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 It’s a phrase heard in A.A. meetings around the world. 

But where does it come from? Why do we say it? And should we 

keep doing so? 

 Surely, identification is an important concept in A.A. In 

fact, it could be considered the keystone of the program’s entire 

philosophy: one alcoholic helping another. 

 Yet, as a Fellowship with lots of suggestions, but no offi-

cial “rules,” must a person declare, as many do when introducing 

themselves at meetings, that he or she is an alcoholic? 

 In A.A.’s formative years, cofounder Bill W. struggled 

with this question and often wrote about the dilemma facing 

newcomers as they grappled with their disease, often for the first time and often in a rela-

tively “public” way at A.A. meetings. 

 Bill wrote convincingly about allowing the newcomer as much freedom as possible 

in deciding just how and when he or she might identify as an alcoholic, noting in a 1946 

essay written for the Grapevine, titled “Who Is a Member of Alcoholics Anonymous?” — 

an article which later formed the foundation of Tradition Three: “That is why we judge the 

newcomer less and less. If alcohol is an uncontrollable problem to him and he wishes to 

do something about it, that is enough for us…. Nowadays, in most groups, he doesn’t 

even have to admit that he is an alcoholic. He can join A.A. on the mere suspicion that he 

may be one, that he may already show the fatal symptoms of our malady.” 

 Bill clarified further, as referred to in the “Twelve Traditions Illustrated” pamphlet 

in the section on Tradition Three: “Who determines whether or not newcomers qualify, 

whether they do want to stop drinking? Obviously nobody except the newcomers them-

selves; everybody else simply has to take their word for it. In fact, they don’t even have to 

say it aloud. And that’s fortunate for many of us who arrived at A.A. with only a halfheart-

ed desire to stay sober. We are alive because the A.A. road stayed open to us.” 

 Bill rarely, if ever, introduced himself from the podium specifically as an alcoholic, 

and there is nothing in A.A. Conference-approved literature indicating how members 

should introduce themselves at A.A. meetings or whether it is necessary to do so at all. 

 Yet, in today’s A.A. environment, tense moments often follow in meetings when 

people don’t introduce themselves as alcoholics or, conversely, over-identify themselves 

with phrases like “I am a cross-addicted alcoholic,” or “I’m chemically dependent.” 
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 Many A.A. members feel this second case is the more concerning, threatening our unity and singleness of 

purpose. “When I say at an A.A. function that ‘I’m a drug addict and an alcoholic’ or ‘I’m a cross-addicted 

alcoholic,’” wrote Rosemary P., a past delegate from Pittsford, New York, in an enduring article in the 

January 1990 Grapevine, “I am telling you that I’m a special kind of alky — my case of alcoholism is differ-

ent from yours! I add an extra dimension to my disease — one that, because of our singleness of purpose, 

should not be addressed at an A.A. meeting. I have just cut our common bond in half and, more im-

portantly, have diluted my own purpose for being there.” 

 So, where did this custom of self-identification come from and how did it etch itself so indelibly 

into the A.A. landscape of the 21st century?  

 Like many things in A.A., nobody is really sure just where it came from, and with only a few of the 

Fellowship’s early-timers left, not many are able to provide plausible theories, leaving little more than 

speculation to go on. 

 However, according to an early friend of A.A., the late Henrietta Seiberling, the expression dates 

back to meetings of A.A.’s forerunner, the Oxford Group Movement, which had its heyday in the early 

1930s. Mrs. Seiberling, a nonalcoholic who had sought spiritual help in the Oxford Group meetings, was 
the person who introduced Bill W. to A.A.’s other cofounder, Dr. Bob, who was then struggling to deal 

with his drinking by attending Oxford Group meetings in Akron. 

 At small meetings, the members knew one another and didn’t need to identify themselves. But in 

the large “public” meetings, where there was “witnessing” along the lines of an A.A. talk today, personal 

identification became necessary. Chances are that someone at some time said, “I am an alcoholic,” but 

Mrs. Seiberling couldn’t be sure. Nor did she remember that the phrase was used at early A.A. meetings 

in Akron, before publication of the Big Book. 

