
Hello to all, 
 
I have had a lot of corre-
spondence from the 
General Service Office 
during the last two 
months.  I will summarize 
some highlights for you. 
 

• Greg Muth, past 
Pacific Regional 
Trustee has been 
selected by the Gen-
eral Service Board to 
replace retiring Gen-
eral Manager of 
G.S.O, George 
Dorsey.  Greg is 
speding some time 
in the office now and 
will start working full 
time the first of the 
year.  Greg and his 
family currently live 
in Kaneohe, Hawaii 
but will be moving to 
New York.  I have 
had the opportunity 
to spend some time 
with Greg and know 
he will do a fine job.  
As a matter of fact, 
Greg pulled my 
name out of the hat 
for alternate treasur-
er at the 1990 Wash-
ington Area Assem-
bly in Yakima.  That 
began my service at 

the Area level. 
I have very much 
enjoyed working 
with George and will 
miss him. 

• As the 1999 Litera-
ture Committee 
Conference Chair, I 
have been invited to 
attend the January 
30-February 1, 
1999, General Ser-
vice Board weekend 
and meeting.  Dur-
ing the weekend I 
will be able to 
attend the Trustee’s 
Literature Com-
mittee meeting as 
well as other com-
mittees.  The dead-
line for Conference 
Agenda topics is 
January 15, 1999.  

• Themes, Presenta-
tions and Workshop 
topics for the 50th 
General Service 
Conference (April 30
-May 6, 2000) must 
be submitted by 
January 15, 1999.  
At our Assembly in 
October I distribut-
ed a form for sug-
gestions.  In two 
months I have re-
ceived exactly two 
back.  Perhaps you 

have not yet had dis-
cussions in your 
groups.  Please do so 
if possible and re-
spond to me by Janu-
ary 15, 1999. 

• Audio cassettes of 
“Pioneer Stories” and 
“Living Sober” should 
be available in De-
cember, 1998.  A 
number of transla-
tions of literature in 
foreign languages 
have been completed 
with many more un-
derway. 

• Bill Archer, past dele-
gate from Montreal, 
Canada stated work 
as a staff member 
October 1, 1998.  In 
January he will take 
over the Treatment 
Facilities and Loners/
Internationalists as-
signment so that Va-
lerie O’Neil can de-
vote more time to the 
2000 International 
Convention. 

• Preliminary 2000 In-
ternational Conven-
tion information is 
available on the GSO 
website at Alcoholics-
anonymous.org. 

• Jim Clough, Pacific 
(Continued on page 3) 
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Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of men and women 
who share their experience, strength and hope with each 
other that they may solve their common problem and help 
others to recover from alcoholism.  The only requirement 
for membership is a desire to stop drinking.  There are no 
dues for fees for AA membership; we are self-supporting 
through our own contributions.  AA is no allied with any 
sect, denomination, politics , organization or institution; 
does not wish to engage in any controversy, neither en-
dorses nor opposes any causes.  Our primary purpose is to 
stay sober and help other alcoholics to achieve sobriety. 
 
 Reprinted with permission of A.A. World Services, Inc. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

This is a confidential document for AA members 
only.  It contains member’s last names, addresses 
and telephone numbers. 
 

PLEASE RESPECT OUR ANONYMITY 

 

The newsletter is distributed free to all Area 
Officers, DCMs, GSRs of registered groups, Past 
Delegates, Pacific Regional Trustee and GSO.  
However, the Newsletter is intended to be shared 
with all members of the fellowship.  Home groups 
or individuals may subscribe if they would like their 
own copy. 
 

WASHINGTON STATE EAST AREA 92 NEWSLETTER  
is published monthly by the Washington State East 
Area 92 Area Assembly of Alcoholics Anonymous to 
provide communication within the membership of 
AA.  Opinions expressed are not to be attributed to 
Alcoholics Anonymous as a whole, nor does  
publication of any article imply endorsement by 
Alcoholics Anonymous, or Washington State East 
Area, except when Conference-approved 
publications are quoted.  Articles from A.A. World 
Service, Inc.(AAWS) and the A.A. Grapevine, Inc. (as 
well as other publications) appearing herein are 
reprinted with permission. 

The Deadline for 

Submissions to the 

February issue of the 

Newsletter will be 

January 15.  
Lorne A. District 1 DCM will 

be taking a leave of absence 

from his chair in district 1.  

He’s finding it more difficult 

than he thought to cut back 

on his commitment to ser-

vice to his District and oth-

er helpful causes.  He would 

also like to pass along that 

he’s looking forward to a lit-

tle time off for some trav-

eling to see friends. 

Glady F. a long time AA member 

passed away this last month. Ar-

ea 92 would like to offer its 

condolences to her loved ones, 

and its gratitude for having such 

a wonderful individual grace this 

program.  

From the Editor: 

I would like to apologize to 

Rob See our Area 92 Hospi-

tal and Treatment Chairman 

for not finding the error in 

formatting that omitted his 

contact information for the 

last (2) months. Please see 

page 21 for his current info. 



Region Trustee has been selected 
to serve as Director of the AA 
World Services Board for two years 
beginning in April, 1999.  This will 
be in addition to his role as Pacific 
Region Trustee. 

 
There are many items being forwarded 
to Conference Committees by the Trus-
tee’s Committees.  By next newsletter I 

(Continued from page 1) 

trict Committee literature needs in the 

coming year.  Please ask for more cans 

if you need additional cans.  Get them 

to all of the Groups.  The more that 

they are used the more likely that the 

districts will be self-supporting.  I espe-

cially want to thank Paula Thompson 

and Dave McCallum for all the time 

devoted to helping.  Thank to the Dis-

trict’s for picking up your Video tapes I 

hope that you have all had a chance to 

watch the video and will use it to re-

cruit volunteers into Corrections.  That 

tape looks to be the best tool the cor-

rections committees have ever had for 

recruiting volunteers.  An addition to 

that I just received word that the Span-

ish speaking version of the tape will be 

available sometime very soon after the 

Holidays.   

 

There was a time when Washington 

State Penitentiary at Walla Walla was 

the only facility on this side of the 

mountains.  Because of that a very 

large portion of the Area Budget was 

assigned to that Facility.  We have 6 

major facilities in the Area (Airway 

Heights, Cotton Wood, Coyote Ridge, 

Geiger, Pine Lodge, Yakima) with one 

(Airway Heights) having almost as 

large of an inmate population as Walla 

Walla.  We do however have the two 

largest Correctional Facilities in the 

State.  Add the four other Institutions 

all of County Jails that are growing in 

Population and we have expanded the 

need in our Area considerably.  Many 

of these facilities that were dormant are 

asking for meetings for their offenders. 

Our Area Budget is to assist any and all 

Districts when they are not able to be 

self-supporting.  The Area cannot be 

the sole funding source for Literature 

for any one institution.  Each District 

hopefully will attempt to be self-

supporting and if unable to cover the 

Literature needs of the District commit-

tee, the Area will be happy to assist.  

The Area Committee realizes that some 

small Districts have a large commit-

ment for a small District, but we en-

courage them to do all they can to be 

self-supporting and we will certainly be 

there to help.  We hope that all of the 

Districts are working to be self-

supporting in their commitments to the 

facilities in their districts.   We meet 

Quarterly and talk about the needs 

throughout the District and I urge you 

(Continued on page 4) 
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AREA 92 CORRECTIONS 

CHAIR  

COMMITTEE REPORT 
December 17, 1998 

 

Hi All:    

Let me first wish you all a Very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

 

It is very close to the beginning of the 

New Year. I hope you all got a copy of 

the Area Newsletter and read my report 

given at the Assembly.  However this is 

my year end report.   

We will begin our New Year with a 

brand new budget, and I hope that be-

cause of the seemingly overall ac-

ceptance of the Pink Cans into the meet-

ings in the Districts that the Districts 

will get maximum benefit out of my 

Budget this year.  Also I hopefully have 

filled the most immediate needs of three 

of the larger institutions.  I do foresee a 

need for Spanish Literature; it remains 

in a high demand in all of the facilities 

in the District.    

  

Rob See Treatment Chair and I were 

very pleasantly surprised with the 

amount of people who signed the regis-

ter at our combined Table at the Assem-

bly.  I want to thank all of the volun-

teers who helped at the table to explain 

the purpose of the cans and pass them 

out. It is our wish that with the help of 

the cans for Literature that the Districts 

will be self supporting in all their Dis-

Corrections Committee Report 
Mike McMurtrie Chair 

should have a preliminary listing of 
agenda topics to share with you. 
 
I have been asked by the Host Com-
mittee for PRAASA 1999 to relay 
names for panel presenters, modera-
tors, coordinators and readers.  Please 
let me know if you plan to attend and 
are looking for an opportunity to be of 
service. PRAASA 1999 is in Kona, Ha-
waii, March 6-7. 

 
I enjoyed meeting you all at the As-
sembly in Ellensburg.  The Host Com-
mittee did a fine job and you were all 
well prepared. 
 
Yours in service to the Fellowship, 

Ginger 
Ginger Rhoades Bell 
Delegate Area 92 



to send a representative to the Quarter-

lies, and listen to the reports when they 

come back.   

