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Page 4 Washington East Area 92 Newsletter 

Trusted Servant Reports 
 

Delegate 

Thank you Area 92!  It has been my honor and privilege to serve you as delegate.  I have been humbled over and 

over in service to our Area and am grateful for the opportunities to grow.  You have all done a fine job in service to 

our Area and to Alcoholics Anonymous, thank you for that also.  As my time runs out, albeit almost 2 months to go, I 

am writing this early because it will be in the December issue of the Newsletter and my last article as delegate.  I have 

mostly only had to answer emails, a lot of them, since the assembly.  I did have the pleasure of attending the Gratitude 

Banquet in Spokane and I intend on going to the Banquet in Wenatchee. 

 I know our paths will cross many times in the upcoming years.  I don’t believe that any of this is “trudging”.  

Yes, we are walking along the path of happy destiny; it’s just that trudging is not how I feel.  I have had fun, I have had 

struggles, all with the hope that we were all doing what we were supposed to in our pursuit to facilitate our 12th step 

work.  I will see you and help you should you need; this is not the end of my service.  Please change my email address 

back to saundersconst@aol.com.  May the power that shines down on us all be with you always! 

Always faithful, Jeff S. 

 

Alternate Delegate  

Here we are at the end of this rotation.  Prior to moving into a new year and a new rotation I want to thank you all 

for the opportunities for growth I have been given while serving Area 92 as alternate delegate.  I’ve had the oppor-

tunity to meet many new friends in the fellowship, travel and learn more about the structure and history of Alcoholics 

Anonymous all while focusing on our primary purpose; to carry the message to the alcoholic who still suffers.  I look 

forward to serving Area 92 in the next rotation as your panel 64 delegate.  Hope to see you all at the January quar-

terly.  GODS Grace, Dolores E 

 

Chair 

Greetings Area 92, 

December already?  Wow, seems like just yesterday it was October and we were all together in Pasco.  So, now that 

we are moving forward.  Well, wait, I want to thank you all one more time for the opportunity to be your chair.  It 

was amazing and I wish the best for Joanne next rotation.  It was truly an honor and a delight to serve you all in that 

capacity. 

Okay, so now onward.  By the time you read this I will have attended at least two gratitude banquets, one in District 

7, it was a blast, great speakers and great company, and one in Colfax, always great food and great company.  Toying 

with the idea of driving up to Spokane for their banquet as well, more will be revealed.  I will attend the last Standing 

Committee Workshop for this rotation in Wapato.  Fern and I will be driving over and we will work on the hand 

over of the Treasurer information.    Hope to see your shining faces over there. 

My Grandson’s birthday is in November, so a quick trip to the coast is in order.  I will be spending the last half of De-

cember in Steilacoom, Mom is having surgery and needs some help with Dad. 

Yours in grateful service, Carol E. Chair 

 

Treasurer 

I am writing my last report to you as WSEA 92 Treasurer.  Thank you Area 92 for your help and support over the 

past two years.  I have to say I probably was given more than I gave.  Isn’t that always the way when we are allowed 

to be of service?  I want to thank my fellow trusted servants for being an inspiration and just a lot of fun to hang 

around. I am headed out to the final event of this rotation, the Standing Committee Workshop in Wapato, December 

14th.  I will be writing the final expense checks and getting ready to close the books for this year and get the records 

ready to hand off to the new Treasurer.  Please come and see me there if there are unpaid expenses due to you.  My 

final Seventh Tradition reading is from “Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions” page 160:  Self-supporting alcoholics?  

Who ever heard of such a thing?  Yet we find that’s what we have to be.  The principle is telling evidence of the pro-

found change that A.A. has wrought in all of us.  Everybody knows that active alcoholics scream that they have no 

troubles money can’t cure.  Always, we had our hands out.  Time out of mind we’ve been dependent upon somebody, 

usually money-wise.  When a society composed entirely of alcoholics says it’s going to pay its bills, that’s really news. 

