
Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of men and women 

who share their experience, strength and hope with each 

other that they may solve their common problem and help 

others to recover from alcoholism.  The only requirement 

for membership is a desire to stop drinking.  There are no 

dues for fees for AA membership; we are self-supporting 

through our own contributions.  AA is no allied with any 

sect, denomination, politics , organization or institution; 

does not wish to engage in any controversy, neither endors-

es nor opposes any causes.  Our primary purpose is to stay 

sober and help other alcoholics to achieve sobriety. 

 

 Reprinted with permission of A.A. World Services, Inc. 
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January, 2000 
December 20, 1999 

 

 

Pacific Region Delegates, 

Delegates elect, and fel-

lowship, 

 

Holiday greetings and spe-

cial AA love from South-

ern California during this 

holiday season.  Last 

Thursday, December 16, 

1999 I spent at GSO in 

New York attending the 

AAWS board meeting.   

Because this is an interim 

(AAWS only) meeting, this 

report will be much abbre-

viated from the normal 

quarterly reports.  

 

 

Services Committee 

 

The AAWS Services Com-

mittee met at 9:00 am on 

Thursday morning at GSO.  

Much of the meeting was 

taken up with a continua-

tion of discussion concern-

ing group registrations.  I 

believe progress is being 

made in ways to improve 

these procedures and com-

munications about them.  

GSO will explore ways to 

better define the classifica-

tion of groups and also 

explore the possibility of a 

video explaining the regis-

tration process. 

 

The committee discussed 

the preliminary draft of a 

Special Needs Pamphlet/

Service Piece, which had 

been presented by publica-

tions, and we voted to for-

ward it unedited to the 

Trustee’s Literature Com-

mittee for their comments.   

 

The committee received a 

report from the PI desk on 

GSO’s website activity for 

the month of November.  

The site was visited 74,452 

time during the 30 days, 

which represented an aver-

age of 2482 visits per day, 

with the current yearly total 

at 663,575. 

 

Publications Committee 

 

Total book distribution 

continues to be flat com-

pared with last year (see 

attached analysis of sales), 

however that is about 4% 

higher than budgeted.  This 

is mainly due to non-AA 

sales which are about 3% 

higher than budgeted.   

  

The committee was shown 

preliminary designs, and 

we offered feedback, on 

new book jackets for “As 

Bill Sees It;  Pass It On; 

and Dr. Bob and the Good 

Oldtimers.”  We also re-

ceived a preliminary re-

lease schedule for the 

“Twelve & Twelve” – 

hardcover (March 2000); 

“Twelve & Twelve” – 

softcover (June 2000); 

“AA Comes of Age” (May 

2000); “Pass It 

On” (September 2000); 

“Dr. Bob and the Good 

Oldtimers” (October 2000); 

“As Bill Sees It” – hard-

cover & softcover (January 

2001).  Spanish covers will 

have similar, but not exact, 

timeframes. 

 

                                                             

Finance Committee 

 

Attached is an unaudited 

summary of income and 

expenses spread sheet for 

the eleven  months ending 

November 30, 1999.  Gross 

sales for the period were 

$8,611,010, with Net sales 

after discounts at 

$8,354,108, approximately 

$337,205, (4.21%) greater 

than budgeted and $29,769 

greater than the first eleven 

months of last year.  After 

expenses the gross margin 

on literature sales for the 

period was $5,566,316, 

which is $317,701 (6.05%) 

greater than budgeted and 

$569,417 (11.40%) more 

than last year at this time.  

It should be pointed out 

that, although budgeted for, 

royalties are approximately 

$414,000 less that last year 

because the obligation to 

Stepping Stones has been 

fulfilled. 

 

Contributions for the elev-

en month period were 

$3,736,907, which is 

$137,310 (3.81%) greater 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Post It! 

J A NUA RY  NE WSL ET TE R 

CONFIDENTIAL 

This is a confidential document for AA members 

only.  It contains member’s last names, addresses 

and telephone numbers. 

 

PLEASE RESPECT OUR ANONYMITY 

 

The newsletter is distributed free to all Area 

Officers, DCMs, GSRs of registered groups, Past 

Delegates, Pacific Regional Trustee and GSO.  

However, the Newsletter is intended to be shared 

with all members of the fellowship.  Home groups 

or individuals may subscribe if they would like 

their own copy. 

 
GSRs- PLEASE SHARE THE NEWSLETTER WITH YOUR GROUP. 

WASHINGTON STATE EAST AREA 92 

NEWSLETTER  

is published monthly by the Washington State East 

Area 92 Area Assembly of Alcoholics Anonymous to 

provide communication within the membership of 

AA.  Opinions expressed are not to be attributed to 

Alcoholics Anonymous as a whole, nor does  

publication of any article imply endorsement by 

Alcoholics Anonymous, or Washington State East 

Area, except when Conference-approved publications 

are quoted.  Articles from A.A. World Service, Inc.

(AAWS) and the A.A. Grapevine, Inc. (as well as 

other publications) appearing herein are reprinted 

with permission. 

Note from the editor: 

I would like to thank everyone for their 

support over these last 2 years. Especial-

ly those individuals and groups from Dis-

trict 5 that sacrificed their time and en-

ergy in the spirit of service to help fold, 

staple, sort and stamp the Newsletter. 

And for those who seemed to know when 

I needed an encouraging word, I am sin-

cerely grateful. 

 

YIS, Rad 
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than budget, and $190,935 (5.38%) 

greater than for the same period last 

year. 

 

Total revenue from both literature sales 

and contributions was $8,567,820, or 

$509,167 (6.32%) greater than budget, 

and $770,342 (9.88%) greater than last 

year at this time. 

