
SPRING ASSEMBLY 2005

Friday April 8
3:00 Registration opens
3:30 Regular AA meeting
5:00 GSR orientation
6:00 Standing committee meetings
7:00 DCM/GSR round tables
8:00 GSR sharing
9:00 Social hour/Sobriety Bingo
Saturday April 9
8:00 Business meeting commences

12 Traditions and 12 Concepts
Approval of minutes, Oct. 2004

Officers’ Reports
Delegate, Alt Delegate, Treasurer,Alt.
Treasurer, Chair,Alt. Chair, Secretary,
Archives, Grapevine & Lit., Cooperation
w/Prof. Community, Treatment, Corrections,
Public Information, Translation, Newsletter

10:00 DCM reports
11:00 GSR Sharing
12:00 Lunch
1:00  DCM reports (cont. if needed)
Conference Agenda Items (4 hrs)

Discussion chaired by 
Alt. Delegate Dave McM.
and Delegate Mike McM.

Committee Reports
Finance, Registration, Web Team

Host Committee Reports
Apr. 2005 Host Committee (District 4) 
July 2005 (District 5), Oct 2005 (District 7)
Jan. 2006 (District 2), April 2006 (District
15) Oct. 2006 (District 20), October 2007
(District 21)

Old Business
Motion from Oct. 2004

New Business
New motions

Floor Motions
April 2007 Assembly Bids
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M uch of the time I was at
the Pacific Region
Alcoholics Anonymous

Service Assembly (PRAASA)—
held March 11 through 13 in
Tucson—the thought kept run-
ning through my mind that I
wished I could share this experi-
ence with all my fellows. So I was
very pleased when someone
asked me to pass along to you
what I encountered there. My
wish has come true!

This was my first PRAASA,
and God willing, it won't be my
last. From the moment I arrived at
the conference center and
walked into the first AA meeting, I
felt like I had come home. The
people were warm and open, and
their sharing touched my heart. I 

(continued on page 5)
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Greetings,
Last year when I attended
PRAASA, it was such an over-

whelming experience as your new
delegate on the road preparing for
my first Conference. This year was
no different, an extreme honor to be
your delegate to the General Service
Conference and to attend the 54th
and 55th conferences of Alcoholics
Anonymous.

PRAASA is just the ticket for a
new delegate to get acquainted with
the other delegates from the Pacific
Region, an event where the delegate
can get a jump start on the confer-
ence. The theme is always the same
as the conference and the panels are
a place to hear presentations on
those conference agenda topics. The
delegates get together several times
and discuss what is needed to begin
that preparation for the Conference.

This year in Tucson it was anoth-
er large PRAASA with over 900 pre-
registered and the minute the regis-
tration room was open it was a busy
place with people registering at the
conference. Our turn to host a
PRAASA will be in approximately
2016, however there seems to be a
move on the part of other areas to
bid out of the rotation that has been
followed for years.

Next year PRAASA will be held
in Woodland Hills CA, and 2007 in
Portland Area 58. Let's start prepar-
ing right now for next year and put
together a very large group from
Area 92.

I have been urged by many in
Area 92 service to bid a Forum in
our area in 2008, so I will prepare a
bid to host and see what happens. I

will present it to the Assembly in
Richland to see what you think. The
bids are presented at the
Conference and there will be several
from the Pacific Region.We had a
special Forum shortly after becom-
ing an Area but we have never had a
full Forum in our Area, so it just
might be time.

Please ask your DCM to bid for a
date to get together so I can share
with you my trip to New York and the

55th Conference. If we could get
together in a few places it would get
the maximum for the time we have to
share. I wonder about giving an
enlarged delegate report at the July
Quarterly; just a thought.

I want to thank Dave M., my
Delegate Alternate, for all the hard
work he has been doing. Last year
and this he’s been invaluable in
helping prepare the conference

agenda to send to all of you, and
helping me to prepare for the con-
ference.

Please take the time you need to
help me prepare by being at the
Assembly with your conscience.
The second page of our service
manual has two statements. Each of
these has a special meaning to those
in General Service who seem to take
on that larger responsibility for AA
as a whole. Should we fail to keep
our precious fellowship safe from
ourselves, we are surely not safe
from outside pressures. At PRAASA
they close each meeting with the
Responsibility Statement:

I am responsible.When anyone,
anywhere, reaches out for help, I
want the hand of AA always to be
there. And for that, I am responsible.

I look forward to seeing you all in
Richland for our area’s second-ever
Spring Pre-Conference Assembly.
We have a lot of work to do but we
also have some fellowship to help
with our own AA needs. Our teach-
ers have made it clear that our life
depends on all three Legacies,
Recovery as a result of Service to our
fellow, and Unity to insure that the
other two remain.

A Declaration of Unity: This we owe
to AA's future; to place our common
welfare first; to keep our Fellowship
united. For on AA unity depend our
lives, and the lives of those to come.

In Love and Service,
Mike McMurtrie, Delegate Panel 54
Washington State East Area 92

: The Delegate’s Mike :

For This, We Are
Responsible: Security
Through Unity
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Should we fail to
keep our precious

fellowship safe
from ourselves,

we are surely not
safe from outside

pressures.
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A fter last month's article I started to wonder,
where can we begin to focus on issues at the
Area level. To say we need to work on issues is a

very broad statement and we can't really deal with
broad statements. For example, just as with my own life,
to say I need to deal with issues doesn't work. I have to
work on the details.

So where do the details come from? In my own life I
look at the details when I do an inventory.When I do an
inventory I see that even though I deal with negatives,
there are many positive traits that I also have to take into
account. In my opinion, it is the same with
the Area.

Our Area has many good things going
for it. We have passionate people that are
committed to this Area. We have districts
putting on workshops and many people
getting involved in all levels of service, but
even the best home group and the best dis-
trict have issues — or in another way of say-
ing, opportunities for growth.

How can the area help? Well, first of all,
we need to know what is happening in your
districts and home groups. Our area secre-
tary, Woodrow, is developing a new format
format for DCM reports. There will be a place to tell the
Area what are some of the problems or opportunities
you district is experiencing, as well as things that your
district have found to be working well.

If you don't have some Standing Commitee chairs
filled let us know.With these reports Woodrow will then
be able to compile a report of things that are affecting
our Area as reported by the Districts. It will give the
Area, a starting point from which we can help. This is
especially important for the Districts that don't have all
the standing committees filled. It will give the Area
Standing Chairs an opportunity to touch bases with
those DCM's to see where they can help. With this infor-
mation the Standing Committees can direct their ener-
gies on our issues.

Information is the key to good communication. It's
our cornerstone to having an effective Area.
See you in Richland,
Sharon T.

I emailed every area officer and DCM (who has email)
an agenda for the Spring Pre-conference Assembly
April 8-10, 2005 at the Clarion Inn Hotel Conference

Center. I also snail-mailed hard copies of the agenda
and the Assembly flier (registration form) to the 11
DCMs/area officers who do not have email. The
Assembly flier is available on the area website, and
there will be agendas at the Assembly as well. A
reminder that the deadline for meals was March 25.

I participated at the Pre-Assembly held in District 10
on Sat. March 5, 2005. There was a great turnout, includ-

ing AA members from Districts 5, 6, 10, 19,
and 20. It was actually the only Pre-
Assembly I heard about. That same day, we
had a GSR school, and I learned many
things and was excited about all the new,
enthusiastic GSRs! Thanks to all the volun-
teers who helped organize and present
both the Pre-Assembly and GSR School.

