
GSRFFOOCCUUSS

I FIRST SAW GSRS IN ACTION at a
district meeting held in the local

Alano Club. I was intrigued by the
whole process. My home group
didn't have a GSR and I didn't real-
ize I could volunteer. I certainly
didn't mention it, because I didn't
feel qualified.

A few years passed and I
changed home groups. My new
group was smaller and had mem-
bers who'd been involved in dis-
trict work and as a result, they
ensured each and every one of us
had jobs, e.g., secretary, treasurer,
keeper of the keys and GSR. All of
us rotated positions and eventual-
ly, I think everyone else had taken
a turn at being GSR. So I was
given the task.

By this time I had a somewhat
better idea of what service work
was about. I understood that once
a year the GSR traveled to exotic
places like Yakima, Lewiston,
Kennewick and Everett. Prior to
these trips, the GSR would bring
before the home group motions to
be voted on that dealt with such
issues as buying computers,
whether or not the Area was going
to split, and what the new Area
would be called. And like the
good little home group member I 

(continued on page 5)
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BARELY SOBER AND LOOKING pri-
marily to get some relief from

the compulsion that plagued my
every waking moment, I encoun-
tered in AA something called
“GSR.”

There was a young man in my
home group who stood up at
each meeting when announce-
ments were asked for and identi-
fied himself as “GSR.” He would
then present updates from the
district committee and informa-
tion from the central office about
what else was going on in AA
outside of our small group.

I listened intently for some-
thing I could comprehend, but to
no avail. I simply could not
understand the subjects and
issues he was talking about. But
then, neither did I yet compre-
hend something called "How It
Works," which was handed to me
each night as I walked through
the door to read at the start of the
meeting. That was twenty years
ago, and little did I know that the
young GSR's presence at each of
those meetings would set the
pace for me to follow in service.

Though I served coffee,
helped set up the room, and
eventually began chairing meet

(continued on page 6) 

T HERE IS A YORUBA PROVERB that says,
“If we stand tall, it is because we stand on
the backs of those who came before us.”
Nowhere is this more true than among the

membership of Alcoholics Anonymous, about
whom it might be said that, “If we stand at all, it
is because of those who were here when we
came through the door.”

Just as the miracle of recovery is passed
from old-timer to newcomer, so the legacy of AA
service is handed down across generations.The
three stories in this special section were random-
ly solicited and selected, yet share a common
theme: that, while AA service may at first seem
confusing and even intimidating, we always find
someone more experienced and willing to help
us learn what we need to be useful.

Does GSR
Stand for “Get
Some Relief?”Fear Yields to

Helping Hands,
Finding Friends

THE SUGGESTED QUALIFICATIONS for a
General Service Representative are

listed on p. S24 of the AA Service
Manual.When I first began serving as
a GSR, I met one of those qualifica-
tions: I had time available to attend
district meetings and area assemblies.

(continued on page 15) 

Slipping 
Into Service
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Well the closer it gets to the
October Assembly the
more I begin to think

about all that has gone on in my
service life for the past 16 years.
From GSR to delegate:What an
experience.

The first Assembly I went to was
so large it was so overwhelming that
I hardly can explain the feelings I
had that weekend. As we argued
over computers I wondered if this
was really where I belonged.
However the overwhelming urge to
belong to this bigger thing kept me
coming back. Because I stayed I
learned more about service in AA
and how General Service really fits
into the big picture.

Since then I have attended an
International Convention, several
PRAASAs and PNCs, and Forums in
several Areas and every Assembly
since 1990. I have traveled to carry
your message to New York two times
and attended a January Board meet-
ing.

Each and every one of those
events I thought was the best yet and

now I get to look forward what I
don’t know but I am sure my Higher

Power has something in mind and as
usual I will find out what it is when
and only when it is time.

Area 92 will host a Forum in 2008
and I so look forward to helping with
the hosting of that event. All of us
should attend a Forum in our Area.
They only come around once in a
very long time and we are lucky to
have been given the bid at the last
conference.

All of you please talk about the
Forum and how it can benefit us all
and give each of us a better under-
standing of how AA really works. It is
hard to tell who will be here from
GSO but there will be staff members
and trustees and chances to be
involved in panels and presenta-
tions.

Get your registrations for the
Assembly sent in as soon as possible
I look forward to seeing you all in
Lewiston.

In Love and Service,
Mike

the Delegate’s mike

Regional Forum Will
Bring Variety of AA
Staffers to Area
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Area 92 will host a
Forum in 2008. All

of us should
attend a Forum in

our Area. They
only come around

once in a very
long time.

�

�

Regional Forums originated in 1975
at the suggestion of the late Chair
Emeritus of the General Service
Board of Trustees, Dr. Jack Norris as
weekend sharing sessions designed
to improve communication and par-
ticipation among AA service workers
in a region, the General Service
Board, AA World Services, the Grape-
vine, and the General Service Office.

Four Regional Forums are held
each year. Since the U.S./Canada

service structure is composed of
eight regions, a Regional Forum may
be held in alternate years in a par-
ticular region on a rotating basis.

The location and agenda for a
Regional Forum are decided jointly
by the Regional Trustee, Area
Delegates and GSO. The responsibil-
ity for direct contact with the hotel is
assumed by a local AA host contact
working with the Regional Forums
Coordinator and Regional Trustee.
The Regional Forums Coordinator at
GSO distributes registration forms
and invitations to groups and service
workers through the region and,

working with the Host Contact and
Regional Trustee, coordinates the
details of the Forum.

A region may request a Special
Forum which has fewer participants
from the boards and staff over short-
er time periods. Special Forums
require the approval of the trustees’
Committee on International Conven-
tions/Regional Forums. They may be
designed for remote, sparsely popu-
lated or urban areas. The Regional
Forums Coordinator works closely
with the Regional Trustee and Host
Contact tailoring each agenda to
local needs.

Background and
Minutia on Forums
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Well, here it is August and
I’m finalizing a good por-
tion of stuff for the October

Assembly. I was struggling for a
topic this month and then inspiration
struck. I read AA comes of Age. I
seem to read this book, as well as
“Dr. Bob and the Good Old-timers”
and “Pass It On” at least once during
each of my service rotations and I
found this year is no exception. I am
always amazed at how much more I
appreciate these books the longer I
am in service and the gratitude and
awe I have for those who have gone
before. So this month’s article is on
Service.

This time I really appreciated the
talks on the Three Legacies at the
20th Anniversary and Convention in
1955. It was there the 5-year experi-
ment of the Conference became the
confirmed way of World Service. It
was there, Bill, handed over the reins
and guardianship of AA to the
Conference. Some of the most amaz-
ing talks happened at this conven-
tion and the one that really touched
me this week is the talk on the Third
Legacy.

What are the Legacies?
Recovery, Unity and Service. On
page 140 of “Alcoholics Anonymous
Comes of Age,” there is a portion
that talks about Service and I would
like to share it with you today.