 

Total operating expenses were 

$7,758,113, or $71,584 (-0.91%) less 

than budgeted and $206,253 (2.73%) 

greater than last year. 

 

In summary, the total revenue of 

$8,567,820 minus the total operating 

expenses of $7,758,113 left a net income 

of $809,707 for the first eleven months 

of 1999, which was $580,751 greater 

than budgeted and $564,089 more than 

the first eleven months last year. 

 

Conference Committee Selections 

 

Before the start of the meetings, during 

part of the Finance Committee meeting, 

and part of the lunch break, I had the 

privilege, along with Susan Ulseth, of 

drawing names of the newly elected pan-

el 50 delegates to place them on their 

two-year Conference Committee assign-

ments.  It was a very interesting process 

and again reminds me what a unique 

fellowship we have. 

 

AAWS Board 

 

The meeting was called to order by 

Chairman Jack Ostrem (East Central 

Regional Trustee) at 1:00 PM.  The 

minutes of the October 28, 1999 meeting 

were approved as written and we then 

heard the General Manager’s report.  

 

Greg reported that they have been run-

ning exclusively on the Y2K compliant 

system for several weeks with no appar-

ent glitches.  The Information Technolo-

gy crew will be working on New Years 

Eve and again on the following Sunday 

to assure that all systems will be up and 

running for the opening of the office on 

Monday morning January 3rd. 

 

(Continued from page 1) He reported that the regional forum as-

signment has been at six events in the 

last six months culminating with the 

Southwest Regional Forum in Lubbock, 

Texas.  Greg and Warren Stafford spent 

some time at the annual “share a day” 

event at the Al-Anon Family Group 

Headquarters in Virginia Beach, Virgin-

ia affording them a chance to discuss 

issues that may be common to both or-

ganizations. 

 

The legal matters in Germany continue 

with filing of briefs by both parties.  The 

appeals Court in Frankfurt is scheduled 

to render a decision on one matter in 

March 2000. 

 

 

Staff Report 
 

Joanie reported that the newest member 

of the staff, Rick Walker has been on 

board since November 29th, serving on 

the Treatment Facilities/Loners desk and 

liaison to Special Needs Committees.  

She said staff is delighted to have Rick 

on board and he is looking forward with 

gratitude and excitement to working at 

the General Service Office. 

 

Conference:  As I reported earlier Susan 

and I drew names and placed all new 

delegates on their respective Conference 

Committees.  Agenda topics for the up-

coming General Service Conference are 

coming in and will be discussed by the 

appropriate trustee’s committees during 

the January board weekend.  All Confer-

ence Committee Chairpersons along 

with the Conference Delegate Chairper-

son will be guests of the board during 

the board weekend. 

 

CPC:  Initial planning is underway for 

the first of the expected 30 exhibit op-

portunities at meetings of national pro-

fessional associations during the year 

2000. 

 

Correctional Facilities: The number of 

member willing to participate in the Cor-

rections Correspondence Service has 

increased bringing the number of those 

waiting for contacts down to 20 men. 

 

International Conventions: The Minne-

apolis Host Committee is gearing up for 

a kick-off rally to be held on January 

30th at the Minneapolis Convention Cen-

ter where the committee hopes that 

2,000 – 3,000 volunteers will participate.  

The committee stated their purpose very 

simply “If anyone arrives in Minneapolis 

and is not sober and happy, we will try 

to change that before they leave!”  Va-

lerie reported that the housing lottery 

was completed with approximately 

8,000 names drawn. 

 

Regional Forums: The first Regional 

forum of 2000 will be the forum in 

Western Canada in Richmond, BC, Feb-

ruary 18-20, 2000.   

 

Literature:  Some stories for both the 

“Time to Start Living” and the proposed 

pamphlet for Black/African American 

Alcoholics have been received; however 

more stories are needed for both.  Re-

sponses to the “special interest” ques-

tionnaire are also trickling in the to liter-

ature desk. 

 

Public Information: As reported earlier 

the GSO website activity is increasing 

and more  Areas, Districts, and Inter-

group/Central Offices are developing 

their own websites and contacting the 

office for shared experience.  The PI 

desk is formulating plans for communi-

cating to the media that the fellowship 

will be celebrating our Sixty-fifth Birth-

day in Minneapolis next June. 

 

Spanish Services: Danny reports that the 

Spanish-language Service Manual 

should be available in January 2000.  

Danny, Dean Rinehart, and Greg Muth 

attended the VII National Convention in 

(Continued on page 4) 

Pacific Region Trustee Report Jim Clough 



Page 4 

Mexico where there were over 30,000 in 

attendance. 

 

Big Book Fourth Edition 

 

Thursday evening I participated in a 

meeting of the Fourth Edition Big Book 

Sub-committee.  There was good discus-

sion on our procedure, and we also dis-

cussed and rated the last 35 of the 95 

stories given to us by the last sub-

committee.  We have now read, re-read, 

discussed, and rated all 95 stories that 

came out of the 1220 stories submitted 

by the fellowship.  The chairperson of 

the Conference Literature Committee 

will join us at our January meeting. 

 

Grapevine 

 

The Grapevine board also met during the 

weekend but due to time constraints, I 

couldn’t attend their board meeting.  

Along with their other duties, the Grape-

vine directors were interviewing seven 

finalists to replace two Grapevine non-

trustee Directors after the 2000 General 

Service Conference. 

 

GSO Office Holiday Party 
 

This was one of those wonderful rare 

trips that my wife Linda found time in 

her busy work schedule to accompany 

me.  On Friday morning we had the op-

portunity to attended the regular 11:00 

AM Friday AA meeting at GSO.  Friday 

afternoon we were able to attend the 

GSO employee’s Holiday party at the 

Crowne Plaza hotel.  It was a festive 

occasion and included a visit by Santa 

Claus who looked suspiciously like our 

general manager. 