 

I will be sending in our subscriptions 

for the Grapevines going into all our 

Area institutions as they come due.  

However if your district thinks they are 

in need of a grapevine at an institution 

that is not currently getting one please 

bring it to the attention to your district 

Corrections Chair so that the Commit-

tee can look at the overall needs.  Area 

92 Corrections has 30 Grapevine sub-

scriptions (That dropped from 40 in 95 

when we became Area 92) and certain-

ly we want them to be used for the 

maximum effect. We are ever diligent 

insuring that the Grapevines are mailed 

to a responsible person at the institution 

whom we can trust to see that they get 

to the inmates.    

 

Groups have been asking about order-

ing Back Issues of the Grapevine.  

Maybe your group would like to pur-

chase Grapevines for your corrections 

committee to take into the jails at a 

very reasonable price.  Back issues are 

available in packages of 50 (5 each of 

10 different issues, depending on sup-

ply) for the cost of postage, $8.00. Indi-

vidual issues are also available at $1.50 

each when available.  Issues earlier that 

the 1980’s are out of stock. For Credit 

card orders Phone (212) 870-3400 ext. 

4622 8am-4pm Eastern Time or fax to 

(212) 870-3301. Mail send to Grape-

vine box 1980 Grand Central Station, 

New York, NY 10163  (ALLOW 2-3 

WEEKS FOR DELIVERY).  Call or 

write and ask them to send back issues 

of the Grapevine. 

 

CORRECTIONS BRIDGE 

O.Kaye reports that many of the bridge 

requests she has been getting are void 

of some of the information that is nec-

essary to make a bridge happen.  The 

bridge forms must be filled out com-

pletely they need to include their DOC 

# date of release and the place of re-

lease with address.  Without those 

(Continued from page 3) 

things she obviously can’t get a bridge.  

She is asking for volunteers who are 

willing to be the bridge. It is not spon-

sorship.  The bridge is only committing 

to taking someone to a few meetings 

taking them to 3-5 meetings and getting 

them acquainted with AA in that town.   

The process is not hard and every step 

is taken so that no inmate can contact 

you personally.  The bridge makes the 

contact by the information that is taken 

from the form.  No one except the 

Bridge coordinator has access to the 

Volunteers names and addresses 

(anonymity) 

 

DISTRICT REPORTS FROM THE 

DECEMBER 5 QUARTERLY 

The Districts all report that they are 

currently meeting all their commit-

ments at the Jails and Institutions they 

are working with, however as always 

we are in need of members to join the 

jail and Corrections teams to help take 

the pressure off the committed mem-

bers.  Several Districts are being asked 

to do more without additional people.  

Burnout happens when too few do too 

much.  

 

District 1 

Will be hosting the June Quarterly we 

look forward to going to Canada.  They 

are working on getting meetings going 

in Nelson and Castlegar, and Trail.  

 

Districts 2,3,13,17  

Are fulfilling obligations at all the fa-

cilities in the local area as well as 

members going to Walla Walla. Air-

way Heights has a brand new group at 

the Camp that will be registered with 

GSO very soon and will be added to 

District 3.  More on that as it comes.  

District 3 has two other registered 

groups inside, The Landing Place 

Group in Medium at Airway Heights 

and the Whispering Pines Group at 

Pine Lodge. They have regular meet-

ings at the County/Federal Facility at 

Geiger.  Women’s meetings in the state 

section at Pine Lodge and the Federal 

section at Pine Lodge.  A combined 

orientation for both Pine Lodge and 

Airway Heights this year was success-

ful and they hope to plan another next 

year.  We hope to include Walla Walla 

and Coyote Ridge in the next one.  Pine 

Lodge had their Quarterly coin meet-

ings (Men and Women) on the 11th 

with large and enthusiastic crowds.  

The Ladies were especially enthusiastic 

about their sobriety.   

 

District 5 

Has meetings in the Chelan and Doug-

las County Detention and Correction 

Facility, and they are trying to fill a 

need by providing a Spanish Speaking 

meeting. They are organizing Orienta-

tions for members to become cleared to 

go into the facilities. Requesting the 

Home groups to take one-month com-

mitments, and Plan to take the new 

Corrections video the groups. Their 

next Corrections committee meeting 

will be 12/9/98.  District 5 has volun-

teered to host the next quarterly on 

March 27th in Wenatchee.  

 

District 6 

Committee is making all their current 

commitments with meeting at Yakima 

County Jail, Work Release, A.L.F.E, 

Coyote Ridge, and Walla Walla.  How-

ever always looks for more volunteers 

they have been asked to sponsor a 

meeting at the Toppenish Jail, and will 

try to help if they can.  

 

District 7  

Committee is making their commit-

ments to Whitman, Latah, and Asotin 

County Jails. Working on starting a 

(Continued on page 5) 
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new meeting at the Idaho State Peniten-

tiary in Orofino.   

 

District 8  

Committee has been very busy with 

their commitments in the many facili-

ties in their District Several County 

Jails including the Wallace Jail where 

they hold 2 meetings per week for the 

Men and 2 meetings a week for the 

women.  They have a good rapport 

with the Jail administration and are 

able to have other meetings as request-

ed by inmates.  The District 8 correc-

tions team is very actively looking at 

ways to help bridge the inmates in the 

county jails into the AA community as 

they leave the institutions.   

 

District 9.  

On November 9th the District 9 Correc-

tions chair made a CPC presentation to 

the Walla Walla Penitentiary Admin-

istration using excerpts from the AA 

literature highlighting what AA does 

and what it does not do.  How it can be 

a part of the Mission of he Penitentiary 

and how the lives of recovering offend-

ers can be examples of emotional sta-

bility to the rest of the inmate popula-

tion.  The presentation ended with an 

appeal to the Superintendent for an 

expedited clearance process for AA 

Volunteers wishing to visit the Institu-

tion. In spite of attempts to educate the 

groups in the District. District 9 Cor-

rections committee struggles with the 

reluctance of all the groups in the dis-

trict except one to use the pink cans to 

(Continued from page 4) 

fund literature in the District.  A com-

mon feeling among many in District 9 

is that all the Literature and funding for 

correction work should come from the 

Area.  

(This past year the Area as well as sev-

eral of Area 92 Districts answered the 

call from Michael in District 9 and 

were able to help put needed Literature 

into Walla Walla.)  

 

District 15 

Tom C. reports that a really good meet-

ing has started in the Jail in Libby and 

has requested some Literature to help 

him get things going.  They have abso-

lutely nothing right now in the line of 

Literature.  (Hang in there Tom help is 

on the way)  

 

EVENTS 

District 6 will be hosting a Corrections 

and Treatment Facility Workshop 

“Workshop 99” Sunday January 10, 

1999 Yakima Convention Center This 

will be held during the Yakima Round-

up and Roundup registration is not nec-

essary to attend the workshop.  Infor-

mation call Karen District 6 Correc-

tions Chair (509) 577-8243, Mark Dis-

trict 6 Treatment Facility Chair (509) 

965-2489, Lynn District 6 Alternate 

Treatment Chair.   

District 7 will be holding a Corrections 

Training Workshop on January 23rd 

from 9-12 noon at the Salvation Army 

1835 W. 4th Street, Lewiston, Idaho.    I 

want to thank them for extending an 

invitation to me to come to their Work-

shop.  

Thanks to you all for a great first year 

and another year of Sobriety. I am 

available to come to any district. I will 

try to help in any way that I can please 

feel free to call or write if you have 

questions or requests. 4428 South Sun-

ny Creek Dr. Spokane, WA 99224 

(509) 458-3929 E-Mail 

mcmurtm@gntech.net 

 

Yours in Service,  

Mike McMurtrie 

Corrections Chair  
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“We admitted we were powerless over 

alcohol – that our lives had become 

unmanageable.” 

Reprinted from the Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions, page 21, with 
permission of A.A. World Services, Inc. 

Corrections Committee Report/ 
  1998 WSEA Assembly Committee Final Report Highlights 

1998 WSEA Assembly Committee Final Report Highlights 

1998 Washington State East Area 

Assembly 

District 10, Ellensburg, Washington 

October 16,17 & 18, 1998 

 

Overview 

 

We held our first Area Assembly Com-

mittee meeting in December 1997. The 

committee consisted of the district 

officers, GSR’ s, district chairpeople, 

and others interested in serving on the as-

sembly committee. At that time we formed 

the separate committees that we felt were 

needed, outlined their duties and selected 

people to chair them. The committee meet-

ings were held monthly just prior to our 

district meeting. This gave us the added 

benefit of increasing participation at our 

district GSR meetings. 

As the 1998 assembly was only the third 

assembly held in area 92 we had little in-

formation to draw on from past assem-

blies. There was no final report from 

the assembly in Yakima so the only 

information we had was the final re-

port from the area assembly at Libby 

Mt. 

We invited people from district 6 that 

were involved in their assembly to 

come to our committee meeting and 

share with us what they could about 

(Continued on page 6) 



their assembly. Dick W. attended a 

committee meeting and shared with us 

a wealth of information. We also had 

phone numbers and e-mail addresses 

that enabled us to contact people from 

Libby and Yakima to answer specific 

questions that we had. 