Yet some of us are still a bit
confused about AA’s Third Legacy.
We still ask, Just what is this Third
Legacy business anyhow? And just
how much territory does ‘service
action’ take in?

The answer is simple. An A.A.
service is anything whatever that

legitimately helps us to reach fel-
low sufferers. As we have seen the
Twelfth Step call is the greatest of
AA’s service. But the publicity that
caused the prospect to get in
touch with us, the car we rode in,
the gasoline we paid for, and the
cups of coffee we bought him-all
of these aids were necessary to
make our call possible and effec-
tive. And this is only the start. Our
services involve meeting places,
hospital cooperation, Intergroup
offices, and pamphlets and books.
Services can require committees,
delegates, trustees, and confer-
ences. They include small volun-
tary money contributions so that
the group, the area, and AA as a
whole can function. They range all
the way from the cup of coffee up
to AA’s General Service
Headquarters for national and
international action. The sum of
all these services is AA’s Third
Legacy. Such services are utterly
necessary to AA’s existence and
growth.Yearning for simplicity, we
often wonder if we could not do
any with many of AA’s present
services.Would it be wonderful to
have no bother, no politics, no
expense, and no responsibility!
But this is only a dream about
simplicity; it would not be sim-
plicity in fact.Without its essential
services, AA would soon become
a formless, confused and irre-
sponsible anarchy.

Regarding any particular
service, we need to ask only one
question: is this or that service
really needed?  If it is not, then let
it be eliminated. But if it is need-
ed, then maintain it we must or

fail in our mission to those who
want and see AA. For twenty years
now we AA.’s have been trying to
determine what are needed serv-
ices and what are not.

The beauty of service work is
that the opportunities are endless,
the ways we can provide service
whether at the home group level, the
district level, the Area level and at
World Services.What I have to ask
myself is, am I open to new ways,
new ideas. Is there a better way of
doing something to carry the mes-
sage? Am I willing to look, am I will-
ing to listen to my Higher Power
when it comes to my own carrying
the message. Am I willing to let the
group conscience decide on how to
carry the message at District and
Area. Am I willing to bring forward
new ideas to my District? Am I will-
ing to bring forward new ideas to
Area?

What I love about this topic is
that it is just as relevant today as it
was in the 1950’s. If we, AA’ers see
the need for a service, am I willing
today, to ensure that service is there.
Am I willing to ensure we have the
money to carry out that service. Am I
willing to sacrifice my time to ensure
that there is a person that open the
doors, to answer the phones, to listen
when someone needs to talk?

Thank you one and all, which
give of their time and of themselves
to provide service to their home
groups, their districts and this Area.
It’s awe inspiring to be of service in
this Area.

Sharon T.
Area chair

on the air: Area 92 Chair

Service in AA:
Timeless, Endless,
Or Both?
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Hello Area 92,
By now you may have heard
of a GSR School. Here is a

little history of the GSR School. The
idea for a GSR School has been
bouncing around the WSEA 92 for
several years. Even to the point that
a GSR School Workbook has been
circulating the area. It is my under-
standing that this Workbook was
originally from California Northern
Coastal Area 6. Oregon Area 58 has
used this Workbook for several
years.

I first learned about the GSR
School in Oregon by talking to their
Alt-Delegate at the Oregon Fall
Assembly a couple of years ago. He
gave me a brief rundown of how
they did it in Oregon and told me
their workbook was on the their
Web site. This is the workbook we
are now using in Area 92. It has
been edited and reformatted to fit
the needs of Area 92.

I brought the idea of GSR
School up at the July Quarterly in
Colville in 2004. The GSRs at that
roundtable liked the idea of a GSR
school so I told them I would take
the steps to get it going.

I found a couple of GSRs in my
district who were interested and we
set to work. We got the workbook
and began reformatting it. We set a
date in Oct. 2004 for the first GSR
School. It was held in Spokane at
the Alano Club. It was a hit with
those who attended. We gave a
report at the Fall Assembly in

Sunnyside saying that all a district
had to do to have a GSR School in
their district was give an invitation
to the GSR Shcool Committee. It
wasn’t long before we got several
invitations and GSR School was off
and running.

A GSR School committee was
formed at the Spring Assembly in
Richland. This committee, like the
original GSR School, came out of
the GSR Roundtable on Friday night
at the Assembly. As Alt-Delegate I
agreed to keep coordinating the
GSR Schools and help the commit-
tee get up and running.

The GSR School Committee met
in Yakima this past July and had
some great ideas and discussions
about keeping the GSR School

going in a consistent and uniform
matter. A motion was drafted that
the GSR School Committee feels
would accomplish this. The motion
with background that will include
some of the history of GSR school
that I have included in this article
will be presented at the Fall
Assembly in Lewiston. So there 
you have it: a short history of 
GSR School in WSEA 92.

Yours in service,
Dave

on the air: Area Delegate Alternate

GSR School:
Brief History of a
Fairly New Program

The GSR School
Committee had

some great ideas
about keeping

GSR School going
... and a motion
was drafted to

accomplish this.

�

�

(continued from page 1)

Fear Yields to Friendship
was, I figured the GSR had all the
answers and what were they and I'll
go along with what they said.

So I got elected. And I missed
the first district meeting. But I had a
really good reason for missing: I was
frightened to death of new experi-
ences. The second district meeting
came and went. I think I stubbed my
toe the night before.

Finally, after six months of let-
ting fear get in the way of doing my
job, I got the courage to attend the
meeting.What made me change?
Well, after missing the second dis-
trict meeting, our DCM, Carol W.,
started phoning me the night before
district meetings. She would say
“Hi,” ask how I was doing and men-
tion that she would love to see 
me there tomorrow.

(continued on page 6)
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This report is going to be brief.
I signed the papers along with
my fiance today for the pur-

chase of our new home (my first
house ever!). I’m in the middle of
boxing up my entire house, and Rob
is finishing up with his. All of this has
been made possible by Alcoholics
Anonymous and God, and I am SO
grateful. And I am exhausted.

I am in communication with the
host committee for the January quar-
terly, and they are looking forward to
hosting our area meeting in
Spokane.

Please pre-register if possible
for the Fall Election Assembly in
Lewiston, ID. Registration flyers are
on the website, www.area92aa.org
The agenda for the fall assembly has

almost been finalized. The commit-
tee for the Fall 2006 Assembly has
found a site and is meeting monthly
to keep planning. That’s all the
updates I have for you as alt Chair. I
look forward to being in our new
home soon, and getting to rest up a
little in September.
In service,
Robin K. Ota

on the air: Area Alternate Chair 

Host Committees
Working Well As
Deadlines Near

(continued from page 1)

GSR: “Get Some Relief?”
ings, it would be another two years
before a new home group I had
since joined elected me to the posi-
tion of General Service
Representative, or “GSR.” I still had
no idea what was expected of me
and many others I asked were
unable to help. They just said I had
to go to assemblies and report back
to them what I heard. That sounded
simple enough.