 One early New York A.A. does recall hearing the expression, however, sometime after World 

War II, in 1945 or 1946; and it is a matter of record that in 1947 a documentary film entitled “I Am an 

Alcoholic” was produced by RKO Pathe, lending further credence to the 

notion that the phrase was recognizable in recovery circles even then. 

 Growing from there, it has now become an almost obligatory part of the lexicon of recovery and, 

with its various alternatives and self-revelatory permutations, a somewhat controversial way of introduc-

ing oneself at meetings. 

 Today, there are many who feel that resolution of the conflict they feel when members introduce 

themselves as “addicts” or with some other categorization beyond simply “alcoholic,” lies within the Fel-

lowship. Suggested Rosemary P., “Isn’t it the responsibility of each of us to keep our program intact, to 

pass it on to the newcomer as it was given to us? Importantly, can we do this with patient explanation, 

tolerance toward differences — and more patient explanation? I believe we can, through committed 

sponsorship, strong home groups and active service. That way, our new members will learn how to be a 

part of A.A., not a fragment of it.” 

 Others feel it is important to be honest and reflective of “who they really are” in their introduc-

tions at meetings, while many feel it is important to separate our issues and take them individually to the 

programs designed to address them: Narcotics Anonymous for drug addiction; Overeaters Anonymous 

for addiction to food, and so on. And still others feel that it is less important how we identify ourselves, 

either as “addicts” or “alcoholics,” and offer an introduction at meetings simply as “a member of A.A.” 
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Finding a balance among these approaches is an ongoing exercise in humility, trust and acceptance within 

the Fellowship, as members seek to be inclusive yet cognizant of the singular bonds of alcoholism that keep 

us all connected. 
 As expressed in the Big Book, in the Chapter “Into Action,” “We have entered the world of the 

Spirit. Our next function is to grow in understanding and effectiveness. This is not an overnight matter. It 
should continue for our lifetime. Continue to watch for selfishness, dishonesty, resentment, and fear. 

When these crop up, we ask God at once to remove them. We discuss them with  someone immediately 

and make amends quickly if we have harmed anyone. Then we resolutely turn our thoughts to someone 

we can help. Love and tolerance of others is our code.”  

Reprinted with permission Box 459 Spring 2012 

Delegate News 
 Hellooooo Area 92!  I hope your holidays have been happy and joyful!  I pray that you have all 

been stress free and that you and your families have been in good health.  I am doing well and having 

made my travel arrangements for Board weekend, the excitement and anticipation is growing. 

 Since my last newsletter, I had the opportunity to attend the Gratitude Banquet in Coeur d’Alene 
and a Traditions Workshop in celebration of Dr. Bob in Tri-Cities with District 24.  I am thankful for the 

invitation to the banquet and felt very welcome.  There were about 500 people in attendance and I be-

lieve a good time was had by all.  At the workshop, I was extremely happy to see Virginia as the Chair-

person and the local districts working in cooperation!  DCM’s from Districts 4 & 18 (Robert and Virginia 

B.) attended as did District 23 from Area 58, Oregon.  Lisa B. and her sponsor from District 4 also pre-

sented Traditions.  I am proud to see such wonderful participation, it certainly lends credence to our be-

lief that we are all the same.  Upcoming is the Area Standing Committee Workshop.  My hope is that 

many of you took time from your so busy schedules to attend and participate.  What better way to learn 

and improve ourselves with knowledge! 

 As my first year as your delegate comes to a close, I look back to all of the wonderful times that 

have been burnt into my memory.  I do look forward with great excitement to my second year!  I plan 

on blogging while at board weekend (31 January thru 4 February 2013), so watch the delegates corner 

during that time.  Thank you all for this humbling experience. 

With love in service, 

Jeff S. 

