
District 4 

 

Benton and 

Franklin Counties 

 

In the early days of the 

Washington Area, District 

4 was the southeastern 

portion of the Area.  This 

region formed one of the 

larger districts.  It extend-

ed from the Oregon bor-

der in the south to Othello 

in the north and from 

Richland in the west to 

the Idaho border on the 

east.  The district included 

Lewiston, Idaho. 

It is difficult to determine 

who first brought the 

message to the region.  

Strangely, it appears that 

the oldest group still 

meeting is the Pioneer 

Group at the Washington 

State Penitentiary, now a 

part of District 26. 

The size of District 4 has 

been reduced over the 

years with the formation 

of District 20 and 26.  

Othello chose to merge 

with District 5; when the 

Prosser Group got going, 

it became part of District 

4.  Today the district av-

erages about eighteen 

registered groups and 

many meetings, largely in 

the Tri-Cities area. 

 

Tri-Cities Area 

 

Little can be confirmed of 

the early days of A.A. in 

the Tri-Cities.  In talking 

with a number of the old-

timers, there are stories of 

meetings in the homes 

and at the Desert Inn, the 

only hotel in Richland, as 

early as 1943 and 1944.  

There is no doubt that the 

message was brought by 

some of the more than 

300,000 workers who 

came to build Richland 

and the Hanford Project 

during World War II.  

Many of these stayed to 

help operate the plant and 

the businesses that started 

as a result of the influx of 

people. 

There are some old-timers 

from Pasco who insist 

that the first meetings 

were held by railroaders 

at a back corner table in 

the old Past Time Cafe 

across from the Pasco 

railroad station. 

We do know that A.A. 

was alive and well during 

this period.  The first 

group in this area to regis-

ter with the Alcoholic 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Minutes 

 

The Washington State 

East Area 92 Assembly 

business session was con-

vened by Area Chairper-

son Michael B. with a 

moment of silence fol-

lowed by the Serenity 

Prayer. The Twelve tradi-

tions were read by Sara C 

and the Twelve Concepts 

were read by Gene K. 

Moved by District 9, se-

conded by District 20, 

that the proceedings be 

recorded for use by the 

Area Secretary and to be 

retained in Area 92 Ar-

chives. Carried 

 

(Continued on page 3) 

Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of men and women 
who share their experience, strength and hope with each 
other that they may solve their common problem and help 
others to recover from alcoholism.  The only requirement 
for membership is a desire to stop drinking.  There are no 
dues for fees for AA membership; we are self-supporting 
through our own contributions.  AA is no allied with any 
sect, denomination, politics , organization or institution; 
does not wish to engage in any controversy, neither en-
dorses nor opposes any causes.  Our primary purpose is to 
stay sober and help other alcoholics to achieve sobriety. 
 
 Reprinted with permission of A.A. World Services, Inc. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

This is a confidential document for AA members 
only.  It contains member’s last names, addresses 
and telephone numbers. 
 

PLEASE RESPECT OUR ANONYMITY 

 

The newsletter is distributed free to all Area 
Officers, DCMs, GSRs of registered groups, Past 
Delegates, Pacific Regional Trustee and GSO.  
However, the Newsletter is intended to be shared 
with all members of the fellowship.  Home groups 
or individuals may subscribe if they would like their 
own copy. 
 

WASHINGTON STATE EAST AREA 92 NEWSLETTER  
is published monthly by the Washington State East 
Area 92 Area Assembly of Alcoholics Anonymous to 
provide communication within the membership of 
AA.  Opinions expressed are not to be attributed to 
Alcoholics Anonymous as a whole, nor does  
publication of any article imply endorsement by 
Alcoholics Anonymous, or Washington State East 
Area, except when Conference-approved 
publications are quoted.  Articles from A.A. World 
Service, Inc.(AAWS) and the A.A. Grapevine, Inc. (as 
well as other publications) appearing herein are 
reprinted with permission. 

The Deadline for 

Submissions to the  

December issue of 

the Newsletter will 

be November 15.  
Lorne would like everyone to know 

that he passed his stress test and is 

now at home following instructions to 

the best of his ability.  He’s feeling 

good but is not going to push it.  He is 

going to pass on the next District 

meeting and allow others to serve in 

his stead.  Lorne adds that this has 

been an education in understanding 

his condition as well as becoming more 

aware of how his body handles stress. 

He would like to let everyone know 

how touched both he and Dorothy 

were by the show of support and con-

cern that the fellowship of AA has 

shown for their well being.   
I would like to apologize 

to those who did not re-

ceive the October issue 

of the NL, especially 

those with subscrip-

tions.  Your copy of the 

Oct. NL will come with 

this mailing. 

YIS Rad 



Moved by District 13, seconded 

by District 5, that the application 

to seat District 20 be approved. 

Carried. Welcome to District 20. 

 

Moved by District 1 , seconded by 

District 14, that the minutes from 

the 1997 Assembly be accepted. 

Carried. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Introduction of Past Delegates was  

made. Present were Area 92 – Ben B, 

and Area 72 – Burke D., Ernie M., 

Phyllis H ., Lonnie W., Fran P., Jan P. 

 

Thanks to Oregon Area for the loan of 

translation equipment for use by our 

Spanish speaking District 16. 

 

ELECTED OFFICER’S REPORTS 

 

DELEGATE: Ginger R-B – i) Confer-

ence reports were circulated at Pre – 

Assemblies. Please read them to see 

what happened at the Conference this 

year. ii) The report issued by GSO 

showed that 32.7% of our groups have 

made a contribution to the General Ser-

vice Office this year. This is slightly 

down from last year, however this ap-

pears to be the trend in all Areas in 

Canada and USA. Iii) Several of our 

groups were polled for the 1998 mem-

bership survey, approved at the Confer-

ence. We will see the results at a later 

date.  

iv) Past Trustee at Large, David A re-

cently passed away. v) Current Manag-

er of GSO, George D. is retiring. The 

search has been narrowed to two candi-

dates. The decision will be made in 

January. vi) A form has been distribut-

ed to get input into the theme for Con-

ference and Workshops. Ginger will 

submit suggestions to GSO. vii) Com-

munication will continue via the WSE 

Area Newsletter.  viii) Conference 

agenda items were mailed directly to 

GSR’s this past year, however due to 

the expense of this the mailings will be 

done to the DCM’s only next year and 

(Continued from page 1) 

they will then be responsible to ensure 

that all GSR’s receive the information. 

 

ALTERNATE DELEGATE: Rusty 

K. – i) New GSR’s were welcomed and 

reminded to have fun. ii)  He attended 

the Western Washington Area 72 as-

sembly to assist with their election. iii)  

He attended the pre assemblies and 

assisted with District inventories. iv)  

He is responsible for groups registra-

tion. Current information that GSO has 

was distributed to all districts. Please 

make changes and return to him. If you 

call directly to GSO please let him 

know so the information is not over-

written when new changes are submit-

ted. He has the Del-Area program set 

up so anyone interested can see how it 

works. 

 

ALTERNATE CHAIRPERSON: 

Woody E. – i) He attended assembly-

planning meetings and assisted Dis-

tricts in setting up quarterlies. A lot of 

work goes into an assembly and the 

committee has to be willing to be flexi-

ble. ii) Attended several campouts and 

spoke at Hilltoppers group in 

Kennewick.  iii)  He will go anywhere, 

anytime he is asked. He is getting to 

know more and more people as he trav-

els around. He hopes that the new 

GSR’s will find this assembly as spir-

itual as the last one. 

 

TREASURER: Lyn A. -  i) Financial 

report has been distributed to all Dis-

tricts and officers. In summary, Open-

ing balance - $7,211.39; contributions - 

$6,333.05; interest - $47.64; Expenses- 

$5,250.51; leaving a balance of 

$8,341.57. Using the formula approved 

for our working reserve, it is $7,467.74, 

which leaves $834. We are doing well. 

ii) He thanked groups for participation 

as contributions are up significantly 

from last year. This shows we are tak-

ing the responsibility to carry the mes-

sage to the still suffering alcoholic. iii) 

Contribution envelopes include a card 

to fill out with your group name and 

number. iv) Thank you to the Area Fi-

nance Committee – Don H, Stan T., 

Gene D., Jeff M., and Dale S.   

 

ALTERNATE TREASURER: Don 

H. – i) His role is to pay the bills for 

the area officers, quarterlies and assem-

bly. ii) He is excited about the energy 

of this new area. iii) He attended sever-

al campouts and Districts and has 

learned more of what is going on. He 

asks to be invited to Districts or groups 

to talk about finances or to assist in 

anyway. 

 

Moved by District 17, seconded by 

District 14, that the treasurer’s report 

be accepted.  Carried. 

