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April 22-27, 2012, members of the 62nd General Service Conference 

of Alcoholics Anonymous in the United States and Canada met at the 

Hilton Rye Town, in Rye Brook, New York; the theme was 

“Anonymity: Our Spiritual Responsibility in the Digital Age.” 

 The 132 Conference members consist of 93 delegates from the 

Conference areas of the U.S. and 

Canada; 21 trustees of the General Service Board; 4 A.A.W.S. and Grapevine Board directors; 

and 14 General Service and Grapevine staff members. The Conference was officially opened 

Sunday with the roll call by Phyllis H., G.S.O. general manager, followed by Greetings from 

delegate chair Alan H., Oklahoma. 

  The Keynote Address was given by Western Canada regional trustee Vic P. He said, 

“Of course, we will always want to enthusiastically examine any benefits inherent in our 

changing environment. In As Bill Sees It (page 255), from a 1960 Grapevine article, are these 

amazing words: ‘Nothing matters more to A.A.’s future welfare than the manner in which we 

use the colossus of modern communication. 

Used unselfishly and well, it can produce results surpassing our present imagination.’ Adopting 

that optimistic attitude, this 62nd Conference has inherited a farsighted and creative leader-

ship role. We will want to view all evolving cultural, economic, technological, and demographic 

circumstances as though our greatest concerns are growth in the worldwide membership of 

A.A. and the questions we face regarding self-support. We don’t speak specifically of expan-

sion, but in that respect we must always ask how we can better reach and serve the broadest 

possible range of alcoholics of whatever age, race, faith, and digital capability. Our principles 

must be employed as guides that help us navigate unfamiliar seas and never as permanent an-

chors that keep us from moving forward.” 

 This year’s Conference was chaired by Ward Ewing (nonalcoholic), chairman of the 

General Service Board; Phyllis H., G.S.O.’s general manager, and Alan H. (Oklahoma), delegate 

chair. Eva S., G.S.O. staff member, was Conference coordinator. Guest observers to this 

year’s Conference were Daler M. and Satander B., A.A. trustees from the General Service 

Board of India. 

 Sunday evening, the Opening Dinner was followed by an Open A.A. meeting, chai red 

by Ricardo C., District of Columbia, chairperson of the Conference Agenda Committee; the 

leader was Nei l F. , Nor th Dakota. Speakers were: Jean M., Western Pennsylvania; Bob O’R. 

, Saskatchewan; M. Tracey O., G.S.O. staff member; Albin Z., Grapevine director; and Rod B., 

Pacific regional trustee.  

 For those who liked to start their day with an A.A. meeting the 2012 G.S.C. Serenity 

Group met each morning at 7:30. Bob D., NE Ohio, was the chair; secretary/treasurer was 

Gerry G., NW Ontario. A Seventh Tradition basket was passed each morning, and at the end 

of Conference $245 was contributed to the General Service Office. 

 During the week, while Conference members were in meetings, local A.A. members 

accompanied Conference members’ spouses and guests on sightseeing and shopping tours, to 
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A.A. and Al-Anon meetings and various New York City sites. Some enjoyed a matinee of a Broadway play 

or musicals. There were also visits to the National Museum of the American Indian and the Museum of 

Modern Art. 

  Wednesday afternoon at the trustees elections, Marty W. of Sidney, BC, was elected Western 

Canada regional trustee; Andrew W. of Missoula, Montana will become the new West Central regional 

trustee. 

 At the Delegates Only Dinner Tuesday evening Roger S., NW Texas, was elected delegate chair 

for the 63rd Conference; Greg B., Wyoming, will be the alternate chair. 

 During the busy week Conference committees reviewed the many agenda items before making 

recommendations to the entire Conference for their review and vote, many items eventually resulting in 

Conference Advisory Actions. (Highlights of Advisory Actions appear on page 3.) 

 Presentations throughout the week reflected thoughts on and the pros and cons regarding the 

Conference theme cautioning about our Tradition of Anonymity and Social Web sites. Some of the topics 

addressed were the role of sponsorship, rotation and young people in the new technology. 

 A.A. members love to hear about the Fellowship’s history, and a high- News and Notes from the 

General Service Office of A.A.® Vol. 58, No.2 Summer 2012 www.aa.org 2 Box 4-5-9, Summer 2012 

light of the Conference was a Presentation by G.S.O. archivist (nonalcoholic) Michelle Mirza. Following 

her talk Michelle played a recording of Bill’s address at the opening of the 1960 Conference — A.A.’s 

25th Anniversary year. This was followed by a large screen visual of the Twelve Traditions — from manu-

script to bound book. 

 Late Friday afternoon rotating delegates (Panel 61) lined up at the mikes for a two-minute fare-

well. After Ward Ewing’s closing remarks the Conference was officially closed with the Serenity Prayer in 

three languages, lead by: English Ken S. (Central California); Guy L. (SE Quebec); and Irene D. (La Viña 

editor). 