In the Fellowship of the Spirit, Fern W. 
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Alt Treasurer 

Washington State East Area 92 makes a concerted effort to thank the Groups and Districts for contributions made to 

the Area and to publish by name in the Area Newsletter those Groups and Districts who support the Area. This article 

includes acknowledgement of contributions for the months of October and November, 2013 since the November, 

2013 Newsletter.  

 

District   2:   As Bill Sees It     

District   3:   Saturday Morning Big Book Study, Prescription for Living   

District   4:   Happy Hour, Last Call for Serenity, Live and Let Live, Richland Fellowship, Sad Ol’ Stories,  Up For Sobri-

ety, A New Freedom, Chapter Five, Pig Boys     

District   5:   Pass It On, Alpine Bavarian     

District   6:   A New Light, AMAA, East Valley Beginners   

District   7:   Lost & Found, ER Group, Clearwater Canyon, Deary Group, S.O.B.E.R. Group                                   

District   8:   Best Ave “Noon”, Get the Spirit, Wednesday Night Big Book Study,  Women in Emotional Sobriety, Ft. 

Sherman Chapel 

District   9:   Sunday Eye Opener, Touch of Feelings      

District 10:   Rocketed into the 4th Dimension, Sunday Morning Group     

District 12:   New Beginnings  

District 13:   Valley Noon Group, Sullivan Road Group  

District 14:   Close Encounters, Lots of Hope, The Troy Group  

District 15:   Serenity Breakfast, District 15, Down River Stayin’ Alive, Steps of Sobriety, Wednesday Lunch Bunch  

District 16:   District 16     

District 17:   Early Birds   

District 19:   Early Morning, Manic Monday Noon        

District 20:   An AA Group, Granola  

District 21:   Grupo Camino de Esperanza  

District 22:   New Freedom 

 

Archives 

On Saturday, September 5th the archives steering committee met in Airway Heights at the repository for a work party.  

We worked from 10 am until about 2 or 3 sorting, putting shelving together and relocating the archives to provide for 

one room to be a work area and the other for display.  Mike B the past archivist purchased and donated a glass cabinet 

to the repository last week.  We have been working to get the archives on display at the Air Way Heights location.  

There will be a space for display and a work area for research.  We will be setting up the computer for us to continue 

logging in newly presented or gifted archives.   

The order sheets for the commemorative “75th” Anniversary Edition” of the First Edition of the Alcoholics Anony-

mous book is now available for preordering.   You may place your preorder starting November 15, 2013 to be shipped 

in April 2014.  You can do individual orders or group orders.  You can save shipping by of course doing group orders.  

The cost per book is $12 plus shipping.   

We had a good turnout for the Regional Archives workshop on July 27th in Ellensburg.  District 10 arranged for the 

location and Duane with help from several members helped provide the food which was awesome.  The facilitator 

Dave C is from area 72 and was very informative.  He has been facilitating these events for some years now and on the 

list of contacts for the National AA Archives so we learned a lot.  Dave’s sponcer, Buzz C. had a health emergency on 

Saturday morning needing to be hospitalized for a few days. So it did affect the amount of time we had for the actual 

workshop but Dave was able to conduct the workshop and coverage a lot of information. 

We had a big turnout at the last standing workshop in Kennewick.  There were lots of new interest in archives.  We 

were able to pass on information from the Archives workshop as well as information about the new archives facility in 

Airway Heights. 

For those of you that may not know, the AA.org website under Archives and History has 3 audio talks, one is Dr. 

Bob’s last talk at the First International Convention in Cleveland in July 1950, Bill W’s  humorous anecdote on “the day 

he lost his pants” at the 1960 Intl convention and Bill W. on the origin of Rule 62. There are some entertaining clips to 

enjoy.   

Submitted by Diana M, Area 92 Archivist 
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District Reports 

 

Corrections 

HI everyone well this is a sad repot for me. The next to last one in this rotation, it has been a great learning rotation 

for me. I have had the opportunity to met and work with some great people and thank each and everyone of you 

THANK YOU. I would like to make a BIG THANK TOU TO Libby, Jerry N. and Mac M. along with the rest of you 

who I have had contact with this 2 years.  I well not be at area service for at least the next rotation for many reasons 

but well be with you in my heart and well miss not being there. I whole heartily encourage all who want to experience 

the area service to do so as you well learn so much from that experience.  We hope to see everyone at the standing 

committee workshop on 12/14/13 in Wapato as they are so informative and a wonderful way to meet up with people 

from around the area who work on the same committees as you do so lets all go and see who is the chairs for the 

next rotation again THANK YOU for allowing me to be of service. Jerry W. 