 

General 

 

After the office party my daughter, son-

in-law, and two grandchildren met us at 

the hotel, and following dinner we 

walked over and experienced the Christ-

mas show at Radio City Music Hall, and 

toured the festivities at Rockefeller Pla-

za.  Linda and I were then able to spend 

the rest of the weekend at their home in 

a lovely wooded area of New Jersey.  

(Continued from page 3) We returned home Sunday evening to 

unseasonable 75° weather. 

 

I want to welcome all the panel 50 dele-

gates and I am reminded that this will be 

my last report directly to the outgoing 

panel 48 delegates.   Rotation is exciting 

but the time seems to fly past, so please 

stay in touch.  It certainly points out to 

me the value of “one day at a time.” 

 

Again, please feel free to contact me 

(write, phone, email, etc.) personally 

with any questions, ideas or anything in 

general.   

 

Until then, I send my warmest AA love, 

 

Jim Clough 

 

1873 Parkview Circle 

Costa Mesa, CA 92627 

 

Home: (949) 548-3731 

Work: (949) 660-7791 

Fax 1: (949) 548-8346 

Fax 2: (949) 660-8815 

Email: Jameclough@aol.com 

participated in the entire assembly.  I can 

say today that I have a strong sense of 

belonging as I know I have an active 

homegroup that is an example of the 

spiritual link that exists between the 

homegroup and Alcoholics Anonymous 

as a whole.  

 I would like to give a special thanks 

to “all” the GSR’s who attended the as-

sembly.  Who were tolerant of others as 

time wore on and when patience was 

stretched thin.  Who showed through 

action the responsibilities that go with 

being given the ultimate authority in 

AA.  A thanks to those who shared there 

group’s conscious in discussion, but 

always stayed open minded to new in-

formation. 

I believe from attending the assembly 

and participating that you have devel-

oped bonds and friendship with others 

from other parts of our area.  I know 

these friendships that I have made 

through General Service have played an 

active role in the changes I have experi-

enced in sobriety.   The people you have 

met are examples of dedication and a 

love of service.  As you left the assem-

bly on Sunday I hope you noticed the 

“claw” marks in the concrete sidewalks 

outside.  These were ours as we gave up, 

grudgingly, some old ideas and unified 

as we left.  I believe this was done be-

cause of a deep seeded love for Alcohol-

ics Anonymous.  I hope you smiled be-

cause I think we moved on to another 

spirtual plateau in sobriety. 

 Last I would like to thank all, who 

through a show of confidence,  gave me 

the privilege to serve Area 92 for the 

next two years.  I have a two goals that I 

hope all in this area will share after this 

rotation.  One is that I was always avail-

able to all and was a good listener.  Sec-

ond that I can be un-biased, truthful and 

open minded.  I have experienced that 

the journey through sobriety always 

opens new doors and more important is 

that I do not have to know what they are. 

Thanks again. 

 

In Service 

 

Rusty K. 

Northeast Group    Spokane, WA 

Area 92 Alternate Delegate 

Pacific Region Trustee Report Jim Clough 

Hello 

 

Having some time to reflect 

back on the assembly, I would like to 

share some feelings that I left with.  I 

would like to give a special thanks to the 

GSR from my homegroup.  As a group I 

believe we lived up to all the responsibil-

ities that go with being an active regis-

tered group in Alcoholics Anonymous.  

Our GSR brought the motions and back-

ground information to our meeting 

where we had active discussion with a 

loving God speaking through our in-

formed group conscious.  Our GSR took 

this conscious to the pre-assemblies and 

shared them from the floor.  All new 

information was brought back and was 

further discussed.  She attended the as-

sembly and participated in the panel dis-

cussions.  Our group conscious was 

shared during the discussion on the mo-

tions. She kept a smile on her face and 
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Rusty Kidder 
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Michael Bell 
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C. P. C. 
Cooperation with the Professional 
Community 
George Miller 

GV. L. 
Grapevine and Literature 
Robert King 
Newsletter 
Jan Smith 
P. I. 
Public Information 
Gene Davis 

Treatment 
David McCallum 

District 1 
Southeast British Columbia: Trail, Castlegar, 
Nelson 

District 2 
Spokane County, South Spokane, 
Medical Lake, Cheney South 

Corrections 
Dale Siegmund 

Hello Area 92, 

 

I am looking forward to the opportuni-

ties for service as your Alternate Chair-

man in the upcoming year. It will be 

my pleasure to see and talk to you at 

upcoming events. 

Until then take care and have a wonder-

ful new year. 

 

Yours In Service, 

Rad 

Officer Reports/District Reports 

Hello from your Area 92 Treatment 

committee, 

 

I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas 

and a very Happy New Year. The Cor-

rections and Treatment Quarterly was 

hosted by Dist. 8 Dec. 11 at the Hauser 

Lake City Hall. Due to work commit-

ment I was only able to attend the final 

hour of the Qrt. I want to thank Alan 

Cox of Rathdrum for being the speaker 

and sharing his experience strength and 

hope. I hear Alan gave a great talk and I 

was sorry to have missed it. 

The main topic of the Qrt. was "Bridging 

the Gap" and Corrections "Bridge" pro-

grams. These are our two temporary 

contact programs used in Area 92. There 

will be an emphasis on these programs in 

the coming year. The treatment Commit-

tee is working on a pamphlet 

"Guidelines for the BTG contact. This 

is a pamphlet that will be available to 

people that want to be a temporary 

contact to someone coming out of a 

treatment center. When we have a final 

version they will be available to any 

District that wishes to use them. We 

are also working on an 8 1/2 X 11 in-

formation sheet to replace the cards 

that are currently being filled out in the 

treatment center by the clients. 