I was very blessed to be able to attend
the Pacific Region Alcoholics Anonymous
Service Assembly (PRAASA) in Tucson, AZ
March 11-13. It was everything I dreamed it
could be and more! I had a wonderful time,
met many AA members from all over our

region as well as some from Area 79 BC/Yukon, Japan,
and Australia. My biggest eye-opener was two nights at
the roundtable for area chairs and alt. chairs. All 15 dele-
gate areas were represented by either their chair, alt.
chair or both, and we shared so much about differences
and similarities amongst our areas- how we conduct
business, how many times we meet a year and which
service positions come to which meetings, how motions
are processed- the same things that we talk for hours
and hours about at our WSEA 92 meetings, imagine that!
It was a very supportive, encouraging, and educational
experience for me. I highly recommend to any and all of
you out there in “area 92-land” seriously consider mak-
ing yourself available to attend PRAASA next year in
Woodland Hills, CA. It is an experience not to be missed!

I'm excited and ready to see all of you at the Spring
Pre-Conference Assembly!
In love and service,
Robin K. Ota

: Area Chair : at the mike :

We’ve Got A Good
Thing Going, and
Room to Improve

: at the mike : Area Alt Chair :

PRAASA 2005
Reviewed: Two
Thumbs Way Up
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I attended PRAASA this year and
had a great time. It was held in
Tuscan Arizona March 11th, 12

and 13. The weather in Tuscan was
amazing and it is a town I fell in love
with. The events around PRAASA
were all very informative and full of
experience strength and hope of AA
members throughout the Pacific
Region,

I had the privilege of chairing
the report-back session on Sunday
morning. This is where the secre-
taries for the round tables get two
and a half minutes to report on what
was shared at their round tables on
Friday and Saturday nights.While
chairing this session I was moved by
the dedication of the people who
were sharing. They took the time to
come to PRAASA, many at their own
expense, and then did the work of
taking the notes for a round table
that lasted until midnight the night
before and then showed up by 8:00

am to give a report. To me this was a
reflection of all of the hard work and

dedication of AA members through-
out the fellowship. Not everyone

could be at PRAASA but we were all
represented. This is truly gratitude in
action and sacrifice in action.

The deadline for getting group
information changes to GSO in time
to be included in the Western States
Directory is May 7th. I will bring
packets to the Assembly with the
Group Information Sheets for each
district. If you are a DCM or a district
record keeper please get me any
changes you have as soon as possi-
ble.You can email them, phone me
or send snail mail.You can also
bring the information to the assem-
bly and we can get the updates done
there. I plan to come home from the
assembly and update all of the infor-
mation I have and get it off to GSO
by the middle of April.

Thank you allowing me to serve
Area 92, AA as a whole, and the alco-
holic who still suffers.
Yours in Service,
Dave    

(continued from page 1)

could hardly wait until the next day
when the panels started. I just want-
ed to soak it all up.

The panels ranged in subjects
from the Three Legacies of Recovery,
Unity, and Service, to Basics of the
Homegroup, Literature, and Media
and Technology. I served as a timer
for a panel, which was a lot of fun.
Each panel was not only informative,
the speakers were entertaining.
Imagine that…entertaining alco-
holics, entertaining alcoholics! 

I think the most inspirational
thing I carried away from this expe-
rience is the people I met. In atten-
dance among the members from the
Pacific Region were Delegates from
Australia and B.C.Yukon; members
from Japan and Guatemala; the
General Manager of GSO, Greg
Muth; Bob P., who wrote the last story
in the Big Book; and a man with a
charming Irish brogue, John P, who
hails from New Jersey and is a Past
Trustee (Northeast Region). He
shared his experience, strength and
hope with us all after the banquet.

And you know, I never felt “less
than” in their company. I simply felt
blessed to be among them, just as I
do in my homegroup here in Cle
Elum.

I am grateful to be sober today
as A.A. is nearing its 70th anniver-
sary and our fellowship is so strong.
I'm looking forward to next March in
Woodland Hills, Calif., when I can
connect with the friends I met this
year and those I've yet to meet. I
hope to see you there too. I'd hate for
you to miss it.
Michelle Crone, District 10 Alternate

: Area Delegate Alternate : at the mike :

Witnessing
Dedication to
Service in AA

Your group’s
information can

be included in the
Western States

Directory if you
get it to the area

registrar by 
April 15th.

�

�
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DISTRICT 14

District 14 is planning to have some
Sponsorship and GSR workshops this
spring.

We have a new PI/CPC chair-
person.We are so happy to have
Kimberly C. take this position. The
chair has been vacant for several
years and she is doing a great job
already.

The flyers for the 17th annual
Troy/Bonners Ferry Campout are
already being distributed. It will be
at the Yaak campground this year on
the 8th 9th and 10th of July and it's
always a great time.

There are several potlucks and
speaker meetings around the district
every month that are in the sched-
ule, my favorite being the first
Thursday potluck and speaker meet-
ing at the Trinity Lutheran Church,
6784 Cody Street in Bonners Ferry at
6:30 PM.We are always looking for
new speakers as we have been
going on for 7 yrs and have used up
all of the locals. (Call Daren at 208-
267-6640.) 

I invite you all to come out and
have a Great Time with us in AA this
year.
Russy 
DCM

DISTRICT 5

Hello All.
Everything here in District 5 is

going great.We have our Group
Conscience Meeting on Saturday the
2nd.

We are very busy planning the
July Quarterly and are excited to
have you all here to share in the
wonderful summer with us.We will
be BBQ-ing hamburgers and hot
dogs for you with all the trimmings
and extras.

We will also be having a home
group Workshop here real soon.
Hope to see you all there. Check the
website calendar within the next
month or so.

See you in a couple of weeks.
YIS,
Joanne Williams 
Dist 5 DCM

DISTRICT 12

District 12 will be hosting an AA
meeting for CPC on Thursday, April
14th at 7 pm at the St. Anne Episcopal
Church in Omak. The GSRs and dis-
trict officers will be inviting profes-
sionals from the community to come
and attend an AA meeting. If the atten-
dance is good we will take a look at

possibly making this an
annual function of the dis-

trict.
Thanks,
Diana Marchiney 
District 12 DCM

(continued on page 7)

From Around the Area

district

news is

on the air...
H i all, Kitti here,

As I write this, March 13th,
I am getting ready for the

upcoming assembly. Because the
end of the quarter is not until March
31st, and I would  need to have my
2nd quarter financial report to Phil
by March 27th, the time constraint
will not permit me to publish my
second quarter financial  report in
the April newsletter. I will have it
ready to give at the assembly in
Richland, where I look forward to
seeing everyone.

My second quarter financial
report will also appear in the May
newsletter. I will share that money
came in: $7847.72. Money went out:
$9045.82. Because we had money
left over from 1st quarter, we still
have some money left.
Yours in Service, Kitti Potter

Area Secretary

Our Best For
The Next Man

H ello to all of you in this won-
derful fellowship we call
Alcoholics Anonymous. The

people who have been my mentors
and guides are those who have con-
tinued to do the work of A.A.We are
shown how to find and maintain
sobriety in the Big Book.We then
are taken into that realm of service
as shown in the 12 Traditions and 12
Concepts. This is how we can work
together.

The spirit of those who have
taken the time to show me the HOW
and the WHY of this fellowship are
my sponsors. I have been given the
responsibility to do my very best
at whatever task that is asked of me 

(continued on page 8)

Area Treasurer 

What Flows In
Must Flow Out
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DISTRICT 19

Hello from District 19! 
We held our last district meeting

on the 21st. It was well attended and
participation in service work seems to
be growing in our district.We dis-
cussed the motions for the upcoming
assembly, and at this time we have
several GSRs and others planning on
attending. Hope to have a good
turnout from District 19 this time! 

We also discussed the upcoming
delegate report we are hosting on
May 21st. This will be starting at
10:00am at the Moses Lake Alano
club, 724 W. Third. Potluck lunch at
about noon! 

That's about all from District 19
this month.