 

SECRETARY: Carol W. – i) Updates 

to the Area Handbook, such as mo-

tions, new districts and any language 

changes will be available at the January 

quarterly. ii) updated Area 92 directory 

were distributed. To ensure that every-

one receives information in a timely 

manner, please give any updates to 

secretary. iii)  She remains involved at 

district and Intergroup service posi-

tions. iv) Attended many campouts and 

other AA functions. 

 

NEWSLETTER: Rad M. – i) News-

letters are available to pick up. He 

(Continued on page 4) 
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“Sought through prayer and meditation to 

improve our conscious contact with God as 

we understood Him, praying only or the 

knowledge of His will for us and the power to 

carry that out.” 

Reprinted from the Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions, page 96, with 
permission of A.A. World Services, Inc. 



asked DCM’s to give him information 

about what is happening in the districts 

so he can include it in the next newslet-

ter. He also requests that DCM’s give 

him current GSR’s names and address-

es to ensure that they receive the news-

letter. ii) Cost for the newsletter has 

been cut almost in half and the mailing 

costs are as low as possible. iii)  He 

encourages everyone to give input as 

the newsletter is a vehicle of communi-

cation to carry the message. 

 

CORRECTIONS: Mike Mc – i) Dele-

gates reports were made in two of the 

penitentiaries in our area. It was very 

much appreciated by those who attend-

ed. ii) Corrections quarterlies are com-

bined with Treatment quarterlies. The 

dates are offset months to the Area 

quarterlies – December, March and 

June. iii)  Walla Walla needs more 

help. iv) Airway Heights has a new 

group, which has been outfitted with 

the literature they require. v) Thanks to 

the districts which are taking meetings 

into the penitentiaries. vi) We always 

need more volunteers, especially wom-

en. vii)  There was a workshop in Dis-

trict 9 on September 12. Only eight 

people attended. They are requesting 

that each group take the responsibility 

to take one meeting a year into the pen-

itentiaries. viii)  Mike reminds every-

one that 85% of the inmates are there 

due to problems with alcohol, so the 

work being done is extremely im-

portant. ix) The new videos have been 

purchased and are available for all dis-

tricts. 

 

PUBLIC INFORMATION: Russ P. – 

i) PI quarterlies are held in conjunction 

with CPC. The last one was in Yakima. 

ii) He has learned a lot since taking the 

position – much of it from PRAASA. 

iii)  He is purchasing new public ser-

vice announcements. iv) Literature 

packages have been put together for 

those districts that are new or small. v)  

He has attended business meetings at 

District 6 and pre-assembly. vi) District 

4 has their own website and has asked 

(Continued from page 3) 

each group to purchase a Big Book and 

a 12 & 12 to place in all middle schools 

and every town library.  

 

COOPERATION WITH THE PRO-

FESSIONAL COMMUNITY: Suzi 

O. – i)  When she attends a workshop, 

she stresses that whatever works in 

your district is what you need to con-

centrate on.  ii) CPC had three quarter-

lies this year with PI. The next one will 

be in March in Spokane area. 

 

GRAPEVINE & LITERATURE: 

Phil R. – i) At the first of the year the 

literature was taken to many places, 

almost every other week. Things have 

slowed down in the last quarter. He is 

available to bring the literature to any 

function he is asked, however he will 

require help with the expenses. ii)  The 

new videos for Corrections and GSO & 

Grapevine are available. The new vol-

ume 3 of the Best of the Grapevine is 

also now available. There are also two 

new tapes. iii) He gave thanks to his 

assistant John. 

 

ARCHIVIST: Rick H. – i) He held a 

quarterly in District 5 – five attended 

with a total of over 200 years of sobrie-

ty. ii) He attended the Pacific North-

west Conference. The made copies of 

all of the speakers and donated them to 

Area 92 Archives. iii) There will be a 

motion presented to move the Archives 

to Pullman so that he will be able to put 

the necessary work into the Archives 

without a nine hour drive to get to 

them. 

 

TREATMENT: Rob S. – i) Treatment 

consists of taking meetings into the 

facilities and Bridge the Gap..ii) Dis-

trict 7 hosted last quarterly. The next 

one will be held in Spokane on Decem-

ber 5. iii) A topic that is always dis-

cussed is problems other than alcohol. 

Information is available. They are also 

looking for names for temporary con-

tacts for Bridge the Gap. iv) The Pink 

Can seems to be working well to raise 

money for literature. He has some 

available to any group or district that 

would like to use this process.  

 

DCM REPORTS 

 

Alternate Chairperson, Woody E. 

chaired DCM sharing session. All Dis-

tricts were represented. Written reports 

were handed in and complete audio 

transcript is on file with the Area Sec-

retary. 

 
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

ASSEMBLY 1998 HOST COMMIT-

TEE – ELLENSBERG – Elton A. – 

There are 315 registrations of which 

124 are GSR’s. Thanks to Districts 19, 

6 & 4 for their help. Financially the 

assembly has been fully self-

supporting.  

 

ASSEMBLY 1999 HOST COMMIT-

TEE – SPOKANE -  Nick F. – The 

committee is coming together. More 

information will be available at the 

January quarterly and registrations will 

be ready by the April and July quarter-

ly. 

 

ASSEMBLY 2000 HOST COMMIT-

TEE – WENATCHEE - Bill H. – 26 

people are present at this assembly to 

take note of what to do when we host in 

2000. Enthusiasm is building. We are 

(Continued on page 5) 
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attraction rather than promotion; we need 

always maintain personal anonymity at the 

level of press, radio and films.” 

Reprinted from the Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions, page 180, 
with permission of A.A. World Services, Inc. 



still looking for our location. 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE  - No re-

port was available. 

 

BIDS FOR ASSEMBLY 2001 

 

Bids were received from District 1 and 

District 4. District 1 was successful and 

will host the 2001 assembly. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

MOTION # 1 

Moved by Mike Mc, seconded by Dis-

trict 2 that:  The Area 92 appointed 

officers be given full “Right of Partici-

pation” as is defined in Concept IV, i

 n Area 92 quarterlies and assem-

blies. 

Motion fails. 

 

MOTION # 2 

Moved by District 1, seconded by Dis-

trict 4 that:  The following Standing 

Committee Chairperson’s: PI, CPC, 

Treatment and Archives credit lines are 

increased from $250. to $500. per year. 

Motion fails. Motion to reconsider by 

District 14, seconded by District 19,  

failed – therefore motion fails. 

 

MOTION # 3 

Moved by Hilltoppers Group, District 

4, seconded by District 3 that:  At all 

Area quarterlies, GSR’s in attendance 

be granted voting privileges as defined 

in Concept IV.  Motion fails. 

 

MOTION # 4  

Moved by District 2, seconded by Dis-

trict 1 that:  The following be added to 

Section 7 in the Area Policy Manual: 

Appointed officers to assume their po-

sition January 1.  Motion carried.  

 

MOTION # 5 

Moved by Ben B., Ginger R-B, and 

Rusty K, seconded by District 5 that   

The Area funds the Pacific Regional 

Trustee to attend the Area 92 election 

assembly in 1999.  Motion carried. 

 

(Continued from page 4) 

MOTION # 6 

Moved By Special K group, District 7, 

seconded by District 17, that:  The 

Washington State East Archives be 

moved to a suitable location in Pull-

man, Washington.  Motion carried. 

 

MOTION # 7 

Moved by Clarkston Round Table Dis-

trict 7, seconded by District 16 that: 

That Area 92 Quarterlies be held the 

2nd (second) full weekend of January, 

April and July each year, starting in the 

year 2000.  Motion fails 

 

MOTION # 8 

Moved by Clearwater Canyon group, 

District 7, seconded by District 17 that: 

It is moved that in order to provide 

Spanish speaking members of Area 92 

enlightenment and education of Area 

92 procedure, the Washington State 

East Area Handbook be translated into 

Spanish, published and offered for dis-

tribution to our Spanish speaking mem-

bers immediately and at the most rea-

sonable cost possible.  Motion carried. 

MOTION # 9 
Moved by Clearwater Canyon group, 

district 7, seconded by District 9 that: 

It is moved that the Washington State 

East Area 92 purchase and supply our 

Spanish members with a translation 

machine including a sending unit and 

10 sets of headphones – receivers for 

use at quarterlies and Area assemblies. 

Motion carried. 

 

MOTION # 10 

Moved by District 1, seconded by Dis-

trict 20 that:  To ensure timely changes 

of GSR’s addresses and meetings, Area 

92 report all changes to GSO by e-mail 

and a hard copy be mailed to GSO with 

a notation of e-mail time and date. 