But something was missing.
When I listened to others at these
assemblies, I began to realize there
was a lot more to this sobriety stuff
than what I heard at meetings. They
talked about issues affecting AA as a
whole, of communications with oth-
ers, about funding the service struc-
ture of AA all the way to New York,
and serving the still-suffering alco-
holic.What about my home group?

It was not long before my home
group replaced me with a new GSR-
just about the time I was beginning
to get the hang of it. But there was
still something missing.What was

this service structure people kept
talking about? How could I learn
more? My sponsor at the time said
more would be revealed.

Sometime later, after moving to
another community and establishing
myself in a new home group, I was
asked to be the group's GSR. I met
someone with many years experi-

ence serving a home group and dis-
trict, and who held positions on the
area committee while continuing to
serve at the group level when need-
ed. I learned how to follow in the
footsteps of another who placed the
importance of recovery in Alcoholics
Anonymous first in their lives and in
the lives of others. —Tom S.

(continued from page 5)

Fear Yields to Friendship
When I finally got to my first dis-

trict meeting, I was warmly
received. Carol came up and intro-
duced herself, gave me an agenda,
explained a bit of what was going to
happen. I looked around and I knew
some of the people and they all
came over and said hello.

Carol made a point of coming to
me after the meeting and answered
any questions I had. I had a hard
time thinking up any questions,
because it was all so new, but I
knew I would never miss another
District meeting. It was one of the
best experiences I ever had, and it
gave me a sense of being part of AA 

that has never left me to this day.
One last word of wisdom that

Carol gave me. She said by the time
I finish my two-year term as GSR, I
would finally know how to do the
job. And again, she was right. I
found that to be true with all the AA
jobs I've taken over the years. And
with each one, I've grown as a per-
son.What a gift! —Sharon T.

GSRFFOOCCUUSS
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District 15
Greetings from District 15. My name
is Mo and I am an alcoholic and the
Alternate DCM. I have just returned
from the Friday Nite Rebels Hog
Heaven Campout here in our district
and it was a joy to spend 4 days with
my fellow alcoholics.What’s happen-
ing here is this. Our DCM, Mary S.
has moved to Chattaroy and we miss
her already. She has been our Rock
and our Friend for many years.
While Chattaroy is not so far away,
we miss her nevertheless. Not unlike
other districts, we are struggling to
get district positions filled. But we
keep meeting monthly with the faith
that our Higher Power has a plan for
us.We continue to keep our weekly
jail meeting going and the phone on
as well as printing our schedules in
keeping with our promise to always
have the hand of AA there for those
that need us. Looking forward to the
Assembly in October.We continue to
plan the April 2006 Assembly and
things are coming together with help
from our Higher Power. Thanks for
my sobriety.
In love and service,
Mo

District 23
Burt B. was an original, a one-of-a-
kind guy who showed us how to have
fun in sobriety. He was 72 years old
and 17 years sober when he died of
cancer on August 12, 2005. A part-
time resident of Chelan, Seattle, and
Phoenix, Burt loved fast cars and was
known to race his power boat the
entire 60 miles up Lake Chelan to
Stehekin in less than an hour.

Several of us traveled from the
Chelan Valley to Seattle to pay our
respects to him at an Aug. 19 memo-
rial service at Bethany Lutheran
Church near Green Lake. Recalling
how Burt would hand out sticks of
red cinnamon chewing gum, friends
of his passed baskets of red gum
around the sanctuary, inviting every-
one to take a stick and chew it in
remembrance of him.

Burt’s exuberance energized
roomfuls of people. He knew how to
make people laugh and heartily
laughed with them. He was an enthu-
siastic AA who enjoyed fellowship
meetings and lunches. He fought his
cancer fervently, but death came
swiftly, within three months of when
his illness was diagnosed.We will
miss him greatly, but we are thankful
that his suffering is at an end.

We may hold a memorial obser-
vance in his honor at our annual fam-
ily and friends’ get-together on Aug.
27 at the new PUD Chelan Falls Park.
All are welcome to attend the gath-
ering from noon to 8 p.m. Feel free to
bring personal watercraft, volley-
balls, horseshoes, etc., as well as
food for the potluck. Following the
potluck at 5:30 p.m., we will honor
all August AA birthday people.

Because of the Labor Day week-
end, the District 23 GSR meeting
normally held on the first Sunday of
the month has been rescheduled to
coincide with the Aug. 27 picnic. The
district’s general service representa-
tives and officers will meet at the
park at 2 p.m. that day.

Happy birthday to Craig M. (17
years in August) and Sue H. (20

years in August)!
Yours in service,
Laurie S., District 23 Secretary 

District 10
The Cle Elum group held their

annual BBQ/speaker meeting on
August 13. There was a big crowd
and lots of food, plus live music, and
a wonderful speaker named Rob H.
from Ellensburg. Robin O. from
Ellensburg also spoke. I believe that
a good time was had by all!

District 10 elected Duane M. to
be its new Literature/Grapevine
Chair, so thank you Duane for step-
ping forward for this vital service.
The district is in the middle of dis-
cussing if/how to fund the alternate
DCM to any/some/all of the Area
meetings. Stay tuned for future news.

We are still hoping for local AA
members to make themselves avail-
able for the district service positions
of Social Committee Chair and
Schedule Coordinator.We will hold
elections for these two at our next
district meeting on Aug. 28 at 5pm.

District 10 will hold its annual
BBQ/Softball game on September
11, 2005 at Kiwanis Park in
Ellensburg at noon. Come join us if
you’re in town.

Birthdays for July: Dan S-14 yrs,
Chuck R-2 yrs, Jeff Mc-2yrs, Carolyn-
1year, Richard-90 days, Tracy-90
days, Karen-90 days, Pete B-1year,
Bill M-6 mos, Perry- 6 months, and
Jason and Stephanie N- both cele-
brated 4 years, and Marilyn and Tom
T- also both with 4 years. Happy
sobriety to all! 

(continued on page 8)

From Around the Area

district

news is

on the air...
Oops!  We missed District 18’s
monthly reports for May and
June and are publishing them
now. Apologies to Ron and crew!



District 18
JUNE - We had our monthly Dist Mtg.
on 6-5. I was not in attendance as we
had a wedding to go to. Boy, sure is
amazing how responsible one gets
when you get sober. Gotta LOVE IT!
Birthdays are as follows: Carol W., 1
Yr., Louie M., 3 yrs., Brad, 13 Yrs.,
Shane, 30 Days, Beth K., 11 Mos. &
Michelle B., 30 Days. TOOO Kool!
The Touchet Valley Outdoor Round
Up (Pig Party) was a huge success.
Had real good time except for aller-
gies.Weather cooperated. I saw
LOTS of Red skin. Ouch! Seems like
everyone had a good time. All the
volunteers did a Stand Up job!
THANKS too all of you! Tuccannon
Camp Out is coming up Fathers Day.
Other ones are in the planning. More
will be revealed as it happens. Rod
D. is our new H & I Rep. He’ll be
working in conjunction with the VA
Hosp. shuttling Vets to & from meet-
ing. A much needed service. Thanks
Rod. Not much else going on here. If
you’re bored with nothing too do,
come out to a Waitsburg, Dayton or
Prescott Meeting, we’ll leave the
lights on & the coffee will be hot!