Hope to see you all at the
Assembly! 

YIS Chuck K.
DCM District 19

DISTRICT 4

Just this morning I got the agenda for
the assembly. Looks like we are
going to have to juggle some things
around.

We are planning a Bingo game
for Friday night so bring quarters.
There will be prizes.We are also
planning a dance and karaoke for
Saturday night. Nothing yet for
Sunday morning except breakfast.
Thought the Area would do some-
thing. So for that we will all just have
to be surprised.

Sari and I are crazy but the rest
of District 4 seems to be in great
shape.
See ya in Richland,

Jan 
DCM

DISTRICT 10

We held a Pre-Assembly on March 5,
2005 and had participation from
Districts 5, 6, 10, 19, and 20.We also
held a GSR School that same day
after lunch, and it was a crowd! I
heard “thank you” from so many
GSRs.We all learned a bunch and
had fun doing it!
District 10 will begin distributing
(loaning out) speaker CDs to GSRs at
our next monthly meeting. Rob H. has
put in a lot of love and effort to make
2 CD copies of each of the speaker
tapes in our District archives.We
thank him for his service!
District 10 will be holding its 2nd
Annual Spring Fling on April 2, 2005
at the Cle-Elum Senior Center from
8p-12a. Tickets are $7 at the door,
and the theme is “Dress as your
favorite Decade!”We'll get back to
you on what kind of dancing crazi-
ness goes on.
Birthdays for February were Duane
M- 28 yrs, Pam S.- 27 yrs, Jim B- 4
yrs, Gordy- 1 year!, Brenda- 30 days,
Kelly W.- 6 yrs, Tracy- 9 mos, Jack F-
16 yrs, Lisa S- 15 yrs, Roger- 6 yrs, Ed
A- 5 yrs, David D- 9 yrs, Eldon B- 15
yrs, Diane I- 20 yrs, Isabel W.- 18 yrs.

DISTRICT 18

We had our District Meeting on 3-6.
The treasurer reported a balance of
$147.40.

Group reports - AA101:
Attendance 8-14, Upcoming Events:
Plans in the making for Labor Day
Campout. ODAT: Attendance 12 - 25.
Current Activities: Continuing
growth, fulfilling Primary Purpose.
Waitsburg: Attendance - Good.
Twisted Sisters: Birthdays - Beth K.
had 8 months and Michelle had 4
months. Attendance 6 - 9. Prescott:

Attendance 14. Upcoming Events:
The Chicken Drop @ Ye Town Hall,
March 26th, 6:00 P.M. Current Acti-
vities: The Lip Sync went well. All
who were there had a great time.

Ron F. talked to Steve and plans
are being finalized to have the
District Inventory in April or May.
Ron had asked the question of
whether the Touchet River Roundup
is an official AA function. Here's one
answer (in short): “The criterion for
whether to treat an event as AA ver-
sus not AA (and to interact with it
financially, list it in the Grapevine,
newsletters, websites, announce it at
meetings, etc.), can often be
answered by asking this question:
Does it include one or more AA meet-
ings? If so, it should probably be
treated like any other meeting
regardless of whether the hosts are a
home group, a district, a committee,
or just a group of AA members. As
you know, many regular AA meetings
aren't registered as groups. In that
sense, the TRR is an AA meeting that
meets regularly-just once a year. But
an official AA event is part of the
General Service structure.”

We're still "Trudging the Road of
Happy Destiny" here. Still caring on 
our Primary Purpose. Seems like a
few more are taking an interest in
Service. If anybody has ant questions
about what's going on in Dist. 18, you
can e-mail me @: rfrancesco@char-
ter.net and I'll do my best to try and
help.

'Til then, Take Care & Be Sober!
YIS,
Ron F.

AREATALK 92 NEWS  7APRIL 2005

district news
...is on the air!

Contributions in support of your
Area 92 may be sent to: 

WSEA92
PO Box 354
Yakima, WA 98907
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Areminder to all current 
web team members...

We are meeting on Friday,
April 8, 2005 from 7-8:00 pm at 
the Clarion Hotel and Conference
Center (where the Assembly is
being held). Please bring with you
your minutes from the Web team
meeting on Jan 14, 2005, as well
as any additions/corrections you
may have.

Also, please read through the
packet on anonymity that Rusty
K. prepared for us and handed
out at the last web team meeting
as we will be discussion website
anonymity.

For any of you out there in
WSEA 92 who have the willing-

ness to serve and time available (a
few hours every quarter), we could
really use some more members on
the web team, so please come to
the web team meeting and let us
know you're “coming aboard!”

In love and service,

(continued from page 6)

Area Secretary
in AA. I have those who, by their sim-
ple quiet talks, are gentle reminders
of the way that experience has
shown us the right way to go about
our AA jobs. I am more and more
convinced that we are all seeking to
do the very best for those yet to
come. The Big Book asks me to put
aside my puny plans and work
together for the common good, as
expressed by the Group. I have seen
the workings of the Higher Power
when I am not cut off by my ego and
thinking that I know what the right
answer is.

I am humbled by the sure knowl-
edge that all will be well for today
and the hereafter because there
were and are those who have blazed
a trail for me. The issues that we as
an Area face are ask to decide will
always be based on how we can help
those who still suffer.

I am thankful to those who con-
tinue to show me that it is not about
me, but about those yet to come. I
thank you, the fellowship of AA, for
my life. I hope to be like those who
took the time to show the way and to
follow their trail of experience, that
we can overcome the malady of alco-
holism. May your God love you just
as you are, as mine loves me.
Yours in service,Woodrow W.
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‹ROBIN K “...promptly 
admitted it.”
In the February issue of AreaTalk 92
News, we stated that the “comic
book” edition of Alcoholics
Anonymous would outsell Halo 2 for
Xbox.What we meant to say was that
the ratio of gaseous to liquid methane
in bovine feedlot effluent is 4.2 to 1
by weight, not by volume.We apolo-
gize for the error. —Ed.
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Hi, AA. My name is Marc and I am an alcoholic. I am
honored and grateful to be asked to participate in my
recovery by writing on the second step today. Not only is
it gratifying that I have been given the gift of a few
moments of sanity in sobriety, but it is so assuring in the
second step that I will be restored to sanity. Believing in
the restoration of sanity can be like a life preserver
thrown to you when you are treading your last water
prior to drowning. And I believe my Higher Power three
me the life preserver- A.A., the Twelve Steps, and the
Fellowship- to restore me to sanity from a “hopeless state
of mind and body”.

Insanity can mean a great deal of things to different
people, even in the Program. For me, insanity is that state
of mind before taking a drink, or that frame-of-mind
when I have not been working the steps or using the
tools of A.A., basically untreated alcoholism. I have come
to understand that the bottle and alcohol are just sym-
bols of my problems, and that, a great deal of my prob-
lem lies within my mind, in my old
ideas, within my perceptions, within
my level of sanity. I know I am insane
when my thought-life is governed by a
hundred forms of fear, self-delusion,
self-seeking and self-pity.

My insanity made me restless, irri-
table, and discontented.When I drank,
I was restored to sanity. The great
equalizer- John Barleycorn- I was com-
petent, capable, a part of, and the
insanity of my mind was once again
quelled. Then, in recovery, I am sup-
posed to believe that a Higher Power
and a bunch of drunks are going to
restore my mind to some semblance of
sanity and I could know peace and
serenity, something only known for a
few moments of drunkenness.Well,
thank God for a few alcoholics, of
which my Higher Power worked
through, shared my story, my sanity
and I came to believe that I could also
be restored to a place where I could
escape the hopeless state of mind and
body I was in. I could escape my inner
person of which my mind and my
insanity were the jail-keepers.