Motion fails 

 

MOTION # 11 

Moved by the Mainstreeters and Tune 

Up Hour groups, District 5 that:  That 

the Area offer travel and accommoda-

tion assistance to the Pacific Region 

Trustee, not to exceed $750.00, to at-

tend the Area 92 Election Assembly in 

1999.  Motion withdrawn. 

 

MOTION # 12 

Moved by District 13, seconded by 

District 2 that:  Area 92 should pur-

chase meeting schedules from each of 

the twenty-(20) districts and have these 

schedules available at each of the quar-

terly and area assemblies for purchase. 

Motion fails 

 

MOTION # 13 

Moved by There is a Solution group, 

District 4, seconded by District 2 that: 

Communication from the Area Dele-

gate be made via the Washington State 

East Area newsletter. This will cut 

down communication expenses for our 

area delegate.  Motion fails. 

 

MOTION # 14 

Moved By Michelle S., District 4, se-

conded by District 19 that:  A cap of 

$750.00 be placed on transportation 

expenses for sending our Delegates to 

PRAASA.  Motion withdrawn. 

 

Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s 

Prayer at 4:50PM 
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Foundation in New York was the 

Pasco Group. The group was reg-

istered in 1948 by Ed W. and Bob 

L.  Gabe L. and Jack R. were also 

early members of this group.  For 

many years this was the only reg-

istered group in the Tri-Cities. 

Richland, from 1943 to 1955, was 

basically a government housing 

project; everyone who lived there either 

worked in Richland or on the Hanford 

Project.  A lot of the early work around 

the reactors was classified and those 

working had to have security clearanc-

es.  This was to create problems with 

anonymity. 

Alcoholics were considered security 

risks, whether they were practicing or 

not, so members guarded their anonym-

ity very carefully.  For that reason, the 

group remained quite small and did not 

register with the Alcoholic Foundation 

for fear of an accidental breach of ano-

nymity.  For a long time the active 

members of the group were Howard J., 

Bob J., Paul, and Hank.  Howard J. was 

one of the most active members in the 

Tri-Cities for a number of years.  In 

June of 1944 he had been one of the 

original founders of the Pioneer Group 

at the Washington State Penitentiary at 

Walla Walla and for years acted as the 

institutional representative.  He later 

became active in the Area structure and 

became the third Washington Area Del-

egate, serving during 1954 and 1955. 

Both groups remained quite small for a 

number of years. There were a number 

of members who came, stayed for a 

short time, and went back out—just as 

it is today. The members tried every-

thing they could to lend a hand to the 

suffering alcoholic who made the call 

for help. An old-timer describes those 

days: 

 

There was no detox available, only the 

drunk tank.  There were very few 

friendly doctors who would do much to 

try and help a drunk.  You needed their 

help to get a drunk into the hospital 

because the hospital didn’t want them 

either.  If you could get the person into 

the hospital, they would put them in the 

“psycho” ward which had only two 

beds.  If they were full, that was tough.  

You then tried to sober them up wher-

ever you could.  If they had a place to 

live you took them there.  You fed 

them coffee, honey, fruit juice or any-

thing that they could hold down.  If 

they didn’t have a place to stay, you 

took them to one of the member’s 

homes.  Members took turns working 

with them until they got on their feet.  

You cleaned them up as best you could 

and tried to get them some better 

clothes if the ones they were wearing 

were shot.  You tried to get them to eat 

decent food, and if they went into 

D.T.’s you’d give them a little booze to 

ease them back down.  If you had any 

tranquilizers, you tried that too.  They 

were practicing medicine without a 

license. 

If the person was married, the members 

and their families pitched in with food, 

prepared meals, cleaned the house, ba-

by sat the kids and did whatever it took 

to get the family on its feet.  Sometimes 

the family got tough with the husband 

and had him thrown in jail until he 

promised to straighten up.  There were 

not all the social help programs availa-

ble that there are today. 

There was a lot of visiting between 

groups.  Richland and Pasco were con-

stantly going back and forth, but there 

were frequent trips to Walla Walla, 

Yakima, and Lewiston.  Visiting and 

working with the inmates at the State 

Penitentiary was an important part of 

group activities. 

 

In July 1951, when Brook B. and Bob 

J. took Mel H. to his first meeting, the 

Pasco Group had eight active members.  

They included Charlotte B., Brook B., 

Scotty G., Bob H., Gabe L., Bob L., Ed 

W., and Alvira W. 

The group fluctuated from eight to 

twelve very active members.  

Some of these were E. P. B., Bill 

C., Hank C., Earl D., Jim D., 

Curley E., Earl F., Roy H., John-

nie, Bob J., Jack R., Norm S., and 

Frank W. 

The meetings did some moving 

around also.  They began at the Navy 

Homes Administration Building, and 

moved to the old Navy Base Admin-

istration Building, occasionally meet-

ing at Mel H.’s house in Burbank.  For 

about ten years the A.A. telephone was 

at Mel’s house.  When a twelfth-step 

call came in, Mel’s wife would contact 

some of the members and Mel, when 

he could, took a lot of the calls himself.  

Curley E. was a favorite companion on 

these calls and they spent many a night 

bringing the message to suffering alco-

holics. 

Members socialized with others in the 

Fellowship.  It was wise to keep some 

extra items of food that could easily be 

fixed because the members never knew 

when they would be visited, or by how 

many.  These visits generally included 

the whole family.  It seemed that no 

one wanted to go home—often these 

meetings lasted into the wee small 

hours of the morning. 

There was only one formal meeting of 

the Pasco Group each week; this was 

held on Tuesdays and lasted anywhere 

from sixty to ninety minutes.  It was 

usually a discussion meeting on the 

Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions.  

The chairman would call on a person, 

give him a limited time to speak, and if 

the person ran over, shut him off!  It 

was not considered out of line for an-

other member to offer a comment or 

disagree with a speaker. 

In the early days the members didn’t 

discuss with their families the contents 

of their meetings.  After it was apparent 

the program was doing some good they 

didn’t care who they discussed it with. 

There was no such thing as public in-

formation as we know it now.  The 

members of both groups tried to inform 

the public as best they could.  For liter-
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ature, only the Big Book and what little 

that the Alcoholic Foundation had 

available was used.  To inform the pub-

lic on what A.A. offered, information 

meetings were organized much as we 

do today.  Before long the members 

were receiving invitations to speak at 

the schools and many of the service 

clubs. 

In 1953 the groups had a television 

program on the first local TV station in 

the Tri-Cities.  It was located in Rich-

land but went out of business in a few 

months.  The members sat with their 

backs to the camera and answered 

questions called in by the listeners.  It 

was very popular while it lasted. 

The Richland and Pasco groups were 

not experiencing much growth.  In De-

cember 1955 the groups merged and 

started meeting in an old building they 

rented at the Richland ‘Y’.  They chose 

the building because it was between 

towns and was cheap.  The building 

was dirty and run-down and required a 

lot of elbow grease, but soon it was in 

shape.  There was room to sit and talk 

as well as play pinochle and poker. 

With the move came such rapid growth 

that they had to find still larger quar-

ters.  In the fall of 1957 they moved to 

an old church in Kennewick which was 

later to become the Apple Seed Gal-

lery.  As cold weather set in the church 

proved too expensive to heat—in fact 

they almost froze to death. 

Their Higher Power must have been 

watching and waiting for them, because 

the ideal place was found in the base-

ment of the old Commercial Inn in 

downtown Kennewick.  The place had 

been a club room, had a bar and facili-

ties to fix food, and had enough room 

to allow growth in the group.  There 

were two meetings a week now, one 

closed and one open.  Al-Anon started 

meeting there too, after having met in 

members’ homes since about 1953. 

The rapid growth in the group became 

a problem that had to be faced.  A com-

mittee was chosen to find a building 

that the members could buy and start an 

Alano Club.  Not too far from the Com-

(Continued from page 6) 

mercial Inn was an old church building 

at 102 E. Kennewick Avenue.  The 

building was in tough shape, but in 

1963 it looked beautiful, and more im-

portant, affordable. 

By 1963 most of the members had 

moved to the Alano Club.  There were 

a few, however, who decided to contin-

ue meeting in the basement of the 

Commercial Inn and so formed a new 

group.  The members who moved to 

the Alano Club decided to split into 

three groups.  They were the Pasco, 

Kennewick, and Richland Groups. 

Each had a plaque mounted on the wall 

of the Alano Club. Two of the plaques 

were made by Bob J. 

It was tough keeping the club going.  

When things got tight, a special meet-

ing was called and members were 

asked to chip in a little extra.  Virgil N., 

during the first year or so of his sobrie-

ty, practically lived at the club and be-

came an expert at spotting members 

who might have an extra five or ten 

dollars to help pay the bills.  He be-

came the club treasurer and served 

faithfully for many years. 

The club did not remain open all the 

time.  Members who were paid up in 

their dues could use their keys to come 

in anytime; otherwise, just before meet-

ing time, a member would come down 

to fix coffee and unlock the doors.  The 

doors would again be locked after the 

meeting unless something special was 

going on such as a dance or bingo. 