MAY - We had our monthly busi-
ness meeting on 5-1. I need to first
update last months (April) birthdays.
Susan M., 5 Yrs., Todd W., 21 Yrs.,
Beth K., 9 Months, Michelle B., 5
Months, Tom D., 5 yrs., Fred, 17 Yrs.
This months Birthdays are, Carol W.,
1 Yr., Travis, 6 Months, & Annette H.
with7 Yrs. There’s talk of getting a
Campout going sometime soon.
Happy A. mentioned at Mon. Night
meeting that himself & some other
sober friends were trying to put
together a “Real” campout out of
Dayton. No R.V’s Travel Trailers &
you have to carry in everything you
need. Huh, I wonder how well that’ll
be attended, although it sounds
kinda like hunting camp. Sounds

good to me. Twisted Sisters Group is
also planning a Women’s Campout
this summer. More will be revealed
as it becomes known. It was men-
tioned that our Dist. Inventory was
voted out & opted to have a work-
shop / roundtable type meeting to
do the inventory. Attendance seems
to be picking up a bit. That’s always
a good thing.The Pig Roast is coming
up Memorial Day Weekend. Should
be well attended. As more activities
become known, I’ll pass them along.
‘Til next time...Taa Taa!
YIS, Ron F.

District 6
This has been a trying time for
District 6 as we have lost more of our
people. Don Cort has passed, taking
his final Third Step, as has Tom Mott.
Both of these men had cancer.
Perhaps a moment of silence to
remember those who have gone on,
and follow that with the Serenity
Prayer.

Our district is functioning very
well; the summer activities are com-
ing to a close. The fireside meeting
had its last outdoors meeting until
next summer. And the bashes in the
park will be moving to inside dances
and speakers. Be watching for the
Early Bird Speaker Meeting—the
next one will be in December. FYI,
the others will be in March, June and
September, the third Saturday of the
month.

The KASDGC Golf Tournament
will be held Oct.1, 2005. Tee-off is at
11:00 am with a steak dinner follow-
ing. It’s a one-day tourney this year,
with lots of trophies and prizes.
Come on down, we need you!

There is talk of a “Grass Mash” in
the spring or summer, and a couple
of groups are talking about putting
on an “old-timers workshop.” This
will probably take place later in the
year or early next year.

Perry C., our Alternate DCM, has
been very ill but is recovering.
Stacey stepped up and continued
with the planning for the Standing
Committees workshop. Thank you,
Stacey.

We are going to be having a GSR
Workshop here, as groups are look-
ing to be changing GSRs, and Perry
will be stepping in as the new DCM.
Wade is doing a wonderful job and
has worked hardat bringing the dis-
trict together and getting support for
the district. A job well done.We will
have a busy fall and winter. Stay
tuned.
In service,

Peggy L. Mosshart

District 12
Greetings from District 12, where it
has been a sad time in the loss of a
long-time member. Paul Waller died
on August 8, and participated in
both the Omak/Okanogan and
Methow Valley AA. Paul would have
celebrated his 14th year of sobriety
on August 18, but we know one
thing: he made it! Sober until the
end. And all of us who knew him and
heard his message were blessed,
thus, there is much peace and grati-
tude in his passing, even with a great
sense of loss. Our DCM, Diana M.,
also had a serious health scare in
July and we are glad she has fully
recovered! To business, District 12
will hold our next GSR meeting on
September 11 at the Rock Church in
Okanogan. That meeting location
was, out of necessity, dropped quite
some time ago but everyone is glad
to be back since it holds many fond
memories and a strong history of
sobriety for so many of us. That is
also the weekend of the Okanogan
County Fair, so if in town, stop by
and see us!
Respectfully submitted,
Tara Simmons
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district news
...is on the air!



What stands in our way of a
productive life in sobriety
and effective communica-

tion with the rest of the world? 
The big book of Alcoholics

Anonymous describes “resentment”
as the number one offender, and
states that it destroys more alco-
holics than anything else. In dealing
with resentments, we set them on
paper.We listed with whom we were
angry.

Where the word fear somehow
touches about every aspect of our
lives.Well, how does fear prevent us
from effective communications with
others? How does fear prevent us
from communicating with the profes-
sional community? Are we afraid
they might find we are alcoholic?
That our innermost secrets will be
revealed? That they somehow as pro-
fessionals are of a different status?
That they will look down on us as
alcoholics? This may be true for
some, but when we have asked for
its removal, we commence to out-
grow fear and become more effec-
tive communicators.

We do not need an educated
expertise when communicating with
the professional community. They
deal with people like us every day.
A.A. groups have welcomed many
new members from court programs
and treatment facilities. Some come
voluntarily. There are those too who
find us through the medical world
and the professionals who reside
there. Others have come to the doors
of A.A. by way of the clergy.

The real question in my mind is
whether we keep them abreast of
who we are and where to find us.We
do this by keeping current meeting
schedules available in their facili-
ties, by making available literature
for those in contact with others who

have or are suspected of having a
problem and providing information
on Alcoholics Anonymous to anyone
new to A.A. or referring people to
A.A.

Many newspapers provide daily
listings of current events including
meeting time and locations. It is
important for us to maintain a work-
ing relationship with such publica-
tions so that the constantly changing
schedule is updated regularly. There
are central offices available and tele-
phone answering services support-
ed by local districts and groups.
Many of us feel more comfortable
talking in front of groups but we
might remember that our primary
purpose is to carry our message of
recovery to the alcoholic seeking
help. There is much to be said about
the vast amounts of literature avail-
able to us in this program consisting
of pamphlets, guidelines, videos and
a catalog of materials available from
A.A.World Services, Inc. (to be
saved for another time).

Tom Shropshire,
Your CPC Chairperson 

Hi all. I am an alcoholic and my
name is Kitti. Not much going
on in my little piece of the

earth. Summer almost gone. I am
looking forward to seeing you all at
the Assembly.

I am still getting donations
mailed to me. Here is the correct
address to send them to

WSEA92 P.O. Box 354 Yakima Wa
98907. That’s all I have other than,
“Money came in. Money went out.
We have money left.” Also I have
ordered the headsets for the transla-
tions chair.

Please if you have any donations
to send, now would be the time to
send them. Please don’t think that you
have to have a large amount . It only
costs $5.50 for a big book. Any and
all donations gratefully accepted.
Yours in service,
Kitti

Hi all. I am sending you this
update to let you all know
where we are financially.

After I pay for the newsletter
expenses. totaling $964.74 (for 4
months), and the area lodging for
the Assembly ($1518.00). we will
have $724.00 left. I received 7 head-
sets in the mail today. They cost us
$536.50 (paid for already). I will
bring them to the Assembly. People,
if you would  please mention in your
home group the need to send dona-
tions, if your group has not sent in
yet. Thank you.Yours in service,
Kitti
P.S.We will be having a finance com-
mittee meeting on Friday night, Any
and all of you are welcome. I would
like to have as much input as possi-
ble,We will be coming up with next
years budget.
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Cooperation With
The Professional Community

Can Character Defects
Stifle Communication?