Thank you for letting me serve as 

Treatment Committee Chair the past 

six months. As you know I was filling 

in for Rob C. who moved out of the 

Area. Now I would like to thank the 

elected officers for appointing me to 

serve the next two years as Area Treat-

ment Chair. When I got the news from 

Woody it was a very happy moment 

for me. I look forward to it and will do 

my best to help carry the message of 

recovery from alcoholism within our 

beloved Washington State East Area 

92. 

 

Yours in love and service, 

Dave McCallum 

WSEA 92 
Districts 



District 5 Wenatchee, Moni-

tor, Cashmere, Peshastin, Leavenworth, Plain, 
Waterville 

District 6 
Yakima, Selah, Union Gap 

District 10 
Kittitas County; Ellensberg, Cle Elum, Roslyn 

District 7 
SE WA; Pullman, Clarkston; NC Idaho; 
Moscow, Lewiston, Riggins 

District 8 
N Benewah & Shoshone Counties, Kootenai 
County, Coeur d’ Alene 

District 9 
Walla Walla & Columbia Counties; Walla 
Walla, Milton Freewater, OR. 

District 11 
Lower Yakima Valley; Sunnyside, Toppenish, 
Grandview, Prosser 

District 12 
S Okanogan & Ferry Counties; Chelan, Omak, 
Brewster, Methow Valley, Republic 
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District Reports 

Hi from Five 

 

Here we are about to finish our second 

term as a new area.  Having the oppor-

tunity to serve on the Newsletter Com-

mittee with Rad has had its own rewards. 

One thing is for certain, when you serve 

with Rad you will always try to do the 

best that you can. His desire to practice 

prudence and to strive for perfection is 

but just a few of the qualities that are 

remembered as examples of excellent 

leadership this past two years. Speaking 

of prudence, I was informed that the 

closest the Post Office could tell, was 

that the savings on the mailings of the 

newsletter for the past two years was 

considerable. Thank you Rad for a job 

well done and thank you goes to all of 

the other trusted servants as well. 

 

District Five just had its closest brush 

with the poor house in quite some time. 

We used up all earmarked funds besides 

our regular funds except $64.00. This 

amount was not even going to come 

close to paying for our phone services 

which runs between $110.00 to $150.00 

per month. At our November GSR meet-

ing we decided to get the word out that 

complacency and 7th tradition don't mix 

well. In no time at all the groups passed 

on what was so freely given to them. 

 

Assembly 2000 will have a Talent show 

on Friday night of the assembly. Pass the 

word around to see if your District has 

any entries. Entries could range from 

bands to just a simple skit. Contact peo-

ple will be passed on at the January 

Quarterly. 

George M. will speak at Sobriety First in 

Zillah on Tuesday January 4th.  

Friday Night Social will have game 

night after the meeting on December 

17th.  

REMEMBER THE GSR MEETING ON 

THURSDAY JANUARY 

6TH!!!!!!!!!!!!!  

Sincerely,  

Sherry H.  

Secretary Pro Tem 

Hello from District 12!!! 

 

Happy New Year!! District 12 is starting 

the new year by finishing up the work 

started in ‘99 creating a district hand 

book. Our GSR meeting in December 

was used for that purpose as will Janu-

ary’s meeting in Republic on the 16th. 

We are excited about finishing this up. 

 

Okanogan is the site for the second 

“Winter Round-Up”. I will report how it 

was in February. 

 

Until next month! 

Janine 

District 12 secretary/correspondent 

The next Quarterly meeting will be held 

in Waitsburg on January 21 & 22, 2000. 

There will be a New Years Party at the 

VA Medical Center on December 31 

from 5:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. For the 

price of $10.00, which is the cost for the 

ticket to attend the party one could have 

salad bar, desserts, and beverages, plus 

live music by The Big Kids Band. You 

will bring a main dish. Childcare availa-

ble for $1.00. That's all for now. 

 

Have a safe and happy Holidays and 

8760 hours of sobriety for the year 

2000! 

 

Sincerely, 

Teresa Escobar 

We held our December GSR meeting on 

Thursday December 3rd at 7:30 p.m. at 

the Fellowship Hall in Sunnyside. At-

tendance has been very low at the last 

two GSR meetings. Just a reminder that 

we meet the FIRST THURSDAY of the 

month at 7:30 p.m. at the Fellowship 

Hall in Sunnyside. 

The big event was the Prosser Potluck 

held on Sunday December 5th. There 

was a large turnout as usual and more 

than enough food. A raffle was held and 

a good time was had by all. 

Birthdays announced at the GSR meet-

ing on Dec 3rd: Richard of Mabton Sun-

day Night had one year on December 1. 

Brett S. 3 years, Ronda S. 3 months - 

both of Ninety Minute Miracles. Delia 

S. 9 months on December 6th of Friday 

Night Social. 

District 13 
Spokane Valley, (East Spokane): Millwood, 
Oportunity, Dishman 

District 14 
N Idaho, Bonner & Boundary Co., Sandpoint, 

District 14 Meeting Minutes, December 

12, 1999; Sandpoint, Idaho 1:00PM 

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER BY 

DCM James S. with 7 GSR’s present of 

9 members attending 

 

TRADITIONS BY: Dean B. 

.  

MOTION TO CONDUCT BUSINESS: 

Motion by Chris R., Second by Russ V.  

