ostrem 

       Alex D.J. Palmer 

       Beth Rabren 

       Dean Rinehart 

       Richard Roughton 

       Betty Stevens 

       Tony Taschner 

       Gregory Tobin 

 

Chairperson: Gary A. Glynn 

First Vice-Chairperson: Elaine M. Johnson, Ph.D 

Second Vice-Chairperson: Peter Roach 

Treasurer: Arthur L. Knight, Jr. 

Secretary: Garry McAuley 

Assistant Treasurer: Donald Meurer 

Assistant Secretary: Lois Fisher* 

 

The following slate of directors be elected to the A.A. World Services Corporate Board: 

 

Jim Clough    Greg Muth 

Lois Fisher*    Jack L. Ostrem 

Ronald J. Gauthier  Jan Polek 

Jacqueline Johnston  Richard Roughton 

John C. Koster 

 

The following slate of directors be elected to the A.A. Grapevine Corporate Board: 

 

David V. Every    Betty Stevens 

Marne Hill     Ray Stiver 

Elaine M. Johnson, Ph.D.  Ames Sweet 

Tom Maguire    Gregory Tobin 

 

 

*To be replaced at G.S.O. Staff Rotation, September 1999. 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Church 1604 W. Yakima Ave.  Yakima 

WA.  Information call myself at 

509-458-3929 or David McCallum at 

509-838-4952.  Hope to see many of 

you at the Quarterly. 

 

June 13, 1999 

I just returned form a great Quarterly in 

Yakima. It was a great Quarterly 

with participation from about 40% of 

the Districts.  We met in combined 

session to work out a few details, and 

have decided on dates for the next two 

Quarterlies and two Area Corrections 

and Treatment workshops. 

 

September 12 Quarterly, Kennewick 

Hosted by District 4 at the Lutheran 

Church on 395 & Yelm. 

 

December 11 Quarterly 

Hosted by District 8 at St George's 

Church 204 N. Williams Post Falls. 

 

October 23rd Area Combined Correc-

tions Treatment Workshop in District 7 

Cooperation within the Committees 

 

January 9th in District 6-20 

Corrections Bridge and Treatment 

Bridging the Gap. 

Area 92 now has the two largest Cor-

rectional facilities in the State, 

Washington State Penitentiary at Walla 

Walla, and Airway Heights Correction-

al Center at Spokane.   Plus two other 

state Correctional facilities in Connell 

and Yakima. 

The district reports were wonderful, 

and each seemed to always end the 

same way we need more volunteers.  I 

heard the same thing many times.  "The 

institution has seen the benefits of AA 

and ask us to increase the amount of 

meetings".  At Airway Heights there 

was a 60% increase of AA volunteering 

over the year before, and they would 

like that to continue. Pine Lodge has 

asked us every year to add more meet-

ings.  Walla Walla asks for needed 

constant support for the three registered 

groups at the Pen.  Coyote Ridge 

needs more volunteers.  Cottonwood 

will do a volunteer training for AA 

(Continued on page 9) 

Officer Reports 

Elected 
Officers 

Delegate 
Ginger Rhoades Bell (See Delegates 
report pages 1,5-7) 

Alt. Delegate 
Rusty Kidder  

Chairman 
Michael Bell  

Alt. Chairman 
Woody Epp  

Treasurer 
Lindyn Andreasen  

Alt. Treasurer 
Don Helgeson 

Secretary 
Carol Wilbur 

Archivist 
Rick Hines 

Appointed 
Officers 

The Conference recognizes that the Charter 

and the Bylaws of the General Service 

Board are legal instruments: That the 

Trustees are thereby fully empowered to 

manage and conduct all of the world 

service affairs of Alcoholics Anonymous. It 

is further understood that the Conference 

Charter itself is not a legal document: that 

it relies instead upon the force of tradition 

and the power of the A.A. purse for its final 

effectiveness. 

Reprinted from the Twelve Concepts for World 

Service, page 29, with permission of A.A. World 

Services, Inc. 

Corrections 
Mike McMurtrie 

May 27, 1999 

Hi to all in the Area,  seems like time 

is flying by this year.  Won't be long 

till the Assembly is upon us but the 

Delegates reports are next in line.  I 

hope to see many of you participate in 

the forums and get the 

information to takeback to your groups.  

These are not just for the group trusted 

servants but a place for all of the mem-

bers to get informed on the workings of 

this years  General Service Conference. 

 

The Spokane Central office has voted 

to donate $200 dollars of its Spanish 

Literature Inventory to The Area Cor-

rections Committee.  I will in turn give 

this literature to the local committees 

who have large Spanish populations to 

use in their work in the facilities that 

they serve.  Thank you Spokane for the 

donation. 

 

The next Area Corrections Quarterly 

will be held in conjunction with the 

Treatment Facilities committee,  on 

June 12 in Yakima.  Flyer is being 

distributed.  Location: Central Lutheran 
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Officer Reports 

alone, now that they can do a class of 

12 volunteers. 

 

We have county jails in every county 

in the Area and are taking meetings 

into most if not all.  The need for liter-

ature has not changed and there is a 

constant need for the replacement of 

books and pamphlets for the inmates. 

The members of Districts that are us-

ing the Pink Cans reported that they 

are amazed at the response from the 

groups and the Pink can donations are 

covering a lot of the Literature needs 

in the Districts.   In most districts the 

standing committee's Literature needs 

have been met by the group donations 

to the Pink Cans.  If your group or 

district is not using a can let either 

myself or Dave McCallum from Treat-

ment know and we will get you some 

cans.  We will have some more availa-

ble at the Assembly in October. 

 

I want to thank all of the members for 

the support that they give the individu-

al district committees but want to em-

phasize too that money is a small part 

of our need.  We do need to have it to 

buy the necessary literature.  Our big-

gest and ever growing need is for peo-

ple to volunteer to go into the facilities 

and carry the message to that still suf-

fering 

Alcoholic. 