Area Treasurer 

What Flows
In Must 
Flow Out

(continued from page 1)

Sobriety in Service 
I was elected GSR in the spring

of 2000 and have vague recollec-
tions of attending district meetings
and even of being elected district
treasurer later that year. But alco-
holism slyly convinced me to take
that first drink in April of the follow-
ing year. I went on my last drunk for
about three weeks, and now consid-
er April 24, 2001 my sobriety date.

When I got sober, there were 

(continued on page 15) 
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Minutes of Area 92
Pre-Conference Assembly
April 8–10, 2005 - Richland, WA

Opened the Assembly with a prayer.
The 12 Tra-ditions read in Spanish by
Eloy; 12 Concepts read in Spanish by
Jose. Permission to record was grant-
ed.

There was a motion from the floor
to set aside reports until Sunday or to
set aside the agenda.There was a dis-
cussion of the reasons for and against
the motion. A consensus of the room
was to move on and motion was failed
by the body.

We welcomed a new District (24)
to Area 92.Their DCM is Alejandro R.
and they have six groups around the
Kennewick area.We thank you for let-
ting us into the Area.

OFFICERS’ REPORTS (All reports are
in the Archives as they were written.) 

Delegate Mike McM. I have the
absolute honor of serving Area 92 as
the Panel 54 Delegate to the General
Service Conference. April 13 I will
celebrate 16 years and Patsy celebrat-
ed 17 years on the 6th. My thanks to
Dave McC. our Alternate Delegate
and Sharon T. our Chair.

Alternate Delegate Dave McC. I
attended PRAASA, 3 GSR Schools,
District 23, and the meeting to form
District 24.The GSR School has been
a good thing for our area.There were
concerns that the school was not Area
approved and we talked about that
issue.There are now GSRs who are
willing to help out with the school.We
will see how this school will function
in the future.

Treasurer Kitti P. Money came in
Money went out, we have Money left.
Kittis financial report is attached in the
archived report. Income was
$8,985.99. $500 of that was seed
money that came in.Total expenses
were $ 9,312.12.We have a negative
balance of $326.13 for this first quar-
ter. On March 1st. we had $6,347.88,
we had a carryover from the forth
quarter of 2004. Handbooks are for
sale they cost $6.00.

Alternate Treasurer Dale S. Passed
out my report it shows which groups
donated during this quarter (1ST.

quarter 05).Total donations were
$8,985.99. Prudent reserve money is
not there yet.We had $6,674.01 car-
ried over from 2004.

Chair Sharon T. One thing we do
well as Area Chair is prepare our
Delegate for Conference. One thing
we dont do as well is communicate
within the Area, but we are improving.
My first assembly was in 1997 and I
have grown so much since then.
Communication is the most important
thing we do.The GSRs last night held
roundtable discussions and the DCMs
also did the same thing.There secre-
taries recorded what was said and
their minutes will be presented later.
When we rotate out next years the
incoming GSRs and DCMs will see
what the issues are that we had.We
have changed the DCM report form,
we report on what our activities have
been and that is good.What we dont
talk about are the issues that we face,
what our opportunities are, so we are
doing that with this new form.
Woodrow will look at them and com-
pile a report as to what you are seeing
in your districts and will pass that
along, so we can improve communica-
tion.There are so many things that we
can look at and certainly hope we can
focus on carrying the message better
in Area 92.

Alternate Chair Robin O. I was
privileged to be able to attend the
Pacific Regional AA Service Assembly
(what we most often refer to as
PRAASA) in Tucson, AZ. Last month.
What an educational and supportive
event for anyone and everyone in
Alcoholics Anonymous! I got to sit
with 14 other Area Chairs and their
Alternate Chairs and talk about what
we do here as your servants.The dif-
ferent ways that other Areas do their
business; once monthly, some have
four assemblies, and I was just
astounded I couldnt figure how they
make that work.They were astounded
that we are only having two assem-
blies a year. It was really a great expe-
rience and I was happy to be there for
Area 92. My responsibility as a stand-
ing Host Committee Member, that
means that; all of you who are going to
host a quarterly or assembly, I am on
your committee wither you know it or
not. It comes with the title of my job. It

is going really well now. If you need
help please call and I will come and
be of as much help as I can.

Secretary Woodrow W. We have
new DCM report form, new motions
need to be in by noon with two
copies, there is a box for suggestions
of what you like or don’t like.The new
handbook has everything in it this
time. Area Directory changes are my
job, please put these changes in my
box and they will get in the directory.

Archives Mike B. On March 19th,
the archives held a workshop in Post
Falls, Idaho. District archivists from 8
Districts were there plus 2 Steering
Committee Members and a few just
interested in archives.We held some
discussions on how to take personal
and group histories.The proper ways
to procedures for the use of coverings
for books and other materials.We also
showed the video Markings on the
journey. I felt that the workshop went
off really well considering that there
was a combined quarterly in Lewiston
the same day. I would like to thank
District 8 they hosted the workshop,
and they did a fabulous job. If you
were unable to attend that one, we are
going to have another workshop
probably this time next year.We had
about half of the district archivists
there, it was a long way for some to
come and I understand that. I am
going to try to move the workshop
over to side of the map a little bit. In
September we are planning a work-
day at the repository in Pullman,WA.
There is an awful lot of material that
needs to be sorted and inventoried,
so if anyone is willing to help out just
show up and we will put you to work.
In January 2006 there will be three
openings on the Archives Steering
Committee. If anyone is interested in
serving on this committee; it is a non-
funded 4-year term, I would like to
have resumes prior to the October
Assembly so that we can go through
them and choose three new members
for that committee.The Area 92 dis-
play is available to any A.A. function,
just contact me and we will be there.

Grapevine & Literature Paula T. I
have the pleasure of being your Area
Grapevine and Literature chair, and of
course Im an Alcoholic. By the grace
of God and the rooms of AA, I was
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able to celebrate fifteen years on
March 26th.The Home group
Heartbeat of AA is being updated and
will be released in May. All of the
books put out by GSO are going to go
up by $1.00 in July; the only one that is
not going is the Big Book because it
has already gone up by $1.00. AAWS
has approved a service charge on all
orders, so now you will have a 10% or
$3.00 minimum for anything under
$250.00. Smaller groups and districts
can go together or let the Area
Literature person know they can help.
I did get to the Standing Committee
meeting in March. Literature will have
a workshop in June in Chelan, so if
your district has Literature person
have them come and we will do some
fun stuff. June 18th is the date in
Chelan.