I accepted the position as the chair for 

the assembly committee but being the 

DCM for district 10 did leave me 

stretched a bit thin especially at the 

Saturday area business meeting. I was 

called away a number of times and left 

the Alternate DCM to cover for me. In 

retrospect I would recommend that the 

committee have co-chairs at least one 

that is not a district officer. 

As the area has been discussing obtain-

ing translating equipment we decided 

to see if we could come up with some 

and give it a try at this area assembly. 

We contacted collages, high schools 

and other agencies and were unable to 

find the equipment that would be 

loaned to us. Our Higher Power, how-

ever, provided the solution. An AA 

member new to district 10 from Oregon 

asked the Oregon Area if we could bor-

row their translating equipment for our 

assembly. They unanimously agreed to 

let us use it. It was a success. The 

Spanish -speaking members of area 92 

found it to be a great asset. 

Hosting an area assembly was a real 

experience for district 10, and myself It 

offered an opportunity for a large num-

ber of us to participate in service and 

was a catalyst for some considerable 

growth as members of the fellowship 

and on a personal level. District 10 

would like to thank Area 92 for the 

opportunity to be of service to the fel-

lowship of Alcoholics Anonymous. 

 

In Service, Elton Allen 

Chair. “98” Area Assembly Committee 

 

 

Registration Committee 

Chair: Laura H. 

 

The Registration Committee was the 

largest committee formed. It had the 

(Continued from page 5) most work to be done. This committee 

was responsible for preparing the regis-

tration form, the packets, ribbons, 

badges, tracking pre-registrations and 

Walk-in registrations at the assembly.  

Lodging other than at the host hotel, 

was taken care of by Carrine S. and 

Linda C. 

 

Facilities / Meals Committee 

Co-Chaired by  

Elton A. & Lee Roy Seymore 

 

In searching for a suitable location in 

the Ellensburg area capable of holding 

350 people at one time we found that 

our choices were limited. The best 

choices were the Best Western Inn or 

the Central Washington University. 

Using the university meant that we 

would be paying for the facilities and 

the food separately. We, also, wanted 

to make and sell our own coffee in or-

der to offset the cost of the meals, 

therefore keeping the cost of the pack-

age low. Making our own coffee at the 

university would not be possible. There 

is also the problem of central students 

being on campus. This latter fact con-

cerned some people. 

The Best Western, then, became our 

choice. Dawn Varnum, the catering 

manager, worked with us. Each day we 

had a meal served that netted over 

$1000 then the facilities were free of 

charge. Dawn also agreed to allow us 

to make and sell our own coffee partly 

because trying to make enough coffee 

for our group would tax her staff. 

We had planned to have four meals. 

Friday dinner, Saturday lunch, a ban-

quet Saturday evening and the spiritual 

breakfast. The catering office gave us a 

menu and price list from which to make 

our selections. The committee attempt-

ed to select meals that most people 

would find acceptable. We elected to 

go with a buffet style for all meals with 

the exception of the Saturday banquet. 

 

Hospitality Committee 

Chair: Janet G. 

 

The Hospitality Room was set up in a 

room between to the Archives display 

room and the alkathon room. And signs 

were made pointing the way. We had a 

pot of hot coffee available at all times 

and hot water and tea. The room was 

open every morning of the assembly 

from 7a.m. 

I just want to say that everything went 

fine and I want to thank all the people 

who traveled so far and the people from 

districts 10 and 19 for all their support 

in helping with the hospitality room, 

also all the cookies. God works in spe-

cial ways to help us make it all come 

together. Thank you for letting me be a 

part of the assembly. 

 

Coffee, Pop, Dance Committee 

Chair: Jerry Hogan 

 

Dance: (1) Expenses   $  27.90 

       (2) Pat Moss Band  $500.00  

       $527.90 

 

Income: 131 Pre-reg./ $5.00 =  $655.00 

  26 Walk-in’s /$5.00 = $130.00 

       $785.00 

  Profit from dance :  $257.10 

 

The total coffee and pop expenses were 

$472.90 and we had more than covered 

that by Saturday night so the pop and 

coffee were free on Sunday. The total 

income from pop and coffee sales was 

$705.00, which gave us a net profit of 

$232.10. 

We gave the Best Western $32 for 

three days use of their ice machines to 

supply ice for the pop. This worked out 

cheaper and was more convenient than 

buying bags of ice. 

We had considered using Woody’s “big 

pot” but decided to make the coffee 

inside in smaller pots. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Woody supplied us with a large and a 

small coffee dispenser. 

Thank you, for my opportunity to serve 

area 92. 

 

Finance Committee 

Chair: Lee Roy S. 

 

The Finance Committee was responsi-

ble for keeping an accurate record of all 

expenditures, paying the bills, receiv-

ing and banking the registration money, 

preparing a “break-even expense re-

port, a projected expense/income report 

and a final expense/income report. 

The Assembly Committee began with 

$500.00 seed money from the area. We 

found this to be adequate to cover ex-

penses until money from registrations 

began to come in. 

(Continued from page 6) The actual report of income and ex-

penses showed us exactly what our 

expenses and income were. To our sur-

prise we found that after the bills were 

paid, except for the cost of putting to-

gether and mailing the final report, we 

had a gross profit of $2164.18 and after 

deducting the $500.00 seed money 

from the area we were left with a net 

profit of $1664.18. 

Thank you for allowing me to be of 

service to the Area. 

 

Agenda Committee Report 

Chair: Theresa A. 

 

The agenda committee’s responsibili-

ties included establishing the topics for 

the Friday panels, contacting persons to 

speak about those topics, getting speak-

ers for the banquet and spiritual break-

fast, and working with the area chair-

person regarding the business day 

agenda. We have tried to include a 

highlight of how we accomplished this, 

any wisdom we may have gained from 

our experience, and a few suggestions 

about things we might have done dif-

ferently. 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve 

Your 1998 Agenda Committee 
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1998 Area Assembly Financial Report  Host Committee Treasurer: LeeRoy S. 
 

ITEM DEBIT CREDIT BALANCE 
 
REGISTRATION PACKETS 
REGISTRATION FORMS-COPY COST $77.01  $ - $ (77.01) 
NAME BADGES/ENVELOPES $93.06  $ - $ (170.07) 
BADGE PRINTING COSTS $49.90  $ - $ (219.97) 
RIBBONS AND PRINTING $114.64  $ - $ (334.61) 
PRE REGISTRATIONS(1 REFUND OF $44) $44.00  $8,047.00 $ 7,668.39 
DOOR REGISTRATIONS $ -  $3,016.00 $10,684.39 
MEALS    $ 10,684.39 
FRIDAY DINNER $1,248.30  $ - $ 9,436.09 
SATURDAY LUNCH $1,876.08  $ - $ 7,560.01 
SATURDAY BANQUET $2,905.66  $ - $ 4,654.35 
SPIRITUAL BREAKFAST $1,901.67  $ - $ 2,752.68 
ROOMS    $ 2752.68 
ARCHIVES, HOSPITALITY + ALKATHON X 3 NIGHTS $294.14  $ - $ 2,458.54 
SPEAKERS ROOM X 2 NIGHTS $102.32  $ - $ 2,356.22 
POP AND COFFEE    $ 2,356.22 
COFFEE EXPENSES $332.90  $ - $ 2,023.32 
SODA POP/ICE EXPENSES $140.00  $ - $ 1,883.32 
COFFEE AND POP SALES $ -  $ 705.00 $ 2,588.32 
DANCE    $ 2,588.32 
BAND $500.00  $ - $ 2,088.32 
CHAIRPERSONS EXPENSES IN OBTAINING BAND $27.70  $ - $ 2,060.62 
COMMUNICATIONS    $ 2,060.62 
TELEPHONE $173.80  $ - $ 1,886.82 
COPIES (AGENDA, MINUTES) $23.21  $ - $ 1,863.61 
POSTAGE $15.77  $ - $ 1,847.84 
MISCELLANEOUS    $ 1,847.84 
COIN FOR MOST YEARS SOBRIETY $10.84  $ - $ 1,837.00 
BIG BOOK FOR YOUNGEST MEMBER IN ATTENDANCE $6.00  $ - $ 1,831.00 
FLOWERS FOR BANQUET COORDINATOR $32.31  $ - $ 1,798.69 
AUDIO TAPES $36.57  $ - $ 1,762.12 
CHECK STAMP $21.44  $ - $ 1,740.68 
SPEAKERS TRAVEL EXPENSES $49.00  $ - $ 1,691.68 
FINAL REPORT EXPENSE $27.50  $ - $1,664.18 
TOTAL INCOME    $1,664.18 
REFUND OF SEED MONEY   $ 500.00 $ 2,164.18 
 



“Our common welfare should come first; 

personal recovery depends upon A.A. 

unity.” 

Reprinted from the Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions, page 129, 
with permission of A.A. World Services, Inc. 
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1998 WSEA Assembly Committee Final Report Highlights/ 
                         Our History 

MEAL PRE-REGISTERED WALK IN TOTAL ORDERED TOTAL EATEN % OF REGIST. 