 Conference members met once more at the Saturday morning closing brunch where the rotating 

trustees gave their goodbye talks: Ken B., West Central regional trustee and Vic P., Western Canada re-

gional trustee. 

 Following brunch approximately 60 delegates visited Stepping Stones, Bill and Lois W.’s home in 

Bedford Hills, New York. A highlight of the trip for many was the opportunity to sit in the chair at Bill’s 

desk in Wit’s End, the small building where Bill wrote much of our literature. Both desk and chair date 

back to the G.S.O. in Newark, N.J. 

 Some may question why we have a Conference every year and the time, labor and expense in-

volved. Steve P., Western Missouri, shared his thoughts about “why” in his Presentation “Service: Our 

Legacy.” 

 “Opening day of last year’s Conference, I walked into the ballroom and saw what I would call the 

Super Bowl of the A.A. service structure. I looked around the room and saw 92 other delegates from 

across the United States and Canada, trustees and directors, and office personnel and thought ‘What am I 

doing here?’ I went to my room that night and asked the God of my understanding for help, and here is 

what He came up with: the Conference week was not about me, and the week was not about you all. 

The week was about my daughter and my son, and your daughters and your sons. It was about the people 

that have not yet found this God-giving gift of life. 

 “I realize that the A.A. Super Bowl is not played here in New York; it is played in our areas, our 

districts, and in our groups throughout the United States, and the world. I realize that we here at the  
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Conference are just the equipment managers. We provide the equipment so that our groups, districts, and 

areas can be better equipped to be of maximum service to God, our Fellowship, and the people that have 

not yet found our life-giving program. It was about making sure that Alcoholics Anonymous is the future.... 

No matter what the cost, we have to make sure this program is here tomorrow.” 

Reprinted with Permission: Vol. 58, No.2 Summer 2012 

Delegate News 
Greetings Area 92! 

 I hope that the blogs in the Delegates Corner on the web site were informative and of interest.  While it is a 

great honor to be a Conference Committee Chair, I had a greater expectation of excitement concerning board 

weekend.  Seeing the process for adding agenda items from each Trustee Committee was an interesting process, the 

down side was not knowing all that happened prior to the board weekend.  New York was cold, dreary and misera-

ble at this time of year and for me, staying downtown wasn’t that great of a thrill.  I did have a good time with my 

fellow conference chairs and interacting with the GSO staff and the Trustees. 

 Communication continues to be a one-way street.  The information flows from GSO to me, me to the 

DCM’s and nothing back.  My guess is that even talking about it at the January Quarterly changed nothing.  My sup-

position is that maybe the information isn’t passing onto the GSR’s and their home groups.  Only District 7 and 13 

are following the guide lines for DCM’s contained in the Area Handbook, DCM Orientation and the Service Manual 

in respect to reporting.   

 Districts that have scheduled a Delegates Report post the General Service Conference are Districts 7 & 22 

on May 11, District 10 on June 2, Districts 2, 3, 13, & 17 on June 8, and  Districts 6, 11, & 20 on June 9.  Locations 

and times are currently unknown. 

 My request for those of you attending PRAASA yielded a very short list of attendees.  I look forward to see-

ing those of you that are attending and a big thank you for your service.  Further in March, see you all at the Stand-

ing Committee Workshops in Moses Lake for the prep work on the General Service Conference. 

 

In loving service, 

Jeff S. 

Alternate Delegate Report 

This is a brief report as I just returned from my vacation in Mexico and realized I’m a few hours behind the 

Newsletter deadline.  Don’t know if this will make it in but here goes.  Leaving in a couple of days for 

Women’s International in Reno NV.  I hope to attend the Traditions Workshop in Spokane on Feb 23rd.  I 

will be attending PRASSA the first weekend of March in Boise, ID.  GSR School is scheduled for district 5 in 

Wenatchee on Sunday, March 10th (I think beginning just after noon).  District 20 will be hosting a GSR 

School on March 23rd.  I will check to see if flyers have been put on the area website yet.  I will be attend-

ing the Standing Committee Workshop on March 16th where we will be discussing upcoming Conference 

Agenda Items.  I think that’s it for now.  As always, thank you for allowing me to be of service.  YIS, 

Dolores 
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Treasure’s Report 
I will be heading out soon to attend PRAASA 2013 in Boise, Idaho. This is my second year attending and I am 

looking forward to it all.  It is an amazing learning opportunity. I have been ever so excited to think we were 

going to be able to send more than the minimum amount to the General Service Conference for our Dele-

gate expenses this year.  Area 92 has never done that.  However after figuring the exact amount of the 
working reserve and then having some folks look at that amount, it was discovered we had worked the for-

mula wrong.  A working reserve is calculated by adding the previous two years expenses, then timing the 