As I have gone through recovery
and continue to grow, more is continu-
ally being revealed to me. I have come
to completely believe that through my
actions in the Program and through my
relationship with my Higher Power, I
will, incrementally through the
process, be restored to sanity. The
solution I used to find in alcohol for my
insanity, comes now to me, slowly, from
a loving Higher Power, the Fellowship,
and my actions of working the steps.

And, a the good alcoholic I am, I am so very glad to
know that I am not trading off the only solace I had, alco-
hol, for something that was nothing. It has turned out
opposite, I have found the true sanity within the
Program, and alcohol, the illusion of sanity. Thank you
A.A. and God; for of myself and by myself, I lacked the
power and was insane. I thank you for my life and the
cherished moments of peace, serenity, and sanity.
Love and Fellowship, Marc M.

Hi, My name is Doug H and I am a recovering alco-
holic, currently doing time at A.H.C.C. I have 16 months
Clean and Sober and I have been attending the
“Landing Place Group Meetings” for about 2 or 3
months. I'm working my steps with my sponsor. I'm lean-
ing a lot from the fellow alcoholics in this institution.

I've been schedule to be transferred to a lesser
secured facility in the next few weeks. But before I go I
wanted to express my gratitude to the sponsors who

make this group possible every
week, also to my fellow A.A. mem-
bers who have shown me real love,
compassion and understanding in
my short stay at this facility. I also
want to thank my sponsor for his
encouragement to continue, when I
felt overwhelmed. Also for listing
when I needed someone to listen to
me “THANKS ROY”

Now as I move on to another
facility, I'm looking forward to find-
ing a new sponsor and continuing
with my steps. Eventually I will have
a few sponsees of my own. Once
again THANK YOU ALL FOR LISTEN-
ING AND BEING THERE FOR A FEL-
LOW ALCOHOLIC. Thanks for let-
ting me share, .Doug H

The fellowship of AA is truly beauti-
ful, especially in an environment
where one often reflects or ponders
on days of old. Although I'm a born
alcoholic I never honestly believed
that my drunkenness was a problem
until one day I found myself alone in
a prison cell without a numbing
agent or someone to hold me up
through bouts of emptiness. At one
point and time I filled all voids by
drinking, but it proved to be tempo-
rary.Walking around this place day
after day, I realized that those voids
still existed and I found myself in
A.A. To the founders, establishers,
brothers sisters and especially new
comers- thank, you, you all have
inspired positive motivation in me.
Mr. Gibran
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FROM THE INSIDE
STORIES OF RECOVERY
THROUGH THE PROGRAM OF

ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS 
IN CORRECTIONAL
FACILITIES
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[January 2005 - Area 92 Pre Conference Picks shaded]

2005 General Service Conference Committees
Agenda Items

I. Agenda
A. Review suggestions for the theme of the 2006 General Service Conference.
B. Discuss presentation/discussion topic ideas for the 2006 General Service Conference
C. Discuss workshop topic ideas for the 2006 General Service Conference
D. Review the General Service Conference Evaluation Form.

II. Cooperation With the Professional Community 
A. Review shared experience on ways local committees approach professionals in addition to writing letters, for possible inclu-
sion in the C.P.C. Kit.
B. Consider ways that members share information about A.A. one-on-one with professionals, for possible inclusion in C.P.C.
materials.
C. Discuss the need for a pamphlet directed to the criminal justice system.
D. Consider request to create a video for professionals.
E. Review contents of Kit and Workbook.

III. Correctional Facilities
A. Consider including the following statement on A.A.'s Singleness of Purpose in the pamphlet "A Message to Correctional
Professionals":

"Some professionals refer to alcoholism and drug addiction as 'substance abuse' or 'chemical dependency.'  Nonalcoholics
are, therefore, sometimes introduced to A.A. and encouraged to attend A.A. meetings. Anyone may attend open A.A. meet-
ings, but only those with a drinking problem may attend closed meetings."

B. Consider the revised updated draft manuscript of A.A. in Prison: Inmate to Inmate.
C. Review Final Report exploring the feasibility and cost of producing and distributing an informational video introducing A.A. to
training academies for corrections personnel. [Note: the estimated cost of production and distribution is $50,000.]
D. Review the draft service piece on "Guidelines for the Development of Workshops Introducing A.A. in Training Programs for
Correctional Personnel."
E. Consider suggestion that the name of the Conference Committee on Correctional Facilities be changed to the Conference
Committee on Corrections.
F. Review contents of Kit and Workbook.

IV. Finance
A. Discuss self-support.
B. Review and discuss report from trustees' Finance and Budgetary Committee on delegates' fees.
C. Discuss request to include information on how to obtain a tax ID number in the "Self-Support:Where Money and Spirituality
Mix" pamphlet.

V. Grapevine
A. Consider request that in 2006 or later, the Grapevine produce a collection of stories for young people, drawn from previous
issues of the A.A. Grapevine magazine, similar to Spiritual Awakenings.
B. Consider request that in 2006 or later, La Viña produce an audio compact disc of La Viña stories on Steps Seven through Twelve
as a companion to its CD of stories on Steps One through Six.
C. Review Workbook.

VI. Literature
A. Consider revised draft introduction developed by the Publications Department and reviewed by the trustees' Committee on
Literature to be added to the front matter of the Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions, as recommended by the 2003 Conference
and per additional consideration of the 2004 Conference Committee on Literature.
B. Consider revised draft pamphlet "Too Young?"
C. Review trustees' Committee on Literature progress report on "Young People and A.A." pamphlet.
D. Review trustees' Committee on Literature progress report on the Spanish-language Third Edition Big Book, Alcohólicos
Anonímos.
E. Consider revised draft text for the section titled "Service Sponsorship" on page 28 in the pamphlet "Questions and Answers on
Sponsorship."
F. Consider the revised draft comic book format pamphlet "It Happened to Alice!"
G. Review draft manuscript of the revised pamphlet "The A.A. Group."
H. Consider revised text for the section titled "The A.A. Grapevine" in the pamphlet "Your A.A. General Service Office."
I. Discuss suggestion to develop a publication oriented toward and addressing the concerns of A.A. members with long-term
sobriety.

(continued on page 9)
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J. Discuss suggestion to replace the term "sexual preference" with "sexual orientation" in the pamphlet "A.A. and the Gay/Lesbian
Alcoholic."
K. Discuss request to revise the table of contents in Living Sober by creating "unity," "service," and "recovery" sections and by
including a subtitle under chapter titles.

VII. Policy/Admissions
A. Review dates for the 2008 General Service Conference.
B. Discuss report from trustees' Committee on the General Service Conference regarding the use of laptop computers at the
General Service Conference.
C. Consider requests to revise the timetable for the election of one delegate in the Western Canada Region to allow for two odd
and two even panels in that region
D. Consider request that a second Conference Committee on Literature be formed.

VIII. Public Information
A. Consider 2004 annual report from the trustees' Committee on P.I. regarding G.S.O.'s A.A.Web site.
B. Review and approve final draft of the "Alcoholics Anonymous 2004 Membership Survey" pamphlet.
C. Public Service Announcements (P.S.A.s):
1. Consider approving the proposed television P.S.A. "Living in Chaos" developed by the trustees’ Committee on Public Info.
2. Review information on centralized redistribution, tracking and evaluation of television P.S.A., "We Know What It’s Like."
3. Consider centralized distribution, tracking and evaluation of the proposed television P.S.A. - "Living in Chaos" - at a cost not to
exceed $40,000, in addition to the work of local P.I. committees.
4. Consider removing the phrase "and taking pills" from the P.S.A. "Teenager," spot #6, on the radio P.S.A. CD item #R-10.
D. Consider report from trustees’ Committee on Public Information recommending first steps in determining the feasibility of
replacing two videos, "A.A. Rap With Us" and "Young People and A.A.," with estimated initial project costs not to exceed $20,000.
E. Consider a suggestion to replace/update the video "Alcoholics Anonymous – An Inside View."
F. Review contents of Kit and Workbook.