FRIDAY DINNER 148 29 177 171 57 

SATURDAY LUNCH 153 47 200 220 65 

SATURDAY BANQUET 184 46 230 238 74 

SPIRITUAL BREAKFAST 170 42 212 223 68 

MEAL REPORT 

PRE-REGISTERED WALK IN TOTAL % OF REGISTRATION 

131 26 157 51 

DANCE REPORT 

ITEM PRE-REGISTERED WALK IN TOTAL REGISTRATIONS 

REGISTRATIONS 217 93 310 

GSR’S 95 30 125 

ALT. GSR’S 18 6 24 

DCM’S 13 4 17 

ALT. DCM’S 9 2 11 

PAST DELEGATES 6 1 7 

PAST TRUSTEES 2 1 3 

AREA OFFICERS 14  14 

AA MEMBERS 49 44 93 

OTHERS 11 5 16 

ATTENDANCE REPORT 

District 6 

Yakima and Central Washington 

 

Yakima 

 

The fellowship of Alcoholics Anony-

mous first reached the Yakima and Cen-

tral Washington area in the spring of 

1946. 

At that time, there were very few who 

availed themselves of the program, but 

among the earliest were Otis K., Merrit 

A., Brooks B., Gehnard J., Eloy N., Bill 

G., Cliff and Clara M., and Herb N. 

A number of people versed in A.A. 

came from Seattle to help get the Ya-

kima A.A. group started. The idea grew 

from the very first meeting and, alt-

hough meeting times and places were 

often changed due to lack of a perma-

nent home, meetings continued on an 

unbroken weekly basis and A.A. grew 

in membership. 

Many meeting places were used on a 

temporary basis, including the old Don-

nelly Hotel, Chamber of Commerce 

offices, the YMCA, the county court-

house and others. 

When the membership had shown suffi-

cient growth to warrant it, a second 

group was formed. 

About this time, the membership moved 

into the Alano Club rooms at 105 East 

Chestnut; a location that was to serve as 

a focal point for Central Washington   

A.A. for many years, until in 1964, a 

change of ownership brought in a new 

tenant. 

The pioneer members of Yakima A.A. 

worked tirelessly for many years, but 

the passage of time took its inevitable 

toll. Gehnard J. passed away. Merrit A. 

moved to California. Brooks B. went to 

Germany to work. Some of the other old

-timers moved away, died, or just drift-

ed away from meetings. 

Nonetheless, the A.A. idea had caught 

on and through the 1950’s it continued 

to grow. Dozens of people came up the 

stairs at the Alano Club seeking a “a 

new way of life.” 

The meeting and social rooms of the 

club hosted two A.A. meetings a week, 

one open and one closed. The meetings 

were swelled by women alcoholics who 

had no meeting of their own. Al-Anon 

had not yet taken root, which meant that 

those non-alcoholics who wanted to 

learn about the problems of alcoholism 

could only find out about it in open 

meetings. 

It was during one of the worst winter 

storms on record that the Washington 

Area Assembly met in Olympia in No-

vember 1955. Cold winds piled ice and 

snow on the highways of eastern and 

western Washington. The Assembly 

(Continued on page 9) 



voted to hold its next five meetings in 

Yakima, but the meeting dates were 

moved ahead to avoid any more severe 

storms. Yakima was the Assembly’s 

choice because of its central location, 

convention facilities, and ideal fall cli-

mate. 

Jim 0. was elected State Delegate in 

1957. He had served as State treasurer 

the two previous years. During the peri-

od that the State Assembly was held in 

Yakima, the number of G.S.R.’s grew 

and a spirit of state-wide unity began to 

emerge. 

Yakima A.A. was not without its grow-

ing pains. According to one early mem-

ber, “personality clashes were frequent 

and at times were more or less violent.” 

Slips seemed to be accepted as part of 

the fight. It wasn’t until Yakima A.A. 

started recognizing the Traditions that a 

measure of spiritual significance be-

came evident. 

“When the principles of the Traditions 

began to be practiced, the differences 

between individual members became 

less important,” the early member re-

called. 

One of the more colorful program en-

trances was made by Cliff M., who was 

introduced to A.A. by his wife Clara. 

Cliff saw the basket being passed and 

said, “This is for me. Let me get my 

hands on that money!” Despite his 

tough-guy act, Cliff was soon identified 

as having a marshmallow heart. 

In 1961 Ted B., who was partially im-

mobile, came into the program and it 

was realized that a more accessible 

meeting place must be found. 

A meeting was started in Union Gap in 

1962 that is still active today. Mean-

while, the Gamashe Building, which 

housed Yakima A.A., was sold and a 

new home base had to be found. New 

quarters were acquired at Sixth and A 

in a small, rundown building. 

At first, interest ran high on the fix-up 

effort, but it soon narrowed down to 

three members, Howard K., Andy C., 

and Bob S., who continued valiantly. 

The work was for naught, however. A 

fire in late 1964 or early 1965 de-

stroyed the structure, and the group was 

(Continued from page 8) originally intended, and has expanded 

to all the other days of the week as 

well, meeting from 6:30 to 7:30 a.m. 

The Eleventh Steppers Group was start-

ed by Bus H. in August of 1986. This 

closed meeting meets at 5:15 p.m. 

Monday for one hour at 302 North First 

Avenue. 

Meetings have thrived in Yakima with 

more than twenty-five meetings a 

week. 

 

Sunnyside 

 

The Sunnyside Wednesday Night 

Group was founded in 1975 through 

the efforts of Howard K. and Harold H. 

Howard had retired in Sunnyside, and 

finding no A.A. group contacted Har-

old in Prosser to help establish a group. 

The group has occupied a variety of 

meeting sites over the years but has 

always managed to stay alive. Howard 

K. has remained a guiding influence. 

Other members include Ben B., Ken J., 

John E., Dave B., Rod N., Jane S., Har-

ry M., Cindy F., Joe H., Jim P., and 

Tony W. 

Sobriety On Sunday (SOS) was found-

ed in 1979 by Al R. with Ben B. as 

secretary. Ben learned of his new job 

by reading about it in the directory. An 

open breakfast meeting, SOS has 

proved extremely popular and has 

flourished. 

Present members include Janet B., John 

B., Dana K., Vivian P., Carmen S., 

Helen C., Ruth B., Lynn T., John N., 

Pat N., Nathan and Patra M., and Karen 

H. 

Friday Night 12X12 Study Group was 

begun in the spring of 1980 by Jim and 

Jerri N., with the help of Al R. and 

George S., who carried on with the 

meeting even after personality conflicts 

threatened its existence. For a time, 

members of the Wednesday Night 

Group assumed responsibility for this 

meeting, relinquishing it when interest 

was restored. Today the group has a 

small but dedicated membership that 

includes Lewis L., Bob, and Rick. 

 

Kittitas 

(Continued on page 10) 
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forced to move again. 

We acknowledge, with gratitude, the 

cooperation of Jim 0. and Monty G. in 

compiling the material for the Central 

Washington history up to this point. 

The next home was the Poster Building 

on Second Street, where members 

walked up twelve steps to the door. 

Finally, in 1974, the Alano Club was 

moved to a building at 1105 S. Third 

Avenue, where it is today. Meetings are 

held every day at this location. 

Other early meetings included Meeting 

HaIl #5 founded by Fritz L., Bill G., 

Art F., Herb N., and Eloy N.; Senator 

Hopefuls, begun by Fritz M.; Serenity 

House with “Sheepherder Bill” and 

Bob B., and Hopeful Hall, begun by 

Joy H., Fritz L., and Chris S. 

In the early 1980’s, Debbie L. and Gor-

don H. filled a need for a weekly noon 

meeting on the campus of the Yakima 

Valley Community College. The group 

was originally called Closer to Ole’s, 

denoting its proximity to a bar across 

the street. At a group inventory in the 

summer of 1986, the name was 

changed to Sometimes Upstairs. At the 

same time, the format was changed 

from general discussion to a monthly 

rotation of general discussion, Grape-

vine, Big Book, Unity and Service, and 

a speaker on the fifth Thursday. 

Active members Anne B., Sue S., and 

Alice Z. say the meeting continues to 

be small but a vital part of sobriety on 

campus. Meetings are held Thursday in 

the women’s dorm lunchroom, South 

13th and Prasch. 

A more recent meeting is the Early 

Birds A.A. Group which began on 

August 16, 1983, with Rick F., Herb 

W., and Dan H. It now has nearly sixty 

home group members. It continues to 

meet on Tuesday and 

Thursday as was 
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Kittitas Open Group was formed in 

June 1979 by Neal, Little John and 

Whitey S. The group meets Monday at 

8:00 p.m. in the Kittitas Community 

Center. Dan W. is the group’s G.S.R. 

 

Ellensburg 

 

From meeting records, tapes, letters, 

and interviews with old-timers, the 

following history and growth of Alco-

holics Anonymous in Kittitas County 

has been compiled. 