 

Literature 

Would like to thank everyone for the opportunity to serve as your literature/grapevine chair for the last rotation. It 

has been a pleasure! As you have probably heard, the 75th anniversary issue of the big book will be available on Nov 

15 for $12. I will be ordering some for the area literature bank. New service manuals are out as are [2] new grapevine 

books, ONE ON ONE and NO MATTER WHAT.  Anyone wishing to order any of these books or any others you can 

give me a call at [406] 291-5541 or e-mail me at sroush53@frontier .com 

love and respect   Scott Roush 

 

Newsletter 

Well this may or may not be the last Newsletter that I get to do. I will leave it up to the incoming Newsletter Chair as 

to what they may want to do. Anyhow, Thank you all for allowing me to serve you this last 2 years. I have had so much 

fun and have learned a lot about the history and my computer (publisher). Do hope to see you all the next rotation. 

Love you all lots Joanne 

 

Public Information 

Next month you will have a new Public Information Chairman and my rotation will be over. AA is working as it should. 

In my two years I learned about myself and another way to help others to come to know AA. 

Thank you everyone for all the support and opportunities I have had over the last two years. 

 

Treatment / Special Needs Accessibilities 

Hello everyone.... 

I would like to congratulate all of our new area officers and thank the ones that I have had the pleasure of serving with 

these last two years. Especially our good friend Jeff S. who has been a great part of my sobriety for some time now.  

It has been an exciting time these past two years. Unfortunately it is time to rotate out. Just when I was getting the 

hang of it of course! Lol!! I would like to thank all of you for letting me be of service. The October voting assembly was 

a great experience as always.. Next up is the December Standing Committee Workshop in Wapato. Hope to see all of 

you, and then some, there. Looking forward to seeing what my Higher Power has in store next.  

Being of service has been the most that I could have ever imagined. Making a lot of new friends and seeing them get as 

excited about service as myself is just what this program has to offer. 

District 7 

Hello everyone, my name is Willy and I'm an alcoholic. This passed month I had the honor and privilege of attending 

the fall voting assembly in Pasco with two of our districts gsr's. It was a great time with a lot of great people which are 

all friends. District 7 was well represented. The election process is awesome to be a part of and to have our regional 

trustee Rod B. facilitate made it even more special. Our new committee of elected trusted servants : 

 Delegate- Delores E 

 Alt. Delegate- Scott R. 

 Chair- Joanne W.  
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 Alt Chair- Fern W. 

 Treasurer- Carol E. 

 Alt. Treasurer- Willy W.  

 With out regional trustee nominee being Gene D.  

 We have a gsr school coming up in December and I am looking forward to helping out with that as much as possible. 

Thanks for letting me be of service.        Willy W.  

 

District 10 

Hello fellow followers. Hope your staying warm and cozy this November. We had our annual gratitude banquet last 

night and it was a success! Thanks to all the people who helped out and all those who came. Mike R. from Yakima was 

our fantastic speaker and everyone left full. Sadly, I have to report that someone in a red pickup damaged someones' 

car in the parking lot and just left.  

Other news from Kittitas county: We had elections and Amy B is our new alt treasurer, Brink is our secretary (yay, a 

male for a change),Melissa D. social committee chair and yours truly, Tina D, newsletter.  We have a couple of posi-

tions open. 

Mt, Top, no birthdays and gaining attendance, SOS, Andrea will be speaker 2nd Sat. Paul has 2 yrs. 630 am, really great 

attendance, Al has 25 yrs, R4D, Vicki has 26 yrs.  We will be here all day Thanksgiving day, Food, friends an meetings. 

Cle Elum Group will have there potluck on Nov, 23 and the speakers will be Jeannie C and Jack F from the Burg. Birth-

days are Andy O with 32 yrs, Mark E 23 yrs(ya go Mark), Vickie 19, Jon W, 7 yrs, Joe S 1 year, Travis 1 yr, and Ezra 6 

months! Happy Birthday to all:) Have a peaceful and relaxing holiday. 

Tina D:) 

 

District 15 

We had our elections last month, all chairs are full except for PI/CPC.  I want to thank everyone for all their help.  I 

have learned a lot during this rotation.  I hope everyone has a great Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year.  Groups in 

our District are planning an Alkathon and potlucks for fellowship during this time.  Thank you all for what you do. 

Kathy Pinnell, DCM District 15. 

