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Hello Area 92. Well we are certainly in the dog days of summer 
as I write this report it is over 100 degrees outside. I finished up 
my delegates reports for the summer with a couple left scheduled 
for September. I attended the Pacific Northwest Conference June 
29- July 1 and it was a great conference. Of the almost 200 atten-
dees, close to half were AA members from Area 92. Oregon Area 
58 had a good sized number in attendance as did Western Wash-
ington Area 72.  PNC is working to get back to the service roots 
that made it a great conference and all of the panels reflected that 
emphasis. Two highlights were Oregon Area Delegate Eric K.’s 
inspiring talk on Friday night and Western Washington Area 72 
Alternate Delegate Trisha C.’s recovery story on Saturday night. 
 
This years PNC was hosted by Area 92 and the committee lead 
by Joanne W. of district 5 did an incredible job of planning and 
implementing the conference. One of the keys of the success of 
the past few PNCs has been the outreach done by the host com-
mittee. Out reach is the work done by the committee throughout 
the year to get the word out about the conference and attracting 
AA members to attend. Next years Pacific Northwest Conference 
will be hosted by Area 58 Oregon in Pendleton Oregon June 27- 

29. I attended PNC 
2007 wrap up meet-
ing and I can tell you the effort is already underway that is 
going to lead to another exceptional conference. 
 
  I wrote a delegate’s report that is posted on our area web 
site. If you didn’t get the chance to attend a report you can 
get some information there. If you have any questions or 
comments about the conference or the conference process 
please contact me and I will do my best to answer your 
questions or find the answers. Also the Final Conference 
Reports will be sent to me around the middle of August 
and I will get those out to the DCMs to distribute to the 
groups in there district as soon as get them. I will also be 
sending them to the rest of the Area 92 Committee. 
 
The whole process has been inspirational for me this year. 
It started with the Pre-conference Assembly Workshops 
and now the report backs are almost done and we will be 
electing a new delegate in October. The time has gone by 
fast. I will be attending the July Quarterly and then relaxing 
a little and spending some summer fun time with family 
and friends. That is it for now. I am looking forward to 
seeing everyone at the Assembly this October in We-
natchee.  
Yours in Service Dave 
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Hi everyone, I am an alcoholic and my name is Kitti. All is going good. I have just got back from camping 
with my family, July 8-July 12. We had a great time. Area 92 will be hosting the 2010 PNC. I am going to 
mention this at the July quarterly.  
I attended the PNC in Wenatchee, it was awesome. 
I am going to suggest that districts in our area bid to host the PNC. In October we as an area will vote for 
the district to host PNC 2010 
I am looking forward to attending the July Quarterly, by the time this goes to print, the Quarterly will be 
over. 
Well that is pretty much all I have for this month. 
Love In Service 
Kitti P. 



PUBLIC INFORMATION REPORT... 
Happy summer everyone. The standing committees 
had a very successful standing committee quarterly in 
Ellensburg. Thank you District 10 for hosting. We 
spent the day looking at various topics to share at a 
non AA meeting. There was alot of discussion and 
questions. Thank you Tom S for giving a great talk on 
our AA literature. 
I attended the Pacific Northwest Conference which 
was held at Wenatchee this year. Eric K from Area 
58, Oregon and Trisha C. from Area 72, Western 
Washington were our speakers. It was great to hear 
their stories and talk about how service has been a big 
part of their recovery.  
This year's theme was "Our 12th Step responsibility--
are we going to Any Lengths?". My topic relating to 
this theme was Self Support or Raising Literature 
Prices. When I looked at the past 2 Treasurer's reports 
from GSO. Vince Keefe, our Class A trustee and non 
alcoholic trustee told us two years ago that we needed 
to seriously look at our giving and our finances. He 
was very blunt in telling us that we were not self sup-
porting at the level of GSO and our reserve is very 
low as well and that the difference had to come from 
literature sales. GSO has cut down their staff substan-
tially and have done alot of other cost savings meas-
ures. 
Last year's report shows that we took his report to 
heart and the donations have risen dramatically. 
We can do our part as home groups by donating to 
GSO, but one other way we can is by donating indi-