Without the knowledge and benefit of 

our Twelve Traditions in place, these 

individuals of divergent views banded 

together with one common bond to 

unite them. As other fledgling groups 

throughout the country were experienc-

ing growing pains in their infancy, so 

too were those in Ellensburg, Cle 

Elum, and Kittitas. Out of chaotic be-

ginnings they took form. Resentments 

from painfully bruised egos led to 

many incidents wherein a group’s sur-

vival was oftentimes in doubt. In retro-

spect, some were humorous. 

The first meeting of Alcoholics Anony-

mous in Kittitas County was held in 

Ellensburg at the Webster Hotel on 

November 20, 1951. It was named the 

City & Sage Group and two people 

were present. They were Mabel L., who 

lists herself as secretary, and her hus-

band Edward L., who is listed as chair-

man. Four people attended the fol-

lowing meeting which was on Novem-

ber 27. No collection was taken until 

the January 8, 1952, meeting. However, 

a donation from the Kiwanis Club of 

ten dollars was accepted to pay for an 

advertisement in the local paper. 

At the June 14, 1952, meeting, the 

structure format began to follow 

“Roberts Rules of Order,” in that 

minutes of previous meetings were 

read, discussed, then voted upon as 

accepted before current meeting contin-

ued. Due to lack of sufficient funds to 

cover rent at various establishments, 

such as the Webster Hotel, YMCA, 

City Hall, and many others, they began 

rotating the meeting each succeeding 

(Continued from page 9) March 7, 1953, four members of the 

Yakima A.A. group visited, including 

Cliff M., and encouraged the local 

members to visit the Alano Club and 

meetings in Yakima. 

The City & Sage Group of A.A. appar-

ently became quite upset by the for-

mation of a new A.A. group later 

known as the Rodeo City Group which 

met at the Washington Hotel. On May 

23 of that year the City & Sage Group 

voted to place an ad in the local news-

paper as follows: “Alcoholics Anony-

mous.” “The City & Sage Group is not 

affiliated with the Rodeo City Group - 

known as the Washington Hotel 

Group.” In big block letters following 

this, it reads: “ALCOHOLICS ANON-

YMOUS PHONE 2-5291.” Apparently, 

Mabel L., following release from the 

hospital for her “nervous condition” 

decided not to return to the “mother 

group of A.A.,” but elected to start a 

new group. The list of known meetings 

in Eastern Washington show Mabel as 

secretary of the Rodeo City Group of 

A.A. Another interesting item dated 

December 1953 indicates the entire 

City & Sage Group attended a meeting 

of the local chapter of the WCTU at the 

invitation of their president. 

The City & Sage and Rodeo City 

Groups continued to grow in member-

ship and quality although “bending” of 

the Traditions occurred from time to 

time. Contributions from outside 

sources continued. Bruce K. and John 

C.S. decided that missing a few meet-

ings would 

teach other members to be “more re-

sponsible.” The group began fining 

members one dollar for missing meet-

ings. 

In September 1954 a letter, composed 

by secretary Bruce K. and approved by 

the City & Sage Group, voices dissat-

isfaction with G.S.O. policy. It was 

sent to General Service Headquarters in 

New York and a copy was sent to 

Grapevine Publications, requesting 

comments from other A.A. groups. The 

letter is included in its entirety so the 

readership may see the humor of what 

these early A.A. members took so seri-

(Continued on page 11) 
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week at members’ homes throughout the 

county. Apparently these were begun as 

open meetings and it is somewhat diffi-

cult at times determining which were 

alcoholics, or spouses of same. We do 

know from the records specific refer-

ences determine that some women were 

A.A. members, beginning with the co-

founder Mabel L. 

Regulars attending these early meetings 

were: Mabel and Edward L., John and 

Hazel B., Bruce and Ella K., John C.S., 

Barney and Peggy A., Earl and Virginia 

G., Oscar and Esther, Harold and Flor-

ence, and Monty G. 

Meeting content varied. References to 

alcohol and abuse of same were read and 

discussed from Reader’s Digest, various 

medical journals, biblical passages, 

Peale’s Power of Positive Thinking, plus 

a publication called Arizona Advocate. 

The Little Red Book published by Ha-

zelden, was their mainstay. 

In mid 1952 Mabel L. apparently did 

some “research”, as meeting notes indi-

cate she was in the local hospital recov-

ering from her “nervous condition.” No 

further references are made of her pres-

ence at meetings of the City & Sage 

Group until June 8, 1956. 

On October 11, 1952, the women were 

asked to adjourn to the kitchen to coun-

sel the spouse of a newcomer attending 

his first meeting; and the notes state that 

Ella K. presided over the “kitchen meet-

ing” as Bruce K. gaveled the regular 

meeting to order. This was apparently 

the first unofficial meeting of Al-Anon 

in Kittitas County. On December 5th of 

that year Oscar’s three month sobriety 

was celebrated with a birthday cake. 

In early 1953 the group acquired a 

G.S.O. handbook and in March 1953 the 

first reference is made to the book Alco-

holics Anonymous. Bruce K., reading 

from it calls it the “Big Book”. On 
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ously. 

 

Dear sirs; 

We of the City & Sage Group wish to 

express our sentiments on collections 

by General Service Headquarters and 

A.A. financing in general. We feel that 

present methods are contrary to A.A. 

principles which teach us to face all 

facts and problems squarely. It seems 

to us that we are trying to evade the 

financial issue-afraid; yes afraid to tell 

each member that he owes a dollar or 

two per year for the support of the or-

ganization, which if he really is a mem-

ber, has done so much for him. Instead 

the new member is told there are no 

fees, no dues, no financial obligation. 

But, before long a plea for funds is 

received from headquarters suggesting 

a certain amount from each member. 

Then not too long after remitting the 

suggested amount, another plea is re-

ceived asking for more. 

We, and others, feel that after paying 

our share we should not be asked to 

pay twice, and that those who have not 

paid should be asked to pay. We feel 

that any obligations or business being 

financed by voluntary contributions is 

doomed to continued financial trouble, 

particularly when they refuse any large 

amounts. We feel that this method en-

courages some so-called members to 

shirk their responsibility, which cer-

tainly is not the true aim of A.A. We 

also have seen that those so-called 

members who do not pay, claiming 

immunity by the Third Tradition, are 

not the type who attract others, but are 

the ones who cause the smiles and 

sneers on many faces when A.A. is 

mentioned. If a dollar or two per year 

forced them to quit pretending to be 

members it would make room for more 

sincere Alcoholics who do not enter 

A.A. because they don’t care to join a 

group of bums and pretenders. 

 

Thanks for listening, 

City & Sage Group, Ellensburg, Wash. 

 

We suggest you publish this letter in 

the Grapevine to receive comments 

(Continued from page 10) was obtaining a permanent meeting 

place that could be had at a price we 

could meet. The possibility of the place 

at the 

Airport was talked over and Ken P.R. 

was authorized to negotiate a lease on 

the building with the city of Ellensburg. 

Ken P.R. was designated secretary and 

service representative. 

All members present look forward to 

the time when this building may serve 

the requirements of any and all alcohol-

ics in this area to the end that all may 

benefit therefrom. 

Ken P.R. Secretary 

 

Ken P.R., who passed away January 

15, 1969, served as secretary and ser-

vice representative at this time and was 

one of many who gave much in service 

to A.A. 

The Airport Group continued to serve 

Ellensburg for over twenty-two years 

and many dedicated members served as 

examples of A.A. in action. Among 

these were Hunter H., Jim 0., Ben H., 

Ken P.R., and John S. 

In September 1981 a Step study group 

was started in the home of a member. 

This group later moved to the Method-

ist Church in Ellensburg. In October 

1981 the Airport Group moved to the 

same address, becoming the Kittitas 

Valley Group. In March 1983 the Ala-

no Club opened at 317 N. Main, and 

meetings continue to be held there as 

well as at the Methodist Church. 

 

Toppenish - Selah - ZilIah 

 

Mt. Adams Indian Group 

The Mt. Adams Indian Group was be-

gun in 1968 at Friendship Center. The 

group meets on Wednesday and Satur-

day nights. 

Another group, founded by Woody E., 

prospered and waned. It was begun in 

1980 and was active until 1985. 

 

Saturday Night Live Group 

Saturday Night Live first met at Our 

Lady of Lourdes Church in 1980. Pre-

sent at the outset were John B., Roy S., 

Oliver T., Linda W., Eileen H., Sharon 

(Continued on page 12) 
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from other groups. 

Carbon copy sent to: The Alcoholics 

Anonymous Grapevine Inc., 241 East 

Broadway, New York 2, N.Y. 

 

Within the next few years, as members 

of both groups intermingled at other 

meetings in Yakima and surrounding 

towns, the City & Sage mother group 

and Rodeo City Group mended their 

differences. On June 8, 1956 there is 

mention of Edward and Mabel L. attend-

ing a meeting and Ken P.R. being fined 

one dollar for missing a meeting due to 

fishing. November 1956 shows ending 

of “Roberts Rules of Order” in the for-

mat. The last recorded regular A.A. 

meeting of the City & Sage Group was 

September 28, 1957. 