Passed 

(Continued on page 7) 
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District Reports 

 

ROLL CALL: Groups represented were: 

Wednesday Panhandlers, Came to Be-

lieve-Libby, Sandpoint Women’s, Mon-

day Night, Sunday Morning, Wed. / Fri. 

Libby group, Thursday. Noon and Night-

Bonners Ferry, Monday/Friday Night 

Men’s Meeting, Monday High and Dry-

Sandpoint and Troy, MT. 

 

MINUTES :Approved as presented.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE: Evidently some 

potluck flyers. Please see Activities! 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT given by 

Vera F. $713.56.  

FEBRUARY IS SELF SUPPORT 

MONTH!!!!!!!!!! 

 

DCM REPORT James S. reported that is 

planned to have the Dist. Inventory on 

Feb. 12 of the next century.  Still not set 

in concrete. 

 

AGENDA: Election of Officers 

 

DCM: Kelvin S nominated by Chris R., 

Second by Ethel C.  Elected by acclima-

tion. 

 

ALT. DCM: Chris R., nominated by 

Ethel C., Seconded by Russ V. Elected 

by acclimation. 

 

SECRETARY: Larry W., nominated by 

Tim H. Declined.  Jim S. nominated Dal-

las H.  Seconded by Steve M.:  Elected 

by acclimation. 

 

TREASURER: Vera F., nominated by 

Dean B. Seconded by Chuck S.  Elected 

by acclimation. 

 

SERVICE COMMITTEES: 

 

1-800-Vera F. reported that local calls 

(Sandpoint) are being made to the 800 

number which adds to the cost unneces-

sarily. 

 

Schedules-Chris R. recommended that 

Larry E-mail the schedule changes to 

Dallas H.  Ethel C. said that New Port 

(Continued from page 6) some of the Libby Folks.  We meet 

Monday night at the Methodist Church 

and Thursday night at the Christian 

Church.  Both meetings are at 8:00 P.M.. 

 

SUNDAY MORNING (Sandpoint)-

Chris R.  Welcome to Christine, who is 

now opening the meeting as secretary/

treasurer.  Thanks to Gloria L. for past 

service and smiles as secretary/treasurer.   

Sobriety birthdays last Sunday of month, 

followed by a potluck. 

 

THURSDAY NOON AND NITE 

MEETING (Bonners Ferry)-Russ V.  

The meeting is growing.  We had 27 

people at a regular Thursday Night 

meeting this month. The First Thursday 

of the Month Speaker Meeting is great; 

pot luck and great speakers. 

 We had Wally H. for December and 

January we will have Cille G. for our 

January speaker.  Bring some food and 

our January speaker.  Two new meetings 

have sprouted up from the Thursday 

Group in Copeland; Monday and 

Wednesday Night at 7:30.  Call Gary F. 

for directions to these new meetings. 

 

WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY NIGHT 

LIBBY GROUP-Dean B.  Things are 

going good.  Attendance is good.  We 

are looking forward to the New Years 

party at Dave A’s.  Always a good time!  

Everyone Welcome!!!!!!! 

 

SATURDAY NIGHT CAME TO BE-

LIEVE (Libby)-Tim H.  Attendance has 

been good.  Tim H. is acting as GSR 

again. 

 

Adjourned-2:53 P.M. Motion by Mass 

Exodus 

 

CLOSED with the Serenity Prayer 

 

Y

o

u

r

s

 

i

n

 

and Priest River can’t do 12 Step calls. 

 

Literature-Chris R. We have a good 

supply of literature.  A new order is 

being compiled, call if specific material 

are needed (AA approved literature on-

ly). 

 

Archives-No report.  

 

Newsletter-James S. thanked Larry W. 

for getting the material in. 

 

PI/CPC-no report 

 

T/C-No report 

 

Activities/Events-Newport, WA: a New 

Years Party & Potluck, (9:00 P.M.-

1:15AM) at Big Wheel Pizza located at 

Washington and Pines. Use the Pines St. 

entrance. 

Libby, MT: New Years Party & Potluck 

at Dave A’s.  Dec. 31, 1999. (406) 293-

4326   

 

Old Business-None 

 

7th TRADITION 

 

New Business-Thanks to outgoing 

Trusted Servants. 

 

HOME GROUP SHARING 

 

TROY MONTANA GROUP-Steve M.  

Things are going along very well, 

though turn-out is lite.  We are missing 



District 15 
North Eastern WA, Stevens County, Kettle 
Falls, Colville, Chewelah 

District 19 
Quincy, Ephrata, Lakeview, Soap 
Lake, Moses Lake, Royal City, 
Othello 

District 20 
Yakima 
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A few notes as we end the Panel 48 rota-

tion: 

 

District 15 began this rotation with al-

most no money in the treasury.  The 

good news is that by November, 1999, 

the District was able to send contribu-

tions to both Area 92 and GSO.  Thank 

you District 15 members for helping to 

carry the message beyond each home 

group. 

 

There are 20 meetings a week in the Dis-

trict.  On of these is held in the local jail. 

 

The Kettle Falls Candlelight Group 

sponsored an alcathon on Thanksgiving 

with over 15 people in attendance.  The 

group will also hold an alcathon on 

Christmas Day. 

 

Plans are underway for our annual Dis-

trict spring roundup.  We are anticipating 

that it will be on May 12-13, 2000 and 

will include a Delegate’s report from 

Rusty K., Panel 50 Delegate. 

 

December sobriety anniversaries: Mary 

S.-9 years, Skully-4 years, Tom-3 years.  

Keep coming back. 

 

In service to the fellowship, 

Ginger 

of his own conduct. Those words of old 

time, “judge not,” we observe most liter-

ally. 