vidually as well. How? Use our birthday envelops. 
Donate a dollar for each year of sobriety. Even if 25% 
of the fellowship did that we would certainly be to-
tally selfsufficient at the level of World Services. 
Thank you District 3 for holding our July quarterly in 
Ritzville. It was great to see everyone. Thank you 
DCM's for inviting the Standing Committee chairs to 
share on their committees for 5 minutes.  
In Language of the Heart, Bill W's article To Serve is 
to Live talks about service work and how we need to 
serve, as individuals as well as home groups, to en-
sure we live.  
When I looked at that article I thought that a service 
that home groups could provide is to ensure their hot-
line and meeting schedules were up to date, and to 
help Public Information in your district the home 
group member could take meeting schedules to their 
doctors.  
Our 2004 survey shows that 74% of our members re-
ported that their doctors knew they were in AA and 
39% of our members were referred to AA by their 
health professionals. Let's do our part and make sure 
that our doctors know where to send the still suffering 
alcoholic. 
Well that is it for now, 
Yours in sobriety 
Sharon T. 

Y.I.S. Hello All, 
I had such a great time at PNC in Wenatchee and in 
Ritzville this last weekend at the Quarterly!! I'd like 
to thank everybody that was involved in pulling off 
both events, you did an outstanding job! It always 
amazes me that I am allowed to prarticipate and serve 
a fellowship that I owe everything to, it is like a dou-
ble win. Enjoy the rest of your summer and I'll see 
you all at the Fall Assembly for great food and Maria-
chi.  
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SPONSORSHIP 
WORKSHOP 

Saturday September 22nd, 2007 
10:00 am-3:00 pm 

Rock Church in Okanogan, WA 
Coffee and Fellowship starts at 9 am 

Panels at 10:00 am 
Potluck Lunch 12-1 pm 

I am responsible 
Panels and Topics are: 

 
What is a sponsor and what is sponsorship? 

A. Can anyone be a sponsor and how do you find one? 
B. What can a sponsor do for me that I can’t do for myself? 
C. How often do I have to see this sponsor? 

Responsibilities of Sponsorship  
A. What are my responsibilities as a sponsor? 
B. If I don’t like the person can I say no to them? 
C. Is there any one best way of sponsoring a newcomer? 

Fears and Benefits of Sponsorship 
A. What can I do for someone that won’t stay sober? 
B.  Can I sponsor more than one person and how? 
C. Is there a correct way to sponsor? 

      D.  How does sponsorship help the group?   

Submissions to Newsletter need to be in by 5:00 P.M. on the 15th of the month preceding publication. 

Email is preferred; newsletter@area92aa.org  as it is easier to reproduce into the newsletter. If you do not have email, mail your hard copy to PO Box 151, 
Harrington, WA.  99134.  Please limit your reports to a maximum of 250 words or less per submission. 

The Newsletter is intended to be shared with all members of the fellowship. Home groups or individuals may subscribe if they would like their own copy. The 
subscription cost is $12.00 yearly. 

 NAME:_________________________________ 

MAILING ADDRESS:_______________________________________ 

 CITY & STATE & ZIP ________________________________________ 

AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $ __________________ 

HOME GROUP NAME: _____________________________ 

MAIL TO:  WSEA 92 NEWSLETTER 

 PO BOX 1186, DAVENPORT, WA. 99122 

 



AREA DELEGATE    

 509-838-4952      

Dave Mc       

delegate@area92aa.org  

ALT. DELEGATE  

509-325-7822 

Woodrow W     

alt-delegate@area92aa.org 

CHAIRPERSON  

509-754-5245 

chair@area92aa.org 

ALT CHAIRPERSON 

509-456-3829 

Jeff L.      

alt-chair@area92aa.org 

TREASURER  

509-725-0216 

Rikki M     

 treasure@area92aa.org 

ALT TREASUER  

509-996-8174 

Diana M.     

alt-treasure@area92aa.org  

SECRETARY  

208-769-9509 

Paula T    

secretary@area92aa.org 

COOPERATION W/PROF.COMMUNITY       

208-743-3121 

Jamie S    cpc@area92aa.org  

PUBLIC INFORMATION 

1-250-368-1084 

Sharon T     

pi@area92aa.org 

TREATMENT     

208-769-9509 

Stan T.   