An organizational meeting was held by 

this group on December 20, 1958. The 

complete minutes relative to dissolving 

of the City & Sage Group and formation 

of the Airport Group and herein sub-

mitted: 

 

The meeting was held at the church in 

Kittitas. After some discussion relative 

to the activities of A.A. in Ellensburg 

and as a result of many talks about our 

problems, in view of the availability of a 

permanent meeting place; it was deter-

mined that the best interests, progress 

and welfare of all alcoholics in this area 

could be best served by the formation of 

a new group to be known as the Airport 

Group. This was done by a unanimous 

vote. It is understood that this group will 

be composed of former members of the 

City & Sage Group in the beginning; but 

the overall plan includes a program that 

we believe will be attractive to all alco-

holics in this area. 

It was the opinion of those 

present that one of the 

major problems 
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District 2 
Spokane County, South Spokane, 
Medical Lake, Cheney South 

District 5 Wenatchee, Moni-

tor, Cashmere, Peshastin, Leavenworth, Plain, 
Waterville 

“The Conference shall never become the 

seat of perilous wealth or power.” 

Reprinted from the Twelve Concepts for World Service, page 62, 
with permission of A.A. World Services, Inc. 

S., Mollie B., and Dick B. Of this origi-

nal group, John, Mollie and Dick are 

still very active and Oliver was an ex-

ample of sobriety until his death. An 

A.A. friend, Father Queen, was espe-

cially helpful in starting A.A. in Selah. 

In 1985 the group moved to Yakima, 

where it presently meets in the city 

public works shop conference room at 

2301 Fruitvale Boulevard. 

 

Tuesday Nite Group 

(Continued from page 11) 
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The Tuesday Nite Group was begun by 

Don H. under the direction and guidance 

of Val A. at the Holy Trinity Episcopal 

Church. The group was dissolved in 

February 1985. 
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District Reports 

HAPPY NEW YEAR GREETINGS FROM 
DISTRICT 2! 
 
Janie T. and Dan L-F (our District 2 
DCM and Alternate DCM) send Happy 
New Year wishes and hope that every-
one had a nice Christmas.  They're now 
looking forward to attending the Janu-
ary Quarterly.  Janie and Dan also 
thank everyone in District 2 for the 
great participation at our district 
meetings. 
Our November District 2 potluck/
meeting proved that business and 
pleasure can mix.  It was a cold, dark 
and rainy night as nineteen of us ar-
rived at Judy and Gary K's home, lug-
ging our hot dishes and notebooks.  
The weather was soon forgotten, how-
ever, in the warmth and laughter of 
good friends joining in food and fellow-
ship while we considered ways of car-
rying out our Third Legacy of service. 
One of the items we discussed and 
voted on was to establish a Prudent 
Reserve Policy for District 2.  We are 
now at the point where this can and 
will be done at the end of each year 
Congratulations and thanks to Carol 
W., recently elected to chair the Spo-
kane Central Office 12th Step Com-

years. 
Our next District 2 meeting will be on 
Wednesday, January 20, at 7:00 p.m. 
at First Things First, 518 West Third, in 
Spokane.  Janie invites Area chairper-
sons who may be in town to attend our 
district meetings.  Everyone else is also 
welcome! 
 

mittee, and Jeff L., newly elected Cen-
tral Office Treatment Facilities Chair.  
Jeff plans to continue helping out on 
District 2's Treatment Committee, along 
with Dave McC.  Expanding our service 
to treatment facilities is one of District 
2's goals. 
Speaking of Treatment work, Janie and 
Dan McC. are very grateful to Mark, 
Treatment Chair in Yakima's District 6, 
for sharing with them a good format for 
AA treatment facility presentations.  
Janie and Dan followed this format re-
cently at the Abstemious Clinic in Spo-
kane and had a warm reception.  They 
brought the Public Information litera-
ture display along and showed the vide-
otape "Hope," as well as sharing their 
stories and talking about the Traditions 
and Steps. 
Thanks are in order for "For Whom the 
Bell Tolls Group!"  They have volun-
teered to sponsor weekly meetings to 
Eastern State Hospital on a three-month 
basis.  Keeping these weekly Friday 
meetings open and active is a wonderful 
service. 
Recent AA birthdays in District 2:  Dave 
P. with 22 years and Dan L-F with 5 

Hi from Five. 

 

Our planning is underway for our 20th 

annual Little Assembly.  The theme for 

our Assembly coincides with the theme 

of the General Service Conference, 

Moving Forward: Unity Through Hu-

mility. The date will be March 20th 

1999, flyers will be available at the Jan. 

Quarterly. 

Our District decided to back District 4 

totally at the January Quarterly when 

they bring a motion about Assembly 

Floor Motions. As a result of 

communications through our Area 

Newsletter we found out that we were 

not alone in our thinking that some-

thing was not right at our Area Assem-

bly in Ellensburg. It sure would be easy 

to point fingers at why things happened 

the way they did, but thanks to the 

(Continued on page 13) 



District 15 North Eastern 

WA, Stevens County, Kettle Falls, Coville, 
Chewelah 

We are in the planing stages of some 

sort of presentation or workshop. We 

also are going to work on a District 12 

handbook. Both projects should keep 

us busy. I will share more as it tran-

spires. 

New Year’s eve was celebrated in Che-

lan with a potluck at the Methodist 

church, the honoring of December AA 

birthday’s and games and fellowship 

until midnight. 

The Okanogon Valley Winter AA 

Round-up is January 29, 30, 31 1999 at 

the Cedars Inn Motel in Okanogan. 

there will only be 200 tickets sold for 

this Round-up so get yours soon! Fri-

day night at 7pm Chu Chua Bob will 

speak, there will be meeting all day 

Saturday and a banquet and dance in 

the evening, Sunday there will be 

breakfast and Alanon speaker Pat A. 

and AA speaker Red A. the folks in 

Okanogan have been working hard 

organizing this and I am sure it will be 

an inspiring event. 

I hope to be more comfortable and in-

formed in my newsletter correspondent 

role by the February issue, until then 

keep it simple one day at a time!!! 

 

Janine 

District 12 Secretary/Correspondent 

 

word that we learned to drop in a fourth 

step,we are ready to look for solutions. 

This months featured group is the Ap-

ple Capital Group. 

 

Being of Service, 

Bill H 

 

The Apple Capital group meets every 

Sunday at 9:30am with an 8:30 time for 

breakfast. We meet in the Apple Room 

at the Roaster Restaurant on the 9th 

floor of the West Coast Hotel,in 

Wenatchee. 

We are a group who is active in service 

at the group and district level. Our 

home group has 12 members and we 

find it a privilege anytime we can be of 

service. Be it taking on registration for 

the Little Assembly or taking a 

weekly commitment for Detox 

In November we elected the rotation of 

both treasurer, Bill H, and grapevine 

&lit., Greg L. Thanks to Maxine, past 

treasurer and Bill, past grapevine & 

lit. for years of dedicated service.  

On a monthly basis, we review and ask 

the question, are we carrying the AA 

message. One area we continue to re-

view is how to involve the newcomer. 

 I am personally very grateful for the 

care, support and opportunities for 

growth that come from being in a home 

group. Take care and I will see you at 

the Area Quarterly in January. 

 

YIS, Susan A.   GSR 

 

Well HO! HO! HO!, theres 1ots of 

snow, (at least there is in this part of 

DISTRICT 15. Hope this finds all of 

you out there in Sober land surviving 

the winter, and still able to count your 

blessings of: being sober, a roof over 

your head, friends who have been 

there, and meetings where if you listen 

you can hear someone else not as 

blessed as you. 

Before I start with the news from the 

district, I received the following poem 

from a very special couple, in a Christ-

mas card and just had to share it with 

their permission. 

 

CHRISTMAS CARD LIST 

 

I have a list of folks I know, all written 

in a book 

And every year when Christmas comes, 

I go and take a look. 

That is when I rea1ize that these names 

are a part, 

Not in the book their written, but in my 

heart. 

For each name stands for SOMEONE 

who has crossed my path sometime, 

And in that meeting they have become 

the rhythm in each rhyme. 

And while this sounds fantastic for me 

to make this claim, 

I really feel that I’m composed of each 

remembered name. 

And while you may not be aware of 

any special link, 

Just meeting you has changed my life a 

lot more than you think. 

For once I’ve met someone that the 

year cannot erase, 

The memory of a pleasant word or 

friendly face. 

So never think my Christmas cards are 

Just a mere routine, 

Of names upon a Christmas list, forgot-

ten in between. 

For when I send a Christmas card that 

is Addressed to you, 

It’s because you are on the list of folks 

(Continued on page 14) 
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District 12 
S  O k a n o g a n  &  F e r r y  C o u n t i e s ;  
C h e l a n ,  O m a k ,  B r e w s t e r ,  
M e t h o w  V a l l e y ,  R e p u b l i c  

Happy new year from District 12! 

 

District 12 held the December GSR 

meeting in Chelan at the home of Dian 

M. our DCM. She lured us out at this 

busy time with promises of stew and 

apple dumplings. Topics on district 12’s 

agenda for 1999: How to get people 

more involved in AA service. 



that I’m indebted to. 

For I’m but the total of many folks I’ve 

met, 

And you happen to be one of those I 

prefer not to forget. 