 

Yours in Service, 

Mike McMurtrie 

(Continued from page 8) 

C. P. C. 
Cooperation with the Professional 
Community 
Suzi Olsen  

GV. L. 
Grapevine and Literature 
Phil Reed 

Newsletter 
Rad Miller 

P. I. 
Public Information 
Russ Parton 

Treatment 
David McCallum 

concerns that district 16 and 21 may 

have in this endeavor.  

Bill H. and I would like to once again 

thank all of those that we met on that 

Sunday for their hospitality. 

 

YIS, Rad 

Howdy to ya all! 

 

On Sunday the 27th of June Bill H. and 

I had the honor of attending the RSG 

(Representative to Service for the 

Group) meeting of District 16 in 

Grandview. Representatives from Ba-

sin City, Benton City, Mabton, Matta-

wa, Pasco, Prosser, Quincy, Selah, 

Sunnyside,Tacoma, and Toppenish 

were in attendance. I would like to es-

pecially thank Roger and Leo R. for 

offering there services as translators for 

us during the meeting. 

Bill and I followed the same format for 

presentation that we used in Royal City 

in May for the RSG meeting of the 

newly forming district 21. A copy of 

the Washington State East Area 92 

Newsletter was passed around through 

the group so that those not familiar 

with the newsletter could see how it is 

formatted as I explained what is typi-

cally included each month. Some of the 

suggestions forwarded to be taken back 

to their home groups for discussion 

included developing a district chair or 

contact for the newsletter, type of infor-

mation that they would like to publish, 

advancing communication with new 

Spanish speaking districts. 

A district 16 RSG contact list was 

passed around for update, in addition to 

taking names and address of those who 

would like to receive the 

Newsletter in order to 

take back to 

their home 

groups for 

review. 

In July we 

will be 

contacting 

as well as 

making 

ourselves 

available 

to address 

any ques-

tions or 

I attended the Area 92 Corrections and 

Treatment Quarterly in Yakima on June 

12th. We met the first half of the day 

with the corrections committee. The 

date for the next quarterly was set for 

Sept. 11 with Dist. 4 Hosting. We have 

also set tentative dates for workshops. 

Lewiston in Oct. and Yakima in Jan. 

More information will follow as those 

plans take shape.  

After a wonderful spaghetti feed pro-

vided by Dist. 6 and 20 we broke off 

into separate groups. In the treatment 

session we focused on BTG (bridging 

the gap). A program that provides tem-

porary contacts for people upon leaving 

treatment. Bryan B. from Yakima was 

appointed BTG chair for Area 92. This 

was an appointment within the area 

treatment committee. Expenses incured 

by BTG are coming out of the treat-

ment committee budget.  

The Dist. chairs present submitted re-

ports. The committees in Central Wash. 

and Spokane are very active and doing 

a lot of good work. I want to give spe-

cial thanks to Mark, Lynn, Carolyn, Jay 

and Bryan from Dist 6 and 20. Robbin 

from Dist.4 and Jerry from Dist. 10. 

 

Yours in Service, 

Dave M. 

  

509.838.4952 
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time, and somewhere on the way home I 

fell down in the street, and a cop came 

along and picked me up and took me to 

St. Vincent’s Hospital. They pronounced 

me drunk and disorderly and took me 

over to Bellevue. 

 When I came to the next morning, I 

was in the psychopathic ward. The doctor 

who tested me and asked me a few per-

sonal questions was a psychiatrist. I 

asked him to call where I worked and tell 

them I wouldn’t be in. I thought they’d 

just give me my clothes and let me leave 

quietly. They told me that I was not able 

to go out on the street alone, that I was 

not a responsible citizen. They said 

someone would have to call for me. To 

someone as arrogant as I was, who had 

taken care of herself, that was kind of 

rough. 

 I thought I would never get in such a 

situation again, and I thought the way to 

get over it would be not to drink. I was so 

naive that I thought that would be possi-

ble — just by wishing not to drink! I did-

n’t take a drink for three months, but on 

New Year’s Eve everybody was drink-

ing, and about two-thirty in the morning I 

started. In about one hour I was drunker 

than anyone there. I kicked someone in 

the shins and slammed the door on his 

fingers. I knew I shouldn’t be drinking, 

and I was scared to death. I was in real 

trouble. I didn’t know why I was drink-

ing, and I didn’t know why my behavior 

had changed so. I thought if I left my 

husband things would be different. I 

thought I would be different if I could 

live by myself again. Which I did —and 

proceeded to drink worse than ever be-

fore. 

 Then I decided that I was in trouble 

because I was living in New York and 

everyone knew me, and I used to drink 

too much with people, and maybe I did-

n’t know the right people. So I moved 

away. I never thought about changing 

myself. I always thought about changing 

people, or changing places. 

 I went down to Virginia, of all plac-

es, to stop drinking. I was down there one 

month when I bumped into a fellow I 

knew from Greenwich Village who was 

on the same army post. We were glad to 

see each other, and he invited me out, 

and I said, “Oh, I can’t go out. I don’t 

drink any more.” I really thought if you 

didn’t drink, you couldn’t go out! And he 

said, “Oh, that’s all right. Come on over 

to the club and have a few beers.” And I 

said, “Well, that I can do.” About mid-

night that night, when they wanted to 

close up the club, they announced that if 

anybody was missing his companion, she 

was in the ladies’ room, passed out. That 

was me, in my brand new environment, 

with the right people! 

 So I left there and went to another 

army post, where some Red Cross work-

ers took me out on a date with some Brit-

ish officers. I got drunk with the British 

officers, and I don’t need to tell you what 

I told the British officers, I being Irish. I 

left the next day, telling my boss that I 

needed a very serious operation, and he 

agreed with me. I never had the courage 

to wait to be fired. I left every place I’d 

ever been. I ran away from life. I never 

knew myself until I got into AA. 