In 1972 the first Washington Area As-

sembly to be held in the Tri-Cities con-

vened at the Red Lion Inn in Pasco.  It 

was followed by the 1974 Assembly at 

the Rivershore Inn in Richland.  Ten 

years later, the 1984 Assembly was 

again held at the Pasco Red Lion Inn.  

Two Pacific Northwest Conferences 

have been held in the Tri-Cities area: 

the first in 1954 and the second in 

1978.  In March 1972 the Holiday Inn 

in Pasco was the site of the first Pacific 

Region A.A. Service Assembly. 

(P.R.A.A.S.A.) held in the Washington 

Area. In the spring of 1980 Shorty H. 

chaired the first Inland Empire Round-

up, an event which has proven success-

ful to this day. 

 

Pasco 

 

In 1957 the first women’s meeting was 

started in the back of Berman’s Jewelry 

store. 

 

Pasco No Smoking 

 

The first meeting of the Pasco No 

Smoking Group was held in December 

1984.  The charter members were Hal 

and Elsie A., Bonnie W., and Rhodes 

and Hatti M.  The group has grown in 

attendance to about a dozen people.  

The only reason, really, for the name is 

that the church council asked the mem-

bers not to smoke in the building.  Gil 

is the current G.S.R. and Bonnie W. is 

the secretary. 

 

Pasco Wednesday Night Group 

 

The Pasco Wednesday Night Group of 

A.A. currently meets at Our Lady of 

Lourdes Hospital, 5th Floor.  The 

group was started in the spring of 1974 

by Lyle S., Bud S., and Marvin L.  

These three were later joined by John 

W.  After a short wait, the group regis-

tered with G.S.O.  Since both Lyle and 

John already held Washington Area 

service positions, Bud was unanimous-

ly voted the G.S.R.  Fran R. had joined 

the group by then and was the secretary

-treasurer. 

The group first met in the basement of 

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church Rectory 

in Pasco.  It was a general discussion 

meeting lasting ninety minutes, (or 

(Continued on page 8) 
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longer, according to the whims of the 

chairman) but gradually became a one-

hour meeting.  The group moved to the 

Episcopal Hall, the K.C. Hall, and the 

Lutheran Church on Road 40 (they 

were driven away from there because 

of their smoking).  The next move was 

to the Grange Hall and from there to 

their present home at the hospital.  

They laughingly nicknamed themselves 

the Nomad Group. 

The group strictly adheres to the 

Twelve Traditions and has a solid core 

of members with long-term sobriety.  

They are very active in the Tri-Cities 

area and for the past three years have 

sponsored the Old-Timers Meeting in 

February, two dances every year, and 

several workshops over the years. 

The group has about a dozen home 

group members, but the Wednesday 

night meeting room is almost always 

filled to capacity.  A business meeting 

is held regularly on the first Wednes-

day of each month.  A.A. birthdays are 

celebrated on the last Wednesday with 

a birthday cake. 

 

Kennewick 

 

Women’s Meeting 

 

The Women’s Meeting first met on a 

Monday in January 1983 in the base-

ment of the Alano Club in Kennewick 

and continues to meet there.  Colleen T. 

and Fran S. started the meeting and still 

participate.  Attendance averages about 

twelve to fifteen at this closed meeting.  

One of the major concerns of the mem-

bers is its status as a “special interest” 

meeting; therefore, the group has de-

cided not to register as a structured 

group. 

The goal of the group is to provide a 

meeting where women can meet and 

share on a frank, honest, and totally 

open basis the problems they have en-

countered as women alcoholics. 

 

Sunday Morning Group 

 

For many years, off and on, members 

(Continued from page 7) 

gathered in the Kennewick Alano Club 

for a Sunday morning meeting.  There 

was no structure, and it was very diffi-

cult to find anyone who would take 

responsibility for the meeting.  Finally 

on November 1, 1983, Frank H., along 

with four other members, held their 

first meeting as a group.  They have 

been meeting regularly since.  The cur-

rent membership is six, but a number of 

others attend on a fairly regular basis.  

The discussions center on the spiritual 

aspects of A.A. as an alternative to or-

ganized religion. 

 

Grass Roots Group 

 

The Grass Roots Group of Kennewick 

is a closed meeting held in the Method-

ist Church on Wednesday evenings.  In 

February 1981 three persons frequent-

ing the Alano Club, who were having 

trouble with their sobriety, said the 

reason they didn’t attend the club meet-

ing was that it was too big.  They want-

ed to start a small group of their own 

and asked Shorty H. to help them.  A 

place was found, and notice of its first 

meeting was announced around.  Only 

one of the original three showed up, 

and he never came again.  Another one 

of the three came back to the group 

four years later. 

Today it is a very solid group with 

twenty-two calling it their home group, 

with attendance ranging from eighteen 

to thirty-five.  If sixteen are present 

they count off one-two, and the two’s 

go to the next room.  If there are more 

than twenty-five, they count off one-

two-three and split to three rooms.  

Active, regular members range in age 

from sixteen to seventy-seven.  Basic 

A.A. as prescribed in Chapter Five of 

the Big Book is strictly adhered to.  A 

sponsor is insisted on. It works! 

 

Friday Night Group 

 

During the years the Alano Club in 

Kennewick has been in existence, it has 

been customary for the Fellowship to 

gather there on the last Friday of each 

month for a potluck and attend a spe-

cial meeting for the members who have 

had a birthday during the month. 

Persons new to the Fellowship during 

their first visits are encouraged to put 

their name and their A.A. birthday on a 

white 3 x 5 card and put it in a slot on 

the “Badger Club” board under the 

appropriate month.  The “Badger Club” 

is a way of keeping track of those who 

have birthdays and to make sure that 

they “keep coming back.”  As time 

passes, the card turns increasingly 

brown from the nicotine in the air.  It 

has become possible to tell how long a 

person has been in the program simply 

by the shade of the card. 

Friday has always been one of the 

toughest nights of the week to get 

through for the alcoholic so it has al-

ways been important to have meetings 

available.  For that reason Friday Night 

has always been a popular meeting.  

During the WPPSS construction days, 

attendance of seventy-five to one-

hundred was not uncommon and birth-

day nights attracted overflow crowds.  

For a number of years it was basically 

an unstructured meeting. 

In the fall of 1978 Ben B. asked Ron P. 

if he would help him form a group and 

take responsibility for the Friday night 

meeting.  Ron was new to the Program 

and accepted the challenge.  With Ben 

B. as G.S.R. and Ron P. as alternate 

secretary-treasurer and chief coffee-

maker, the group registered with 

G.S.O.  For years this was it until Lea 

G. showed up to take care of the birth-

day cakes.  Later the group got a secre-

tary in the form of “little” Dorothy (the 

club had a lot of Dorothys) and the 

(Continued on page 9) 
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group again grew. 

The basic theme of the group is to en-

joy sobriety. They have sponsored pie 

socials, box socials, sock hops, and 

speaker nights.  Birthday night at the 

club is the main event Many members 

celebrated their first birthday at the 

Alano Club and have found it im-

portant to return, even from out of 

state.  These members have joined oth-

er groups, but an A.A. birthday isn’t a 

birthday unless it is shared where it all 

started.  This is where everyone seems 

to come to do the sharing. 

 
Tuesday Night Big Book Study Group 

 

Late in 1983, one of the Tri-Cities’ 

local members made a promise to God.  

The deal was this: since there were no 

Big Book study groups in Kennewick, 

Annie H. pledged to start one when she 

reached five years of sobriety in 1984. 

Having belonged to study groups in the 

past and having been involved in the 

starting of a group in Castle Rock in 

1979,  Annie began to ask around to 

see how other members felt about start-

ing a group.  After some discussion 

several members decided that a Big 

Book study would be helpful to their 

sobriety. 

The search began for a meeting place in 

January 1984.  After checking on sev-

eral meeting places in town, they decid-

ed to meet in the basement of the Tri-

Cities Alano Club.  The first meeting 

was held in April 1984 and consisted 

mostly of setting up a meeting format, 

etc.  The group decided to meet each 

Tuesday for one hour to read a chapter 

and discuss it.  There were seven origi-

nal members, including Glen R., 

G.S.R.; Mary E., alternate G.S.R.; An-

nie H., secretary; John S., Central Of-

fice Representative, and Nena A.  Hop-

ing to follow the simplicity of A.A., 

they voted to name the group the Tues-

day Night Big Book Study Group.  Of 

the original members, four still regular-

ly attend and attendance is ten to 

twelve members. 

In time the group voted to extend the 

meeting to an hour and a half.  A pat-

(Continued from page 8) 

tern was set to read for a half hour and 

have discussion conclude the last hour.  