treatment@area92aa.org 

 GRAPEVINE &  LITERATURE  

208-743-3121 

Tom S   

grapevine@area92aa.org 

 CORRECTIONS  

509-458-3929 

Patsy Mc  

corrections@area92aa.org 

NEWSLETTER  509-725-0216 

Richard M  

newsletter@area92aa.org 

ARCHIVIST  

208-790-2965 

Mike B  

archivist@area92aa.org 

TRANSLATION  

509-836-2705 

Leo R  

translation@area92aa.org 
 



Hello, I want to say how much fun and food I had at the 
Quarterly in Ritzville. Thank all of you that helped put 
on the Quarterly for all of us. There was an error on our 
bill and the printing company has corrected it in our 
favor. I also want to thank all of the DCM’s and Alter-
nate DCM’s that got their change of addresses in to me. 
I’ll Change the mailing list in the next newsletter. I hope 
you all are doing good and we’ll see you in the fall.  
YIS Richard M. 

Area 92 Newsletter Chair. 

The Standing Committee Quarterly was held in Ellensburg last 
month. Thank you for being such great hosts District 10. We did 
a mock panel on how to talk to non alcoholic groups.  It was 
good and informative panel.  I myself would love to see more 
Corrections Chairs attend, but I think we shared some good ex-
perience, strength and hope.  I know I always get new ideas each 
time I attend. 
 
The next Standing Committee Quarterly will be hosted by Dis-
trict 6 and District20 in Yakima at the Alano Club at 
 1105 S 3rd Ave.  This will be held September 15. Instead of 
Corrections meeting at the Standing Committee Quarterly, we 
voted to meet the next weekend in WallaWalla for their Annual 
workshop put on by the inmates.  You must get clearance to at-
tend. Contact Linda Fynn 509-526-6479 to start the clearance 
process.  I hope to see a lot of you there.  If you have never been, 
this is a great opportunity to see if this is the kind of 12 step 
work you would like to do. Because this is a men’s prison, don’t 
feel as if you can’t attend if you are a women.  We play a great 
part in showing the men there is a better way of life when they 
are released.  Remember, September 25th for Corrections to meet 
in Walla Walla 
 
We have received a few bridge forms from inmates and have 
been successful in having someone take them to meeting shortly 
after they are released. If we can get them to a meeting within 24 

to 48 hours, they have a greater 
chance of recovery. 
 
If you are looking for Bridge 
Forms for Inmates or Volunteer 
forms, you can find them on our 
area web sight, or I have some with 
me today. 
 
GSO is always looking for people 
to correspond with inmates.  Fill 
out a form and volunteer for this 
wonderful 12 step service.  All  
you need to do is share your own 
experience , strength and hope. 
 
The new training film for Correc-

tion Professionals should be completed very soon.  The film 
should be a great tool for any professional who is involved with 
inmates either directly or indirectly.  I can’t wait to view it my-
self. 
 
Thank you for allowing me to serve. 
Yours in Service,  
Patsy Mc. 
Area 92 Corrections Chair 

CORRECTIONS REPORT... 
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Have a great summer and enjoy! 
See you at the fall assembly. 

Remember to think about making yourself 
Available for Service. 

October is a voting Assembly. 



District 3 Reports... 
District 3 is thrilled with the attendance and help 
we received planning and hosting the July Quar-
terly in Ritzville. The Quarterly was a great suc-
cess thanks to all the volunteers from groups in 
District 3 and members throughout Spokane.  
Our District participated in the PNC Committee 
and had many members in attendance in We-
natchee. The conference ROCKED! and I am 
energized to continue with Service in my recov-
ery. The 2008 conference is in Pendleton Ore-
gon.  
We are starting the planning for the December 
Standing Committee Combined Quarterly. 
Please watch for more information on the Area 
web page for more information.  
YIS, Jeri 

member of the Area Archives Steering Committee, 
was able to participate in the Archives Workday in 
Pullman in June and help organize and get together a 
comprehensive list in Excel with which to track more 
effectively our precious history preserved on cas-
settes. I did miss the Combined Quarterly due to work 
constraints and family need, but will plan to be at the 
next one if I possibly can. Participation in service is 
most important to me not only personally, but to the 
homegroups I serve. 
The groups are doing well so far and all is well with 
us as a District. Thank you so much for allowing me 
to serve not only the homegroups of District 17, but 
the Area as well. See you next month! 
 