 

District 19 

Hi everyone! Greetings from District 19!!! Everything is going well here, hoping to not suffer from any winter duldrums 

in our meetings. The Weekend Ramblers have started a Saturday/Sunday meeting in Moses Lake so we are pretty ex-

cited about that. We are also gearing up for a Gratitude Banquet/Dinner with speakers so that will be amazing!! Have a 

great month everyone!! 

 

District 20  

Hi, Everyone who reads the news letters we here in district 20 held our voting in October and we filled every position 

except one so or new trusted servants are Chad is our Alt. DCM Ricky is our DCM Scotty is our Secretary Shawna is 

our Treasure Larry is our PI/CPC Rep. Eddy is our Treatment Rep. Ron is our Corrections Rep. Jalene is our Archivist 

Brian is our Grapevine & literature Rep. and we did not get a CWCO Rep. also this month we start our committee for 

our 5th annual Service Workshop with District 6 and our committee for that meets on the second Tuesday of every 

month at CWCO for anybody that is interested in helping out with that this year we would love your participation 

especially if you're a new comer and want to help out. 

Thank You for letting me Serve you District 20  

 

District 23  

The winter and holidays seem to have over taken us quickly.  Please remember to make time for meetings. An extra 

meeting here and there is a small price to pay for continuing sobriety during this often stressful month. 

The December GSR meeting will be on December 1st.  Our retiring service people will be welcoming in the new as 

they prepare to take the reins in January.  Martin B will be our new DCM.  We will meet at the Apple Cup Café at 

noon. 

The District is moving the December birthday potluck to coincide with the New Year’s Eve get together.  This gather-

ing will begin with a potluck and then stay up to see the New Year in, playing board games.  Of course the birthdays 

will be celebrated in between.  This all takes place in the Methodist Church at the corner of Emerson and Johnson. 

Happy Holidays!! Love Jani 
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Q & A 
Ask your question and receive multiple answers from past and present Area Officers. Check 

back next month for the Experience Strength and Hope of your Trusted Servants. The fine 

print: Please limit your questions 100 words or less and I reserve the right to edit if needed. 
Also include your name, position, home group and district. Email your question and info to 

area92newsletter@gmail.com.   

1. Tradition 12 long form states: "And finally, we of Alcoholics Anonymous believe that the principle of ano-

nymity has an immense spiritual significance. It reminds us that we are to place principles before personal-

ities; that we are actually to practice a genuine humility. This to the end that our great blessings may nev-

er spoil us; that we shall forever live in thankful contemplation of Him who presides over us all." What I 

saw at the October voting assembly seems to be in direct conflict with this statement, specifically the bold-

ed part. Could someone please explain how standing ovations and speeches by elected trusted servants 

integrates with our 12th Tradition?  

 
As one who was elected to be an Area Trusted Servant the so called “speech” I gave was one of gratitude not ego. I 

was greatly humbled that a majority of the voting body had confidence in my ability to be a leader in an anonymous 

fellowship. Bob warns us about being to anonymous within the fellowship as we will be unable to be found by the still 

suffering alcoholic. I do not feel that this sentiment applies within the rooms of Area Service. Does this mean that I 

went to my homegroup and said “Guess who I am!” absolutely not. As an elected area servant I have now become re-

sponsible to every sober member of Alcoholics Anonymous in Area 92. There is no ego in this position for me. I feel 

that it is ok for a newly elected to show thanks to those who have just shown that they have confidence in their ability 

to lead. Joanne W Newsletter 

 
I have to admit I never thought about the 12th Tradition and the newly elected Trusted Servant getting to speak after 

being elected and our tendency to love a standing ovation.  I do know I am uncomfortable being the recipient of a 

standing ovation as I have no idea what I have done to deserve that.  But that is personal opinion and means nothing.  

This is something I need to research more.  I don’t know why we do these things in Area 92 and I have not questioned 

it because it seemed traditional.  I hope someone else will step up and tell us why this is ok or not. Fern W, Treasurer 

 

On the first question I don't see how appreciation of service by elected servants violates the 12th tradition.  