Cooperation with the Professional
Community. Tom S. I attended
PRAASA this year in Tucson, AZ. and
had the good fortune of participating
in a PI/CPC workshop which included
others involved in this service activity
from all of the western states includ-
ing ALASKA and HAWAII.We talked
about new PSAs and videos for young
people.The need for how the current
ones were outdated and really are not
complimentary to their lifestyle today.
We talked about technology use, web-
sites, emails, and TV.We talked about
panels, tabling, letters, and direct con-
tact methods to professionals.We
talked about communications with
professionals and how we do that.We
talked about how we chair luncheons.
We talked about service volunteerism
and community.Then on the 19th of
March we had the combined quarterly
in Lewiston and I want to again thank
those who participated, we had a
great turn out.We talked about how
we share and how we approach pro-
fessionals.We talked about sharing
one on one.We talked about the need
for pamphlets for the criminal justice
system. In talking about the criminal
justice system Im am also talking
about judges, attorneys.We talked
about the need for a video for profes-
sionals and that goes along with our
concerns as to whether or not the pro-
fessionals understand us or not.We
also talked about the content and
review of the C.P.C. workbook/kit.

How do we take the message to those
in our community, and are we doing a
good job of this? Literature racks need
to be filled with current literature.We
need people for the booth..

Treatment Michael B. Attended
Area combined 1/4ly in Lewiston 3/19
quite informative. Discussed locally
conference agenda items pertaining
to Treatment.

Corrections Clint H. March 19 I had
the privilege of attending and chair-
ing the Combined Standing
Committee Quarterly in Lewiston, ID.
About 40 members were in atten-
dance.We enjoyed various discus-
sions of the up coming Conference
agenda items. I believe we were suc-
cessful in communicating the con-
science of the attendees to our Area
Delegate, Mike McM. I received some
literature orders while I was there and
am processing them at this time; I am
willing to take more today if there are
any. I was made aware of some prob-
lems with our Bridge Program mail-
box, those have been corrected.The
mail should actually go through now.

Public Information Karen K. First, I
want to thank the committee for this
appointment. Its a great pleasure to
be a part of Area Service again. At the
Area Quarterly I was able to get 3 or 4
names of District PIs. In December I
met with the committee to work out an
event Calendar so we all could pencil
the dates in for the committee meet-
ing.We had our first Standing
Committee quarterly in Lewiston on
March 19th; the host committee did a
great job.Thanks Jamie. I made a short
presentation about sending out emails
to those I had (P.I.s) to remind them to
come to the quarterly. At that time I
gave the Conference agenda items
that we would be discussing. It was a
good quarterly, and once I over my
first time jitters I had a great time lis-
tening to all of the input from the
members. Most of the time was sent
on the C.P.C. items. In July we will
have an all Standing Committees
meeting in Chelan.We will also be in
Colville on November19th as a com-
bined committee meeting. I will be
attending the International in Toronto
with Earl in June. I was privileged to
speak at the one in Minneapolis in
2000, it was a great experience. I am

available to the districts to come and
speak about PI and if you can arrange
it, maybe Tom will come also.

Newsletter Phil M. Published 4
more issues. Uploaded BW & Color
copies to area92aa.org.Translated,
printed, and uploaded La Edicion
Bilingue and distributed it at Spring
Assembly. Mailing 400 pieces month-
ly. 50 % of districts send monthly
reports, 30% regular contributors,
there will be a newsletter workshop
July 16 at the quarterly in Wenatchee. I
have been getting a lot of support
from Dave and Rad on the database
for the mailing labels.We have no
returns in the last four months.Your
minutes may help some other district
find a solution to one of their prob-
lems, try it and see. Part of the func-
tion of the Newsletter is communica-
tions between each other.Thank you
for your support and keep those cards
and letters coming folks. I have a copy
of the translated newsletter for each of
the Bi-Lingual districts.

Translation Leo R. Attended planifi-
cation meeting for Traditions Panel to
held in Yakima by Districts 6, 16, 20,
and 21. Attended all district GSR
meetings in their district January,
February, and March. Attended plani-
fication meeting for the new District
24 in Kennewick in March.Working to
get the info back and forth between
area and the Spanish districts. I
attended the Yakima Inter-group
meeting. I have been all over the area
lately it seems. It is very important for
us to have translators to be sure that
the message is being gotten out to
those who need it.Thank you to Mauro
for his help in getting this info out.We
need each other so that we can con-
tinue to learn. A lot of the stuff that we
go through is the same, no matter
what the language is.We have a need
for more headpieces, we are at capac-
ity now and if we gain more GSRs we
will need more headsets.

REPORTS BY DCMs 
(facilitated by Alt-Chair Robin O.)

The Delegate part of the Assembly
took place over the next four hours.
REPORTS (continued following dele-
gate business)

Finance Committee, Kitti P. We met
last night at 7 p.m.We discussed start-
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ing to set aside $200 each month and
put it in a prudent reserve.That is all
we talked about, yours in service.

Web team Committee, Robin O.
Gene D. has volunteered to continue
as web team coordinator through the
end of this panel.Thank you, Gene.
The only other thing I have to bring to
you from the web team is in regards to
the Newsletter on the website.This is,
I believe, a simple housekeeping mat-
ter. At the Fall Assembly in Coeur
dAlene in October 2003, the Area
passed a motion: 03.4 That the WSEA
92 Newsletter be made available on
the Area 92 website.This motion
includes the following guidelines. (1-5
skipped-not applicable to what Im
going to address) 6.The web site ver-
sion of the Newsletter will be the
same as the hard copy version sent by
regular mail.When we currently place
the Newsletter on the web site, the full
names, addresses, phone numbers,
and emails are listed for all Area offi-
cers.This is in contradiction to every-
thing that the web team could find in
reference to Alcoholics Anonymous
and web site anonymity.What Im
looking for here is a sense of the
room on whether we are willing to
place the newsletter on the website,
minus the page with all the officer
info.Technically the version on the
web site will not be identical to the
hard copy version, but we would be
adhering to the guidelines on web
site anonymity. Does the body agree
to this change? (The body responded
unanimously to place the newsletter
on the web site minus the page with
officer info.)

April Assembly Host Committee
Sari. We are hoping that will have a
great time today and please excuse
our mixups.

July 2005 Quarterly Host
Committee Joanne. We are ready for
you to come and have a great time in
Wenatchee.

October 2005 Fall Assembly Jamie
S. DCM District 7 We have been meet-
ing weekly and are fairly well organ-
ized. Hotel has been working with us
to keep costs down.

January 2006 Quarterly. Shawn S.
Alt. DCM District 2 We had our first
host committee meeting April 5th,
four people attended including

myself.We meet (so far) the first
Tuesday of every month.We have sev-
eral sites in mind, and each person is
obtaining pertinent information so we
can make an informed group con-
science.We have no host chair yet,
and the plan is to have registration
forms in July.

April 2006 Spring Pre-Conference
Assembly. District 15 We are looking
good.

October 2006 Fall Assembly.
Jeanette S. DCM District 20/District 6
We now have a fairly solid start on our
committee.We have elected a chair-
person, secretary, registration chair,
facility chair and a food chair.We just
elected a treasurer at our last meet-
ing,Wade B. (District 6).We will now
be able to pay our bills as we incur
them.We have started looking at facil-
ities but are still gathering informa-
tion.We meet on the 1st. Sunday of
every month at Central Washington
Central Office, 616 River Road in
Yakima at 2:00p.m.