 I had heard about AA about a year 

before I came in, but I thought it was 

some organization that helped you out 

financially, and I was always too inde-

pendent for that. But on June 1, 1945. I 

had lost all of that kind of independence. 

I had been drunk for nine days, sick and 

alone and desperate. They didn’t have to 

tell me that alcoholism was a sickness. 

When you take a bottle and lock that 

door and go in by yourself, that is death. 

 This day I decided to give up. I don’t 

know why you give up one day and not 

another — I have never been 

able to understand that. I had suffered on 

drunks before, but as they explained it to 

me in AA, that particular day I hit bot-

tom. I decided to call up AA, but I didn’t 

know that the clubhouse didn’t open until 

noon. So I kept drinking and calling up, 

and drinking and calling up. Finally, I 

got someone on the telephone, and I told 

her I was in trouble and asked what I 

should do. The girl asked me if I could 

walk. And I said to myself, “My God, 

how understanding! Somebody who 

knows that you couldn’t walk and why 

you couldn’t walk!” I said to her, “I 

(Continued on page 11) 
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This is the sixth in an intermittent series 

of personal stories which first appeared 

at he back of the first and second edi-

tions of the Big Book, Alcoholics Anony-

mous, but were later dropped from the 

third edition. 

By presenting these stories, the Grape-

vine hopes to continue offering newcom-

ers a chance to meet – in print – some of 

the Fellowship’s early members. 

 

The Independent Blonde  
  

 I have to tell you a little of the way I 

lived before I got into AA so you can see 

why I made the choice that I did. I start-

ed drinking at the age of seventeen, but I 

was in trouble with myself long before 

that. I never got along at home, and at 

the age of thirteen I stepped off and de-

cided I’d go out for myself. I decided 

that no one loved me and I didn’t love 

them, and I was going off and make my-

self independent. 

 My father brought us up to give no 

quarter and seek no quarter, and that was 

just the way I lived. I gave nothing, and I 

took nothing. I suppose I lived mostly 

for pleasure, or what I knew for pleasure, 

which to me was just going out at night. 

I worked all day, and went out and 

stayed out at night. That was about as 

much as I knew about life. I rebelled 

against everything I’d ever heard as a 

child, and I lived to suit myself. 

 I never thought much about settling 

down. I thought anyone who got under 

the dominance of another human being 

was pretty foolish, but when I was twen-

ty-nine I did get married. I was never 

trained to live with anyone else, and I 

took on a pretty big job I wasn’t capable 

of handling. After I was married I was in 

much more trouble with myself and I 

drank a great deal more, but now I had 

someone to blame it on. All my life I had 

blamed everything that ever happened to 

me on someone else, and I usually could 

find someone. Now I had a husband. If I 

was drinking worse now, it must be his 

fault. 

 One night I was out drinking by 

myself, which I didn’t do as a rule. I sat 

in a bar drinking martinis for a long 
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know I was in Bellevue once?” He said, 

“Okay, girlie, you’ll get the program.” I 

guess he figured I was just another psy-

cho! 

 The next day I started back for the 

clubhouse. On my way over, that thick 

head of mine started saying to me, “I 

don’t know that you’re such a drunk. I 

think you’re far too dramatic about this 

whole thing. Why do you have to go 

over there with that bunch of people?” I 

was walking along a Bowery sort of 

street, with music playing and those 

awful neon lights all around, and sud-

denly a little man started to follow me. 

Not the kind of man that follows nice 

girls. And suddenly I said to myself, 

“Listen, Toots, there’s something the 

matter with you when a guy like that 

follows you, and you better get over to 

the clubhouse and find out what it is!” I 

always like to say that on my second 

day I was “wolfed” into AA. 

 I had heard that I had to make 

amends, and do something good for 

someone — that I was too self-

centered. I thought of a girl friend who 

had a brand new baby, and she liked to 

get drunk on Saturday night. And I 

thought, “That’ll be it. That’ll be good.” 

I called her up and told her I’d mind the 

baby while she went out and got drunk. 

That’s how much I knew about doing 

good! The next day I called my boss 

and told what happened to me and 

asked if she would take me back to 

work. It was the first time in my life 

that I ever showed any sort of humility, 

that I ever asked anybody for anything. 

And I went back there to work. I 

learned that going back and facing 

something unpleasant, regardless of 

how tough it is at the time, is a lot easi-

er than running away. 

 I went to meetings every night in 

the week, because I’m that kind of per-

son. I either do a thing or I don’t do it. I 

didn’t have to give up very much, be-

cause my life before AA was very emp-

ty, very lonely, and very superficial. 

Then I was always afraid of being a 

sucker, for some unknown reason — I 

always thought people were taking ad-

vantage of me. 

 One day a call came in to the club-

house for someone to go out and do a 

Twelfth Step job. And they looked at me 

and said, “How long are you in?” and I 

said, “A week or so.” And they said, 

“Oh, you can’t go. You have to be sober 

three months.” And then I realized that 

here I had spent all my life afraid that 

people were trying to get something out 

of me, and I had nothing to give! Now I 

was in an organization where they need-

ed someone that had something I didn’t 

have; someone who was sober three 

months, who had some sort of stability; 

someone that had kindness in their 

hearts for other human beings, and com-

passion for their suffering. I had to wait 

until these people gave it to me so that I 

could go out and give it away. 

 Then I began to have trouble with 

myself, and I went to see Dr. Silkworth 

and he explained to me what honesty 

was. I always thought honesty had 

something to do with telling other peo-

ple the truth. He explained that it had to 

do first with telling myself the truth. I 

spent most of my life worrying about 

myself, thinking that I was unwanted, 

that I was unloved. I’ve learned since 

being in AA that the more I worry about 

me loving you, and the less I worry 

about you loving me, the happier I’ll be. 