Rex DCM District 3 

 
I personally thought that the elected folks were quite humble in their speech making.  As for the standing ovations, in 

just what manner would the trusted servant elect, control the feelings of a body or for that matter, who has control 

over what? Jeff S, Delegate 

 
First of all, your question concerning Tradition 12 and the Standing Ovations given to trusted servants at the October 

Assembly.  I remember two standing ovations at the Assembly, the first was in response to our Delegate’s last report 

to the body and I feel was an indication of the love and respect this area has for Jeff’s service.  Jeff did not give a 

speech; he delivered his report as is our custom and as did all of the trusted servants. The second standing ovation was 

for Rod B., our outgoing Pacific Regional Trustee who is also rotating out of service to our region.  He was asked to 

speak as his story is powerful and offers experience, strength, and hope.  It is customary for our area to ask our Re-

gional Trustee to share their story with us when we ask them to attend our Assembly.   It is not a violation of Tradi-

tion Twelve to show love and respect for our fellow A.A.’s who have given their time and energy to serving us.  

Carol, Chair 

 
In response to the question regarding anonymity and the speeches and applause an ovations at the assembly I would 

like to voice my opinion.  Our trusted servants have a responsibility to let us know how they are serving us.  They 

come to the podium and share the last three months of activity before the AAs they serve.  The trusted servants lis-

tening than take these reports back to the groups.  This is how AA works.  The body shows gratitude via applause and 

ovations.  This is especially important at the voting Assembly because these servants are wrapping up their service 

commitment. Jani DCM Dist 23 
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2. Several times during the business part of the assembly, there were cheers for a member "Calling the Ques-

tion." This was not limited to the body, as our area trusted servants also participated in this, including one I 

heard say "Hallelujah." I was taught that a group conscience was when a well-informed group arrives at a de-

cision. How can we reach a group conscience when discussion is rushed and discouraged, and the ending of 

said discussion is greeted by jubilation?  

 
I am with Fern on this one. While it may be inappropriate I am also not comfortable telling those who attend the Area 

Service Events what they can and cannot do or say. I feel that this question is a good question for all of us to think 

about. I have been guilty of applauding when the “question has been called” as much as most of us. A well informed 

group conscience begins with the DCM’s taking all the information back to the GSR’s and the GSR’s take it back to 

their groups and then bring it back to the Area. The “well informed group conscience” needs to be brought to the Ar-

ea through well informed GSR who are bringing the  decision of their group and not personal opinion. I have noticed 

many personal options given at the mic. I hope that this is just my perception. I would like to encourage group discus-

sion at the area level by having group discussion at the group level. Joanne W Newsletter 

 
I believe we should not applaud and cheer when someone moves to call the question even though I am aware I have 

been guilty of that.  I think folks get to feeling that nothing new is being said at the microphone about a given motion 

and feel it is time to end debate.  Many of those folks are not brave enough to step up to the microphone and make a 

motion to call the question so they cheer for the person who did so.  Sometimes people can feel business needs to 

move on because we seemed to have talked something to death in their opinion.  Again great relief is felt that a motion 

to call the question has been made.   Is this wrong?  Absolutely, it is wrong.  Can it be stopped entirely? I would guess 

probably not.  I hope as trusted servants we can lead by example in the future. Fern W, Treasurer 

 
There is a valid point with the last two questions.  Anyone can call the question at any time, but cheering or other 

comments that are mean spirited do take away from our purpose of helping the still suffering alcoholic and coming to a 

true group conscious. Also I feel sometimes we wait until too long to call the question, and that might contribute to 

the mood as some may feel we are "beating a dead horse" meaning that no new information is coming forth.  

Rex District 3 

 
This should be a function of the chair person.  When "said" discussion has brought no new information, in actuality, the 

discussion is basically over.  The cheering should be discouraged and has been in previous rotations.  Calling the ques-

tion is the same as a motion to end debate.  Each member has the right to bring forth any motion including a motion 

for a break! Jeff S, Delegate 

 

As I was chairing the meeting, I can tell you that there was no one approaching the mike when the question was called, 

I remember that incident vividly and as I recall, there was a sizable gap between speakers at the mike, there had been 

lengthy discussion on the motion, and I was about to indicate that there was no one at the mike when the gentleman 

stood and approached.  The motion had been discussed for some time already by that time and apparently discussed to 

the satisfaction of the body as the vote on calling the question was nearly unanimous.   If there had been people lining 

up at the mikes and discussion was continuing, the body would not have responded with a unanimous vote.  I would 

agree that ordinarily cheers and applause would not be appropriate. Carol E, Chair 