October 2007 Fall Assembly. Eloy
R. DCM District 21 We have a commit-
tee in place and are looking for loca-
tion in Quincy or Moses Lake

Bid for April 2007. Districts 9, 10,
11, 14 made bids. District 14 Bonners
Ferry, ID got the honor.

MOTIONS BEFORE THE ASSEMBLY
Motion tabled from October 2004

Move that WSEA 92 change its proce-
dure for processing motions in the fol-
lowing manner, throughout the
remainder of the 5-year period of
motion #2003:To have all motions
processed at our two Assemblies only,
eliminating the quarterly system of
processing motions. Our two Area
Committee meetings (quarterlies) will
no longer process motions. A motion
will take 6 months to process and will
go from Assembly to Assembly, giving
the home group plenty of time to dis-
cuss and get background for each
motion. However, the Assembly may,
with a substantial unanimity vote,
decide to pass or fail a motion at an
assembly if the body found it neces-
sary FAILED

1.That Area 92 add a line in the
Area handbook that reads All motions
not specifying the time they will take
effect, will if passed, take effect at the

end of the assembly. PASSED
2. Move that WSEA 92 add a line to

the Delegates expenses to include a
line for reasonable expenses, not to
exceed $200 if the Delegate from
WSEA 92 is elected to a chair position
at the conference and will be required
to attend the January Board meeting
representing WSEA 92 and AA as a
whole. PASSED

3. Move that we eliminate the roll
call procedure for the election of our
Conference Delegate and alt.
Delegate and adopt the following
qualifications to serve as Area 92
Delegate and Alternate Delegate and
adopt the following qualifications to
serve as Area 92 Delegate. Before bal-
loting starts, the Chair shall ask all
those in the body who meet the sug-
gested qualifications to stand; the
Chair will then ask that of these mem-
bers with the time and energy avail-
able and willingness to serve to
please remain standing; the A.A.
members still standing will be the
roster for the election. Each individu-
als name (suggested full names) and
district shall be read aloud and writ-
ten on the board.The election will
begin using 3rd. Legacy procedure.
Nominations will not be accepted
from the floor.The qualifications will
be the same for Alternate Delegate.
Suggested WSEA 92 Delegate
Qualifications: Has served as (GSR)
General Service Representative. Has
served as (DCM) District Committee
Member. Minimum 5 years of continu-
ous sobriety, which includes active
participation in local and area affairs.
For complete list of qualifications
refer to the A.A. Service Manual pp.
S45-S46 FAILED

4.That WSEA Area92 adds a per-
manent, rotating non-funded hand-
book committee under the responsi-
bility and appointment of the Area
Secretary.The Committee would be
made up of the Area Secretary and 4
appointed members.The committee
will be responsible for keeping the
Area Handbook updated. PASSED

Floor Motion That WSEA 92 pur-
chase 10 more translation receivers
for the translation Committee for the
use in translating for all Area 92 func-
tions. PASSED

Closed at 10:50 p.m.



Friday, October 14, 2005

Registration opens at noon
2:30 – 4:30 Discussion Panels
5:00 – 6:15 Dinner
6:30 – 7:30 Orientation for new GSRs
7:30 – 8:30 GSR and DCM Roundtables;

Committee meetings (Finance,Web 
Team, Area Handbook and GSR Schools)

8:30 Ice Cream Social and Ask-It Basket

Saturday, October 15, 2005

Registration opens at 6:00 am
7:00 – 7:45am Breakfast

8:00 am Opening, 12 Traditions, 12 Concepts
Motion to record proceedings
Minutes from April PreConference Assembly

8:15 am Pacific Regional Trustee Report-Phyllis H.
Voting begins for Elected Positions;
balloting will continue throughout the day

9:00 am ELECTED OFFICERS’ REPORTS
Delegate-Mike McM.
Voting for Area 92 nomination for Pac. Regional Trustee
Alt. Delegate Report-Dave McC.
Registrar-Dave McC.
Chair report-Sharon T.
Alt. Chair report-Robin O.
Alternate Treasurer-Dale S.
Treasurer-Kitti P.

10:00 am  Break

10:10 am APPOINTED OFFICERS’ REPORTS
Archives-Mike Ba.
Cooperation with Professional Community-Tom S.
Corrections-Clint H.
Grapevine & Literature-Paula T.
Newsletter-Phil M.
Public Information-Karen K.
Secretary-Woodrow W.
Treatment-Mike Be.
Translation-Leo R.
11:00 am GSR Sharing

12:00 pm Lunch break

1:00 pm DCM Reports

2:15 pm Committee Reports: GSR School, Finance
Seventh Tradition Panel,Web Team

2006 Pacific Northwest Conference Host Committee 
2007 Pacific Northwest Conference Host Committee 
GSR Roundtables
DCM Roundtables
Fall 2005 Assembly Host Committee
January 2006 Quarterly: District 2
Spring Pre-Conference: District 15
Summer Quarterly: Distict 8
Fall 2006 Assembly: District 20
Spring Pre-Conference 2007
Fall 2007 Assembly: District 21

Old Business 
MOTION #1: That Area 92 create a Credit line of $500.00
for the Area Translation Committee Chairperson to pur-
chase and maintain translation equipment, as deemed
necessary by the Translation Chairperson, to conduct
area business.
MOTION #2: That Area 92 increase its contribution to the
General Service Office for the delegate’s expenses for
the General Service Conference from $800.00 to
$1200.00 in keeping with Tradition Seven and self sup-
port. This will also be looked at each year by the Area 92
Finance Committee to see if we can send a larger contri-
bution.

New Business
Bids for 2008 Fall Assembly
New Motions

5:30 – 6:30 pm  Dinner

6:30 – 7:30 pm  Play 

Business resumes (if it was not concluded by 5:30)

Sunday, October 16, 2005

9:00 – 10:00 am  Spiritual Breakfast
10:00 – 11:00 am  Speaker
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Washington State East Area 92
FALL ASSEMBLY

OCTOBER 14 – 16, 2005
LEWISTON IDAHO 83501
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AREA 92
2005 OCTOBER ASSEMBLY

RED LION HOTEL, LEWISTON, IDAHO
OCTOBER 14-16, 2005

THE BASICS OF OUR HOME GROUP 
RECOVERY, UNITY AND SERVICE

REGISTRATION:     $12.00 per person $__________ 

FRIDAY NIGHT ICE CREAM SOCIAL $ 2.50  per person $__________

SATURDAY BREAKFAST BUFFET $11.00 per person $__________ 

SATURDAY LUNCH BUFFET   $11.00 per person $__________ 

SATURDAY DINNER BUFFET $19.00 per person $__________ 

SUNDAY BREAKFAST BUFFET $13.50 per person $__________

       TOTAL: $__________

VEGETARIAN CHOICES AVAILABLE. PLEASE CIRCLE THE MEAL THAT YOU 
WANT VEGETARIAN. ***ALL MEAL PRICES INCLUDE TAX AND TIP***