Alix M., DCM, District 17 

Greetings from District 17: 
We have a new Secretary, so we are slowly filling up 
our Chair positions at District 17, welcome Jeff! This 
last weekend we did go to the Quarterly and I am 
proud to say that two of my GSR's were able to make 
it and were a great help to me, as was our Alternate 
DCM, Kerry F. My love and gratitude for such a great 
and supportive District Committee--it was nice just to 
have someone other than my Alt with me!!  
We haven't made any plans for any great events, 
though we do hope to be able to put on a GSR School 
sometime this fall...we have been saying that for a 
while now, so I may have just jinxed us, though I 
hope not! We are solvent as a District for the first 
time in a long time and I am just so grateful to the 
GSR's in my District for their continued wonderful 
support and participation in our District. It enabled 
me to go to PNC this year, the first time the District 
has been able to fund their DCM to it, for which I am 
truly grateful, as I was invited to speak on a panel for 
the second time at that wonderful event. I also, as a 

District 17 Reports... 
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 Your Area Newsletter Is published monthly by the WSEA 92 

Area Assembly of Alcoholics Anonymous to provide communi-

cation within the membership of AA. Opinions expressed are 

not to be attributed to Alcoholics Anonymous as a whole, nor 

does publication of any article imply endorsement by Alcohol-

ics Anonymous, or WSEA, except when Conference-approved 

publications are quoted.  

The WSEA Newsletter is a monthly publication. It is dependent 

upon the submissions of the groups, committees, and officers 

for its content. This newsletter is distributed free of charge to 

elected and appointed officers of the WSEA, DCM’s, GSRs, past 

Delegates, GSO, Pacific Regional Trustee. A yearly subscription 

is available for a donation of $12.00.  These payments are to be 

made payable to the Washington State East Area Treasurer. The 

WSEA currently has twenty-four Districts that span a large geo-

graphic area in the inland empire. WSEA 92 encompasses al of 

eastern Washington as well as parts of British Columbia, Idaho, 

Montana, and Oregon. This vast expanse of territory allows this 

newsletter to perform an important function of informing the 

individual alcoholic as to the activities, news, and events that 

take place in their Area. 

The WSEA Newsletter Editor reserves the right to refuse the 
publication of any submission. 



District 5 Reports… 
Greetings to all of our 
friends in sobriety from dis-
trict 5,  
The PNC conference last 
month in Wenatchee was a 
great success! We would like 
to thank Jeff S. for being a 
speaker at the conference 
and for all of the great ser-
vice work he does in our dis-
trict and for the organization.  
The Alpine Bavarian Group 
continues to grow and at last 
count we were at 34 Home 

Group Members!  
We are celebrating a few birthdays this month; Garry 
A will have 2 years, I am ccelebrating 3 and John S is 
celebrating 22 years!  
I'm very thankful to be a part of this amazing fellow-
ship that saved my life and countless others. Through-
out the history of AA and in to the future one day at a 
time, hope shines like a beacon in the dark. Thanks to 
you all!  
Respectfully submitted, Paula H. 

their gratitude to all who came to celebrate with them. 
Following that, we attended the July Quarterly in Ritzville.  
A HUGE thank you to the host committee there, who gave 
us a nice cool place to hold the meeting and fed us amaz-
ing food until we were about to burst, then sent us home 
with more!  How did they do that on $15.00 a person? 
Coming events include the Annual Cle Elum BBQ Potluck 
and speaker meeting on August 18 at Cle Elum Park, 2nd & 
Pine Streets.  The fun starts at noon… bring your spon-
sees, your old timers & your favorite dish!  Also, the Dis-
trict 10 Softball Game & Potluck BBQ is being planned for 
August… check your inboxes and the website for flyers for 
both these events, which should be ready soon.  Finally, 
the There Is A Solution Group hosts a sober hike on the 
first Saturday of each month.  Contact me if you will be in 
town and want to join in the fun. 
Birthdays for June & July include: 
Mike 90 days; David D. 4 months; Dustin & Vicky 6 
months; Grant 8 Months; Debbie 9 months; Jeff, Carrie & 
Cory 10 months; Wendy, Corrine & Renee 1 year; Tina & 
Debbie 18 months; Carolyn T. & Rich M. 3 years; Chuck & 
Jeff 4 years; Christian 6 years; Don & Doris 9 years; Pete 
11 years; Al 13 years; Pat J. 14 years; Danny 16 years; 
Rob H. 18 years. 
Isn’t it wonderful to bloom where you are planted…firmly 
in the loving arms of A.A.? 
 