I think that the question was called appropriately at the recent assembly.  There was no one left standing at the mic, 

not getting to express their thoughts on the issue at hand.  Appreciation for ending discussion is not “mob rule”.  We 

all come with our Group conscience.  This is what we vote with and express.  When the body claps for an idea this is 

the group conscience.  I did not applaud for anything that my groups would not support. Jani DCM Dist 23 

3. Also during the discussion of business I noticed that the body and elected trusted servants would clap for 

statements they agreed with. This seems to influence our newer members into voting a certain way. How can 

we encourage our higher power to express itself through a group conscience rather than devolving to the voice 

of a mob? 
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POSITION PHONE NUMBER E-MAIL 

Delegate-Jeff S H-509-548-7842/C-509-670-9056 Area92delegate@aol.com 

Alt Delegate-Dolores E H-509-422-2114/Cell-509-429-8436 Area92altdelegate@gmail.com 

 

Chair-Carol E H-208-413-0780 area92chaircle@gmail.com 

Alt Chair-Ty B 509-834-3677 thbuchanan@yahoo.com 

Treasurer-Fern W 208-276-4507 area92aatreasurerfw@gmail.com 

Alt Treasurer-Michael S 208-305-5028 Mesimp@msn.com 

Archivist-Diana M H-509-996-8174/C-509-429-1683 dianasuemar@hotmail.com 

Corrections-Jerry W 509-594-1260 gew625@yahoo.com 

CPC-Sam C H-208-962-9886 C-828-648-8893 area92cpc@gmail.com 

Grapevine/Literature-Scott R 406-291-5541 sroush53@frontier.com 

Newsletter-Joanne W 509-630-2444 area92newsletter@gmail.com 

PI-Ron R 509-413-6167 ronromer@gmail.com 

Secretary-Sandy R 509-475-7173 Sammygene@aol.com 

Treatment/Special Needs-Allen D 509-218-1704 area92treatmentchair@yahoo.com 

Translation-Andres  andres4444496@gmail.com 

While I agree that the clapping when we are in agreement with something my influence newer members I have noticed 

that there is usually clapping on both sides of the issue so I guess that we would be influencing the newer GSR’s to fol-

low their own conscience. If the DCM’s and GSR’s have carried and discussed the information back at the District and 

homegroup meetings and the GSR’s is carrying the group conscience I have to wonder how applauding, or not, can in-

fluence a voting member. It goes back to the Group Conscience. Is the DCM taking the information back to the GSR’s? 

Is the GSR discussing it with the group? So as to the question: When we vote the group conscience of our group and 

not personal opinion, the HP’s voice speaks through substantial unanimity and minority opinion. We, as an Area, have 

not always voted in a manner in which I agree.  As a trusted servant I have followed the group conscience and found at 

a later date that it is what was best for the Area. Joanne W Newsletter 

We are not punitive in A.A.  We are encouraged to be humble in A.A. in order to remain sober.  Both those state-

ments would make applause when we agree with something being said the wrong thing to do.  When we applaud 

something we agree with at an A.A. meeting, we make those who disagree with whatever is being said, feel maybe they 

are wrong or their thoughts are not valid.  Patting ourselves on the back with loud applause for agreeing with a speaker 

is also not very humble is it?  I heard a Past Trustee explain once why applauding statements with which we agree is 

something we should not do in A.A.  Unfortunately I don’t remember what was said exactly.  I just know it is some-

thing I no longer do.  Fern W 

The clapping should have been discouraged.  This could have been brought up during business and should have.  Those 

that sit in judgment and say nothing are just as wrong as an inappropriate action.  The same would apply to those com-

plaining of a poorly worded motion and offering no solutions or corrections. Jeff S, Delegate 

Lastly, it is not appropriate for elected and appointed trusted servants to indicate approval of points made during dis-

cussion of motions.   I can tell you that we are alcoholics and human and sometimes we can forget that our opinions 

might influence others.  During this rotation I have observed your elected and appointed trusted servants and in my 

opinion they gave selflessly to the area and did their duties to the best of their ability.  I am grateful to have served with 

all of them. Carol E. Chair 
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Editorial: 

On the 12th Tradition 
We of Alcoholics Anonymous believe that the principle of Anonymity has an immense spiritual significance. It reminds 

us that we are to place principles before personalities; that we are actually to practice a genuine humility. This to the 

end that our great blessings may never spoil us; that we shall forever live in thankful contemplation of Him Who pre-

sides over us all. 
ONE may say that anonymity is the spiritual base, the sure key to all the rest of our Traditions. It has come to stand 

for prudence and, most importantly, for self-effacement. True consideration for the newcomer if he desires to be 

nameless; vital protection against misuse of the name Alcoholics Anonymous at the public level; and to each of us a 

constant reminder that principles come before personal interest--such is the wide scope of this all embracing principle. 