SUM by 16.66 percent.  However we timed the AVERAGE of the two years expenses with the 16.66% to 

come up with approximately $6200.00.  If done correctly we should have a working reserve total of a bit 

over $12,000.00.  So it turns out folks that Area 92 has no extra money.  Sorry about the math issues but at 

least it was caught by some sharp eyed AAers before the money was sent away.  I have sent off the minimum 

amount due to the GSC of $1600.00 with no extra.  This month’s Seventh Tradition Study comes from the 

January 2013 letter from Don Meurer, General Service Office C.F.O. 
“ In the spirit of self-support, many areas inquire as to the direct cost of participation at the General Service 

Conference.  The following represents the approximate costs per Conference member: 

   2013 Estimated:  $6,500-$7000 

   2012 Approximate:  $5,400 

 
Prior Conferences:       2011:  $6,000 (in Manhattan) 

   2010:  $5,000 (in Rye Brook) 

Trudging with you on the road to Happy Destiny, 

Fern W. 

Alt Treasurers 

Washington State East Area 92 makes a concerted effort to thank the Groups and Districts for contribu-

tions made to the Area and to publish by name in the Area Newsletter those Groups and Districts who 

support the Area. This article includes acknowledgement of contributions for the month of January, 2013 

since the February, 2013 Newsletter.  

District   1:   Sunday Morning 

District   2:   Another Way, Downtown Men’s, Manito Group, Noon Non-Smoking, South Hill            

Noon, Sunlight of the Spirit 

District   3:   Saturday Morning Big Book Study, Thursday Men’s  

District   4:   Happy Hour, Early Birds, Richland Fellowship, Sad Ol’ Stories, The Nooners, Women’s Time 

Out 

District   5:   Cashmere Group, Grassroots 

District   6:   A.M.A.A., Seekers of Sobriety, Selah Wake-Up 

District   7:   Clearwater Canyon, Deary Group, E.R. Group, G.O.D., Kendrick Group, Lost & Found, River 

of No Return 
District   8:   Daily Reprieve II, First Things First, Ft. Sherman Chapel, Wednesday Night Big Book Study 

District   9:   Friends of Bill 

District 10:   Cle Elum Group 

District 12:   Native American Group, Methow Valley, New Beginnings 

District 13:   District 13, Saturday Morning Miracles, Sullivan Road Group 

District 15:    Higher Power, Serenity Breakfast 

District 16:    District 16 

District 17:   Attitude Adjustment Hour 

District 18:   Prescott Group, Dayton O.D.A.T. 

District 19:   Saturday Night Live, Early Morning, T.G.I.F.    

District 20:   An A.A. Group, Granola 
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District 21:   Grupo  El Provenir 

District 22:   B.Y.O.B., Moscow Happy Hour, New Freedom 

District 23:   District 23, Two Rivers 

District 24:   Grupo Alpha Y Omega 

Please note that these are contributions received in January, 2013 and do not reflect previous group/district contribu-

tions to Area 92 or contributions to GSO and Districts.  

Please include: group name, district number and group number with your contribution. 

Thank you for your generous contribution and for your support.  Thank You for allowing me to serve. 

Relax and take it easy,  

Mike S 

Standing Committee & Appointed Officer Reports 
No report submitted by  : Archives, Cooperation' with the Professional Community (CPC) Grapevine, Sec-

retary and Translation 

Corrections 

 HI this is Jerry W. your area 92 corrections chair I have had a bunch of life's stuff happening around my family and 

myself lately and am so glad for A.A. in my life. We seem to have a better chance to come through things when we 

have A.A. and family and each other to rely on and be there for each other, so the medical, family and life and death 

part of life is easier to look at and go through I haven't even had to the desire to drink and that's all because of A.A. 

and the traditions so applying the 1st tradition in my life has made it easier to deal with life and recovery and life. 

 I am so glad to have service work and a family including all of you to help my wife and myself in these trying times 

with our common welfare coming first keeps me in to you and out of me. I am glad to have the service aspect my life 

to keep me grounded and look forward to seeing all in march in Moses Lake corrections well be going over the work-

book and we need all the help we can get as we need your participation to get the information we need to have a 

good out come at GSO. It is how that tradition 2 comes into our life and this time of year for me in my job as correc-

tions chair getting a good group conscience of our needs. After all we need your input as our leaders are but trusted 

servants they do not govern. 

 So I hope to see everyone in or interested in corrections there so we can take a good look at the information we 

need to go over after all you are a member if YOU SAY YOU ARE so come and check us out. In closing I would like 

to thank all over you for my recovery THANK YOU. 

Jerry W. 