Peace, 
 
Michelle C. 
 

Hi All, 
We have had a very busy summer so far, and it continues 
to look like lots of fun and fellowship are headed our way. 
We had 2 members on the PNC committee, 1 member 
serve as speaker on a panel and 3 members acting as 
panel moderators.  The most wonderful thing was that I 
was able to see someone who had attended their first PNC 
this year take information they had learned there back to 
their homegroup and apply it at a business meeting on 
how to best serve someone who is still suffering.  This is 
just one blessing that has come as a result of those who 
wouldn’t give up on PNC in 2002. 
Our annual campout in the Taneum was a rousing suc-
cess, the Spring Fling (The Prom that Never Was) was fun 
& self supporting, and we especially enjoyed crowning our 
Prom Queen Shaun. We did have a request that next time 
Shaun wears a dress he may want to shave his legs first!  
Many thanks to our friends from Yakima whose presence 
there added to the fun. 
We hosted the Combined Quarterly on June 16th, and 
learned SO Much.  Thank you to all the Area Standing 
Committee Chairs who came, and a special thank you to 
Sharon for the PSA’s, they have been given to the local 
radio stations and are being played…YEA!  
Rob H. and Robin O. walked down the isle and into the 
land of wedded bliss on July 14th.  Rob looked happy, and 
Robin was a stunningly beautiful bride. Many people from 
District 10 and WSEA 92 were not only in attendance but 
of service to the bride & groom, to help make their day as 
special as possible.  While they are currently in Hawaii on 
their honeymoon, I know they would want me to extend 
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Women in Recovery 
                     Spiritual Campout and Retreat 
                   Bonaparte Lake Resort:  509-4862828 
                            July 27, 28, 29, 2007 
 
Speaker, Potluck, Meetings, Fellowship and more!! 
Sat. night speaker- Joanne W. from Wenatchee, Wa. 
Guided meditation, hiking, kayaks available, and swimming. 
Bring lawn chairs and warm clothes. 
 
Registration: 5.00 
Tent Sites: 5.00 per night 
R.V. Sites: 18.00 per night (full hook-up) 
 
We have a limited number of sites reserved as a group and after we fill these we will have to refer you to the 
resort to reserve a site. So, please register early if you can! 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name:                                                                                         
Address:                                                                                     Mail to:  Melissa Morgan 
Phone:                                                                                                       31 Crofoot Lane 
E-mail:                                                                                                       Omak,Wa. 98841 
Registration: 5.00 
Tent site: (number of nights @ 5.00 a night)                              Contacts: Melissa 
R.V. site: ( number of nights @ 18.00 a night)                                          (509)826-5104 
Total enclosed: _________                                                                          Annemette 
Checks made out to Melissa Morgan                                                         (509)422-1903 
              amo@ncidata.com         



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EARLY HISTORY OF AA IN THE TRI-CITIES: 
(First of three parts) 
 