 I discovered a fellowship of human 

beings that I’d never seen before. I 

learned how to have self-respect through 

work that AA gave me to do. I learned 

how to be a friend. I learned how to go 

out and help other people — there was 

nowhere else I could have done that. I 

have learned that the more I give, the 

more I will have; the more I learn to 

give, the more I learn to live. 

Old Vines 
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don’t know, I haven’t tried.” She said, 

“Well, the only reason I ask is, if you 

can’t we’ll come over to you.” And I 

reared up in all my arrogance and I said, 

“You’ll never come to me, but I’ll go to 

you!” It took me until four o’clock that 

day to get there. 

 I shall never forget how comforted I 

felt that there was a building, there was a 

place, there were people who were inter-

ested in what was wrong with me. I 

walked in that door and the girl asked 

me my name, and I said, “I’d rather not 

give you my name.” She said, “We don’t 

care if you haven’t got a name, just so 

you have an alcoholic problem!” Well, I 

was put to shame, and I told her my 

name. She assigned me to another girl 

who took me upstairs. I looked into this 

girl’s eyes, and I thought, “If only my 

eyes would ever be that clear again, then 

I’d be grateful for that alone.” Little did 

I ever think that many more things 

would happen to me than clear eyes. 

 The first thing I learned that day 

was that if I never took another drink I 

would never have another problem with 

alcohol. That went over in my mind like 

a Victrola record. I had never thought 

about that first drink. I had schemed and 

stolen drinks, but it was never the first 

one. And here I had a very simple prob-

lem — one drink, and that’s all I was 

able to understand. 

 About seven o’clock someone came 

over to this girl and asked her to speak at 

a meeting in Brooklyn. I was scared this 

girl would leave me. It was the first time 

in my life I ever had needed someone, 

and I knew it. I looked at her to see what 

she would say. She looked at me and 

said, “Would you like to go to Brook-

lyn?” I don’t like to go to Brooklyn 

when I’m cold sober! But I wanted to 

stay sober, and I went to Brooklyn. I 

don’t know who spoke first, last, or 

what, but someone got up and said he 

had been in Bellevue thirty-five times. I 

thought, “Oh, my God! I’ll look like St. 

Cecilia here!” I was so glad to be able to 

tell this dark secret that I had had for 

eight years that I nudged a man along-

side of me and said, “Mister, do you 

(Continued from page 10) 
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District Reports 

Greetings from District 2! As we roll 

into summer, people are planning vaca-

tions, trips and AA campouts—enjoying 

life in sobriety.  We’re looking forward 

to the annual summer AA picnic spon-

sored by Spokane’s Central Office, at 

Manito Park on Saturday, July 25. 

 

Spokane’s 54th Anniversary.  AA’s 

presence in Spokane for the past 54 

years was celebrated on Saturday, June 

12, at a day-long speaker’s meeting and 

potluck.  District 2 was well represented 

by Fran and Jan P. as well as many other 

“old-timers.” 

 

Eastern State Hospital Meeting.  The 

Manito Book Study Group has made a 

commitment for June, July and August 

to go to Eastern State Hospital in Medi-

cal Lake for the 6:30 Friday night meet-

ing.  Everyone is welcome to participate.  

Meet at the Alano Club (1700 West 7th) 

at 5:45.  Caravan leaves at 6:00 p.m. for 

Eastern.  Members often go out for din-

ner afterwards, and it is a good evening 

and great opportunity to be of service. 

 

AA Birthdays.  At our May district 

meeting we applauded Joan M. (GSR, 

Manito Women’s Group) on her 2-year 

AA birthday and Pete P. (GSR, First 

Things First Group) on his 7th.  Best 

wishes to both of you and thanks for all 

your service work. 

 

July District 2 Meeting.   Thursday, 

July 22, 7:00 p.m., First Things First, 

518 West Third Avenue (upstairs in 

back of church), Spokane. 

 

Yours in service,  Ann P.   

 

The Sunday Morning Eye Opener group 

will have a Potluck on July 4, at Will 

P's. Cabin. Invitations and maps were 

distributed to the GSR's.  There will 

be many activities for adults and chil-

dren. The SMEO group will supply: 

Hamburgers and Hot Dogs will all fix-

ins and Chips. You'll bring: Salad or 

Dessert, Ice chest, Beverages and Lawn 

Chairs.   

 

Reports:  

Larry G. made an invitation to anybody 

who would like to see the continuation 

of the Saturday afternoon meeting at 

Rooks Park, to show up there.  The 

meeting will remain on schedule for one 

more month but if there is no interest 

from members, then it will be removed 

from the schedule.  

Lew N. resigned his position as District 

9 DCM.  He'll be relocating to the 

East Coast. He's done a great job as a 

DCM and I personally appreciate his 

willingness in responding to my calls 

and answering my questions every time 

I needed his help.  He'll be missed. 

Good luck to him on his new endeavors 

and GOD BLESS! 

 

Nominations: 

Teresa E. was nominated as the new 

Secretary.  Teresa will also continue 

her position as the Newsletter Reporter 

(Continued on page 13) 

Hi from Five, 

Last month we featured the Corrections 

Committe in the Newsletter. This 

month we will give our thanks and love 

to the chairperson, Heather, who will be  

moving back east. It certainly was a 

pleasure to have her here in District 5  

for the time that she was here. She not 

only was an asset to service but also  

is a good example of a person working 

the program. These qualities are the  

foundation to our Three Legacies. We 

thank you once again Heather. 

Stepping up to Corrections Chair is 

Cherie K . 

We had the chance to welcome two 

new GSR's at our last District meeting. 

Greg P. from the Dryden Saturday Nite 

meeting and Rick B from Do It Sober. 

Both groups have been inactive in one 

way our the other for more then a year. 