 

Literature 

SEEMS I HAVE BEEN SENDING MY REPORTS TO THE WRONG E-MAIL ADDRESS SO AGAIN I HAVE BEEN 

GENTLY REMINDED THAT I AM A STILL SUFFERING ALCOHOLIC.THE LITERATURE COMMITTEE HAS BEEN 

GROWING AND WE PULLED OFF THE FIRST LITERATURE WORKSHOP IN SANDPOINT LATE LAST YEAR 

WITH [17] IN ATTENDENCE. PAULA T. GAVE A GREAT PRESENTATION ON THE BIG BOOK TO START US 

OFF AND THE EVENT TOOK ON A LIFE OF ITS OWN AFTER THAT. WE HAD PRESENTATIONS ON 

"LANGUAGE OF THE HEART" , "AS BILL SEES IT", "GRAPEVINE", "A.A COMES OF AGE" AND MANY OTHERS. I 

ASSUME MOST FOLKS CAME TO LISTEN BUT ALL OF US WERE COMPELLED TO PRESENT TOTALLY UNPRE-

PARED. IN THAT SPIRIT WE WILL BE HAVING ANOTHER LITERATURE WORKSHOP IN MOSES LAKE ON 

MAY 18 AT THE ALONO CLUB. FLYERS WILL BE SOON !!!!!!!!! THE LITERATURE COMMITTEE IS IN THE PRO-

CESS OF FILLING THE SEMI ANNUAL LITERATURE ORDER FOR W.S.P. IN WALLA WALLA. THIS ORDER CON-

SISTS OF A CASE OF BIG BOOKS, A CASE OF AS BILL SEES IT, A CASE OF LIVING SOBER, A CASE OFINMATE 

TO INMATE AND [20] GRAPEVINE SUBSCRIPTIONS. THESE ORDERS ARE A REFLECTION OF A.A. COM-

MITTMENT TO CARRYING THE MESSAGE TO OUR LESS FORTUNATE FRIENDS INSIDE THE WALLS. MANY 

THANKS TO JERRY W. AND ERNIE S. FOR THEIR GOOD WORK IN MAKING SURE THE MESSAGE IS STILL 

CARRIED TO W.S.P. IN ONE OF THR LONGEST, IF NOT THE LONGEST, A.A. MEETINGS INSIDE THE WALLS 

IN THE COUNTRY.THE LITERATURE COMMITTEE IS ALSO IN THE PROCESS OF HELPING NEW GROUPS SET 

UP THERE LITERATURE BANKS WITH PHAMPLET RACKS AND BOOKS AND HAS BEEN HELPING DISTRICT 

26 SET UP THERE LITERATURE BANK. 

AS ALWAYS, ANYONE NEEDING HELP WITH THERE LITERATURE NEEDS OR INFORMATION ON  
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LITERATURE PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CALL ME.  IN LOVE AND RESPECT       SCOTT R. 

 

Newsletter 

Hey All, all is going good here not much new. Don’t forget about the Area Newsletter Workshop on March 23rd in 

Spokane. If you have a District or Central Office Newsletter this could be fun and informative. If you would like to 

know what to include in your submission this could be fun and informative. We will be ordering pizza so bring a few 

bucks to pitch in. Check out the flier in the flier section of the Newsletter. 

YIS Joanne 

 

Public Information 

Welcome to Public Information.  February, March, and April are seeing the calendar get off the winter open spaces and 

more and more to get done.  Until sometime in June I will have to be in Spokane every Thursday. The weekends are 

staring to fill up.  If any of your districts are willing to give me five to ten minutes, or set aside an hour at sometime for 

a full PI presentation please gets in touch with me. The first weekend in March was PRASSA in Boise ID.  The third 

weekend is the standing committee workshops in Moses Lake. Anyone interested in PI should attend.  March 8, 9, and 

10 is Pockets in Spokane. 

 

I still want to, Cooperation with the Professional Community put on workshops.  These would go from 10 to 3PM on 

a Saturday or Sunday. Please check your calendar and see when it would be possible to put one on in your area and 

contact Sam Couch, the CPC, or me.  We had sent a request out last fall with no results. We are now fast running out 

of time for scheduling.  

February’s calendar is near full, between PI, Central Office, Traditions workshop, work at the VA hospital. By the time 

you read this all of that will be history and start working on the March calendar that as you can see is also filling up. 

Public Information is doing well in Yakima, Spokane and the Omak area.  Yakima was able to get signage on their buses.  

Spokane is placing literature in all of the libraries, working on contacting the schools, radio, and the VA hospital. Three 

of their four districts have PI representatives. Omak has one person doing there Public Information, going to the 

schools, jails, and the library’s in the area. If your area is active please let me know so that I can recognize you. 

Thanks for allowing me to serve you. 