They started reading the stories, which 

newer members really enjoyed, but 

have since found the group conscience 

is to read from the preface to the end of 

“Dr. Bob’s Nightmare.” They vary this 

pattern by reading one or two stories 

and then returning back to the begin-

ning of the book. The information in 

the forward, preface, and The Doctors 

Opinion is so valuable they always 

include these portions in their study. 

 

Richland - Prosser - Burbank 

 

Richland Fellowship Group 

 

The Richland Fellowship Group held 

its first meetings at the Community 

Center in 1974.  Years before, other 

alcoholics who lived in Richland held 

some of their meetings in the same 

building.  Original members of the 

Richland Fellowship Group were Doro-

thy B., Don B., John C., Galen H., Jane 

J., Virgil N., and Lee R. Of these origi-

nal members John, Dorothy, and Jane 

continue to participate actively with the 

group. 

In 1975 the group moved to the old 

Sacajawea School.  Members met in 

room 130 until 1982, then in room 134, 

which enabled them to install an out-

side entrance. 

The group has continued to register as 

one group, but there is at least one 

meeting every night and several day 

meetings.  The format includes Step 

study, Big Book study, and open meet-

ings on Saturday and Sunday with open 

discussions.  Coffeemaker and chair-

man rotate on a somewhat irregular 

basis.  Business meetings are held on a 

Tuesday. 

The group’s focus is on basic A.A.  

The regular membership is about fifty, 

but the meetings attract a lot of visitors 

from Pasco and Kennewick as well as 

those who come to Richland on busi-

ness. 

 

Prosser Group 

 

Claire E. started the Prosser Group in 

the fall of 1962. The first meeting was 

in the P.U.D. building on Tuesday 

night.  No others showed up except a 

salesman from Denver, who came once 

in a while, and a few people from other 

towns.  Claire continued making coffee 

and throwing it out for nearly a year. 

In the spring of 1963 the meeting 

moved to the old library on Sheridan 

Street.  There the first men came to 

stay, Leonard being one.  Then a wom-

an, Harriett W., came and stayed. Now 

there were four.  Don C. was also an 

early member, coming to meetings 

when he was home on leave from the 

Navy. 

The Prosser Group still thrives and 

continues to meet on Tuesday nights.  

A closed study meeting was started in 

the 1970’s; thus, the Tuesday and 

Thursday meetings make up the Prosser 

Group.  The meeting place moved to 

the new library when it was built in the 

early 1970’s. 

Claire worried about the first room 

being big enough to hold the four mem-

bers.  In December, sixty people gath-

ered in that room for the first Prosser 

potluck.  Later, in the new library, the 

potlucks were held in the basement.  

The potluck outgrew that facility and is 

now held at Smith Hall in the Catholic 

(Continued on page 10) 
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church.  This event is attended by well 

over 250 and is always held on the first 

Sunday of December, as the first one 

was. 

The group has twice hosted D.C.M. 

quarterly meetings and participated in 

district activities.  Several members 

have been involved in Area service. 

Other than losing the money out of the 

treasury several times over the years, 

the group has been relatively problem-

free.  It has had a good sense of bal-

ance, for the most part, and problems 

are solved before they become issues.  

There are about twenty people that call 

the Prosser Group their home group.  

There is now a Sunday night Prosser 

Young Peoples Group, which meets at 

7:30 p.m. in the Prosser Library and a 

Monday Morning Group.  So with the 

original group, there are now four 

meetings a week available. 

The framed Serenity Prayer has been 

with the group since the first year.  An 

A.A. fellow at the Washington State 

Penitentiary made the frame out of an 

apple box and gave it to Claire on one 

of his visits.  Claire says “Punchy” 

could have gotten shot bringing it out.  

Seems as though Punchy saw Claire 

arrive and came running towards him.  

He couldn’t wait for him to come in-

side.  We have several wooden plaques 

with A.A. slogans made for the group 

by Shorty H. from Kennewick.  He also 

gave us a copy of the original manu-

script of the Big Book. 

The group has a good cross section of 

people attending meetings, such as the 

young, the court ordered, those from 

treatment facilities, etc. If you are ever 

in the neighborhood, plan on attending 

a meeting here. They are great. 

 

Burbank Tuesday Night Group 

 

One of the smaller, but very popular 

meetings, is the Burbank Tuesday 

Night Group founded by Buck S. and 

Gary Mc. 

The members of this group currently 

meet in Burbank High School and are 

very service oriented. The group is al-

ways looking for ways in which to in-

terest others in service. 

 

There is lots going on up here now. 

Everybody is a buzz about the Assem-

bly in Ellensburg. 

 

 We have started to arrange things for 

the area Quarterly next July. It will 

be held in the Warfield Community 

Hall in Warfield which is between 

Rossland and Trail B.C. WE NEED 

SOME HELP . If you can spare some 

time please contact Bruce E at 250-368

-5493. 

 

Castelgar is celebrating its 40th birth-

day next November 21st at the Robson 

Hall near Castelgar. They are having a 

pot luck dinner at 5:30 pm with a 

speaker meeting at 8:00pm and a dance 

at 9:00 . Lots of fun to be had. 

Alanon and alateen are welcome as 

well . For more info call Anna at 

250-365-4232 or Lorne at 250-365-

2267. Dorothy A from Castelgar will 

be the guest speaker. 

 

The Sunday Night Fresh Air Group 

from Castelgar is celebrating a big 

birthday on Sunday Nov 15th. Dorothy 

A . from Castelgar will be 24 . Well 

done Dorothy. You are an inspiration to 

us all. Dorothy's group meets on 

Sunday night at 8:00 pm in the Casta-

lano Club behind the Arena in 

Castelgar. 

 

And now over to Nelson    

The Nelson Heritage Breakfast group 

which meets at 10:00 am on Sunday 

mornings in the Community Services 

Building is celebrating some big days 

there as well.  Liz K. is  9.  Helen K. is 

a big 27.  Darlene A. is 3.  Well done 

gang.  Ain't life great, keep coming 

back. 

 

I know there is more I am supposed to 

be telling you but I cant remember 

what it is . 
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While the Trustees hold final 

responsibility for A.A.’s world service 

administration, they should always have 

the assistance of the best possible 

standing committees, corporate service 

directors, executives, staffs, and 

consultants.  Therefore the composition 

of these underlying committees and 

service boards, the personal 

qualifications of their members, the 

manner of their induction into service, the 

systems of their rotation, the way in which 

they are related to each other, the special 

rights and duties of our executives, staffs, 

and consultants together with a proper  

basis for the financial compensation of 

these special workers, will always be 

matters for serious care and concern. 

Reprinted from The Twelve Concepts for World Service, page 48, 
with permission of A.A. World Services, Inc. 

District 1 Southeast B.C., 

Trail, Castlegar, Nelson 

 



GREETINGS FROM DISTRICT 2! 
 
Ellensburg Assembly: 
As I write this tonight (October 15), 
lots of members are packing and pre-
paring to head to Ellensburg for the 
Area 92 Assembly this weekend.  Eve-
ryone is excited about it!  District 2 
was pleased to assist with costs of reg-
istration and/or lodging for four groups 
who would not otherwise have been 
able to send their GSRs. 
AA Birthdays: 
Four District 2 GSRs celebrated AA 
birthdays during August.  Congratula-
tions to Dan B. (12 years), Elayne (7 
years), Mark (1 year) and Robert S. 
(30+ days)! 
New GSR Education. 
We've adopted a new policy in District 
2.  Rather than making new GSRs wait 
several months before receiving their 
GSR packets from GSO, we are pur-
chasing the necessary pamphlets and 
manuals for them right away.  Then, 
whenever the GSRs receive their pack-
ets from GSO, the material is 
"recycled" for future GSRs.  This idea 
was proposed and agreed upon at our 
August District 2 meeting and seems to 
be working very well.  Some of the 
necessary literature will be purchased 
from Area 92 at the Ellensburg Assem-
bly.  Thanks to Gloria for helping with 
this project. 
A PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM JANIE 
(DCM):  "Thanks to all our GSRs for 
being so consistent and faithful about 
coming to District 2 meetings.  Our 
attendance per meeting is averaging 
17 people (including GSRs and visitors).  
I also want to thank Dan L-F (Alternate 
DCM) who has helped me and the Dis-
trict a great deal this year.  And a spe-
cial thanks to Ann and Judy for serving 
as Secretary and Treasurer, and to Jeff 
and Bud for the extra things they do." 

November District 2 Meeting: 
Our November District 2 meeting is 
scheduled for Thursday, November 19, 
at First Things First, 518 West Third, 
Spokane. 
 