It's nice to witness the growth of two 

good meetings. 

 

Being of Service, 

Bill Haugen 

District 3 
NW Spokane, SW Steven’s & Lincoln Coun-
ties, Ritzville, Davenport, Wilbur, Crescent 

District 4 
Benton, Franklin Counties; Tri-Cities 

District 6 
Yakima, Selah, Union Gap 

District 1 
Southeast British Columbia: Trail, Castlegar, 
Nelson 

District 2 
Spokane County, South Spokane, 
Medical Lake, Cheney South 

District 7 
SE WA; Pullman, Clarkston; NC Idaho; 
Moscow, Lewiston, Riggins 

District 8 
N Benewah & Shoshone Counties, Kootenai 
County, Coeur d’ Alene 

District 9 
Walla Walla & Columbia Counties; Walla 
Walla, Milton Freewater, OR. 



ance of 6 at their last business mtg., 

which is scheduled to meet the Thurs-

day following the District business 

meeting (3rd Sunday of each month).  

The group presently has 3 AA meet-

ings, which meet  at the Ellensburg 

Alano Club at 5:30p.m. on Tuesdays, 

Thursdays, and Saturdays. 

 The Ellensburg Non-Smoking

(ENS) group (LeRoy S., GSR) is still 

going.  Jack L. celebrated 20 years of 

sobriety in June.  Happy birthday Jack! 

 The Cle Elum group (Linda, 

alt.GSR) is planning for their monthly 

Friday nite birthday, speaker meeting 

(chips, cake, and coffee) on June 25th.  

They are also planning a hike at Cooper 

Lake this summer, and meetings in the 

park (Cle Elum park) as soon as the 

weather warms up (summer, where are 

you?), particularly Monday evenings at 

8:00pm. 

 Kittitas group (Ben J., GSR) is 

still going.  Dan celebrates 20 years 

and Ben J. celebrates 9 years of contin-

uous  sobriety in June.  Congratulations 

you guys! 

 Kittitas Valley Group (KVG), 

Michael G. is GSR.   

 The newly formed 6:30A.M. 

Group also has a new GSR., Tory, 

who will be replacing Jamie who is off 

for the summer.  Tory also celebrated 

90 days of sobriety in June. Way to go 

Tory!  

 Rule 62 (Laura H., GSR) has been 

very busy.  The Funshop was a great 

success.  The 7 panelists were wonder-

ful. There was a great turnout, lots of 

food, and wonderful fellowship of 

course. The speakers were Christie N., 

Jerry H., Charlotte (all the way from 

Spokane), Mary Rose, Buck & Pam, 

and Roy B.  Dan S. chaired the work-

shop.   Thanks to all of you for sharing 

your experience , strength, and hope, 

and also thanks to all who could attend.   

Rule 62 group will be 3 years old in 

July, and plans to have a group inven-

tory as well as celebrate.  Also, con-

gratulations to Laura who graduated 

from CWU this June, YAY Laura! 

 Serenity group (Elton, for Teresa)

-doing fine.  They had an Italian theme 

(Continued on page 14) 
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District Reports 
until someone else will take over 

that position.  

 

Elections: 

Elections will be in September. Nomi-

nations should be turned in at the next 

District meeting. 

 

That's it for now folks! Happy to be 

your servant, 

 

Teresa E. 

 

in Kittitas County and keeps 

the literature racks supplied with this 

money.  The Pink Can is the only mon-

ey the committee gets to do this, so it is 

vital in carrying AA’s message.  There 

is a typewritten explanation on a white 

piece of paper inside each pink can 

formore information. 

 Jerry and Jeanine attended the 

C&T quarterly in Yakima in June.  

Parke Creek has an on-site AA meeting 

monthly now, that will become weekly 

in August.  It is on Tuesday evenings, 

and you must be O.K.’d to attend in 

advance and also be able to commit to 

going once a month for 1 year.  See 

Jerry H. if you are interested in volun-

teering. 

 Social Committee report (Laura 

H.) -there will be a District potluck and 

speaker meeting in August (Aug. 14 or 

21, tentatively), at Sunlight Waters 

(between Ellensburg and Cle Elum) by 

the pool.  The speakers will be Pat P. 

from Yakima and Christine H. from 

Ellensburg.  Flyers will be distributed 

soon.  Laura requested all GSR’s to poll 

their group, sort of an informal survey, 

on various questions concerning the 

Gratitude Banquet (in November), 

which we are just now starting to plan 

for (wow, what a concept :-).   

 The steering committee we formed 

last month was rescheduled to meet on 

July 18th at 2 pm at the First Methodist 

Church, Rm. 3 in Ellensburg.  They are 

to discuss the district AA meeting 

schedule and following AA tradition, 

and make a recommendation to the Dis-

tinct committee.   

 The newly formed Mountain Top 

Group has elected some group officers.  

Charlie is now the GSR.  Sheila F. is 

treasurer.  Brandy is alt. GSR and 

group secretary.  They had an attend-

District 10 
Kittitas County; Ellensberg, Cle Elum, Roslyn 

 We had a great turnout for our June 

District business meeting on 6/20/99, 

with a total of 15 people attending, 9 of 

which were GSR’s.  There are many 

new groups forming in Ellensburg right 

now, and new meetings being added all 

the time.  Thanks to Elton & Teresa, our 

new & up-to-date District AA schedules 

are now complete and being distributed.  

Our district’s meetings were also in-

cluded in the new Yakima meeting 

schedules produced by the Central 

Washington Central Office (CWCO), 

and we are listed under Upper Valley 

Meetings there.   