In it we see the cornerstone of our security as a movement; at a deeper spiritual level it points us to still greater self-

renunciation. 
A GLANCE at the 12 Traditions will instantly assure anyone that "giving up" is the essential idea of them all. In each 

Tradition, the individual or the group is asked to give up something for our general welfare. Tradition One asks us to 

place the common good ahead of personal desire. Tradition Two asks us to listen to God as He may speak in the 

Group Conscience. Tradition Three requires that we exclude no alcoholic from A.A. membership. Tradition Four im-

plies that we abandon all idea of centralized human authority or government. But each group is enjoined to consult 

widely in matters affecting us all. Tradition Five restricts the A.A. group to a single purpose, i.e. carrying our message 

to other alcoholics. 
Tradition Six points at the corroding influence of money, property and personal authority; it begs that we keep these 

influences at a minimum by separate incorporation and management of our special services. It also warns against the 

natural temptation to make alliances or give endorsements. Tradition Seven states that we had best pay our own bills; 

that large contributions or those carrying obligations ought not be received; that public solicitation using the name Al-

coholics Anonymous is positively dangerous. Tradition Eight forswears professionalizing our Twelfth Step work but it 

does guarantee our few paid service workers an unquestioned amateur status. Tradition Nine asks that we give up all 

idea of expensive organization; enough is needed to permit effective work by our special services--and no more. This 

Tradition breathes democracy; our leadership is one of service and it is rotating; our few titles never clothe their hold-

ers with arbitrary personal authority; they hold authorizations to serve, never to govern. Tradition Ten is an emphatic 

restraint of serious controversy; it implores each of us to take care against committing A.A. to the fires of reform, po-

litical or religious dissension. Tradition Eleven asks, in our public relations, that we be alert against sensationalism and it 

declares there is never need to praise ourselves. Personal anonymity at the level of press, radio and film is urgently re-

quired, thus avoiding the pitfall of vanity, and the temptation through broken anonymity to link A.A. to other causes. 
Tradition Twelve, in its mood of humble anonymity, plainly enough comprehends the preceding eleven. The "Twelve 

Points of Tradition" are little else than a specific application of the spirit of the "Twelve Steps of Recovery" to our 

group life and to our relations with society in general. The Recovery Steps would make each individual A.A. whole and 

one with God; the Twelve Points of Tradition would make us one with each other and whole with the world about us. 

Unity is our aim. 
Our A.A. Traditions are, we trust, securely anchored in those wise precepts: charity, gratitude and humility. Nor have 

we forgotten prudence. May these virtues ever stand clear before us in our meditations; may Alcoholics Anonymous 

serve God in happy unison for so long as He may need us. 

 

Bill W Copyright © The AA Grapevine, Inc. (November, 1948). Reprinted with permission. 

Tradition 12 
 

The following Essay is Bill’s original version. The Tradition Twelve Essay was printed in the Grapevine in  

November 1948, Reprinted in Language of the Heart  page 92-94  

Application of this tradition is sometimes easy and sometimes forgotten as I live my life in AA and outside of AA. 

Here again “progress not perfection” is my goal.  In my spiritual program only abstinence from booze requires perfec-

tion and H.P. helps with that. 

 When talking about another, I stop and ask myself:  Is this fruitful and respectful?  Are my intentions loving 

and kind?  Is there a real need or purpose for this sharing?  Am I able and willing to share this with the person being 
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talked about?  If yes I may decide to go ahead and share or maybe not. 

 “Principles before personalities” tells me “It isn’t ALL about me!”  Reminding me not to take things personally, 

there may be other issues or a greater purpose to what is being said. 

 Thank you for this Traditions series and allowing me to participate.  Love Jani, DCM District 23 

Well I am sure you all know that we had our Area Elections at the October Assembly. We have a wonderful slate of 

Trusted Servants. First I would like to thank all of the Trusted Servants that have given up so much this last rotation. 