Alternate Delegate– 
Hello All.  Not sure what all I did in November but it seemed like a busy month.  District 12 held our Annual 

Gratitude Banquet on November 3rd, thank you to our speaker, Jeff S.  The food was great and thank you to 

those who purchased tickets for the basket raffle which was very successful and will go toward funding next 

year’s Gratitude Banquet.  I attended the District 12 District meeting on Nov 11th and I am part of an ad-hoc 
committee charged with updating the District Handbook.  Diana M, Valerie D and I met on Nov 28th and we 

should have it ready for review within the next few weeks.   As past Area Secretary I serve on the Area 

Handbook Committee and I attended a Handbook Committee Meeting on Nov 17th.   Last weekend I had 

some wonderful fellowship at our Annual Women’s Ornament Exchange.  We spent a wonderful long 

Thanksgiving Weekend with our children in Western WA.  I am looking forward to the Standing Committee  
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Chair 

Greetings Area 92, 
Well here it is a year later and we are preparing for the second January Quarterly.  I am so looking forward 

to seeing your faces in Wenatchee.  It looks like you have engaged the motion spirit and I am excited about 

the prospect of more motions and discussions.  By the time you read this the Standing Committee Work-

shop in Coeur D’Alene will have come and gone and my hope is that the attendance was bigger and better 

than ever.  All of your efforts are vital in order to keep the hand of A.A. available and ready.   
With the idea of motions in mind, I hope that when you are considering and writing your motions you will 

keep in mind the spirit of love and tolerance in A.A.  It is our job to keep A.A. vital in our Area, but it is also 

our duty to show love and tolerance to our fellow trudgers.  Motion writing can seem difficult and if you are 

struggling with a motion there are many people in our Area who would be happy to help.  Just give anyone 

on the Area Committee a call or send us an email.  When motions enter the stream at the Quarterly level, it 

gives a chance to ensure they are clearly written and convey the wishes of the person, group or district that 

is submitting them and they are written without rancor.  Here’s to a productive year in our beautiful fellow-

ship. 

In love and service, 

Treasurer’s Report 
Happy 2013 Area 92!!!  Here is hoping for a wonderfully serene year for us all.   I have not been reporting 

since the October Assembly in Ellensburg as I have not been doing much in service other than writing a few 

checks.  I would like to belatedly thank District 10 for hosting a fabulous October Assembly.  I was unable to 

attend one single gratitude banquet/potluck this past November due to work commitments.  I have been 
completely incognito.  Hopefully that will change as this new year begins.  I have missed seeing you all. 

This month’s Seventh Tradition reading is the Long Form of Tradition Seven: 

“The A.A. Groups themselves ought to be fully supported by the voluntary contributions of their own members.  We 

think that each group should soon achieve this ideal; that any public solicitation of funds using the name of Alcoholics 

Anonymous is highly dangerous, whether by groups, clubs, hospitals, or other outside agencies; that acceptance of 

large gifts from any source, or of contributions carrying any obligation whatever, is unwise.  Then too, we view with 

much concern those A.A. Treasuries which continue, beyond prudent reserves, to accumulate funds for no stated A.A. 

purpose.  Experience has often warned us that nothing can so surely destroy our spiritual heritage as futile disputes 

over property, money, and authority”. 

 

Yours in Love and Service, 

Fern W 

Workshop this next weekend in Couer d’Alene.  Again, it’s the two Archives Queens and myself.  We have 

a lot of fun and good fellowship traveling together.  We’re looking forward to traveling to PRAASA together 

in March and I think we’re bringing along our regular 4th.  Hope Boise’s ready for us.  I’ve sent a letter to 

Districts who have not held a recent GSR School offering to coordinate a GSR School at a location near 

you.  Hopefully you will take us up on it.  It’s an enjoyable day for me and those on the area committee who 

are presenters as well.  The January quarterly in Wenatchee will be here before we know.  It would be great 

to see a large turnout.  After that, Fred and I will be going to Mexico for two weeks of sunshine and our 2nd 