 C&T committee report (Jerry H.)-

the committee is going strong and busy 

carrying the message into all of our 

county facilities.  Thanks for doing such 

a wonderful job you guys!  Jerry em-

phasized once again, that the sole fund-

ing for literature supplied by the C&T 

committee, comes from money donated 

to the Pink Can fund.  Each group has 

the choice to take responsibility for a 

pink can (through your GSR), and pass 

it around at the meetings (decided by 

each group conscience), say during the 

7th tradition.  Then each month, any 

money that is put into the pink can by 

individuals at the meetings, is brought 

to Jerry, the C&T committee chair, who 

then purchases all AA literature (Big 

Books, pamphlets, 12x12, etc.,) and the 

committee then distributes it to each 

Treatment or Correctional Facility with-



District 15 
North Eastern WA, Stevens County, Kettle 
Falls, Coville, Chewelah 

Hello!! from district 12. 

 

Spring and summer are here!! We have 

many visitors at our meetings. It is al-

ways nice to see new faces and here new 

stories. 

We have limited news this month. here 

is what we have: 

- The July GSR meeting will be in 

Okanogon at 2 pm on July 18th 

- In August Republic will host a work-

shop on service on the 15th. The potluck 

begins at 12:30. More next month. 

- The annual Chelan/Manson AA family 

day at the Chelan Falls park will be au-

gust 28th at noon. The potluck will be at 

6pm as usual. 

- No word yet on when Chelan/Manson 

will hike up Stormy Mt. We are waiting 

to see when the snow goes. It is a great 

experience, join us if you can. We will 

keep you posted as to when. 

- The Chelan women’s AA meets on 

Thursdays at noon at the Apple Cup 

cafe. 

 

Until August, keep on trudging!!! 

Janine, district 12 correspondent and 

secretary 

District 13 
Spokane Valley, (East Spokane): Millwood, 
Oportunity, Dishman 

at their monthly potluck meeting in 

May.  Yum! 

 Sunday Morning Group (Red L.)

-has a strong meeting on Sunday morn-

ing (10am at the Ellensburg Alano 

Club).  Red says he was the only one 

who showed up for the business meet-

ing so he is now the GSR.  

 Ellensburg Youth in AA (Russ S. 

for Nick) is a new group/meeting .  It 

meets on Friday night  @ 8:00pm at the 

Ellensburg Alano club and desperately 

needs support.  If you know of any 

young Big Book thumpers, please send 

them our way.  The meeting is for those 

20 yrs. old and under, and the meeting 

is called “Nick at Night”. 

 The new Women’s AA meeting 

(not a group yet) in our district is still 

going. It is a closed, non-smoking 

meeting which meets at 7:00pm at the 

First Methodist Church, Rm. 4, in El-

lensburg, WA.  The meeting is in need 

of support if it is to continue, so please 

get the word out and all women AA’ers 

who can attend, please do.   

 According to Russell S., the El-

lensburg Alano Club may be hosting a 

river raft thing, and may also have 

some Alanon and Alateen meetings in 

the works. 

 

YIS 

Kelly T. 

(Continued from page 13) 
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District 11 
Lower Yakima Valley; Sunnyside, Toppenish, 
Grandview, Prosser 

District 12 
S Okanogan & Ferry Counties; Chelan, Omak, 
Brewster, Methow Valley, Republic 

District 14 
N Idaho, Bonner & Boundary Co., Sandpoint, 
New Port, WA. Libby, Troy Noxten MO. 

Well Hi there from district l5. Sorry 

about the no news from last month but 

sometimes its hard to find the time to 

write this. Before bringing you alI’ns up 

to date on last months B’days and the 

news I want to apologize to Shirley A. 

At the last writing I noted her birthday 

celebration of 2 years and I didn’t real-

ize the mistake until she brought it to 

my attention. She celebrated 25 yrs of 

continuous sobriety. I still feel like a 

fool for the typographical error. Sorry 

again Shirley. Also some of the member 

of this district made it known to me that 

they were upset at the comments I made 

as to the different categories of persons 

that showed up at the quarterly in Addy. 

They made it clear that I should let all 

of you out there know that references 

made to the persons being emphatic at 

the microphone, the persons being 

scared of the mike, the bleeding dea-

cons, etc. were my opinion only. Fur-

thermore please note that they would 

prefer that I stick :to facts in the future. 

So to appease them you will not get the 

quotable quotes, the gleanings or opin-

ions. I will strive in the last few months 

of writing this to please them and give 

you just the facts. 

As for last month we celebrated several 

birthdays in the district which you will 

all find listed. 

Friday Rebels, Janet L. with 1 yr. & Jo 

R. with 14 yrs. 

Wednesday Lunch Bunch, Ken M. 20 

yrs. 

Addy Ad-Libbers, Pat E. 17 yrs. 

Thursday Kettle Falls Candlelight, Rod 

7 yrs., Nichelle 1 yr., Fred 14 yrs. 

Ione Down River Staying alive, Gerald 

C. 1 yr. 

Mon. Kettle Falls Big Book Study, Dan 

E. 1 yr. 

News for June is as follows. 

Next planning meeting for Hog Heaven 

will be June 26th at 5 p.m. in Valley 

WA at the Grange Hall. This will pre-

cede the potluck, speaker meeting. Jeff 

(Continued on page 15) 



C. will be the speaker, and he will cele-

brate 5 yrs. Of sobriety that evening. 

The committee for Hog Heaven is ask-

ing persons to donate prizes for the 

raffle, so if your crafty, or want to help 

please contact the committee with your 

donations. 

From the Tuesday Positively Sober 

group, they want to remnd you of the 

Black Lake Campout that takes place 

July 9-11th. Also they celebrated 

Kelly’s 3rd B’day and Janices 5th. 

Thursday Candlelight groups wants to 

let you know they will be celebrating 

Nikki’s 10th B’day and John’s 2nd.  

The Addy Ad-Libbers will be celebrat-

ing Randy’s 14th 

Sat. Night Colville beginners groups 

will be hosting the Williams Lake 

Campout the 4th of July weekend. 

Inchellium Campout July 28th-Aug. 