Ronald Romer 

Public Information Area 92 

ronromer@gmail.com 

 

Treatment/Special Needs Chair 

Hello everyone.....Had a great time at the January Quarterly! I've been busy locally with as a member of the ad hoc 

committee updating Central office Handbook and By-laws. I am planning on attending the Traditions Workshop on the 

23rd of February March looks like a busy month with PRASSA, the Standing committee workshop in Mosses Lake and 

Newsletter workshop here in Spokane, Would love to see a big turnout to all of our Area service functions!  

HELLO EVERYONE IN SERVICE!!! 

I am reaching out to those districts needing help with literature and or questions you might have from your Treat-

ment /Special Needs committees. 

Thank you,   

YIS Allen D.  Area92 Treatment/Special Needs Acc. 
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District Reports 

No reports submitted for Districts: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 16, 17, 19, 21, 22, 23, 24 & 25 

District 7 

Hello everyone my name is Willy and I'm the district 7 alcoholic dcm. Well, a little bit busier this month as I have at-

tended one home group business meeting other than my own and traveled with another member over to Wenatchee 

for the WSEA 92 January quarterly. Where Chris E. and I had a great time and due to being a little ahead of schedule at 

lunch time the gsr's were given a chance to share which I thought was pretty cool. I also say in on the traditions work-

shop planning committee which followed the last district meeting. And attended the latest pre conference assembly 

planning committee meeting to see if I could help in any way. I'm looking forward to a planned trip to Moses lake with 

some of our standing committee chairs. Any and all are invited and encouraged to attend and carpool if possible. March 

16th where we'll be talking about the conference agenda. Thank you for letting me be of service.  

Willy 

District 8  

Hi All....Well it has been super fun acting as DCM while Paula has been away. I want to thank the District 8 committee 

chairs that showed up for our Standing Committee Quarterly, as well as those who worked hard to pull the whole 

thing off. It was a huge success and we got a pretty good turn out, although I would have liked to see all of us there I 

have to admit. Anyhow, the food was great, thanks to group members and others who showed up to support. We 

have such an awesome fellowship here and I feel so fortunate to get to do sobriety with you folks.  Alt DCM, Becca 

District 11     

Hola everyone, 

All is well down in District 11. We've moved the meeting to a new location. Now we meet in the meeting room of the  

Sunny Spot in Sunnyside, WA. 2010 Yakima Valley Highway Ste 46. At the same time- 1:00 p.m.. Tessa and others are 

coming together on another sponsorship workshop and potluck for this year. More info to come on that (hope it's 

chiliiii !!!). Got a couple of home groups checking on what facilities are available in their town for the Dec.2013 stand-

ing committee we're hosting. And me and others from around District 11 are planning on going to the standing com-

mittee in Moses Lake coming up. See you all there. 

Y.I.S Joshua  

District 12 

This is john from dist. 12.  just got back from dist. meeting. We discussed changing the date of g-banquet so it doesn’t 

conflict with Wenatchee round-up. The winter round-up was one of the best we had, nice new place. Good fellowship. 

March b-days are Perry f. , Gary w., Karen, Lori g., Vinny c., Emile. Dottie. 

Looking forward to seeing everybody in Moses Lake in march. 
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District 13 

District 13 continues to have support at our district meetings.  We are looking forward to our Tradition workshop 

which all districts stepped in to help organize.  February 23rd. Flyers are available.  Come see us if you’re in the Spo-

kane Valley area.  Working towards more participation in our Spokane committees and activities. We have change go-

ing on with our Central Office.  District 13 activity chair, Donna M has been elected as our new secretary position at 

central office.  We all wish her well!  All Spokane districts are involved with the ad hock committee, which meets once 

a month, regarding our central office bylaws. The Spokane area DCM's continue to meet monthly, working together 

for continued unity.  We have started planning our yearly BBQ for June.  Speakers and good food!  Definitely join in 

the games! 

YIS Ann R 

District 14 

My name is Shelly L. I have been our Districts DCM since April of this year. I am happy to report that our District is 

one of the largest in the Area 92. We cover 150 miles and 3 states! Washington, Idaho and Montana. Every month our 

district meeting rotates over those miles. We meet every 2nd Sunday of the month at 1:30pm. In March we will be in 

Troy, MT. In April we will be in Bonners Ferry ID which will take some doing as it is the same weekend at the assem-

bly in Lewiston, ID. In May we will be in Sandpoint, ID and then in June we will be in Priest River, ID. Then the rotation 

begins all over again. Our district has very dedicated members as it is quite costly to each of us as we travel so many 

miles each month to meet with each other. Typically we have very good participation with on average 10 out of 20 

group represented at each meeting. It is a huge commitment of our officers and GSR’s to attend these meetings, make 

their reports, attend quarterlies, assemblies, workshops and round ups. We all have one thing in common, its our 

lo9ve for AA and the life we have today because of the program of AA. We each want to carry the message (not the 

mess) and make sure AA here in our rural communities is connected with AA in our Area 92, and in our Country and 

in our World. I and many others here in District 14 are looking forward to the April Assembly in Lewiston, Id 