 
 Little can be confirmed of the early days of A.A. in the Tri-Cities.  In talking with a number of the old-timers, there are sto-
ries of meetings in the homes and at the Desert Inn, the only hotel in Richland, as early as 1943 and 1944.  There is no doubt that the 
message was brought by some of the more than 300,000 workers who came to build Richland and the Hanford Project during World 
War II.  Many of these stayed to help operate the plant and the businesses that started as a result of the influx of people. 
 There are some old-timers from Pasco who insist that the first meetings were held by railroaders at a back corner table in the 
old Past Time Café across from the Pasco Railroad Station.  We do know that A.A. was alive and well during this period.  The first 
group in this area to register with the Alcoholic Foundation in New York was the Pasco Group.  The group was registered in 1948 by 
Ed W. and Bob L.  Gabe L. and Jack R. were also early members of this group.  For many years this was the only registered group in 
the Tri-Cities. 
 Richland, from 1943 to 1955, was basically a government housing project; everyone who lived there either worked in Rich-
land or on the Hanford Project.  A lot of the early work around the reactors was classified and those working had to have security 
clearances.  This was to create problems with anonymity.  Alcoholics were considered security risks, whether they were practicing or 
not, so members guarded their anonymity very carefully.  For that reason, the group remained quite small and did not register with 
the Alcoholic Foundation for fear of an accidental breach of anonymity.  For a long time the active members of the group were How-
ard J., Bob J., Paul and Hank.  Howard J. was one of the most active members in the Tri-Cities for a number of years.  In June of 
1944 he had been on of the original founders of the Pioneer Group at the Washington State Prison at Walla Walla and for years acted 
as the institutional representative.  He later became active in the Area structure and became the third Washington Area Delegate, 
serving during 1954 and 1955. 
 Both groups remained quite small for a number of years.  There were a number of members who came, stayed for a short 
time, and went back out – just as it is today.  The members tried everything they could to lend a hand to the suffering alcoholic who 
made the call for help.  An old-timer describes those days: 
 
 There was no detox available, only the drunk tank.  There were very few friendly doctors who would do much to try and 
help a drunk.  You needed their help to get a drunk into the hospital because the hospital didn’t want them either.  If you could get 
the person into the hospital, they would put them in the “psycho” ward which had only two beds.  If they were full, that was tough.  
You then tried to sober them up wherever you could.  If they had a place to live you took them there.  You fed them coffee, honey, 
fruit juice or anything that they could hold down.  If they didn’t have a place to stay, you took them to one of the member’s home.  
Members took turns working with them until they got on their feet.  You cleaned them up as best you could and tried to get them 
some better clothes if the ones they were wearing were shot.  You tried to get them to eat decent food, and if they went into D.T.’s 
you’d give them a little booze to ease them back down.  If you had any tranquilizers, you tried that too.  They were practicing medi-
cine without a license.  If the person was married, the members and their families pitched in with food, prepared meals, cleaned the 
house, baby sat the kids and did whatever it took to get the family on its feet.  Sometimes the family got tough with the husband and 
had him thrown in jail until he promised to straighten up.  There were not all the social help programs available that there are to-
day. 
 There was a lot of visiting between groups.  Richland and Pasco were constantly going back and forth, but there were fre-
quent trips to Walla Walla, Yakima, and Lewiston.  Visiting and working with the inmates at the State Penitentiary was an important 
part of group activities. 
 
(To be continued in next issue) 
 
Reference:  Our Stories Disclosed….A History of the Washington Area of Alcoholics Anonymous, 1941-1986 
 

 



New A.A. Stories Speak Directly  
to Very Young Alcoholics 
 
For Immediate Release 

 
April 5, 2007 -  

 “If I could have stayed cool, I’d still be drinking. Very quickly, though, I started getting into trouble. Going to sixth grade got in the 
way of my life, which consisted of getting drunk as much as possible.” [After rehab] “I was going to A.A. meetings. Everyone was 
older, even most of the kids at the young people meetings. But I found that alcoholics understand other alcoholics. . . . Regardless of 
how young or old or ‘special’ I am, in A.A. I’m just a drunk.” Tina, who joined A.A. at 13 

 “I loved drinking and was as addicted to the lies, the shady people and places as I was to the alcohol. My grades suffered until I 
stopped going to school altogether. . . . I found myself in places without any idea of how I had gotten there. I overdosed on alcohol.” 
Since coming to A.A., “I have been given an opportunity to grow up with the Twelve Steps in my life. It is with utmost gratitude that I 
have just celebrated my 19th year of continuous sobriety.” Kevin, who joined A.A. at 14 

 
 
NEW YORK CITY—Tina and Kevin are two of the 19 very young alcoholics who relate their experience as recovering alcoholics in a revised pamphlet just 
released by Alcoholics Anonymous: “Young People and A.A.” Eight recollections by early teen and preteen alcoholics are included in the new edition, 
which also contains most of the original stories by alcoholics 25 and under.  