2nd. For information contact Pierre L. 

509.722.4575. 

Hog Heaven Campout Aug 19-22. 

There will be a delegates report given 

during hog heaven for those who have-

n’t been able to attend the others. 

 

Respectfully, Rusty R. 

(Continued from page 14) 

District 18 
Dayton, Prescot, Waitsburg, Pomeroy 
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District Reports 

The District had its usual business 

meeting on June 6th.  The turnout was 

stupendous.  We had only a few items 

to deal with, mostly housekeeping, 

although we finally agreed to try and 

host a Quarterly next year.  We're 

putting to together a package with all 

the pertinent information.  

Birthdays are as follows:   

 I would like to start off by saying 

Thank You to Central Office for print-

ing the new schedules. They cover 

meetings from Cle Elum to Prosser and 

everywhere in between. They are 

Great!! 

 District 20 has re-elected Steve R. 

as our treasurer. since he has come back 

and will finish out his original term. 

 Almost all groups in the district 

report that they have positions open for 

service work at the home group level. so 

anyone interested in getting involved 

needs to attend their group conscience 

and volunteer!! 

 The Naches meeting has begun to 

meet at the Applewood Park On Thurs-

day nights. 7.00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Chance for Change has split, but every-

thing is going okay. The new group has 

not yet decided their District affiliation 

at this time. 

District 16 
Spanish Speaking 

District 17 
NW Spokane, Deer Park 

Pomeroy:  Marie B., Tracy L., and Scott 

had one year.  Ryan five months.  

Kari and Mac, 60 Days.  Chuck N. four 

months.  Dot W. & Wayne, two weeks.  

Dave B., two years. 

 

Dayton:  Al R., Sara S., and Joanne, five 

months.  John Z. two years.   

 

Prescott:  Robin B. four years. 

 

A reminder:  Next month's meeting will 

is going to be on the 11th of July, 

same place, same channel.  Pomeroy's 

annual camp out is this weekend 

(6-11/13)  Hope they have fun.  Also, 

Sister in Sobriety (women and kids 

only) will be 6-25/27 up on Jasper 

Mountain. 

 

This is all that is going on, so till next 

time TTFN.  In Service  Ron F. 

District 19 
Quincy, Ephrata, Lakeview, Soap 
Lake, Moses Lake, Royal City, 
Othello 

District 20 
Yakima 

 JOTC is looking for people to 

come out and share their story at their 

in-house speaker’s meetings on Mon-

days. Wednesdays, and Fridays from 

7:00 - 8.00 p.m. Contact the treatment 

center if you would like to do this. 

 The Riel House has a women’s 

only non-smoking meeting on Mondays 

from 7:30 - 8:30 p.m. at 1408 W. Ya-

kima Avenue. It could use some sup-

port. 

 That’s about it for this month. 

Hope everyone is having a good sum-

mer. 

 

Jeanette S. 

Hello, Washington State East Area 

 

My name is Eric, and I am a recovering 

Alcoholic who is incarcerated at the 

Washinton State Penitentiary in Walla 

Walla, WA. 

I would like to express the Wilshare 

Group’s gratitued, for the 27 outside 

members of Alcoholic Anonymous 

who attended the April 17, 1999 work-

shop on the 4th step, out here at Medi-

um Security Complex. Our next work-

shop will be this coming September. 

The Wilshare Group out here at M.S.C. 

has a growing need for more outside 

attendance, not only at workshops and 

anniversary’s, but also we especially 

need sponsors for our weekly meetings. 

Without a approved sponsor, ur meet-

ings are not possible. I would like to 

encourage those interested to contact 

Linda Finn, Volunteer Coordinator, at 

(509.525.3610 ext. 6479) and to be put 

in contact with Michael C. Dist. 9 Cor-

rections Chairperson (509.522.4970/

collmi@wwc.edu), to coordinate with 

meeting sponsors.  

 

Sincerely, 

Eric Sobota, 720824 

Chairperson at M.S.C.’s 

Willshare Group 

W. S. P. 
Walla Walla 
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2-4  1999 Sobriety Campout. Squilchuck State Park. Wenatchee, WA. Hosted by Alano Club of Wenatchee. 
  Pre-registration must be postmarked no later than June 20. Contact: 509.663.4567. 
 
2-4  Pacific Northwest Conference 99. “Unity, Recovery, Service”. Best Western Richmond Inn, Richmond, BC 
 
4  Williams Lake Campout. Hosted by Sat. Night Colville beginners groups. Contact Frank R. 509.684-2855 
 
9-11 Tuesday Night AA Positively Sober 5th Annual Campout. Black Lake Resort. 
 
9-11 Freeman Creek Campout. Clarkston Roundtable Group. Check in 2p Fri., check out 11a Sun. Loops A, B and 
  C. Meetings 8p and noon. Contact: Dan or Sheri 509.758.1063 
 
10  Speaker Meeting. Sonja N. 13 years. Rogue River, OR (There is a Solution). 8:00 pm, Masonic Temple,  
  Pasco 
 
16-17 WSEA 92 Area Quarterly. Hosted by District 1. Warfield Hall, Warfield, BC. 
 