District 15 

 Hope everyone is having a safe and sane Winter thus far.  The groundhog didn’t see his shadow, so spring will be ear-

ly.  Which is a good thing, this alcoholic wants spring, now.  District 15 has been rather quiet this month.  The Friday 

Nite Rebels hosted the Christmas and New Year’s Potluck/Alcathon.  Birthdays: Joff 41 years, Lance G 23 years, Jason 

K 18 months (snivel chip please), Nigel 6 months, Shannon 30 days.  The SOS meeting is moving to the Hospital Health 

Education Center, Upper Room, starting in January.  They are on Friday night at 6 pm and then the Friday Nite Rebels 

are in the lower level, Friday night starting at 7:15 pm.  Two meetings in one place in one night.  We are trying to gath-

er up literature to give to groups that cannot afford it.  Fran and Mo has been very proactive in finding books and liter-

ature and getting it to groups.  The committee meeting for Hog Heaven and Round Up of Recovery start in February.  

Anyone wishing to participate is welcome.  We invite any ideas you may have, just email them to me, kathyp@inwi.net.  

Hope everyone has a great month, see you in April. 

Kathy Pinnell, District 15 DCM 

District 18 

Our district has had an increase in meeting attendance for the past several months.  This is very encouraging because 

this is due in part to newcomers that continue and also some “old timers” that have increased their meeting attend-

ance.  We are a gift to one another for strength in recovery and it appears that when we remember to be grateful to 

“that one who has all power” for giving us the gift of AA…great things happen.  Last night at our District GSR meeting, 

we had every group represented and that is very very good.      YIS, Helen Richardson, District 18, Newsletter, Chair 
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Intergroup/Central Office Reports 

None submitted  

Q & A 
Ask your question and receive multiple answers from past and present Area Officers. Check 

back next month for the Experience Strength and Hope of your Trusted Servants. The fine 

print: Please limit your questions 100 words or less and I reserve the right to edit if needed. 
Also include your name, position, home group and district. Email your question and info to 

area92newsletter@gmail.com.   

None submitted  

o District 20 

We have a few things going on these next few months here in Yakima you guys will probably get tired of hearing from 

me about this stuff but I am going to keep posting these events until they happen because we are excited about them 

so in March on the 23 we are having a GSR school at CWCO then April we will be in Lewiston for the Assembly then 

on May 11 we are having our 4th Annual Service Workshop Then June 9 we will be having a Delegate report from the 

conference then in July we will be hosting the summer 2013 July Quarterly so we are all excited about these events 

and all are welcome to come play if any body want more infrmation on any of this stuff you can contact me 509-949-

7248 I will be happy to answer any questions if I can if not I would be more then happy helping you find the answer.  

Thank You for letting me be of service to you District 20 DCM Ricky L 

District 26 

DISTRICT 26 CONTINUES TO GO THRU THE GROWING PAINS THAT SEEM TO GO WITH ANY NEW AD-

VENTURE INTO THE A.A . SERVICE STRUCTURE. WE MADE A COMMITTMENT TO SURVIVE THRU A ROTA-

TION AND STEP BACK AND EVALUATE OUR SITUATION SO THIS NEXT YEAR WILL BE INTERESTING. 

IN THE FIRST YEAR WE HAVE FILLED MOST OF OUR SERVICE POSITIONS: CORRECTIONS, WHICH IS TAK-

ING JAIL MEETINGS INTO THE LINCOLN COUNTY JAIL WEEKLY AND HAS SET UP A LITERATURE RACK IN 

THE LOBBY;  LITERATURE, WHICH IN ADDITION TO THE JAIL LITERATURE RACK HAS SET UP A RACK IN 

THE HOSPITAL WAITING ROOM;  PUBLIC INFORMATION, WHICH CONTINUES TO STOCK OUR LITERA-

TURE RACKS IN THE HOSPITAL AND JAIL BUT ALSO THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, THE TREATMENT 

CENTER ETC,  SCHEDULES WHICH HAS BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR PRINTING [50] SCHEDULES PER MONTH,  

12 STEP PHONE SERVICE, WHICH WILL COME ONLINE IN MARCH WITH LOCAL A.A. MEMBERS PHONE 

NUMBERS IN THE LOCAL DIRECTORY AND WE HAVE ALSO MANAGED TO INSTALL GUIDELINES FOR THE 

DISTRICT.NEXT MONTH WE ARE PLANNING A 12TH STEP CALL WORKSHOP TO ADDRESS SOME OF THE 

ISSUES WE MAY ENCOUNTER IN OUR ENDEVOUR. WE WILL USE THE 12TH STEP CALL PHAMPLET FOR THE 

WORKSHOP AND HOPE TO INVOLVE SOME AL-ANON FOLKS IN OUR WORKSHOP. THE HOTLINES AL-

WAYS SEEM TO BE USED BY FOLKS WANTING INFORMATION ON HOW TO SAVE A LOVED ONE SO WE 

HOPE TO BE ABLE TO DIRECT THEM TO THE RIGHT PLACE. 