IX. Report and Charter
A. Review The A.A. Service Manual, 2004 – 2005 Edition.
1. Review editorial updates to The A.A. Service Manual.
2. Review updated chart to replace "A.A. Grapevine, Inc." on page S80.
3. Consider adding proposed text pertaining to the A.A. Grapevine Digital Archive and Reprint Policy.
B. General Service Conference Final Report.
C. Discuss A.A. Directories.
1.Consider request to include online meetings in languages other than English, French and Spanish in A.A. directories under
"ONLINE MEETINGS."
2.Consider request to include adding Web site info for online meetings listed in A.A. directories under "ONLINE MEETINGS."
3.Consider placement of a central office serving Native North American People in the A.A. directories.

X. Treatment Facilities
A.Review results of survey regarding activities of local committees involved in Treatment Facilities service.
B.Consider request that the "Singleness of Purpose Statement" currently used in six C.P.C. pamphlets be added to the pamphlet
"A.A. in Treatment Facilities."
C.Review contents of Kit and Workbook.

XI. Trustees
A. Review resumes of candidates for regional trustee and trustee-at-large:
1. East Central Regional Trustee
2. Southeast Regional Trustee
3. Trustee-at-large/U.S.
B. Review slates of trustees and officers of the General Service Board.
C. Review slates of directors of A.A.World Services and Grapevine Corporate Boards.
D. Review request that the qualifications for regional trustee and nontrustee director be updated to include the following:

"That an Appointed Committee Member not be eligible as a Regional Trustee or nontrustee Director candidate until one
year after his or her last service as an Appointed Committee Member."

E. Discuss recommendation from trustees’ Nominating Committee that new language be added to the Bylaws of the General
Service Board regarding successor terms of Class B trustees in the event of resignation or death.

XII. Archives / A. Review Workbook.

XIII. International Conventions/Regional Forums
A. Consider the concept of Intranet broadcast of the 2005 International Convention Opening Flag Ceremony 
B. Discuss the upcoming 2005 International Convention.
C. Discuss ways to encourage interest in Regional and Special Forums.
D. Discuss the concept of restructuring and/or increasing Forums (Regional/Special)
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H ello, My name is Paula, I have
the pleasure of being your
Area 92 Grapevine and

Literature chair-and of course, I'm an
alcoholic. By the grace of God and
the rooms of AA, I was able to cele-
brate fifteen years on March 26th. I
have to tell you, it was a great day.
My home group (Off 53 Hauser Lake)
took its inventory
that day, and we
found we can
improve, but that
we communicate
very well. All in
all, we are a pret-
ty healthy group.

By the time
you read this, the
latest issue of the
Grapevine will
be arriving in
mailboxes
around the
world. I hope you
had a chance to
read the March
issue. It has great
stuff in it: people
who have more
than one genera-
tion in AA carry-
ing the message;
the first AA con-
vention in
Mongolia; and a
story from a
member in
Thailand
describing the
power of AA in
action after the tsunami.

Excitement about the
International Convention is building.
You can volunteer for the Grapevine
at www.toronto.ca. All volunteers
must register for the convention.

The GSO publication,“The Home
Group: Heartbeat of AA,” is being

updated and released in May.
Now about our literature in gen-

eral: On July 1,2005, the price of all
books, with the exception of the Big
Book, will increase by $1.00. This will
include all languages and formats,
and booklets.

The AAWS Board also approved
a service charge on orders. It will be

10 percent, with
a minimum of
$3.00; orders of
$250 or more
will be exempt
from any serv-
ice charges.
In your Box 459
there is a great
article about
conference
approval, how
and why we
need it.Very
informative
reading.

As you have
probably heard
we will be
meeting on
Friday night to
talk about and
try to answer
questions about

conference
agenda items.
So if you have
any questions
on the AA
Grapevine mag-
azine or litera-
ture in general,

you could e-mail me the question
and I will try to have all the answers
(gathered from other folks). My
email is paulat47@hotmail.com.
Hope to hear from you.

Yours in service,
Paula Thompson

: Grapevine & Literature Chair :

News From The Ever-changing 
World of AA Literature

A Remembrance

DON P.
I received a phone call early this

morning that my friend Don P.
from Denver, Colorado had lost

his battle with cancer during the
night. Now, as I try to begin writing
about the upcoming assembly, I can-
not get the thoughts of this wonder-
ful man out of my mind. I know this
is as it should be. Shorty H. from
Kennewick,Wash. loved to share
about the “Pillars” in Alcoholics
Anonymous. He would talk about
what it took to be a Pillar. Don P. was,
no doubt, a pillar in Alcoholics 

(continued on page 18)

Special Section in the April issue…
First It Gets Better, Then It Gets Real

“Finding the balance in double-digit sobriety”
“A Funny Thing Happened Around Ten Years”
“Getting Through the Slump: Making it back to AA”
“Falling Apart on the Inside: Re-stabilizing after a 
decade without drinking”

H U M O RTHE TOP 10 LIST

They call us booze hounds, lushes,
rummies, soakers, sponges and sots...
yes, even “dipsomaniacs.” Realizing
that turnabout may not be spiritually
fair play, we nonetheless present:

Top 10 Euphemisms 
for Non-Alcoholics

#10. Normies

#9. Two-drink Dweebs

#8. Chablis-sipping Sissies

#7. Shpritzer-heads

#6. Kahlua Jockies

#5. People who suffer from a seem-
ingly hopeful condition of mind and
body

#4. Sanity Addicts

#3. Foster Brooks Bashers

#2. Men who haven’t lost their legs

...and the Number 1 euphemism for
non-alcoholics:

93% of the Earth’s population!
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Motion 1
That WSEA 92 change its procedure for processing motions in
the following manner, throughout the remainder of the 5 year
period of motion #2003.2:

To have all motions processed at our two Assemblies only,
eliminating the quarterly system of processing motions. Our
two Area Committee meetings (quarterlies) will no longer
process motions. A motion will take 6 months to process and
will go from Assembly to Assembly, giving the home group
plenty of time to discuss and get background for each motion.
However, the Assembly, may, with substantial unanimity vote,
decide to pass or fail a motion at an Assembly if the body
found it necessary.

Example: October Fall Assembly: motions from April
Spring Assembly would be voted on. New motions presented
and passed on the April Spring Assembly.

Motion 2
That Area 92 add a line in the Area Handbook that reads:"All
motions not specifying the time they will take effect, will, if
passed, take effect at the end of the assembly."

Background: At the last assembly, one motion in particular
(if passed) could have affected all other motions coming to the
floor at that assembly. A long discussion ensued as to when the
motion would take effect if passed. This motion simply sets a
time in writing as a precedent to use as a reference.

Intent: The intent of this motion is not that all motions take
effect at a particular time. It is simply to have something in the
area handbook as a reference. Any Motion may specify a par-
ticular time it is intended to take effect, and that specification
would instantly over-rule this line in the Area 92 handbook.
This motion would only apply to motions specifying no date,
and end a lengthy discussion as to "when it would take effect."

Implementation: One line would be entered in the Area 92
handbook reading,"All motions not specifying the time they
will take effect, will, if passed take effect at the end of the
assembly."

Motion 3
That WSEA 92 add a line to the Delegate's expenses to include a
line for reasonable expenses, not to exceed $200, "if" the
Delegate from WSEA92 is elected to a Chair position at the
Conference and will be required at attend the January Board
meeting representing WSEA 92 and AA as a whole.