17-18 Troy, MT and Bonners Ferry, ID combined campout. Yaak River campground between the two cities. The 
  campground is right on Hwy. 2. Contact: Larry 406.295.4175 days, watt@montanasky.net 
 
25  Annual summer AA picniic. Sponsored by Spokane Central office. Manito Park. 
 
28-2 Inchellium Campout. Contact Pierre L. 509.722.4575 
 
 
 
15  District 12 Service Workshop. Sponsored by the Republic Serenity Group. Call 509.775.3579 for more infor
  mation. (See flyer this issue) 
 
19-22 HOG HEAVEN. Presented by Colville Friday Night Rebels & The Valley New Frontier Group. Locust Grove 
  Campground, Kettle Falls, WA  
 
20-22 Icicle River Up the Creek Campout. Bridge Creek Campground, near Leavenworth WA. Saturday night 
  potluck, Sunday morning breakfast. Day hikes to area lakes. Contact: Kjell B. 509.548.7718, 
  Frank C. 509.763.9049, Lester S. lester@nwi.net 
 
 
 
3-5  XXVII CONVENCION HISPANA DE ALCOHOLICOS ANONIMOS. Comite Organizador XXVII Convencion 
  Hispana De Estado Unidos y Canada  POB 47458 Atlanta, GA 30362. Tel. 770.452.0059 Fax 770.452.0766 
  (See flyer this issue) 
 
12  WSEA 92 Corrections/Treatment Quarterly. Kennewick. 10:30a – 3:00p. Hosted by District 4. Llutheran  
  Church, 395 Yelm. Contact Robbin J. 509.734.8313/rrjfht@gte.net 
 
 
9  Speaker Meeting. Dave P. 23 yrs. Los Angeles, CA. Hosted by the There Is A Solution. 8:00p, Masonic Tem
  ple, Pasco. 
 
23  WSEA 92 Corrections/Treatment Workshop. District 7. 
  Contact Mike M. 509-458-3929/mcmurtm@aimcomm.com or Dave M. 509.838.4952/dmac2@gte.net 
 
 

Calendar of Events 

September 1999 

July 1999 

August 1999 

October 1999 
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Districts 2, 3, 13, & 17 Meeting Schedule 
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Districts 2, 3, 13, & 17 Meeting Schedule 
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Upcoming Events 
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Newsletter Subscription Forms 

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION FORM 
 
 

THE SUGGESTED SUBSCRIPTION DONATION IS $12.00 
 
Name:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Street:  _______________________________________________  Apt.:  ________ 
 
City:  ___________________________________  State:  _______  Zip:  ________ 
 
 
    Mail to: Washington State East Area 
       Newsletter Subscription 
       Lindyn Andreasen 
       P.O. Box 401 
       Prosser, WA 99350-0401 

FORMULARIO de SUBSCRIPCION 
PARA CARTA NOTICIERA 

 
 

LA DONACION SUGERIDA PARA SUBSCRIPCION ES $12.00 
 
Nombre:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Calle/St.:  ______________________________________________  Apt.:  ________ 
 
Ciudad:  _______________________________  Estado:  _____  Codigo:  ________ 
 
 
    Envie a: Washington State East Area 
       Newsletter Subscription 
       Lindyn Andreasen 
       P.O. Box 401 
       Prosser, WA 99350-0401 
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Contact Information 

 

Rad Miller 
1320 Terrace Court 
East Wenatchee, WA 98802 

Phone: 509.884.5180 
Fax: 509.886.0898 
Email: rmiller@televar.com 

Alcoholics Anonymous  

WASHINGTON STATE EAST AREA 92 
NEWSLETTER 

Area Position Name Address Phone Email 

Delegate Ginger Rhoades Bell 634 Valley Westside Rd 
Colville, WA 99114 

509-684-5778 mgbell@theofficenet.com 

Alt. Delegate Rusty Kidder 4203 N Normandie 
Spokane, WA 99205 

509-323-7898 rustyK47@aol.com 

Chair Michael Bell 634 Valley Westside Rd 
Colville, WA 99114 

509-684-5778 mgbell@theofficenet.com 

Alt. Chair Woody Epp POB 638 
Waitsburg, WA 99361 

509-337-6549 woody@wwics.com 

Treasurer Lindyn Andreasen 1215 Riverside Drive 
Prosser, WA 99350 

509-786-1475 andreasl@wolfenet.com 

Alt. Treasurer Don Helgeson POB 173 
Waitsburg, WA 99361 

509-337-6186 helgesd@wwics.com 

Secretary Carol Wilbur RR #2 S5 C2 
Castlegar, BC V1N 3L4 

250-359-6652 cwilbur@netidea.com 

Archivist Rick Hines 2380 NE Ellis Way 
C-16 
Pullman, WA 99163 

509-332-3700 hinesric@wsunix.wsu.edu 

Corrections Mike McMurtrie 4428 Sunnycreek Drive 
Spokane, WA 99224 

509-458-3929 mcmurtm@aimcomm.com 

C. P. C. Suzi Olsen HCR 62 Box 56 
Moyie Springs, ID 83845 

208-267-7650 solson@dmi.net 

GV. L. Phil Reed 1592 Old Naches Hwy. 
Naches, WA 98937 

509-965-2606 philyak@televar.com 

Newsletter Rad Miller 1320 Terrace Court 
East Wenatchee, WA 98802 

509-884-5180 rmiller@televar.com 

P. I. Russ Parton POB 730 
Wapato, WA 98951 

509-452-4117  

Treatment Dave McCallum 618 E 17th Ave 
Spokane, WA 99207 

509-838-4952 dmac2@gte.net 

The Washington State East Area Newsletter is a monthly publi-
cation.  It is dependent upon the submissions of the groups, 
committees, and officers for its content.  This newsletter is dis-
tributed free of charge to elected and appointed officers of the 
Washington State East Area, DCM’s, GSR’s, past Delegates, GSO, 
Pacific Regional Trustee.   A yearly subscription is available for a 
donation of $12.00.  These payments are to be made payable to 
the Washington State East area Treasurer.  The Washington 

State East Area currently has twenty Districts that span a large 
geographic area in the inland empire.  WSEA 92 encompasses 
all of eastern Washington as well as parts of British Columbia, 
Idaho, Montana, and Oregon.  This vast expanse of territory al-
lows this newsletter to perform an important function of inform-
ing the individual alcoholic as to the activities, news, and events 
that take place in their Area. 
The Washington State East Area Newsletter Editor reserves the 
right to refuse the publication of any submission. 