 “But,” some will argue, “if AA has 

no authority to govern its individual 

members or groups, how shall it ever be 

sure that the common welfare does come 

first? How is it possible to be governed 

without a government? If everyone can 

do as he pleases, how can you have 

aught but anarchy?” 

 The answer seems to be that we 

AAs cannot really do as we please, 

though there is no constituted human 

authority to restrain us. Actually, our 

common welfare is protected by power-

ful safeguards. The moment any action 

seriously threatens the common welfare, 

group opinion mobilizes to remind us; 

our conscience begins to complain. If 

one persists, he may become so dis-

turbed as to get drunk; alcohol gives him 

a beating. Group opinion shows him that 

he is off the beam, his own conscience 

tells him that he is dead wrong, and, if 

he goes too far, Barleycorn brings him 

real conviction. 

 So it is we learn that in matters 

deeply affecting the group as a whole, 

“our common welfare comes first.” Re-

bellion ceases and cooperation begins 

because it must: we have disciplined 

ourselves. 

 Eventually, of course, we cooperate 

because we really wish to; we see that 

without substantial unity there can be no 

AA, and that without AA there can be 

little lasting recovery for anyone. We 

gladly set aside personal ambitions 

whenever these might harm AA. We 

humbly confess that we are but “a small 

part of a great whole.” 

 

Reprinted with permission of the A.A. 

Grapevine, Inc. January 1992 pp. 2-3 

from December 1947 Grapevine 

Tradition One 
By Bill W. 

 

Our whole AA program is securely 

founded on the principle of humility — 

that is to say, perspective. Which im-

plies, among other things, that we relate 

ourselves rightly to God and to our fel-

lows; that we each see ourselves as we 

really are — “a small part of a great 

whole.” Seeing our fellows thus, we 

shall enjoy group harmony. That is why 

AA Tradition can confidently state, “Our 

common welfare comes first.” 

 “Does this mean,” some will ask, 

“that in AA the individual doesn’t count 

too much? Is he to be swallowed up, 

dominated by the group?” 

 No, it doesn’t seem to work out that 

way. Perhaps there is no society on earth 

more solicitous of personal welfare, 

more careful to grant the individual the 

greatest possible liberty of belief and 

action. Alcoholics Anonymous has no 

“musts.” Few AA groups impose penal-

ties on anyone for nonconformity. We do 

suggest, but we don’t discipline. Instead, 

compliance or noncompliance with any 

principle of AA is a matter for the con-

science of the individual; he is the judge 

District 18 
Dayton, Prescot, Waitsburg, Pomeroy 

District 16 
Spanish Speaking WSEA 92 South 

District 17 
NW Spokane, Deer Park 

District 21 
Spanish Speaking WSEA 92 North 

District 22 
Colfax, Garfield, Moscow, Palouse, Pullman, 
Rosalia 

W.S.P. 
Washington State Penitentiary 
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Washington State East Area 92 Assembly 

Spokane, Washington 

Friday October 15,1999 

 

GSR Sharing Session 

Area 92 Inventory 

 

 

Jim C., Pacific Region Trustee, chaired the Friday night session of the assembly. The purpose of the session was to have GSR’s 

share on specific questions pertaining to an Inventory of Area 92. This was the result of the motion passed at the July quarterly. 

 

The questions addressed were the following: 

 

1. What is the purpose of an Area? 

 

1. Is adequate opportunity and time given to all members to speak and participate in discussion? Do we shorten 

discussion for the convenience of time? 

 

1. Do we have an understanding of the Traditions and Concepts showing the link of the GSR, DCM and Dis-

tricts to the General Service Conference? Do we have adequate workshops to inform and educate the 

groups of these spiritual principles and the link to AA as a whole? 

 

 

The following is an overview of the discussion that took place. 

 

There are things that need doing in AA that are beyond the capacity of any one group or district. An example would be the large 

prison population is the Spokane area. The need for time and materials strains the resources of the Spokane Central Office. This 

is where the Area assists with that need. 

 

For 25 years we needed to split Washington Area. Due to the growth in the fellowship, things got complicated and travel and 

time became factors. 4 years ago, the split happened. We don’t get too excited about what we do – it takes time and it works. 

 

Areas are geographical organizing principles. The American States and the Canadian Provinces are divided into geographical 

areas. This is important to organize AA so that the hand of AA is readily available to the still suffering alcoholic. When we were 

one large area it was a struggle to fill the committees. Members from  the East side of the Area were not nearly as involved. Now 

with the new area, this is reversed. The committees are filled and successful. Another point was the concern of our financial sta-

tus when we became a new area. We are now in the black. Unity comes from good area structure. 

 

One of the key things is communication. We have lost sight of this in Area 92. We had better communication when we were Area 

72. Newsletter always had articles from all of the Trusted servants. Now we seem to be losing focus on what our primary purpose 

is. Workshops tend to be attended by local people only. Our trusted servants are too busy doing other things. There are too many 

events scheduled at the same time with not enough communication to avoid this. One key for rebound is the newsletter. The best 

example we have is the Corrections committee. They always kept us informed. Others have fallen to the side. We need to work 

on how we are on the inside rather than worrying about how we look on the outside. 

 

  There is a reading in As Bill Sees It on page 25. “….We have to grow or else deteriorate…Change we must. We cannot stand 

still.” With change come responsibilities. We must work for the things we want in our life. Participation in service is very im-

portant. A sign hanging in a meeting hall says, “ Anybody can bitch about a problem. Think of a solution.” One solution for the 

Area is to make sure everybody in your home group has a job to do – doing service. We must build up from the bottom. If we are 

down, there is a way back up. Be an example and look for a solution. 

 

It’s so wonderful to see everybody at this assembly. This is what it is all about – the beginning of life in sobriety. Sobriety is the 

most important thing in life today. 