And whether I’ve known you for many 

years or few, 

In some way you have had a part in 

shaping things I do. 

And every year when Christmas comes, 

I realize anew, 

The best gifts life can offer are meeting 

folks like you. 

And may the Spirit of Christmas that 

forever endures, 

Leaves its richest blessings in the 

hearts of you and yours. 

 

A special thank you to Mike M. the 

Area Corrections Chairman, who took 

the time to come share his experience, 

strength, and hope when he spoke at 

the Candlelight groups, monthly speak-

er meeting. Also thanks for Chairing 

the District Inventory meeting. Your 

guidance gave us much food for 

thought and helped us find our way to 

becoming even more productive in car-

rying the message. 

The Monday night Kettle Falls study 

group has relocated back at the Senior 

Center in Kettle Falls. For those who 

haven’t taken the time to meet with 

them, let me tell you, your missing a 

special treat. They are an exceptionally 

warm caring group, that is down to 

earth. Personally speaking I have been 

blessed to have been able to be at this 

meeting several times in the last couple 

of months. What a treat, thanks group 

for making me feel so welcome. A spe-

cial welcome to Valerie E. they’re new 

GSR. 

The Friday Rebels, and the servants of 

the District want to say Happy Birthday 

to Mary S. The last Friday of the month 

our very own district treasurer will be 

celebrating her 8th B’day. What a fan-

tastic example of how service in AA 

can bless you and change your life. 

Thanks for hanging in there Mary, 

you’ve been a real asset in my sobriety.  

If you decide to try to hit the Jan. 

speakers meeting of the Candlelight 

group in Kettle Falls, be sure to call 

Clem N. at 738-4529 first. It seems 

(Continued from page 13) see that we stay self supporting through 

our own contributions, and give a little 

more to make sure the doors of AA are 

open for others. 

Another change in the district is our 

DCM. Unfortunately James S. has 

stepped down as DCM, and Frank R. 

our Alt. Is the new DCM. Thanks 

James for all the time you gave. Good 

luck Frank, were all supporting you. 

Were really looking forward to the 

quarterly in Jan. and hope to see a 

bunch of you in Prosser. We will be 

watching and probably asking for guid-

ance, since our district will be hosting 

the April quarterly right here at the 

Alcoa Training Center in Addy. 

Well its almost time to go but before I 

do mark your calendars for the Spring 

Roundup here in Addy. It will take 

place the 3rd weekend in March, the 

12th-20th. See you all soon. 

 

A fellow trudger, 

Rusty 
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they may not have it in Jan. For the 

month of Dec. they send their warmest 

congratulations to Tom H.D. as he will 

be celebrating his 2nd B’day the last 

Thursday of the month. 

Wednesday lunch bunch says to re-

member their Potluck Podium Speak-

ers meeting the 3rd Sat. of the month. 

The turnouts have been great, with 20 

–25 persons a month gathering. 

A big change for the area is the Satur-

day Night Colville beginners meeting. 

TAKE NOTE!! THE THIRD SATUR-

DAY OF THE MONTH THIS 

GROUP WON’T MEET. For the last 

couple of months, on the 3rd Sat. eve-

ryone seems to be showing up at 2nd 

and Maple for the Potluck Speakers 

meeting, so the Beginners group decid-

ed to just support the Speakers meet-

ing. How’s that for working together 

and everyone winning. 

The Thursday Arden Big Book Study 

Meeting celebrated their 6th birthday 

this last month. My how time flies 

when your having fun. Some of the 

regulars were mentioning how great it 

was to see some of the starters of the 

group show up to help celebrate. 

A special note from the WIR group in 

Chewelah. They are a group with no 

home group members, and yet they are 

financially self-sufficient. Not only are 

they current on their rent, have coffee, 

literature for the new person, but they 

also support the person that attends, 

they usually put more than a buck in 

the basket and by doing this they have 

found that the new persons do the 

same. She also went on to say that its 

just amazing to watch the personal 

growth, of those that go the extra bit to 

12/1/98 

We had our regular monthly GSR 

Meeting on 11-8-98. Not much is 

going on in the District. Our Halloween 

Party was a success with a lot of 

people and food. I don't have the list of 

birthdays in Nov., as I've misplaced it. 

I'll submit them next month. Ron G., 

alias RONCO, District 18 Alt DCM, 

attended the Area Assembly, and gave 

a wonderful report of what went on. As 

previously reported, we have a new 

District Secretary, Anne H., and the 

District welcomes her. The Dayton 

Group has a X-Mas party planned. 

Dates and times to follow.  We dis-

cussed a new format for meeting sched-

ules, and it was decided to stick with 

the same format as before. Well, with-

(Continued on page 15) 

District 18 Dayton, Prescot, 

Waitsburg 



out our EZ Duz It Forms to go from, 

and my memory like 

it is, this is all I have until our next 

meeting. 

 

12/24/98 

We had our monthly GSR meeting on 

12-13-98, and was well attended. As 

previously reported, the Pomeroy Grat-

itude Banquet was a huge success. As 

I don't have the birthday list in front of 

me, and I need to make the deadline, I 

will submit a very long list of them. 

There's been a lot of birthdays in our 

little District, which is very exciting. 

My apologies to those birthday folks, 

but not to worry, you'll be recognized. 

The Dayton Groups having their annual 

Christmas Party on Dec. 18 @ 6:30 

with a potluck and Santa visiting. Also 

a surprise speaker, which will be 

interesting, as they don't know that they 

will be speaking. Should be interesting. 

Not much more to report other than 

sobriety is happenin' in Dist. 18. There 

also be something going on for New 

Years Eve as Roger J. took over the 

reins, sooooo, it'll be somewhere in 

Waitsburg. Will let you know how it all 

turns out. Hope everyone has a wonder-

ful and safe holiday season. Until next 

time ..… 

 

In Service, 

Ron F. 

(Continued from page 14) 
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December 1998 

Moses Lake: 

Thanksgiving Dinner Potluck was a 

great success. Thursday 8:PM “Our 

Common Welfare” wants to thank all 

who participated, and those who helped 

set up and those who helped clean up. 

Speakers: Ron & Kitti also Missy B. 

Sober Birthdays: 

November 1998 

11/4/96 Suzan M. 2 yrs., 11/10/83 Tom 

M. 15 yrs., 11/26/93 Jeff C. 5 yrs., 

11/25/95 Jack W. 3 yrs. 

 

District 19 Quincy, Ephrata, 

Lakeview, Soap Lake, Moses Lake, Royal City, 
Othello 

December 1998 
12/12/92 Del H. 6 yrs., 12/15/95 Des I. 
3 yrs., 12/28/89 Paula H. 9 yrs., 11/7/98 
Brandon O. 30 days. 
January 1999 
1/11/98 Jim W. #2 1 yr., 1/13/81 Jim W. 
#1 18 yrs., 1/13/91 Javier M. 8 yrs., 
1/18/76 Huck G. 23 yrs. 
February 1999 
2/1/97 Tim W. 2 yrs., 2/7/95 Rick S. 4 
yrs., 2/8/93 Richard P. 6 yrs., 2/19/85 
Joe B. 14 yrs., 2/4/92 Jon M. 7 yrs. 
Moses Lake: 
Would like to send A Big Merry Christ-
mas and hope you have a wonderful 
New Year in 1999!! 
Moses Lake: 
Alkathon at 724 W. 3rd, December 24th 
– December 25th Noon – 8:PM Decem-
ber 31st – Noon thru January 1st Noon. 
Any food donations welcome! (snack 
foods, etc…) 
 
District 19 
Missy B. 
Newsletter Person (Temp.) 

Jung’s reply, datelined Kusnacht-Zurich, 

January 30, 1961, read, in its entirety: 

Dear Mr. Wilson, 

Your letter has been very welcome in-

deed. 

“I had no news from Rowland H. any-

more and often wondered what has been 

his fate. Our conversation which he has 

adequately reported to you had an aspect 

of which he did not know. The reason 

that I could not tell him everything was 

that those days I had to be exceedingly 

careful of what I said. I found out that I 

was misunderstood in every possible 

way. Thus I was very careful when I 

talked to Rowland H. But what I really 

thought about was the result of many 

experiences with men of his kind. 

“His craving for alcohol was the equiv-

alent on a low level the spiritual thirst 

of our being for wholeness, expressed 

in medieval language: the union with 

God. “How could one formulate such 

an insight in a language that is not mis-

understood in our days? 

“The only right and legitimate way to 

such an experience that it happens to 

you in reality, and it can only happen 

to you when you walk on a path which 

leads you to higher understanding. You 

might be led to that goal by an act of 

grace or through personal and honest 

contact with friends, or through a high-

er education of the mind beyond the 

confines of mere rationalism. I see 

from your letter that Rowland H. has 

chosen the second way which was, 

under the circumstances, obviously the 

best one. 

“I am strongly convinced that the evil 

principle prevailing in this world leads 

the unrecognized spiritual need into 

perdition, if it is not counteracted ei-

ther by a real religious insight or by the 

protective wall of human community. 