MEALS MUST BE ORDERED BY NO LATER THAN OCTOBER 7, 2005

NAME: ____________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE: (        ) ________________________________________________

EMAIL: ___________________________________________________________

DISTRICT NUMBER: _______ SERVICE POSITION: _________________________

AA: ____ ALANON: _____

HOW YOU WANT YOUR NAME ON YOUR NAME TAG: _____________________

________________________________________________________________________

CONTACT PERSONS: NANCY T. 208.750.1270
     ntowler2@juno.com
     TERESA P. 509.758.5211

MAIL REGISTRATION TO:WSEA OCTOBER ASSEMBLY 2005 
    PO BOX 1834
    LEWISTON, ID 83501
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Sobriety in Service 
two other home group members, one of
whom only infrequently attended our
Sunday morning AA meeting. As best I
can recall, there was no discussion about
whether or not I would remain GSR. So I
served as GSR for Sunday Morning
Group in District 10 from the first day I
was sober. I was probably not the ideal
candidate for GSR, but there were only
two of us attending home group meet-
ings, and the other AA member was not
willing to serve as GSR and was grateful
that I was. I roped the other active home
group member into being treasurer
sometime in my first year as GSR. So my
home group was made up of simply a
GSR and a treasurer for almost two
years.

I went to my first pre-assembly in
Airway Heights in September 2001, and
there I was talked into attending the
election assembly in Nelson, B.C.
(Canada) the following month. Two won-
derful women encouraged me to go and
allowed me to share a room with them.
After my first assembly (I was almost six
months sober!) I was completely hooked
on general service. I have not missed an
Area meeting since.

Since I've been sober, I have
learned from other more experienced
AA members how to serve in the posi-
tions I've been elected to. I have asked
so many questions, and not one single
person has turned me away or said they
didn't have time to answer my questions.
I am completely fascinated with the gen-
eral service structure of Alcoholics
Anonymous and realize there is so much
for me to learn about it. I keep reading
everything that is passed my way.

During my service as GSR, I learned
about the AA Service Manual, the
Twelve Traditions, what an informed
group conscience is, the bigger picture
of the general service structure, that
there are Twelve Concepts for World
Service, how to interact with other AA
members at district meetings and area
meetings. I really loved serving
Alcoholics Anonymous as GSR. If you
find it gets tough, let yourself grow. And
don't quit five minutes before the 
miracle! —Robin O.

ACROSS
1 Decided to do this with our 

will and our lives
5 Causes more trouble than 

stealing
9 Knitting stitch
13 Therefore (Latin) 
17 Capital of Western Samoa
18 Official Pakistan language
19 Reed instrument
20 Former name of Thailand
21 Intersects latitude
23 Despicable
25 Conclusion
26 Mouth halves
27 365 or 366 days
28 Pertaining to oats
29 Heavy fabric
30 Exam; experiment
31 Layer
32 Accumulate over time
35 Healthy; e.g. “ spiritual 

condition”
36 Assist
37 Belonging to him
40 Intro. to speech or literary 

work
41 Glowing energy
44 Prison room
45 Withered
46 Blaze
47 Allow
48 Premature
49 Even (poetic abbr.)
50 We tried drinking only 

natural ones
51 Rules we may run afoul of
52 Drinking venue
53 Throughout
55 Is no longer
56 Contributing cause
59 Aged
60 Blissful happiness
61 Large amount; great deal
62 Metal container
64 Tire pattern
67 AAs hang together or do this 

separately
68 People
69 Skin eruption
70 Appendage
71 Dolt
73 Appraise
74 Conclusion
75 Female deer
76 In addition to (conj.)
77 Having fur
78 Title
79 Stride
81 Woody plant
82 Edward (nickname)
85 Infrequent
86 or that
87 Male swan
90 Pretentious; e.g., alcoholic 

thinking
92 Anticipate
94 Seep or exude liquid
95 Information; facts and figures
96 Mindedness essential to growth

97 Oklahoman 
98 Disgorge, e.g., after excess 

drinking
99 Lyric poems
100 Piper who lured rats, then 

children
101 Feline sound

DOWN
1 Story
2 On the surface of (formal)
3 Outer covering
4 Annoy by persistent 

faultfinding
5 Unsuccessful; fruitless; vain,

e.g., attempts to quit drinking
6 Burst forth; explode
7 Increases; sums
8 Regret
9 Endpoints; also rods or shafts
10 WWII German submarine
11 Laugh loudly; growl
12 47 across
13 Short literary composition
14 How our self-will can run
15 We obsess that somehow, 

someday we will beat this
16 Prophetic sign
22 Lower small intestine
24 Tried to do this with our 

old ideas
27 Abominable snowman
29 We walk through the arch in 

this condition
30 Surge; ebb or flow
31 Baked tart
32 Church recess
33 Set of beliefs
34 Horn-shaped bone
35 One school would allow no 

flavor for this
36 Action or behavior
37 Female equiv. of his and him
38 Sick
39 Clever; crafty
41 Chime

42 Unfortunately
43 Recently created
44 Shopping vehicle
46 Locate
48 Every
50 Untamed; rowdy
51 Place; put down
52 Rear
54 Boulevard
55 Anguish; misfortune
56 Filled
57 Happen
58 Distance; kitchen appliance
60 James (nickname)
61 Fungus
63 Require
64 Them minus M
65 Did run
66 Finish; conclusion
67 Owed
68 Depression
69 River in central Switzerland
71 As neither is to or
72 Cabbage-like green vegetable
73 Speculate
75 Ceased to live
77 Companion or ally
78 Tendon
79 Squander (“the hours that 

might have been worthwhile”)
80 Regional groupings of 

districts
81 More than two, less than four
82 Ours tend to be large, but 

easily bruised
83 To allow to fall
84 Stupefy
85 Street or 47 Down
86 Pith helmet
87 Baked confection
88 Potpourri
89 The “great clean wind of a 

mountain top” did this
91 Revised form of Esperanto
92 Fashion-obsessed man; dandy
93 Male cat or turkey

PUZZLEAA CROSSWORD
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ONE NIGHT I had a wondrous dream,
A set of footprints there I’d seen,
The footprints of my precious Lord,
But mine were not there on the shore.

And then some odd-shaped prints appeared,
I asked the Lord, “What have we here?”
These prints are large and round and neat,
But Lord, they’re way too big for feet!”

“My child,” he said in somber tone,
“For miles I carried you alone.
I challenged you to walk in faith,
But you refused and made me wait.

“You disobeyed, you would not grow,
The line of faith, you would not toe,
At last I’d had it up to here,
And so I dropped you on your rear.

“Because in life, there comes a time,
When one must fight, and one must climb,
When you must rise and take a stand,
Or leave your butt-prints in the sand.”

Prints in the  Sand....
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