Grateful to be sober,  Ann P. (District 2 

Hello to everyone from Yakima, Selah, 

Moxee, Nile Valley and Moxee: 

 

Fall is here; and that means the Area 

Assembly.  I just got back and was it 

ever GREAT seeing you all there.  I 

somehow forgot the special love we 

find in Area service.  The relationships 

we make as we serve our wonderful 

fellowship, are definitely heartfelt.  

Going to this assembly, and becoming 

a part of your lives again, has rekindled 

the flame that must burn in us all if we 

wish to live.  Thank you, once again, 

for that desire you give me, to serve so 

I might live.  I also would like to thank 

the Host Committee for all that you did 

to make this assembly special and 

meaningful.  I know the work you all 

put into this, and it showed.  We love 

you all.  I would also like to congratu-

late our newest district, District 20, 

which is right here in Yakima.  It was 

fantastic seeing you all at the assembly. 

I know the growing pains that you have 

all gone through.  When I saw you at 

the assembly, and saw the look in your 

eyes, I knew that all of it was worth it. 

 

District 6 is well represented on our 

Area Committee.  Dale S. is our DCM 

and his sense of humor helps us not 

take it all too seriously.  Dale gave a 

very good report of what has been go-

ing on in district 6.  Russ P. is the area 

Committee Chairperson for Coopera-

tion with the Professional Community. 

Russ reminds us all that there is so 

much to do if we’re willing to give of 

our time.  And Phil R. is the area Liter-

ature Chairperson.  So if any of you 

need literature, Phil is right here to help 

you. 

 

My favorite part of the assembly is 

listening to the GSR’s share their expe-

rience, strength and hope.  Many of our 

GSR’s got up to the microphone to 

(Continued on page 12) 

Page 11 

District Reports 

District 2 
Spokane County, South Spokane, 
Medical Lake, Cheney South 

Hi from Five, 
We certainly had a good time at the 
Assembly in Ellensburg this 
year.  Our District, DISTRICT 
FIVE, had 26 people attending and 
12 of them were GSR's.  That's not 
to bad since we only have 14 active 
groups.  Since we have been back, 
we have had many conversations 
about how effective the usual pro-
cess of bringing motions to the 
floor works.  How the process of 
bringing motions to Quarterlies 
and then to Pre-Assemblies gives 
home groups an opportunity to re-
view and reflect on what AA as a 
whole will be doing.  What we have 
discussed around here is the mo-
tions that were passed regarding 
money to be spent, even if it was for 
a worthwhile expenditure, with out 
going back to the real bosses, THE 
AA GROUPS.  The process of going 
back to the groups gives us 
a chance to let the spiritual connec-
tion filter into the decisions. 
 
Being of service , Bill 

District 5 Wenatchee, Moni-

tor, Cashmere, Peshastin, Leavenworth, Plain, 
Waterville 

District 6 Yakima, Selah, 

Union Gap, Moxee, Nile Valley 

 



share. And I can recall each and every-

one of you (now that’s making some 

progress), and you all did so well. 

When I watched you and listened to 

your message it made me remember all 

those special feelings that come, only 

as we face that microphone. As I sat 

there listening to you, I witnessed first 

hand, that wonderful thing that happens 

to us all as we share our experience, 

strength and hope with each other. That 

is the miracle we call, sobriety. I want 

to personally thank each GSR, and eve-

ry other person who attended and 

shared at the microphone for the gifts 

you gave to our fellowship here in Area 

92. I will carry some of those gifts for-

ward, as I treasure this 3rd area assem-

bly. I am grateful for having the oppor-

tunity to have shared it with you. 

 

This month has brought much sadness 

to us here in Yakima, as we lost two of 

our members to tragic deaths. Both of 

these deaths were to young members in 

their thirties. A lady friend was lost to 

an overdose of drugs, and a male friend 

to a bullet in the head. We are grief 

stricken here, but as we stick together, 

somehow we are able to get through the 

pain. All of our love, support and pray-

ers go out to those family members and 

loved ones, who have lost someone so 

special. Both of these members were 

very active in AA, and were loved by 

many because they loved so many of 

us. They touched us in ways that only 

one alcoholic can touch another. We 

will miss them, but I know that we will 

not forget them; nor will we forgot all 

that they gave to us while they traveled 

this road with us. As much as I think I 

do for the suffering alcoholic, I know, 

in times like these, that I can never do 

enough. And these deaths are a clear 

reminder to me that I will never ever be 

able to do enough to repay you for that 

most precious gift you have given, my 

sobriety. 

 

Next month is Gratitude month. Most 

of us will be celebrating the wonderful 

miracle of our sobriety. As we cele-

brate together, throughout this whole 

area, my hope is that we take a moment 

of our time to remember those who are 

(Continued from page 11) 

Hi there all you trudgers out there.  

Well where do I begin.  It’s been a full 

month for us up here in district 15.  Fall 

has shown its face with all the changing 

colors.  The Tamaracks are beginning 

to change color and it seems it is time 

to wind down like nature and the ani-

mals.  If your stuck in one of the cities I 

sure hope you come to visit us and take 

in the sighs of the numerous deer, bear, 

and even cougar.  Last night while re-

turning from some fun and fellowship I 

was privileged to have a cougar jump 

from the hillside to the highway and 

lead us down the road. Amazing sight 

and to think I would have missed it if 

not for this road to recovery. 

Some notable quotables I picked up 

this month are as follows: 

“We either surrender to this disease or 

surrender to recovery, either way we do 

learn surrender.” 

“When we come to the program we 

have got more eyes than a potatoes.” 

“Whiskey glass, and woman’s _ss, 

made a monkey’s _ss out of me.” 

“Whatever your given, it’s given to do 

you higher powers will.  You may have 

been given health, material things, or 

even prosperity, but whatever your 

given it’s given with the understanding 

that it  will lead you to be of “greater 

use to God and Man.” 

 

Well now for the local news: 

The Northport group is doing well.  It 

looks like it is beginning to have a 

comeback.  James celebrated 13 years 

and their group has gone form almost 

folding to now 5 regular attendees.  

Great job for the preservers. 

The Rebels with the Friday night Col-

ville group are hanging in there and 

have one birthday to celebrate the last 

Friday of the month.  This is a good 

group to got to on Friday night as they 

seem to have a constant supply of visi-

tors form out o the area.  Thursday 

Night Kettle Falls group is the one with 

the most news this month.  First off on 

(Continued on page 13) 
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not as fortunate as us. Come and join 

us here, as some of us will go out and 

join you as we celebrate together. Our 

Banquet is November 14th at the Dou-

ble Tree Inn on N. 1st Street. We will 

also be having a Halloween dance at 

the Fruitvale Grange. Come and join 

us. There are many prizes for cos-

tumes, so make sure you wear one. 

That’s October 3 1st. And we will be 

celebrating our 10th Roundup this 

year. It’s going to be special. Mark it 

on your calendars. That’s January 16th 

through 18th. Your fliers may have a 

different date. Make sure you get the 

right date. There is also a Thanksgiv-

ing dinner hosted by members of our 

fellowship at Central Lutheran Church 

on 16th and Yakima Ave. Please. 

Don’t be alone on Thanksgiving. 

Come and join us in fellowship 

. 

Here are some very special people who 

have celebrated birthdays in October. 

God bless you all; and thank you for 

the wonderful gift you’ve shared with 

us: Peggie M.18; Ed M. 18; Rose 10; 

Angel G. 9; B’day Book Bill 9; Dick 

W. 9; Ken R. 2; These are the only 

ones I’m aware of; if I’ve left you out, 

please forgive me, and let me know. 

I’ll get it in next month. 

 

Thank you for my sobriety; and thank 

you for letting me serve you. 

 

To live is to serve 

Dick  W. 
 

 

 

District 15 North Eastern 

WA, Stevens County, Kettle Falls, Coville, 
Chewelah 



top of their regular meeting every 

Thursday, they have decided to sponsor 

a new Wednesday night group at the 

Senior Citizen Hall in Kettle Falls.  

This new meeting starts at 8 p.m.  They 

will sponsor it until its on its feet and 

then the Wednesday night will hold its 

own.. But that’s not all for the Candle-

light group  The end of October Barba-

ra celebrated 15 years here.  The 

Speaker for their once a month speak-

ers meeting the first Saturday o No-

vember will be Dorothy and Lorne A. 

from Castlegar. 

The fourth Thursday of November 

along with their regular meeting they 

will sponsor a Thanksgiving Feed.  It 

will take place at the Senior Citizen 

Hall in Kettle Falls and the Candlelight 

group will provide the Turkey and 

Ham.  The doings begins at 2 p.m. and 

goes until 10 p.m.  So bring your favor-

ite dish and some food also.  Come join 

a real active group and fun and fellow-

ship for the day. 