An ordinary man, not protected by an 

action from above and isolated in soci-

ety, cannot resist the power of evil, 

which is called very aptly the Devil. 

But the use of such words arouse[s] so 

many mistakes that one can only keep 

aloof from them as much as possible. 

“These are the reasons why I could not 

give a full and sufficient explanation to 

Rowland H., but [I] am risking it with 

you because I conclude from your very 

decent and honest letter that you have 

acquired a point of view about the mis-

leading platitudes one usually hears 

about alcoholism. 

“Alcohol in Latin is spiritus, and you 

use the same word for the highest reli-

gious experience as well as for the 

most depraving poison. The helpful 

formula therefore is: spiritus contra 

spiritum. 

“Thanking you again for your kind 

letter, I remain yours sincerely, 

C. G. Jung 

“’As the hart panteth after the water 

brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, 

O God.’ Psalm 42, 1” 

 

In the Beginning 
Dr. Jung’s reply to Bill W.’s letter. 

11/98 NL page 14. 

 

Reprinted with permission of AA World 
Services, Inc. from ‘Pass It On’ pages 
383 –385 
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Calendar of Events 
 
JANUARY, 1999 
 
1-3  Western Area Conference of  Young People in AA (WACYPAA); Jenn R. 503.232.4106, Andy B.    
  503.284.3984,   http://wacypaa.org/, Portland Marriott Downtown Hotel, 1401 SW Naito Pkwy 
 
8-10 Yakima Valley Roundup “The Joy of Living 10th Anniversary”.  Yakima Convention Center, Yakima, WA. 
  Contact Dan S. 509.697.4036 or Lynn N. 509.965.0590. 
 
9  Speaker Meeting, Jon H., 15 Yrs, Portland OR (There Is A Solution), 8:00p, Masonic Temple, Pasco 
  
16  WSEA 92 Quarterly Meeting.  Location: The Barn, Prossser, WA.  8:30a-5:00p.  Contacts:  George M.  
  509.786.6932 or Lynn A. 509.786.1475. 
 
29-31 Okanogan Valley Winter A.A. Round-up. First Annual “A New Beginning” Cedars Inn Motel in Okanogan, WA  
  Contacts: Barb W. 509.826.5014, Dave S. 509.826.3956, Matilda 509.826.3356, Cactus Jack 509.826.4449, 
  Nick R. 509.422.0304. Email: millerj@northcascades.net. (See flyer this NL) 
 
 
FEBRUARY, 1999 
 
 
MARCH, 1999 
 
5-7  Pacific Regional Alcoholics Anonymous Service Assembly (PRAASA); Kate R. 808.735.4111, Kona Surf  

  Resort.  Hosted by the Hawaii Area Committee.  (See flyer this issue of the NL) 

 
20  District 5 20th Annual Little Assembly. Holy Apostles Catholic Church, 1315 8th NE (8th and Kansas) in East 
  Wenatchee. Alanon speaker will be Angie P. The District 5 Archives display will be there along w/ Area 92 
  Literature display. For more info contact Kjell 509.548.7718. 
 
27  Area 92 Combined Corrections and Treatment Quarterly. Hosted by District 5. East Wenatchee VFW Hall. 
  10:00 – 3:00, Potluck Lunch, Guest Speaker, District reports. Contacts: Mike 509.458.3929, 
  Rob 509.891.9374, Heather District 5 Corrections Chair 509.548.8176. (See flyer this NL) 
 

 

April, 1999 

 
9-10 WSEA 92 April Quarterly.  Northwest Alloys Training Center in Addy, WA.  District 15 will have a flyer at the 
  January Quarterly in Prosser. 
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W.S.E.A. 92 Contribution Forms 

Contributions in support of the Washington State East Area are made payable to: 
 
Washington Sate East Area 
P.O. Box 401 
Prosser, WA  99350-0401 
 
Please accompany all payments with Group and District number 
 
Contribution Amount:  $  ________________ 
 
Group Name:  ______________________________________ 
 
Group #:  ______________  (this is your 6-digit number)    District #:  ________ 
 
Address:  ______________________________________ 
 
City:  __________________________________ 
 
State:  ______    Zip:  __________ 
 
 

Contribuciones en Apoyo De La Area Este Del Estado de Washingtion Seran Hechas a: 
 
Washington Sate East Area 
P.O. Box 401 
Prosser, WA  99350-0401 
 
Por Favor Submita Numero de Grupo y Distrito Contribuciones 
 
Cantidad de Contribucion:  $  ________________ 
 
Nombre de Grupo:  ______________________________________ 
 
Numero (#) de Grupo:  ______________  (6-Numeros)    Numero (#) de Distrito:  ________ 
 
Domicilio:  ______________________________________ 
 
Ciudad:  __________________________________ 
 
Estado:  ______    Codigo:  __________ 
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NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION FORM 
 
 
THE SUGGESTED SUBSCRIPTION DONATION IS $12.00 FOR 1998 
 
Name:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Street:  _______________________________________________  Apt.:  ________ 
 
City:  ___________________________________  State:  _______  Zip:  ________ 
 
 
     Mail to: Washington State East Area 
       Newsletter Subscription 
       Lindyn Andreasen 
       P.O. Box 401 
       Prosser, WA 99350-0401 

FORMULARIO de SUBSCRIPCION 
PARA CARTA NOTICIERA 

 
 
LA DONACION SUGERIDA PARA SUBSCRIPCION ES $12.00 PARA 1998 
 
Nombre:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Calle/St.:  ______________________________________________  Apt.:  ________ 
 
Ciudad:  _______________________________  Estado:  _____  Codigo:  ________ 
 
 
     Envie a: Washington State East Area 
       Newsletter Subscription 
       Lindyn Andreasen 
       P.O. Box 401 
       Prosser, WA 99350-0401 
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Rad Miller 
1320 Terrace Court 
East Wenatchee, WA 98802 

Phone: 509.884.5180 
Fax: 509.886.0898 
Email: rmiller@televar.com 

Alcoholics Anonymous  

WASHINGTON STATE EAST AREA 92 
NEWSLETTER 

Area Position Name Address Phone Email 

Delegate Ginger Rhoades Bell 3473-B E. Jumpoff Joe Road 
Valley, WA 99181 

509-937-2110 mgbell@theofficenet.com 

Alt. Delegate Rusty Kidder 401 E. Magnesium 
# 6 
Spokane, WA 99208 

509-467-2164 rustyK47@aol.com 

Chair Michael Bell 3473-B E. Jumpoff Joe Road 
Valley, WA 99181 

509-937-2110 mgbell@theofficenet.com 

Alt. Chair Woody Epp POB 638 
Waitsburg, WA 99361 

509-337-6549 woody@wwics.com 

Treasurer Lindyn Andreasen 1215 Riverside Drive 
Prosser, WA 99350 

509-786-1475 an-
dreasl@destiny.esd105.wedn
et.edu 

Alt. Treasurer Don helgeson POB 173 
Waitsburg, WA 99361 

509-337-6186 helgesd@wwics.com 

Secretary Carol Wilbur RR #2 S5 C2 
Castlegar, BC V1N 3L4 

250-359-6652 cwilbur@netidea.com 

Archivist Rick Hines K-33 Columbia Village 
Pullman, WA 99163 

509-333-6441 hinesric@wsunix.wsu.edu 

Corrections Mike McMurtrie 4428 Sunnycreek Drive 
Spokane, WA 99224 

509-458-3929 mcmurtm@gntech.net 

C. P. C. Suzi Olsen HCR 62 Box 56 
Moyie Springs, ID 83845 

208-267-7650 solson@dmi.net 

G. V. & L. Phil Reed 1592 Old Naches Hwy. 
Naches, WA 98937 

509-965-2606 philyak@televar.com 

Hosp./Treat. Rob See 720 N. Flora 
Veradale, WA 99307 

509-891-9374 jorob@cet.com 

Newsletter Rad Miller 1320 Terrace Court 
East Wenatchee, WA 98802 

509-884-5180 rmiller@televar.com 

P. I. Russ Parton POB 730 
Wapato, WA 98951 

509-452-4117  

The Washington State East Area Newsletter is a monthly publi-
cation.  It is dependent upon the submissions of the groups, 
committees, and officers for its content.  This newsletter is dis-
tributed free of charge to elected and appointed officers of the 
Washington State East Area, DCM’s, GSR’s, past Delegates, GSO, 
Pacific Regional Trustee.   A yearly subscription is available for a 
donation of $12.00.  These payments are to be made payable to 
the Washington State East area Treasurer.  The Washington 

State East Area currently has twenty Districts that span a large 
geographic area in the inland empire.  WSEA 92 encompasses 
all of eastern Washington as well as parts of British Columbia, 
Idaho, Montana, and Oregon.  This vast expanse of territory al-
lows this newsletter to perform an important function of inform-
ing the individual alcoholic as to the activities, news, and events 
that take place in their Area. 
The Washington State East Area Newsletter Editor reserves the 
right to refuse the publication of any submission. 



Washington Area Assembly 
State East Area 92 
1320 Terrace Court 
East Wenatchee, WA 98802 

Non-Profit 
Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 
Wenatchee, WA 

98801 
Permit No. 263 