AA Home, the Puerto Vallarta Alano Club.  One week after I return, it’s off to Reno for this year’s Wom-

en’s International Convention.  While not an AA Convention, it is a convention of Women AA Members 

from all over.  Thanks to AA, I truly lead a happy, joyous and free life.  Thank you for the opportunity to be 

of service.  YIS, Dolores E. 
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Alternate Treasurer 

Washington State East Area 92 makes a concerted effort to thank the Groups and Districts for contribu-

tions made to the Area and to publish by name in the Area Newsletter those who support the Area. This 

article includes acknowledgement of contributing Groups and Districts for the month of November, 2012, 

since the December, 2012 Newsletter.  

District   1:   Willingness Wednesday 

District   2: First Things First 

District   4:   Happy Hour, Richland Fellowship, Sunlight of the Spirit, Up for Sobriety, Women’s Time Out  

District   6:   Selah Wake Up 

District   7:   Lost and Found, S.O.B.E.R.   

District   8:   Daily Reprieve II, Good Morning AA, Keep It Simple, Primary Purpose 

District   9:    Early Birds, Sunday Eye Opener 

District 12:   Sunday Awakening    

District 13:   Millwood Madams, Sunday Morning Miracles, Sullivan Road Group, Valley Group, Valley Noon 

Group 
District 14:   Attitude Adjustment 

District 15:   Serenity Breakfast 

District 16:   Grupo Serenidad 

District 20:   Granola, An AA Group 

District 21:   District 21 Intergrupal, Grupo Nuevo Horizonte 

District 22:   Moscow Happy Hour, New Freedom 

District 23:   As Bill Sees It  

Please note that these are contributions received in November, 2012 and do not reflect previous group/

district contributions to Area 92 or contributions to GSO and Districts. A full report for 2012 will be availa-

ble at the January, 2013 Quarterly.  

Please include: group name, district number and group number with your contribution. 

Thank you for your generous contribution and for your support.  Thank You for allowing me to serve. 

Relax and take it easy,  

Standing Committee & Appointed Officer Reports 

No report submitted by  : Archives, Public Information, Grapevine, Secretary and Translation 

Corrections 

HI it's that time again too keep a comment and send in my report. It is not only a pleasure but my job to do 

so, I  ask for this comment and hope I have served you well as I was taught and fully believe that keeping 

comments have been very important part of my recovery. I have had a slow time since last we were together 

as far as service goes but the other parts of my live have been rick and full, my wife had her second total 

knee replacement and we came through it ok and her recovery is going well. We are moving along well with 

the July 2013 standing com. Quarterly nicely and well have the flayer out at the Quarterly in January. I also 

have been doing some jail meetings and am glad to have them i also have the privilege of having 2 people 

started in the Book that has helped me tremendously, I am so blessed to have these things going on to help 

me stay grounded in my own recovery. In finishing I hope that the standing com. quartiles workshop stay the 

way they are as i feel they have given me a porpoise in this rotation to make it feel like we can help others to 

recovery . Well thanks to all of you for listening to me and also for my recovery. 

Area 92 Corrections Chair Jerry W. 
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District Reports 

No reports submitted for Districts: 1, 2, 3, 8, 10, 11, 12, 14, 16, 19, 21, 22, 24 & 25 

CPC 

Sam was unable to submit a report this month. He got into a car accident with a semi and will be in the hos-

pital for physical therapy for a few months. He has 2 broken legs and 1 broken arm but no internal injuries.  