 

(Continued on page 10) 
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I don’t know what it was like in Area 72. The only comparison would be what it was like to be a drunk and what it’s like to be 

sober. When I got into service, I didn’t know what I was doing. I have found that when I do service work, I stay sober. 

 

The guidelines for an Area are in the Service Manual. “…Area Committee is responsible to the health of the Conference structure 

and for growth and harmony for our beloved fellowship…..” The Area should provide solutions for groups, provide communica-

tion for GSR’s and DCM’s, and provide core committee work in all areas. We must make certain that the structure of AA isn’t 

failing in our Area. We have be reach out to all groups, including the small town meetings 

 

We have an awesome Area. It is small enough that we all can get around more easily. As Area 72, it was hard to even know 

whom our Delegate and other trusted servants were. Smaller groups couldn’t afford the time and expense of participating.  The 

assemblies were too gigantic. People were afraid to share and we lost a lot of discussion. Now as Area 92, we are small enough. 

Our Delegate has done a good job of getting around. We know the people who are our trusted servants. Districts feel they do 

have a voice. We are dong some good things and we should give ourselves credit for doing a good job. 

 

I had some positive experiences as a GSR. Being at the assembly in Libby meant so much – witnessing people working together 

for one purpose – to stay sober and carry the message. I don’t know if it was done right or wrong, only know that the feeling in 

that room made me know that I wanted to be a part of this. There may be some scheduling problems, but I have managed to at-

tend a lot of workshops. There is a lot of good things happening. It would be nice to get some more support in the districts to as-

sist in the committees and to get more people involved. 

 

Yes there is adequate time and opportunity to share. Sometimes we do shorten discussion. Sometimes the work we do here seems 

far-removed form talking to the drunk on the corner. However we wouldn’t have AA as it is without this structure. Friday night at 

the assembly is normally a GSR sharing time. Although an inventory is important, GSR sharing is also important. This decision 

was made by a group of trusted servants. There should have been more input into this decision. Hopefully it will be worth it.  

 

Whether of not there is adequate time is a direct reflection on whether or not the chairperson is doing his job. That is his responsi-

bility. Some people love to talk at the microphone. It appears he is doing an adequate job. 

 

Being involved in service gives us the opportunity to become charged with the spark that makes Alcoholics Anonymous alive in 

our day to day life. We see beyond our home group. Through the process of rotating the area meetings throughout our area, local 

people are exposed to that spark. One of the purposes of an area is to become the link between each individual member and get-

ting the feeling of knowing what it is like to be a part of AA as a whole. We are able to pass on the message to the still suffering 

alcoholic so much better if we truly believe in Alcoholics Anonymous. Area 92 has certainly played that role very well for a lot 

of us. 

 

The purpose of an area is to help us better carry the message to the still suffering drunk. We felt that when we became a new area 

we could do it better locally. Another purpose of an area is to help do the things that we can’t do as an individual or group or 

even district. We do have adequate time to share. If you hold in your heart what you want to say – you are cheating AA. The time 

is there. If we shorten discussion we cheat AA and we cheat the drunk. The opportunity is there to become informed about the 

traditions and the concepts and workshops are open to all to attend. 

 

The service structure of AA is an upside down triangle with the home groups at the top and World Services and GSO at the bot-

tom. Concept I states that the home groups hold the ultimate responsibility and authority for World Service. At some times it 

feels like the home group is being left out. In the last publication of our newsletter there was an article discussing Concept V and 

minority opinion and Right of Decision. The Area has its feet in both worlds. We have to trust our trusted servants but are we as 

an area, committed to the ultimate authority of the home group? 

 

The things that are exciting about being in service are the unity, fellowship, laughter and joy. The pre-assembly in Spokane was 

very disappointing. Considering the number of groups in Area 92, it was very poorly attended. 

 

We have grown from 16 districts to 21 districts. We must be doing something right. One of the hardest things to get used to is the 

apathy. We must take the responsibility to carry the message back to our home group and encourage participation. One thing that 

always brings people out is controversy, when things are going good participation is low. We have to remember that it is an in-

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 11) 
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side job and the ultimate authority is a loving God as he may express himself in our group conscience. 

 

There have been times when discussion has been cut off for expediency’s sake. Even in our home group meetings sharing is lim-

ited sometimes. We mustn’t cut off discussion just because we are tired or have heard it all before. Sometimes the same thing 

said over by a different voice is said in a way that we get it. 

 

There are a lot of activities in our Area. Since we have become Area 92 there are more districts, meetings, workshops, campouts 

and round-ups. We need a way to coordinate the information and scheduling of these events. One way could be an Area website. 

 

The home groups make the area. We must stir up the home groups. If a GSR attends without the true group conscience of his or 

her home group, then the larger voice of the area cannot reflect the conscience of the home groups. If your home group doesn’t 

care and wants you to make all of the decisions, insist that they have discussion about all of the issues. The area trusted servants 

are there to answer questions, but first you must ask the questions. 

 

The purpose of any group in AA is to help the still suffering alcoholic. The principle of service is important. We must make cer-

tain that when we vote on issues, especially money issues we are sure that the reason behind every action is to help that still suf-

fering alcoholic. 

 

The area helps me to understand something outside of myself. We can’t do it alone. We need a diverse cross section of friends 

and we have that here at the area.  

 

The area should address the border issue. Perhaps we could brainstorm and find a solution.  

 

One experience of ample time allowed was evident at the July quarterly when the website topic was discussed, There were and 

are a lot of issues and these were all discussed and discussed, 

 

Last year at this time we were about $3,500 over our working reserve. This year we are about the same amount under our work-

ing reserve. Are we, as an area, becoming complacent. To do the work of AA we must have contributions. That’s the spark. 