Motion 4
That we eliminate the roll call procedure for the election of our
conference Delegate and Alternate Delegate and adopt the fol-
lowing qualifications to serve as Area 92 Delegate. Before bal-
loting starts, the chair shall ask all those in the body who meet
the stated qualifications to stand; the chair will then ask that of
these members with the time and energy available and will-
ingness to serve to please remain standing; the A.A. members
still standing will be the roster for the election. Each individ-
ual's name (suggest full names) and district shall be read aloud
and written on the board. The election will begin using the
3rd. legacy procedure. The qualifications will be the same for
the Alternate Delegate.
WSEA 92 DELEGATE QUALIFICATIONS*: Has served as
General Service Representative (GSR). Has served as Distirct
Committee Member (DCM). Minimum 5 years of continuous
sobriety, which includes active participation in local and area
affairs. *FOR COMPLET LIST OF QUALIFICATIONS REFER TO
THE A.A.SERVICE MANUAL, PP.S45-S46.
Moved by the Rocketed Into A 4th. Dimension (R4D) group of

Alcoholics Anonymous District 10,WSEA 92 
Intent:We believe this small step as an Area may aid us in

choosing our future leaders with increasing care and responsi-
bility, which is in line with the principles outlined in Concept
IX. It is our hope that this would also encourage those who are
so qualified, to make themselves available to serve Alcoholics
Anonymous and Area 92 in this capacity, when the time comes.
CONCEPT IX "Good service leaders, together with sound and
appropriate methods of choosing them, are at all levels indis-
pensable for our future functioning and safety....."

Background: The basis for this motion is taken directly
drom the A.A. Service Manual and the 12 Concepts for World
Service. including Concept IX, and Chapter 3 (The District and
the D.C.M.; Term, Eligibility, and Election Procedures, pg, S30;
Chapter Four (The Area Assembly and Activities, A Typical
Election, Item #6. and bullets, pg. S34; Chapter six (The
Delegate, Qualifications, pp. S45-S46).

Current procedure:We have 6 elected Area Officers,
including the Delegate, Alt,Delegate, Chairperson, Alt.Chair,
Treasurer, and Alt.Treasurer. These trusted servants are elect-
ed every 2 years by all Area GSR's in Assembly with the Area
Committee. When electing our new Area Officers, the chair
does a roll call of the Area Committee, where each A.A. mem-
ber currently serving on the outgoing Area Committee is
asked if they are available to serve in each of the 6 elected
positions. When one answers yes, "available", they are then
placed on the roster as a candidate for the election of that
trusted servant position (by 3rd. legacy procedure). After the
roll call of the Area Committee is completed, other AA mem-
bers are allowed to make themselves available. Our Area has
no qualifications in place for any of these service positions.
The Area Committee includes: 6 Elected Area Officers--elected
every 2 years by assembly of G.S.R.'s. 9 Appointed Committee
people-- appointed by the elected officers. 23 D.C.M.s --each
D.C.M. is elected by their Districts.

Impact:We would elect our conference Delegate and
Alternate Delegate based upon these minimal qualifications,
which are taken directly from the service manual and in line
with the principles of our program. We would no longer con-
duct a roll call of the Area Committee for these two postions,
and nominations would not be taken from the floor. These
qualifications would also be added to our Area Handbook
under each Area Officer description.

Motion: That WSEA 92 add a permanent, rotating, non-funded
handbook committee under the responsibility of the Area
Secretary. This committee would be made up of the Area
Secretary and 4 appointed DCMs. The committee will be
responsible for keeping the Area Handbook updated.
Submitted by Granola Group in District 20.

Background:We have formed a handbook committee twice
before. Once when we accepted the handbook from Area 72,
and then again when we added the handbook to the Area
Website. A group of people is more likely to catch any typs's
and slight changes in wording than one individual. You also
get a concensus of all the places that a passed motion will
change the handbook, and what wording will take place. Face-
to-face meetings could be held on Friday night of Area
Quarterlies and Assemblies, like the Finance Committee does.
Any other committee communication could be done by phone,
mail, or e-mail.

Pg. S.37 of the 2004-2005 Service Manual under Area
Newsletters or Bulletins states "as in most A.A. service activi-
ties, it has been found prudent to make a committee (rather
than one or two individuals) responsible for the format, plan-
ning, and content."  We believe that the handbook carries more
importance than a newsletter in that it dictates how we do busi-
ness at the Area Level, therefore it would be prudent that a
committee would be responsible for these updates.

Area  92  — Spr ing  2005 Assembly
MOTIONS ON THE DOCKET
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PUZZLEAA CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1 Swedish pop band minus

one B
4 A man who is “much con-

cerned with his dress and
appearance”

7 Mistake or social faux-pas
12 Left after eating kernels
13 Yeddo
14 Glyceryl ester
15 Bacchanalians
17 We have been these to our

disease; also, “slaves”
18 “Have we tried to make

mor___ without sand?” (p. 75)
19 “We will lose interest in

self___ things” (p. 84)
21 O.J. Judge Lance ____
22 Showily imitative of art or

artists
24 Calendar month, abbrv.
25 A wild goat
26 Short for God “be with you”
27 The only requirement for

AA membership (p. 564)
29 Light patterned cotton cloth
31 When we fail a promise
35 Kingdom of Saud language
37 “to watch loneliness __ish”
38 The most destructive of all

four-letter words (p. 62)
41 “Don’t see anything the

__ter here, Ma!” (p. 82)
42 “One school would allow

man no flavor for” this (p.69)
43 Doctors’ group
44 “It is easy to ___ up on

the spiritual program of
action” 
(p. 87)
45 Commercials in print
46 Goods carried by a large

vehicle
48 A symptom of alco-

holism;  feeling of illness or
discomfort
52 Russian ballet
53 Former rival of NBA
54 Very Low Frequency
55 A covered passage
56 Company that rings

receipts
57 Bill “could ___ little or

nothing when drinking” (p. 7)

DOWN
1 They think algorithms
2 Squeezing snake; a scarf
3 Enablers do this; assisted
4 “We think it ought to be

classed with stealing” (p. 68)
5 “__ly enough, he is often

difficult to deal with.” (p. 110)
6 Flowers often used for cor-

sages or filling pockets
7 Exclamation of surprise
8 “dozen glasses of __” (p. 6)
9 Weekday on which no

feast is celebrated
10 “Confession” Step or liquor

bottle size
11 James ____, painter
16 Negative; no
20 Sunlight or fellowship of
22 Defensive nuclear weapon
23 A shag rug made in Sweden
24 Two all-beef patties, special

sauce, lettuce, etc. on this bun
25 First “maintenance” Step
27 Women from Mayflower
28 “__over on a spiritual 

basis” (p. 162)
30 British Air Aces
32 We can’t postpone or be this

with a self-imposed crisis (p. 53)
33 “We tried to disre___d the

other person involved” (p. 67)

34 The compass point midway
between northeast and east
36 Gotham City crime fighter
38 Bags, often of burlap
39 Electronic communication
40 Not Moe, Curly or Shemp
42 Federal body that regulates

drugs and food
44 At its core, AA is this and

service (according to Dr. Bob)
45 Chemical that caused the

“Apple Scare”
47 Nickname for Republican

organization
49 Basics
50 Patti Hearst’s captors
51 A newt in its terrestrial

stage of development

(Page-numbered clues are from the Big Book)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14

15 16 17

18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25

26 27 28

29 30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37

38 39 40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50 51

52 53 54

55 56 57

1. AA traces its roots to the follow-
ing persons/organizations:

a) The Oxford Group
b) The First Century Christians 

Association
c) The Salvation Army
d) All of the above

2. AA at its core is often described
as “one alcoholic talking to another.”
Who first coined this phrase? Was it
a) Bill W.
b) Dr. Bob
c) Dr. Silkworth
d) Dr. Pepper