Give him a shout out at area92cpc@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter 

Happy Holidays!!! Do you like this years new Look? So far its been a great winter and we are looking forward to 

doing a lot of snowshoeing this winter now that the Harleys are put away for the winter. Articles are due the 

10th of each month at 5pm.  Just an FYI Newsletters are printed a month in advance. So that means that if 

you have an event flyer for a February and you don’t get it to me until after Jan 10th then it isn’t going to get 

into the Newsletter. Just saying…Please submit fliers 60 days in advance so that everyone has a chance to 

make plans to attend. EXPECIALLY AREA STANDING COMMITTEE WORKSHOPS, QUARTERLIES AND 

ASSEMBLIES. Please be timely in your submissions:   area92newsletter@gmail.com. See you all in January at 

the Quarterly… 

 

Treatment/Special Needs  

Hello everyone, hope you all enjoyed Thanksgiving.... 

I have been busy as always....Attended the literature workshop in Sandpoint Id. earlier this month. Thank you 
to Scott R. for facilitating. I've been involved with a ad-hoc committee dealing with our local Central office By

-laws and handbook restructuring. We enjoyed a great Gratitude Banquet here in Spokane last month. Great 

to see those who attended. 

Looking forward to our Standing Comm. workshop next weekend in Courd A'lene Idaho..  

Presently planning a Treatment workshop coming up after the holiday season. I will have a flyer with all the 

information posted soon. 

I'm here to help you in whatever questions you may have in the Treatment and Special Needs area also with 

literature. I would love to come and visit any of your districts. This is one thing I'm planning on doing in the 

coming new year. 

See you all soon.. Happiest of Holiday's  

Thank you, 

YIS Allen D.  

District 4 

Hi all from District 4 we had a great  November and looking forward to December  have a great holiday 

from District 4 looking forward to seeing all in January. 

 

District 5 

I will be attending the standing quarterly Committee in Couer d' Alene Idaho 15th of December. District 5 

will be hosting the area 92 quarterly on January 18th and 19th of 2013. if you have not registered yet please 

do. on a sadder note we will know longer be having our area potluck due to scheduling conflicts with our 

church. hope to pick it up again in 2013. thank you all sincerely Tony W 

 

District 6 

Greetings from District 6 in Yakima. Had a good November lots of good food and speakers. December is 

quiet, not a lot going on. We are working on the next service fun shop with district 20 and working on the 

assembly for 2014. Our next district meeting will be December 20 at 6:00. If you are in town please stop by. 

I hope everyone has a safe and sane holiday season. With love and service to all. Terry T. Dist. 6 DCM 

mailto:area92cpc@gmail.com
mailto:area92newsletter@gmail.com
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District 7 

Hi everyone, my name is Willy and I'm your alcoholic dcm in district 7. Well, this past month was a lil more 

active for me. As I announced last month, I was gonna try to get out to at least two groups per month. And I 

did just that. I sat in on the jokes wild business meeting to help better explain some of the things that hap-

pened at the district meeting and I met with whom I believe will be the new gsr for the sober bikers group 

and extended a helping hand to try to make him feel more comfortable. Making myself available to him and 

his home group. There were two group anniversary celebrations recently within our district. Both the GOD 

group and Clearwater Canyon Group are very active within the district. I am bummed to announce that I was 

only able to attend one of these events although I'm told both of them were great! I thoroughly enjoyed the 

history info, the speaker, and the fellowship at the GOD group. Good times to be had be all. I think I counted 

115 or so in attendance. Again feel free to invite me to your group. Hope you all had a happy and safe thanks-

giving.  

YIS, Willy 

 

District 9  
Greetings from District 9; the Walla Walla and Milton-Freewater areas. Our District Gratitude Banquet went 

well, as did the dinners that Home Groups put on. We are now working hard on our annual New Year's Eve 

Party, which will be a potluck this year. We're going to have karaoke again, along with a speaker meeting, so-

briety countdown and much more.  

We've asked our GSR's to put out the word to their groups that we have open District positions that we'd 

like to see filled by fresh faces. I don't know if this is a problem in larger towns, but here we seem to have the 

same few individuals doing service work year after year with the majority of members either unwilling or 

afraid to get involved at the District level. 