The young A.A.s speak candidly about their preconceived notions of A.A. and what happened when they stepped tentatively into their first meetings. As 
Nicole, who sobered up at 14, says, “I knew A.A. held the solution to alcoholism. What I didn’t know was that anyone old enough to have a problem is old 
enough to seek help from A.A.” 

Since the Fellowship began in 1935, the age of new members has constantly dropped. A.A. groups for young people began appearing as early as 1945 in Los 
Angeles, Cleveland and Philadelphia, and now can be found across the United States and Canada. Today approximately 10 percent of A.A. members are 
under 30.  

In reaching out to young alcoholics, A.A. offers them a variety of special literature and audiovisual material, mainly available in Spanish and French as well 
as English. The stories help the young newcomer to A.A. understand that an alcoholic can “hit bottom” without going through 20-plus years of drinking, 
never mind the loss of family, friends and financial stability. Through identification with the recovery stories of people their own age, they learn they never 
have to feel so alone and frightened again—and can lead comfortable, happy, even exciting lives in sobriety.  

Among other A.A. pamphlets that speak directly to young people are three in comic-book format: “Too Young,” in which teenagers aged 13 to 18 share 
their drinking stories; the newly revised “It Happened to Alice,” geared to young female alcoholics; and “What Happened to Joe,” which tells the story of a 
young construction worker on the edge of alcoholic self-destruction. A counterpoint to the pamphlet “Young People and A.A.” is the 28-minute video of the 
same name in which four young A.A. members tell the stories of their drinking and recovery in A.A., with closed captions for the deaf and hard-of-hearing. 

To obtain a copy of the pamphlet “Young People and A.A.” or other A.A. literature and service material, call your local A.A. Intergroup or Central Office. 
For further information about A.A. please contact the Public Information desk at the A.A. General Service Office, (212) 870-3119 or publicinfo@aa.org 
 
 

A.A. PAMPHLETS 
 
 

The following is a brief explanation of the significance of pamphlet cover design and designation. 
 
Our Literature pamphlets are divided into 4 categories: Recovery, Unity, Service and Professional pamphlets.  The pamphlet covers 
are designed so that you can identify immediately a recovery, unity, service, or professional pamphlet when pamphlets are dis-
played in a literature rack.  
 
The system that was in place to identify the different pamphlets had been in place for 15 years and in 2006 a new design has been 
created. It is much simpler in that the cover has an “R” “U” “S” on it. 
 
Recovery Pamphlets represent information written especially for newcomers. Example: “Is A.A. For You?” 
 
“You’re A.A. General Service Office” is an example of a Service Pamphlet. 
 
“Speaking at Non-A.A. Meetings” is an example of a Unity Pamphlet. 
 
“If You Are A Professional…” is an example of a pamphlet created for the Professional community.  



CONFERENCE-APPROVED LITERATURE 
 

Service Material From G.S.O. 
 

“Conference-approved”—What It Means to You 
 
The term “Conference-approved” describes written or audiovisual material approved by the Conference for publication by G.S.O. 
This process assures that everything in such literature is in accord with A.A. principles.  Conference-approved material always deals 
with the recovery program of Alcoholics Anonymous or with information about the A.A. Fellowship. 
 
The term has no relation to material not published by G.S.O. It does not imply Conference disapproval of other material about A.A.  
A great deal of literature helpful to alcoholics is published by others, and A.A. does not try to tell any individual member what he or 
she may or may not read. 
 
Conference approval assures us that a piece of literature represents solid A.A. experience. Any Conference-approved booklet or pam-
phlet goes through a lengthy and painstaking process, during which a variety of A.A.’s from all over the United States and Canada 
read and express opinions at every stage of production. 
 
How To Tell What Is and What Is Not Conference-approved 
 
Look for the statement on books, pamphlets and films: 
 

“This is A.A. General Service Conference-approved literature” 
 

All “A.A. Literature” Is Not Conference-approved 
 
Central offices and Intergroups do write and distribute pamphlets or booklets that are not Conference-approved.  If such pieces meet 
the needs of the local membership, they may be legitimately classified as “A.A. Literature.”  There is no conflict between A.A. 
World Services, Inc. (A.A.W.S. – publishers of Conference-approved literature), and central offices or Intergroups – rather they 
complement each other.  The Conference does not disapprove of such material. 
 