3. The organization that publishes
“The Small Book” and promises
“so-briety without depending on
other people or a higher power” is
called:

a) Moderation Maintenance
b) Rational Recovery
c) Secular Sanity
d) See You in AA in a Couple of
Years

Q U I ZTEST YOUR AA-Q



Washington State East Area 92 

July 2005 
Quarterly 

July 15 ~ 16
First United Methodist Church 

941 Washington Street 
Wenatchee WA. 98801 

Hosted by District 5 
For more information please contact, 

 Joanne W. (509) 679-9268, or Gene A. (509) 679-3429 

(registration includes lunch and ice cream social) 

Please make checks payable to: District 5 AA
Mail to: 933 N Baker #1 East Wenatchee, Wa. 98801 

Please use one registration per person 

Name: ________________________________________ District #: ______________

Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail Address: ____________________ Phone Number: ___________________

Service Position: (Please circle one)

 Member     GSR     Alt-GSR     DCM     Alt-DCM  Past Delegate

District Officer (Position) ____________________ 

Area Officer (Position) _______________________ 

Registration   $10 

$______  Amount
 Enclosed 
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P re Conference Assemblies
come in different sizes,
shapes, and ideas, but they all

seem to have the same common
threads, the first being to “educate
the delegate” on how the area feels
about the upcoming agenda items
for the General Service Conference.

I use the term “educate the dele-
gate” in all sincerity. Past delegates
in my area and other areas of the
Pacific Region passed the term on to
me, explaining that this was one of
the most precious and serious com-
mitments a delegate can have. This
idea of educating sends a message
that home group members along
with others from the area, truly do
have an active voice in AA as a
whole. It also says that as the dele-
gate, I understood that I did not nec-
essarily know how the groups in my
area were going to respond to any
given agenda item. I needed to lis-
ten to them very carefully.

Another thing I became very
aware of is the fact that I didn't nec-
essarily know what items the area
was going to be interested in. I
needed to let them “educate” me as
to what was important to them and
their groups.

As I began this process with the
area at the pre-conference assembly,
a remarkable thing started to hap-
pen.We had open, spontaneous, and
heart felt conversation.We talked
about some of the background,
questions were asked and answered,
and as the conversation progressed,
I began to get an idea of how the
area felt.When we were finished
with each topic or agenda item, I
told them what I heard them say to
me, how I thought they felt, and
asked them if I had it right. This can-
not be accomplished with a “one
way” communication. It must be
open dialog with the delegate, much
like visiting at home in the living
room.

Each delegate goes to the

General Service Conference with the
right of decision. This is imperative
because the Conference makes
decisions for AA as a whole, directly
for the US and Canada, indirectly for
the world. This is so important
because what might be good for us
here in Area 92 might not work at all
in some area across the map.

Therefore, as I said, the dele-
gates are charged with making poli-
cy, or not making policy, for every-
one. If I go to the conference and do
not share how my area feels about

something, and if the other dele-
gates don't share their area's ideas,
how am I to know if something will
or might not work elsewhere? It is
this wonderful sharing from the
microphone about how everyone
back home feels about an item that
gives the delegates their basis for
deliberation and decision.

Some folks and some home
groups don't quite understand how
to get through this mass of back-
ground and agenda items. Here are
some suggestions laced with experi-
ence that might be of help. Read
through the material you have. Don't

worry if you can't understand it all.
Think about what an agenda

item will really accomplish. Talk
about it with your group and/or at a
district meeting. Ask any questions
you have at the pre-conference
assembly. Then, armed with your
information, you can finish your dis-
cussion at the assembly and can
“educate” your delegate to the best
of your ability. If you practice this a
while, you might find it will work
well for you.

The General Service Conference
agenda is the main focus for the pre-
conference assembly. However, in
our region, the Pacific Region, the
areas also address local or area
business (including motions) after
the pre-conference portion is fin-
ished. (This is true also of many
areas outside our region though it’s
not possible to quote exact  numbers
at this time .) This is the second of
the common threads that bind the
idea of a pre-conference assembly.

Some areas have a two-day
assembly, some a three. In these
ways, the pre-conference assembly
seems to be varied. Different things
are done at different assemblies, and
the agendas can be very different
for each assembly. So say the March
agenda can be the pre-conference
agenda first, area motions second,
no reports or limited reports, no
workshops, speaker or not, etc.
October can include all the reports,
area motions, workshops, GSR
school, speaker, etc. An area can set
it up however they would like.

Please come and be a part of
area 92's second-ever pre-confer-
ence assembly. The rewards are
great. It will connect you to AA as a
whole. It will help your home group
grow and be stronger. It will give
you a wonderful sense of belonging
to and participating in Alcoholics
Anonymous.

Charlotte I.

The Education of a Delegate

The Term “Pre-Conference” Gives This 
Assembly Special Meaning And Purpose

Each delegate goes
to the General

Service Conference
with the right of
decision. This is

imperative because
the Conference

makes decisions for
AA as a whole.
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A bout eight months ago, the Trentwood Group of
Alcoholics Anonymous ventured into a new and
exciting method of carrying the message. The

group voted to start taking trips to outlying areas around
Spokane roughly an hour away as a home group. The
Trentwood Group invites anyone interested in attending.
Groups of drunks board cars, trucks, and vans in twos,
threes, and fours, and sit in cars together discussing
what it was like, what happened, and what it's like now
on the way to the meeting. It's a great opportunity to
carry the message and the newcomer to the meeting at
the same time.

The Taking A Trip meeting is for the newcomer. I
remember when I first started coming to the program in
Pullman. There was a group of guys going down to a
treatment center in Orofino to carry the message to the
still suffering alcoholic. I don't know if they knew it or
not, but they had a still suffering alcoholic in the car with
them. As they shared on the trip down I heard them talk-
ing and laughing about things I couldn't talk about or
laugh about. It was like an intensive meeting where I got
to know some old timers who were willing to go to any
lengths for their sobriety. Being a part of that trip helped
me see what this new way of living was all about. It was
really simple. It wasn't until I saw them outside of a meet-

ing doing service work that it hit me: I really wanted
what these guys had. They didn't just speak eloquently in
meetings and say things like “Keep Coming Back” or “It
Works if you work it”. They took action. They SHOWED
me how it works. Now our group does the same thing
with the newcomers in our area.

So far, Taking A Trip has visited groups in Spirit
Lake, Athol, Pullman, Deer Park, Cheney, Elk, Plummer,
and a meeting way up in the woods between Coeur d'
Alene and Silver Mountain.We have had some pretty
cool experiences. On the trip back from Elk one of the
cars hit a deer! Then right after one of the biggest snow-
falls of the year, nearly 40 alcoholics willing to go to any
lengths (even in the snow) met to drive to Spirit Lake.
Last week we had a couple people from Spirit Lake show
up at the Trentwood Group on their own trip! The meet-
ing in the North Idaho wilderness was awesome! When
we got out to basically the middle of nowhere a member
of AA had a cabin in the “backyard” where he had cut
trees in half and made giant benches around a huge
bonfire that lit up a circle of close to 50 AA's sharing
their experience, strength, and hope along with hot
dogs, marshmallows, and tons of other food! One of the
new gals from our group had 60 days at the meeting and
it reminded me that any lengths is a long way alone but
sitting around a fire and in a car with other drunks
reminded me that the trudging doesn't have to be done
miserable or alone.

The meetings have been really cool and it's been a
great opportunity for fellowship and unity within the
group. For any other groups out there interested in put-
ting a trip together, there is a website where you can
look up meetings at http://www.area92aa.org. For more
information, contact Gus K. at (509) 879-0495.

Beginners Meeting Gets Wheels

Taking A Trip 
Not Taking A Trip
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“Let me know when you take your inventory. You’ll need my help.”