The Valley New Frontier group is go-

ing well.  At their speakers meeting last 

month they had a great potluck with 29 

people attending.  Remember them the 

last Sat. of the month.  Don 

t forge t the two earl meetings in the 

area.  They meet at 5:30 on Tuesdays 

and Thursday in Colville at the Recy-

cling Center. 

The Monday night Women In Recov-

ery group is doing well with more and 

more women coming every week. 

Oh yeah before I forget there is a new 

once a month group happening in Col-

ville.  They meet the third Saturday of 

the month with a potluck and Podium 

Speakers meeting.  Call Shirley at 509-

684-4089 for further details. 

Well kids that’s about all the news.  

The following is a thought provoking 

article I was given, it’s meant a lot of 

reflection for me and hope it does the 

same for you. 

 

Risk 

 

To laugh is to risk appearing the fool. 

To weep is to risk appearing senti-

mental. 

To reach out for another is to risk in-

volvement. 

(Continued from page 12) 
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To Express feeling is to risk exposing 

your true self. 

To place your ideas, your dreams be-

fore the crowd is to risk their loss. 

To love is to risk not being loved in 

return. 

To live is to risk dying. 

To hope is to risk despair. 

To try is to risk failure. 

 

But, risk must be taken, because; 

The greatest hazard in life is to risk 

nothing. is nothing, does nothing. 

They may avoid suffering and sorrow, 

but simply cannot learn, feel, change, 

grow, love….live! 

Chained by attitudes we become 

slaves, forfeit freedom. 

Only the person who takes risks is free. 

 

After a while you learn the subtle dif-

ferences between holdinga hand and 

chaining a soul, 

And you learn that love doesn’t mean 

leaning and company doesn’t mean 

security. 

And you Begin to learn that kisses 

aren’t contracts and presents aren’t 

promises, 

And you begin to accept your defeats 

with your head up and your eyes open, 

with the grace of an adult, not the grief 

of a child. 

And you learn to build all your roads 

on today because tomorrow’s ground is 

to uncertain for plans. 

After a while you learn that even sun-

shine burns if you get too much. 

So plant your own garden and decorate 

your own soul, instead of waiting for 

someone to bring your flowers. 

And you learn that you really can en-

dure that your really are strong and you 

really do have worth! 

District 19 Quincy, 

Ephrata, Lakeview, Soap Lake, Moses Lake, 
Royal City, Othello 

Welcome friends of Bill W. to the 1st 
Annual Thanksgiving Dinner Potluck.  

District 20 Yakima 

 The third assembly of Area 92 in El-

lensburg October 16, 17 & 18 was 

The first assembly for a brand new dis-

trict, District 20.  One of the first orders 

of business of the Assembly was to 

officially seat us.  That was awesome!!  

We have seen a lot of growth in the 

District already.  At the Assembly, we 

had the DCM, Dan, not Don, the Alter-

nate DCM, Selina and five of six 

GSR's!!  The District has also already 

gained a new group, Second Chance, 

which meets at Mrs. C's Tuesday 

through Friday and is a Big Book 

study.  It meets from noon to one at 12 

S. 3rd Avenue. 

 We had our fourth business meeting on 

10/19/98, also at Mrs. C's.  A lot was 

discussed, but mostly what a learning 

experience we've had.  Two GSR's in 

particular, Tony and Mike, both com-

mented on how neat it was for members 

with long-term sobriety to take the time 

to show a personal interest in them.  

We appreciate the warm welcome and 

look forward to serving with many of 

you as we  trudge the road of happy 

destiny - in service 

 

Yours in love (and pregnancy), Selina  

November 26th at 6:00 p.m. till ???  
Speaker’s meeting at 7:30 p.m.  Speak-
er to be announced.  Alano club has 
donated the Turkey!  Bring your favor-
ite dish to pass.  Come and bring a 
friend!  Alano club 724 W. 3rd, Moses 
Lake, WA.  Sponsored by the Thursday 
Night “Our Common Welfare” Group. 
 
Royal City Wed. Night Group meets at 
8:00 p.m. at Royal city Middle School 
teachers lounge.  We could use your 
support. 
 
Fourth Dimension Group is still kicking.  
For those who are hot aware of where 
we are located, we are across the street 
form the Grant County Courthouse. 



One of the projects that Bill had 

planned for his “retirement’’ was to 

deal with an unfinished task: acknowl-

edging A.A. ‘s indebtedness to the 

countless people he felt were responsi-

ble for its creation. At the top of his list 

was Carl Jung, the psychoanalyst who 

had pointed Rowland H. and subse-

quently Bill himself— via Ebby — in a 

spiritual direction. 

 

Bill’s letter to Jung, dated January 

23, 1961, is among the most eloquent 

of the thousands of letters he wrote in 

his lifetime. 

After first introducing himself, Bill 

wrote: 

 

“...I doubt if you are aware that a 

certain conversation you once had with 

one of your patients, a Mr. Roland [sic]

H 

back in the early 1930’s, did play a 

critical role in the founding of our Fel-

lowship. 

 

 “…Our remembrance of Roland H 

‘s statements about his experience with 

you is as follows: 

 

 “Having exhausted other means of 

recovery from his alcoholism, it was 

about 1931 that he became your pa-

tient. I believe he remained under your 

care for perhaps a year. His admiration 

for you was boundless, and he left you 

with a feeling of much confidence. 

 

 “To his great consternation, he 

soon relapsed into intoxication. Certain 

that you were his ‘court of last resort, 

he again returned to your care. Then 

followed the conversation between you 

that was to become the first link in the 

chain of events that led to the founding 
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of Alcoholics Anonymous. 

 

 “…First of all, you frankly told 

him of his hopelessness, so far as any 

further medical or psychiatric treat-

ment might be concerned. This candid 

and humble statement of yours was 

beyond doubt the first foundation stone 

upon which our Society has since been 

built. 

 

 “Coming from you, one he so 

trusted and admired, the impact upon 

him was immense. 

 

 “When he then asked you if there 

was any other hope, you told him that 

there might be, provided he could be-

come the subject of a spiritual or reli-

gious experience — in short, a genuine 

conversion. You pointed out how such 

an experience, if brought about, might 

remotivate him when nothing else 

could. But you did caution, though, 

that while such experiences had some-

times brought recovery to alcoholics, 

they were, nevertheless, comparatively 

rare. You recommended that he place 

himself in a religious atmosphere and 

hope for the best. This I believe was 

the substance of your advice. 

 

 “Shortly thereafter, Mr. H joined 

the Oxford Group, an evangelical 

movement then at the height of its suc-

cess in Europe, and one with which 

you are doubtless familiar. You will 

remember their large emphasis upon 

the principles of self- 

survey, confession, restitution, and the 

giving of oneself in service to others. 

They strongly stressed meditation and 

prayer. In these surroundings, Roland 

H did find a conversion experience that 

released him for the time being from 

his compulsion to drink.” 

 

 Very long in its entirety, the letter 

went on to tell Jung how the message 

reached Bill at the low point of his 

own alcoholism; it described his own 

spiritual awakening, the subsequent 

founding of A.A., and the spiritual 

experiences of its many thousands of 

members. As Bill put it: “This concept 

proved to be the foundation of such 

success as Alcoholics Anonymous has 

since achieved. This has made conver-

sion experience…available on an almost 

wholesale basis.” 

 

 The closing of the letter was Bill at 

his most gracious: 

 

 “…As you will now clearly see, 

this astonishing chain of events actually 

started long ago in your consulting 

room, and it was directly founded upon 

your own humility and deep perception. 

 

 “Very many thoughtful A.A.’s are 

students of your writings. Because of 

your conviction that man is something 

more than intellect, emotion, and two 

dollars’ worth of chemicals, you have 

especially endeared yourself to us…. 

 

 “Please be certain that your place in 

the affection, and in the history, of our 

Fellowship is like no other’s. Gratefully 

yours,” 

 

Next month look for Dr. Jung’s reply 

and more. 