THANK YOU FOR LETTING ME BE OF SERVICE,  ERIC H. 
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Tradition 3 
 

Members of the Area Committee share their Experience, Strength and Hope on how 

they apply Tradition 3 in their daily lives. 
 

The following Essay is Bill’s original version. The Tradition Three Essay was printed in the Grapevine in  

December 1947 and can also be found on page 79-80 in Language of the Heart.   

 

 "On the 3rd Tradition 
"Our membership ought to include all who suffer alcoholism. Hence we may refuse none who wish to recover. Nor ought A.A. 

membership ever depend upon money or conformity. Any two or three alcoholics gathered together for sobriety may call them-

selves an A.A. group, provided that, as a group, they have no other affiliation." 

 
This is a sweeping statement indeed; it takes in a lot of territory. Some people might think it too idealistic to be practi-

cal. It tells every alcoholic in the world that he may become, and remain, a member of Alcoholics Anonymous so long 

as he says so. In short, Alcoholics Anonymous has no membership rule. 

 
Why is this so? Our answer is simple and practical. Even in self protection, we do not wish to erect the slightest barri-

er between ourselves and the brother alcoholic who still suffers. We know that society has been demanding that he 

conform to its laws and conventions. But the essence of his alcoholic malady is the fact that he has been unable or un-

willing to conform either to the laws of man or God. If he is anything, the sick alcoholic is a rebellious nonconformist. 

How well we understand that; every member of Alcoholics Anonymous was once a rebel himself. Hence we cannot 

offer to meet him at any half-way mark. We must enter the dark cave where he is and show him that we understand. 

We realize that he is altogether too weak and confused to jump hurdles. If we raise obstacles, he might stay away and 

perish. He might be denied his priceless opportunity. 

 
So when he asks, "Are there any conditions?" we joyfully reply, "No, not a one." When skeptically he comes back say-

ing, "But certainly there must be things that I have to do and believe," we quickly answer, "In Alcoholics Anonymous 

there are no musts." Cynically, perhaps, he then inquires, "What is this all going to cost me?" We are able to laugh and 

say, "Nothing at all, there are no fees and dues." Thus, in a brief hour, is our friend disarmed of his suspicion and rebel-

lion. His eyes begin to open on a new world of friendship and understanding. Bankrupt idealist that he has been, his 

ideal is no longer a dream. After years of lonely search it now stands revealed. The reality of Alcoholics Anonymous 

bursts upon him. For Alcoholics Anonymous is saying, "We have something priceless to give, if only you will receive." 

That is all. But to our new friend, it is everything. Without more ado, he becomes one of us. 

 
Our membership tradition does contain, however, one vitally important qualification. That qualification relates to the 

use of our name, Alcoholics Anonymous. We believe that any two or three alcoholics gathered together for sobriety 

may call themselves an A.A. group provided that, as a group, they have no other affiliation. Here our purpose is clear 

and unequivocal. For obvious reasons we wish the name Alcoholics Anonymous to be used only in connection with 

straight A.A. activities. One can think of no A.A. member who would like, for example, to see the formation of "dry" 

A.A. groups, "wet" A.A. groups, Republican A.A. groups, Communist A.A. groups. Few, if any, would wish our groups 

to be designated by religious denominations. We cannot lend the A.A. name, even indirectly to other activities, howev-

er worthy. If we do so we shall become hopelessly compromised and divided. We think that A.A. should offer its expe-

rience to the whole world for whatever use can be made of it. But not its name. Nothing could be more certain. 
Let us of A.A. therefore resolve that we shall always be inclusive, and never exclusive, offering all we have to all men 

save our title. May all barriers be thus leveled, may our unity thus be preserved. And may God grant us a long life --and 

a useful one! 