It is always a sacrifice of time and money to serve. Thanks you so much for your dedication and commitment to Area 

92. We are a better Area because of your service.  

 

Your new Panel 64 Elected Trusted Servants are: 
 

Delegate – Dolores E 

Alt Delegate – Scott R 

Chairperson—Joanne W 

Alt Chairperson—Fern W 

Treasurer—Carol E 

 Panel 64 Trusted Servants 

Alt Delegate 
My name is Scott Roush and I am the incoming alternate delegate for area 92 and I have been asked to introduce my-

self to the area so here goes. First, I would like to express deep felt gratitude and humility at being chosen to serve as 

your alternate delegate. As with every service position, I have just made myself available and the rest is Gods work. I 

would like to tell you that I figured that out by myself but it took a sponsor to teach me that and that spiritual principle 

has taken me a lot of interesting places.I was born on Nov 3 1953 in Centralia, Wa., I am really excited about being 60, 

moved to Montana in 1962 and lived in Libby Mt until my drinking required a geographical relocation in the early 80s to 

Albuquerque N.M. where I lived for 9 years. Circumstances then led me to California for 5 years and now I am back in 

Libby completing my full circle. I plan on riding the wave here in Libby. 
I got sober on Feb 2. 2001 and have managed to hang on with desperate enthusiasm ever since. As with all us alcohol-

ics. sobriety has been an adventure and I still sometimes wonder "why me". 

I am a member of the LIBBY A.A. GROUP, and attend 5 meetings a week, remember some of us are sicker than oth-

ers, participate in a new district and continue to participate at the area level 

Alcoholic Anonymous and the A.A. service structure have been a God send for me. It has given meaning to my life and 
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is helping me learn how to be part of something, helps keep me right sized and most important keeps me sober. 

Inclosing, carrying the message is my favorite thing to do and my favorite place to do that is our little jail meeting here 

in Libby on Tuesday nights. I am always reminded about where I came from. 

LOVE AND RESPECT   Scott Roush 

 

Chair 

Happy Holidays everyone.  Just wanted to introduce myself and let you know that I am honored that Area 92 has elect-

ed me as your Panel 64 Area Chair. I have been in service for 15 years, serving my group as GSR the District as DCM 

and have worn many hats in Area Service. If you have any compliments or concerns please feel free to call or email me 

at anytime. I will get back to you asap. My phone number is 509-630-2444 and email is area92chair@gmail.com. Thank 

you for letting me serve you.  

Yours in Love & Service Joanne W 

 

Alt Chair 

I am looking forward to serving Area 92 as the Alternate Chair for the next rotation.  I am excited to serve with the 

new Panel 64 Trusted Servants.  Most of you already know me due to me serving as the Area Treasurer these past 

two years so I am not going to go into all about me.  I have read the Area Handbook as to what my duties are as the 

Alt. Chair and I am sure I will get it all figured out about the time to rotate out.  That is the way it works. I am also 

looking forward to the Area’s help.  Do you have any suggestions as to the Web Site?  Would you be willing to serve 

on the Web Team Committee?  How can your district be better served as a host District for an Area Assembly or 

Quarterly?  Do you like the way the past Alt. Chair handled that by having mini-workshops at the Assemblies and 

Quarterlies?  How can we have both a Web Team meeting and Area Hosting mini workshop at the same time?  Let me 

know how you feel, feel free to give me your input, I await your suggestions.  See you at the January 2014 Quarterly in 

Spokane. 

In loving service, 

Fern W. 

 

Treasurer 

Greetings Area 92, 

Thank you for the opportunity to continue service to the amazing area.  While I am not looking to revolutionize the 

finances of our Area, I will be looking for any and all ways to save money on expenses so we can explore ways to ex-

tend the hand of A.A. across our Area.  I look forward to sharing these ideas and thoughts with each of you through-

out the next two years. 

Yours in Service, 

Carol E. 

 

Alt Treasurer 

Hi, my name is Willie and I'm in alcoholic. I'm the outgoing DCM in district 7 and incoming Alt Treasurer for the Area. 

I'm honored to have the opportunity to serve the area. It should be a lot of fun and a great learning experience as well.  

 Yours in service,  Willy W. 

mailto:area92chair@gmail.com
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