 

In the following months excerpts for 
this section will be taken from AA liter-
ature in the hope that in my effort to 
develop a knowledge of the individuals 
who helped to shape Alcoholics Anony-
mous in the beginning can be shared. 
This selection is reprinted from ‘Pass It 
On’ pages 381-383 with permission of 
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Calendar of Events 
 
NOVEMBER, 1998 
 
7 2nd Annual Old Timers Speakers Meeting (Sunlight of the Spirit), 8:00p Pizza Barn, Finley 
7 Gratitude Banquet.  St. Pius Church 6th & Haycraft, Coeur d’ Alene, ID.  Contact Lynn B. 206.666.9544 or Cen
 tral office 208.667.4633.  (See flyer this issue of the NL) 
7 Pomeroy's 2nd Annual Gratitude Banquet. 7:00p Odd Fellows Hall, Pomeroy.  Contact: Dan or Kay at 
 509.843.1593 
7 89th Annual (Just Plain Grateful) Fellowship Feast.  4:00p Potluck.  Ponderosa Club House, Plain Wa 
 Rusty C. Troy MT. Guest Speaker.  Contact: Colleen at 509.763.7040 
7 District 10 Gratitude Banquet. 7:00p, Best Western Inn, Ellensburg (See flyer this issue of the NL) 
14 Spokane Alcoholics Anonymous Gratitude Banquet.  Cavanaughs Ridpath Hotel, 515 W. Sprague Ave.  (See  fly-
er this issue of the NL) 
14 7th Annual soap Lake AA Gratitude Dinner & Speakers Meeting.  Soap Lake Senior Center, 121 2nd Ave. SE 
 Soap Lake, WA.  Time 6:30p Dinner, 7:30p Speaker.  (See flyer this issue of the NL) 
14 Gratitude Banquet (Richland Group), West Side Center, 1007 Wright Ave., Richland 
14 Gratitude Banquet.  323 Catherine St. Walla Walla, WA.  6:00p doors open, 7:00p dinner, 8:00p Speakers 
 Speakers: Viki S., Nan, TBA.  Hosted by the Sunday Night Big Book Study Group, Dist. 9. 
 Contact: Philip W. 509.529.3781 
21 Castlegar AA’s 40th Birthday.  Robson Hall.  Potluck Dinner at 5:30p, Speaker Meeting at 8:00p, Dance at 9:00p 
 Contact:  Anna J. 693.2432 or Lorne A. 365.2267.  (See flyer this issue of the NL) 
26 District 19 “Thanksgiving Party” Barbecue Potluck.  6:00p – 9:00p Moses Lake Alano Club.  Contact Kitti at 
 509.754.5245 
 
  
DECEMBER, 1998 
 
6 35th Annual Prosser Potluck Dinner.  Times: Dinner 1:00p Meeting 2:30p.  Smith Hall Sacred Heart Catholic 
 Church, 1905Highland Drive, Prosser WA.  Contact: George M. 509.786.6932. (See flyer this issue of the NL) 
31 New Years Eve Dance (Hilltoppers), First Lutheran Church ELCA, Kennewick 
 
 
JANUARY, 1999 
 
1-3 Western Area Conference of  Young People in AA (WACYPAA); Jenn R. 503.232.4106, Andy B.  503.284.3984,  
 http://wacypaa.org/, Portland Marriott Downtown Hotel, 1401 SW Naito Pkwy 
8-10 Yakima Valley Roundup “The Joy of Living 10th Anniversary”.  Yakima Convention Center, Yakima, WA. 
  Contact Dan S. 509.697.4036 or Lynn N. 509.965.0590. 
  (See flyer this issue of the NL) 
9 Speaker Meeting, Jon H., 15 Yrs, Portland OR (There Is A Solution), 8:00p, Masonic Temple, Pasco  
16 WSEA 92 Quarterly Meeting.  Location: The Barn, Prossser, WA.  8:30a-5:00p.  Contacts:  George M. 
 509.786.6932 or Lynn A. 509.786.1475.  (See flyer this issue of the NL) 
 
 
FEBRUARY, 1999 
 
 
MARCH, 1999 
 
5-7 Pacific Regional Alcoholics Anonymous Service Assembly (PRAASA); Kate R. 808.735.4111, Kona Surf  Resort.  

Hosted by the Hawaii Area Committee.  (See flyer this issue of the NL) 
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W.S.E.A. 92 Contribution Forms 

Contributions in support of the Washington State East Area are made payable to: 
 
Washington Sate East Area 
P.O. Box 401 
Prosser, WA  99350-0401 
 
Please accompany all payments with Group and District number 
 
Contribution Amount:  $  ________________ 
 
Group Name:  ______________________________________ 
 
Group #:  ______________  (this is your 6-digit number)    District #:  ________ 
 
Address:  ______________________________________ 
 
City:  __________________________________ 
 
State:  ______    Zip:  __________ 
 
 

Contribuciones en Apoyo De La Area Este Del Estado de Washingtion Seran Hechas a: 
 
Washington Sate East Area 
P.O. Box 401 
Prosser, WA  99350-0401 
 
Por Favor Submita Numero de Grupo y Distrito Contribuciones 
 
Cantidad de Contribucion:  $  ________________ 
 
Nombre de Grupo:  ______________________________________ 
 
Numero (#) de Grupo:  ______________  (6-Numeros)    Numero (#) de Distrito:  ________ 
 
Domicilio:  ______________________________________ 
 
Ciudad:  __________________________________ 
 
Estado:  ______    Codigo:  __________ 
 
 
 



Page 20 

Newsletter Subscription Forms 

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION FORM 
 
 
THE SUGGESTED SUBSCRIPTION DONATION IS $12.00 FOR 1998 
 
Name:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Street:  _______________________________________________  Apt.:  ________ 
 
City:  ___________________________________  State:  _______  Zip:  ________ 
 
 
     Mail to: Washington State East Area 
       Newsletter Subscription 
       Lindyn Andreasen 
       P.O. Box 401 
       Prosser, WA 99350-0401 

FORMULARIO de SUBSCRIPCION 
PARA CARTA NOTICIERA 

 
 
LA DONACION SUGERIDA PARA SUBSCRIPCION ES $12.00 PARA 1998 
 
Nombre:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Calle/St.:  ______________________________________________  Apt.:  ________ 
 
Ciudad:  _______________________________  Estado:  _____  Codigo:  ________ 
 
 
     Envie a: Washington State East Area 
       Newsletter Subscription 
       Lindyn Andreasen 
       P.O. Box 401 
       Prosser, WA 99350-0401 
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Contact Information 

The Washington State East Area Newsletter is a monthly publica-
tion.  It is dependent upon the submissions of the groups, commit-
tees, and officers for its content.  This newsletter is distributed free 
of charge to elected and appointed officers of the Washington 
State East Area, DCM’s, GSR’s, past Delegates, GSO, Pacific Region-
al Trustee, Pacific Region Newsletter Editors.   A yearly subscrip-
tion is available for a donation of $12.00.  These payments are to 
be made payable to the Washington State East area Treasurer.  

The Washington State East Area currently has twenty Districts that 
span a large geographic area in the inland empire.  WSEA 92 en-
compasses all of eastern Washington as well as parts of British 
Columbia, Idaho, Montana, and Oregon.  This vast expanse of ter-
ritory allows this newsletter to perform an important function of 
informing the individual alcoholic as to the activities, news, and 

events that take place in their Area. 
The Washington State East Area Newsletter Editor reserves the right to refuse the publication of any submission. 

Rad Miller 
1320 Terrace Court 
East Wenatchee, WA 98802 

Phone: 509.884.5180 
Fax: 509.886.0898 
Email: rmiller@televar.com 

Alcoholics Anonymous  

WASHINGTON STATE EAST AREA 92 
NEWSLETTER 

Area 92 Delegate Area 92 Alt. Delegate Area 92 Chairperson 
Ginger Rhoades Bell Rusty Kidder Michael Bell 
3473-B E. Jumpoff Joe Road 401 E. Magnesium 3473-B E. Jumpoff Joe Road 
Valley #6 Valley 
WA Spokane WA 
99181 WA 99181 
509-937-2110 99208 509-937-2110 
mgbell@theofficenet.com 509-467-2164 mgbell@theofficenet.com 
 RustyK47@aol.com 
 
Area 92 Alt. Chairperson Area 92 Treasurer Area 92 Alt. Treasurer 
Woody Epp Lindyn Andreasen Don Helgeson 
P0 Box 638 1215 Riverside Drive P0 Box 173 
Waitsburg Prosser Waitsburg 
WA WA WA 
99361 99350 99361 
509-337-6549 509-786-1475 509-337-6186 
woody@wwics.com        andreasl@destiny.esd105.wednet.edu helgesd@wwics.com 
 
Area 92 Secretary Area 92 Archivist Area 92 Corrections 
Carol Wilbur Rick Hines Mike McMurtrie 
RR#2 S5 C2 K-33 Columbia Village 4428 Sunnycreek Dr. 
Castlegar Pullman Spokane 
BC WA WA 
V1N 3L4 99163 99224 
250-359-6652 509-333-6441 509-458-3929 
cwilbur@netidea.com hinesric@wsunix.wsu.edu mcmurtm@gntech.net 
 
Area 92 CPC Area 92 GVL Area 92 PI 
Suzi Olsen Phil Reed Russ Parton 
HCR 62 Box 56 1592 Old Naches Hwy. P0 Box 730 
Moyie Springs Naches Wapato 
ID WA WA 
83845 98837 98951 
208-267-7650 509-965-2606 509-452-4117 
solson@dmi.net philyak@televar.com 
 