 

When we get sober in Alcoholics Anonymous, we are told to become the best person we can be. Once we become involved in 

General Service, do we become complacent? Do we do the work required to learn about our service position, the Traditions, Con-

cepts and our link to AA as a whole? We must remember to listen and not only share our opinions. An inventory is about fact-

finding and fear. Are we the best area we can be or are we becoming apathetic?  We can gain understanding from the things that 

have come out of this process to become a better area and understand what our area is all about. Let’s all work to improve. 

 

As an area we must take our inventory and squarely face all of those things we feel need improvement. We must do that so we 

can learn and grow. 

(Continued from page 10) 
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7-9  11th Annual Yakima Valley Roundup. Yakima Convention Center. 
  Contact Buzz B. 509.577.8283 or Tom Mott 509.453.4424. 
 
8  Speaker meeting, Peny D. 17 years, Vancouver, WA (There is a Solution) 8:00p, Masonic Temple, Pasco 
 
16  WSEA 92 Corrections/Treatment Workshop. Bridging the Gap. Districts 6 & 20. Yakima 
 
21-22 WSEA 92 Quarterly. Hosted by District 18. Ye Ole Town Hall, Main St., Waitsburg WA. Friday 1/21, 7-9p. 
  Sat. 1/22 8a-5p. Registration 7:30a. Contact Wendy K. 509.337.8327 or Ron G. 509.337.6475 
 
28-30 2nd Annual Okanogan Valley Winter Round-up. Cedars Inn Motel in Okanogan, WA. 7:00p Friday night start 
  Contact Bob M. 509.826.4246, Cactus Jack 509.826.4449, Vickie 509.826.4112, Dave S 509.826.3956, 
  Nick R 509.422.0304. Email: milerj@northcascades.net 
 
 
 
11-13 28th Annual North Shore Round-Up. Hyatt Regency Hotel, Vancouver BC. Contact: 604.878.4788, 
  www.northshoreroundup.com, info@nothshoreroundup.com. 
 
 
 
3-5  PRAASA. Hosted by Utah Area Committee. Ogden Marriott Hotel, 247 24th St., Ogden, UT. 84401 
  Contact: Donna O. 801.466.0621 or Patti W. 801.393.4029 
 
10-12 Northwest Pockets of Enthusiasm Round Up. Days Inn, Spokane, WA . For more information: 509.458.3929, 
  PO Box 8474 Spokane, WA 99203, Email nwpoe2000@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
22  Speaker Meeting, Polly P., 23 years, Los Angeles, CA (There Is A Solution), 8:00 PM, Masonic Temple,  

 Pasco 
 
 
 
 
 
29-30 AA International Convention. Minneapolis, Minnesota (Convention Center, Hubert H. Humphrey Metro dome, 
  Hilton, Hyatt and Regal Headquarter Hotels in Minneapolis. Pre-registration fee $85 before 5/15/00. For more 
  information visit the GSO web site at http://www.alcoholics-anonymous.org 
 
 
 
1-2  AA International Convention. Minneapolis, Minnesota 
 
8  Speaker Meeting, Vince Y., 27 years, Los Angeles, CA (There Is A Solution), 8:00 PM, Masonic Temple,  

 Pasco 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Washington State East Area 92 Assembly. Wenatchee, WA 

Calendar of Events 

May 2000 

June 2000 

January 2000 

February 2000 

March 2000 

April 2000 

July 2000 

August 2000 

September 2000 

October 2000 
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Alcoholics Anonymous  
WASHINGTON STATE EAST AREA 92 NEWSLETTER 

Area Position Name Address Phone Email 

Delegate Rusty Kidder 4203 N Normandie 
Spokane, WA 99205 

509-323-7898 rustyK47@aol.com 

Alt. Delegate Michael Bell 634 Valley Westside Rd 
Colville, WA 99114 

509-684-5778 mgbell@theofficenet.com 

Chair Woody Epp POB 638 
Waitsburg, WA 99361 

509-337-6549 woody@waitsburginternet.net 

Alt. Chair Rad Miller 1320 Terrace Court 
East Wenatchee, WA 98802 

509-884-5180 rmiller@televar.com 

Treasurer Don Helgeson POB 173 
Waitsburg, WA 99361 

509-337-6186 helgesd@wwics.com 

Alt. Treasurer Carol Wilbur RR #2 S5 C2 
Castlegar, BC V1N 3L4 

250-359-6652 cwilbur@netidea.com 

Archivist Richard Gregg 100 Paradise Lane 
Lenore, ID 83501 

208-836-5418  

Corrections Dale Siegmund 5306 Bristol Way Ct 
Yakima, WA 98908 

509-966-6803 dalesig@aol.com 

C. P. C. George Miller 159701 Wine Country Rd 
Rt.12 Hwy 
Prosser, WA 99350 

509-786-6932 my-const@quicktel.com 

GV. L. Robert King 5309 W Ridgecrest Dr 
Spokane, WA 99208 

509-467-3529  

Newsletter Jan Smith 6755 Desert View Dr 
West Richland, WA 99353 

509-967-5071 jann93@gte.net 

P. I. Gene Davis 1319 Elm 
Clarkston, WA 99403 

509-758-5486 gened@valint.net 

Secretary Gina Hoyt 3925 W Metaline 
Kennewick, WA 99336 

509-734-9799 ginah@iwon.com 

Treatment Dave McCallum 618 E 17th Ave 
Spokane, WA 99207 

509-838-4952 dmac2@gte.net 

Elected Officers 

Appointed Officers (Elect) 