Locals traveling out of state fell in
with the wrong crowd, wound up
spending the night in jail. (Shown
here after booking and finger-
printing by Tucson police.)
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Dear Ask-it Basket,

How do you tell if a camp out,
roundup, or other event is an “offi-
cial” AA function?

(signed)
Just Asking

Dear Ask-it Basket Asker,

Welll… it depends on what one
means by “events,”“functions,” and
“official.”

Let's look at the difference
between an official AA function such
as the International Conference and
a daily AA meeting. There are rela-
tively few AA functions which are
certified and supported by the
General Service Office (GSO),
whereas there are thousands of regu-
lar, closed AA meetings every day.
And there are also lots of “irregular”
AA meetings or “events” such as
banquets, camp outs, roundups, and
conventions (aside from “the
International,” of course) that are not
sanctioned by GSO, the General
Service Conference, or any other
body in AA's service structure.

The guidelines from GSO vari-
ously define such non-service events
as: conventions, conferences, ban-
quets, and “almost any AA get-
together beyond the group-meeting
level.”

For the purposes of discussion in
GSO's Guidelines on Conventions,
the word “convention” is used to
cover what we often refer to as
roundups and camp outs. A camp out
is typically open to non-AAs, fees or
other contribution might be collect-
ed from non-members, and a camp
out isn't held as a result of policies
inherent in the service structure.

Now let's look at what deter-
mines if a picnic, camp out or round
up “is AA” or whether it's just a party
where lots of attendees happen to be

members of AA. Perhaps Tradition
Three (long form) could be a start-
ing point in answering this question:

Our membership ought to
include all who suffer from alco-
holism. Hence we may refuse
none who wish to recover. Nor
ought A.A. membership ever
depend upon money or conform-
ity. Any two or three alcoholics
gathered together for sobriety
may call themselves an AA group,
provided that, as a group, they
have no other affiliation.

One common criterion for treat-
ing an event as “AA” versus “not-
AA”—and whether to interact with it
financially, announce it at meetings,
list it in the Grapevine, newsletters,
websites—is often evaluated by ask-
ing this question: “Does it include one
or more AA meetings?” If it does, it
should probably be treated like any
other meeting regardless of whether
it's hosted by a home group, a dis-
trict, a committee, or just a gathering
of AA members. Many regular AA
meetings aren't registered as groups.
Knowing that, one could say that a
roundup or camp out is an AA meet-
ing that meets regularly...once a year.

Of course, this simple criterion
can easily get complicated.What if
the event is co-sponsored by AA and
Al-anon? What if the event's activities
(beyond the holding of AA meetings,
that is) affect other groups or AA as
a whole?

No doubt there are as many
answers to this question as there are
individual situations. In each case,
the AA members involved have to
evaluate the issues at hand in accor-
dance with the principles held in our
Traditions, seek the counsel of their
peers, contact GSO for additional
experience and historical perspec-
tive, etc.

AA or Not AA?

The Ask-It
Basket

(continued from page 12)

A Remembrance 
of Don P.
Anonymous. He had served AA as a 
Trustee-at-Large when AA was taken
into Russia and always had time to 
share that experience. He lived the
basics of AA and shared his experi-
ence through speaking and work-
shops. Even after learning of the dis-
ease that grabbed his physical body
he continued to meet commitments
and carry the message of Alcoholics
Anonymous. He touched so many. He
was a true friend. As in the list of my
past mentors and examples, Don P.
will not be forgotten.

Rusty K.

The 
AXE-It
Bakset
Dear AXE-It Bakset,

If Lizzy Borden were of a mind to
apply 50 or so whacking motions to
the exoskeleton of her spouse, what
do you think she’d do?

Wondering in Wamsutta

Dear Wondering,

AXE it!

Thanks for your question.



AA Business 101

Check Personalities
At The Door 
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W hen Bill W. wrote the essay
on Concept 9, I believe it
contained the true de-

scription of a Pillar in Alcoholics
Anonymous. Men, like Don P., John
G., Shorty H., Hal C., Fran P., Eric B.,
men who have had such a tremen-
dous affect on my sobriety, both per-
sonal and in service. Men who were
knowledgeable but humble, gentle
yet firm, understanding but commit-
ted, patient, tolerant
and open-minded.

They all loved
the life Alcoholics
Anonymous had
given them. This was
always apparent by
their example and
fearless way of walk-
ing through life on
life's terms. It always
seemed that when
our paths crossed
there was a lapse in
time before I under-
stood or could live
the principles they
taught.

The willingness
to become teachable seemed to
come with claw marks and scarred
fingers. I had always heard the
words to “place principles before
personalities” so many times during
my journey in AA. I was good at
placing the principles of AA before
your personality and I continued to
let self will run riot along with open
criticism of others. Then one day… 

My sponsor asked me when I
was going to change and learn what
“principles before personalities”
really meant. He had found the right
moment to have my captive attention
(two by four experience).

As he explained, what it meant
was that I needed to put the princi-
ples of AA in front of my personality,
that other people's personality was

really none of my business. That all I
could really handle was dealing with
my own situations and personality.

From that day, it has seemed that
when my personality is in the back-
ground, your personality became
okay. My teachers in Alcoholics
Anonymous could live this in such a
way that it became unnoticeable to
all those around them. I was taught
that I had problems when I drank but

in sobriety I would
only have situations.
If I did not drink
these situations
would become okay.
The day has become
late and I look for-
ward to meeting my
many friends at the
Pre-Conference
Assembly in Rich-
land. My goal is to
come with an attitude
that lets me see the
positive, have vision
for the business of
Area 92 and leave
with a unified heart
that all is okay. To

always have an open mind as we
conduct the business of Area 92. The
business of Area 92 is to set policy
and to support the groups and dis-
tricts as they do the 12 Step work of
Alcoholics Anonymous.

My responsibility is to show up
and not criticize, but to share experi-
ence as we discuss and debate the
policy of Area 92. I hope to always
remember that the collective con-
science of the groups continues to
be the final and best voice for
Alcoholics Anonymous.

So I close and thank you for the
privilege of sharing my scattered
thoughts today and to realize that all
is truly okay as long as I do not take
that first drink.
Thank you, Rusty K.

Advertising
Sales Account
Executive Kyle
is not is an
alcoholic (pos-
sibly). However
his heavy
drinking at
office parties
has resulted in
two reprimands

from supervisors, and the end of his
18-month relationship with a cashier
at Safeway. He was the 1987 recipient
of the Dayton Jaycees Honorable Effort
Award in Marketing, and was second
runner up for student body president
during his junior year of high school.

Dear Advertising Sales 
Account Executive Kyle,

Almost every night I get so wound
up I can’t sleep, then I start drinking
myself to sleep and I feel terrible
the next day.What’s wrong with me?

Sleepless in Snoqualmie

Dear Sleepless,

What you’ve described is caused by
things that, if we allow them to fester
inside, will drive you crazy.You have
to talk about it or it gets worse. And
then where are you? Groggy and
insane! 

You know, there’s times when it
feels like 3 AM all over the world. A
cold wind blows across the prairie
as if to say,“What’s the use, any-
way?” That’s when you need rational
thinking more than ever. And that’s
when I start number crunching—
and, believe me, I crunch til dawn.
Then a few cups o’hot Joe, a splash
of Brut 52 across the face, and I’m
good to go... Until night falls. And
then it starts all over again.

Well hey, thanks for writing and
getting me to talk about all this. It
helped, it really did. I’ve gotta run
now. I’m afraid I might be getting
low on Red Bull and Mallo Mars.

The willingness
to become teach-
able seemed to
come with claw

marks and
scarred fingers.

�
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ADVICE
Ask Advertising Sales
Account Executive Kyle
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