 

 

Copyright © The AA Grapevine, Inc. (February, 1948). Reprinted with permission. 
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POSITION PHONE NUMBER E-MAIL 

Delegate-Jeff S H-509-548-7842/C-509-670-9056 Area92delegate@aol.com 

Alt Delegate-Dolores E H-509-422-2114/Cell-509-429-8436 Area92altdelegate@gmail.com 

 

Chair-Carol E H-208-413-0780 area92chaircle@gmail.com 

Alt Chair-Ty B 509-834-3677 thbuchanan@yahoo.com 

Treasurer-Fern W 208-276-4507 area92aatreasurerfw@gmail.com 

Alt Treasurer-Michael S 208-305-5028 Mesimp@msn.com 

Archivist-Diana M H-509-996-8174/C-509-429-1683 dianasuemar@hotmail.com 

Corrections-Jerry W 509-594-1260 gew625@yahoo.com 

CPC-Sam C H-208-962-9886 C-828-648-8893 area92cpc@gmail.com 

Grapevine/Literature-Scott R 406-291-2276 sroush53@frontier.com 

Newsletter-Joanne W 509-630-2444 area92newsletter@gmail.com 

PI-Ron R 509-413-6167 ronromer@gmail.com 

Secretary-Sandy R 509-475-7173 Sammygene@aol.com 

Treatment/Special Needs-Allen D 509-218-1704 area92treatmentchair@yahoo.com 

Translation-Andres  andres4444496@gmail.com 

What I love about Tradition Three is that it is all inclusive, accepting anyone who has a desire to stop drink-

ing.  If I say I am an alcoholic, AA has to accept me and let me stay.  No one can keep me out for any reason 

as long as I say I am an alcoholic.  It doesn’t matter what other problems I have, how much money I make, 

what my religion or sexual orientation are, as long as I say I am an alcoholic AA has to let me stay in the 

rooms.  AA accepts everybody and that has allowed me to meet people I never would have had a thing to do 

with in my pre-AA years.  It has taught me to try and accept everybody too.  I get to learn to let go of that 

judgmental character defect I can still take out for exercise on occasion.  If you say you belong in AA, then I 

too have to accept you no matter what.   And that is a blessing to me.                                                     

Fern W, Area Treasure 

I love Tradition 3 in the Long Form! Much stronger. There are 2 requirements in Tradition 3. Yes I said it 

“Requirements.” First I need to “suffer from alcoholism” The Big Book talks about many different types of 

drinkers. Like the hard drinker who given sufficient reason can stop or moderate (page 20 & 21). He may 

want to stop but he does not suffer from alcoholism. Can he be a member? Wellll???? Check out page 21 in 

the Big Book it actually defines a “real alcoholic” Then there Requirement 2, and this is the biggy, We may 

refuse none who wish to recover. Recover from what? Well the Forward to the First Edition says the main 

purpose of this book "is to show other alcoholics precisely how we have recovered from a seeming hopeless 

state of mind and body.” That means work! So really is it ok to just wanna stop drinking, sure, according to 

the short form it is, we have no hard and fast rules here and I cannot determine, nor do I want to, who suf-

fers from alcoholism and who wishes to recover. I can only say for myself that when I understood the true 

nature of Tradition 3 I saw a whole new light on my responsibility to the newcomer. I know many who have 

come to AA because they wanted to stop drinking to get the wife off their back or maybe the boss. Can they 

be a member they didn't, at that time, want to “recover” but hang around us long enough and we will turn 

you into an alcoholic. So here I will get off my Tradition  3 soapbox. TTYL                                                 

YIS Joanne Newsletter Chair 
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PRAASA (Pacific Region Alcoholics Anonymous Service Assembly) 2016 Update 

 

 As I’ve reported in the past, I’m the chair of the PRAASA 2016 along with Mike Mc., as the co-chair.  The current 

chairs that have been appointed are:  Tom S., Treasurer, Michael S., Alternate Treasurer, Jamie S., Program Chair, and 

John S., Archives Chair, Joanne W. and Diana M. for Registration Chairs, Rick K., as Volunteer Chair and Rad M., as the 

Secretary.  We are looking for folks to fill the following positions: 

 

 Hospitality 

 Facilities 

 Alanon 

 Translation 

 Special Needs 

 Web 

 Publicity 

 

 The treasurer’s report included $1,931.86 in the bank as passed to us from the 2012 PRAASA.  Ten people 

participated in the committee meeting at the Standing Committee Workshop in December and I want to thank them 

for their time, input and participation.  A suggestion was made to move money to a National Bank in the future for 

easier access and a better ability to take in registration monies when the time comes closer to the event.  Additionally, 

we thought that a logo contest for the PRAASA should go to the body.  We would like this by the next meeting in 

Colville at the Standing Committee Quarterly Workshop. 

 

Humbly yours, 

Jeff S. 
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Here is the preliminary conference agenda. The final agenda will be coming out sometime in the middle of 

the Month. Jeff will be getting flash drives to all DCM’s and Are Officers shortly after that for GSRs to go 

over. Reading all the background info can become very overwhelming so many groups just choose a few 

items and discuss those and then the GSR brings the informed group conscience to the April Pre-

Conference Assembly and share it with the Delegates. You can also gather more information at the March 

16 Standing Committee Workshop in Moses Lake. See you there! 
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