G.S.O. does develop some literature that does not have to be approved by the Conference, such as service material, Guidelines and 
bulletins. 
 
 
 
Available at Most A.A. Groups 
 
Most local A.A. groups purchase and display a representative sampling of Conference-approved pamphlets, and usually carry a sup-
ply of hardcover books.  Conference-approved literature may be available at central offices and Intergroups, or it may be ordered 
directly from G.S.O.  Groups normally offer pamphlets free of charge, and the books at cost. 
 
Copyright 
 
Conference-approved literature is copyrighted with the Copyright Office, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C., U.S.A. To insure 
the continued integrity of A.A. literature, and to make sure the A.A. recovery programs will not be distorted or diluted, permission to 
reprint must be obtained from A.A.W.S. in writing. 
 
However, A.A. newsletters, bulletins, or meeting lists have blanket permission to use the material, providing proper credit is given to 
insure that the copyrights of A.A. Literature are protected. 
 
The A.A. Preamble is copyrighted by The A.A. Grapevine, Inc. (not by A.A. World Services). Beneath it, these words should ap-
pear: Reprinted with permission of the A.A. Grapevine, Inc. The Steps and Traditions should be followed by these words: Reprinted 
with Permission of A.A. World Services, Inc. 
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ground to understand 
some college kid on the floor? 
 
It takes a long time for the man to reach the boy. The meeting 
is utterly silent  
except for the clicking of the old man's cane. All eyes are fo-
cused on him. You  
can't even hear anyone breathing. The speaker can't even con-
tinue the meeting 
until the 'old timer' does what he has to do. And now they see 
this elderly man 
drop his cane on the floor. With great dif ficulty, he lowers 
himself and sits down 
next to Bill and welcomes him so he doesn't feel outcast and 
alone. Everyone 
chokes up with emotion. When the speaker gains control, he 
says,  
 
'What I'm about to say, you will never remember. 
What you have just seen, you will never forget.' 
 
'Be careful how you live. You may be the only Big Book 
some people will ever 
read'. 
 
I asked the Lord to bless you as I prayed for you today. 
To guide you and protect you as you go along your way.... His 
love is always with 
you, His promises are true, and when we give Him all our 
cares,You know He will  
see us through.  
Pass this to People you want God to Bless with sobriety 
I DID 

THIS CAME THRU EMAIL FOR ALL TO READ... 
 
 
His name is Bill. He has wild hair, wears a T-shirt with holes 
in  
it, jeans, and no shoes. This was literally his wardrobe for the 
past four  
years of life. He is brilliant. Kind of profound and very, very 
bright. He became  
a alcoholic while attending college. Things have only gone 
down hill since. 
Across the street from the campus is a well-dressed, very con-
servative A.A. 
club. They want to develop a meeting for the students but are 
not sure how  
to go about it.  
One day Bill decides to go there. He walks in with no shoes, 
jeans, his 
T-shirt, and wild hair. The meeting has already started and so 
Bill starts 
looking around the room for a seat. The room is completely 
packed and he can't  
find a seat.  
By now, the wel l dressed people are really looking a bit un-
comfortable, but no one  
says anything. 
Bill gets closer and closer and closer to the front of th e room, 
and when he  
realizes there are no seats, he just squats down right on the 
carpet. 
By now the people are really uptight, and the tension in the air 
is thick. 
About this time, the evening's s peaker realizes that from way 
at the back 
of the meeting, an 'old timer' is slowly making his way toward 
Bill. 
Now the 'old timer' is in his eighties, and has silver-gray hair, 
and a three-piece  
suit. A spiritual man, very elegant, very dignified, very 
courtly. He walks with a cane 
and, as he starts walking toward this boy. 
Everyone is saying to themselves that you can't blame him for 
what he's going to  
do. How can you expect a man of his age and of his back-
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HOW AN OLDTIMER GREETS A NEWCOMER... 

ENJOY YOUR SUMMER 