The quote I always hear, and have heard in other places I've lived, goes something like this: "Oh no, District 

isn't for me. All the strife and negativity isn't good for my sobriety!" That hasn't been my experience with the 

Walla Walla District, for the most part, and I hear this from people who've never attended a District meet-

ing. I'd like to hear what insight other members have on this issue and on getting people involved who have 

heard that business meetings are full of chaos and shouting. Thanks much! 

 

YIS, Sherry B, District 9 Secretary and Newsletter Chair 

 

District 13 

District 13 still has continued participation in our district meetings.  We are still working towards our 2013 

budget.  All Spokane districts are contributing to a bylaws committee.  I attended the Literature workshop in 

Sandpoint Dec 1st.  Good Fellowship!  Looking forward to our Spokane area Christmas and New Year’s Eve 

Alkathon.  If you’re in Spokane for the Holidays come see us!!  All Info is on the Flyer. 

 Yours In Service Ann 

 

District 15 

I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving. The Friday Nite Rebels hosted. Thanksgiving day Alcathon which 

also included a sit down dinner. They did a very nice job, good food, atmosphere and fellowship. Our meet-

ings are going despite the snow birds flying south. This DCM did go to the first annual Wenatchee Valley 

Round up, I learned a lot and had lots of fun with fellow drunks from our district. It was nice to see that the 

slogan, "we are not a glum lot" ring true. Our potluck meetings are active: Springdale meeting on the first 

Tuesday; Chewelah HP mtg on the second Sunday; Colville on the third Saturday at the Catholic Church.  
We get to see how this program works in our lives when we practice the principals in our lives, but we also 

get to be a part of the bigger picture when we support a fellow member in grieving for her husband.  Mary, 

our thoughts and prayers are with you. We laugh together, but we also cry together. 

In service, Kathy P, DCM District 15. 
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Intergroup/Central Office Reports 

 

District 18 

  

Margaret W. celebrated 13 years of sobriety. The Dayton group hosted a wonderful Christmas Party on the 

8th of December. It was enthusiastically attended and we were honored to have Gene D. from Clarkston as 

our speaker. Kelly O, GSR for the Waitsburg Group celebrated his 1st birthday and his sponsor, Phil used 

this festive occasion to present his coin. Our DCM, Virginia B. gave a remarkable demonstration of how one 

can use nice stiff leather gloves placed on top of your head and look like reindeer. This is also a demonstra-

tion of how one does not have to be drinking to be very…very silly. We really appreciated all the people 

from District 9 who came to support and enjoy our party. We look forward to joining them for their New 

Year’s Party. Happy Sober New Years to all.  YIS, Helen R 

 

District 20 

Hello Area 92 I hope this newsletter finds everybody still in good spirits since the holidays are now over. We 

have a new AA group here in District 20 it is in Terrace Heights at 4011 Common Wealth Rd. and the name 
of the meeting is Terrace Heights AA they meet at 6:30 to 7:30 on Tuesday and Thursday. So our district is 

doing pretty good right now we have a couple things going on that are coming up as most of you know we 

will be hosting the 2013 July Quarterly here in Yakima but just before that we are having our 4th Annual Ser-

vice Workshop. And anybody that wants to help on any of these is more than welcome to join us we would 

love to have you. So HAPPY NEW YEAR and I hope to see everybody in Wenatchee at the January Quarter-

ly. Thank you district 20 for letting me serve you. YIS Ricky L. 

 

District 23 

AA’s her have beefed up their meeting attendance as insurance against a slip during the holiday stressor. The 

district held a meeting Dec 2nd. Joan resigned from DCM position, I Janine, am her replacement for 2013. 

Our January meeting will be on the 6th I look forward to seeing everyone at the January Quarterly. Looking 

forward to a Blessed and Sober Year Love Jani 

None submitted  

Q & A 
Ask your question and receive multiple answers from past and present Area Officers. Check 

back next month for the Experience Strength and Hope of your Trusted Servants. The fine 

print: Please limit your questions 100 words or less and I reserve the right to edit if needed. 
Also include your name, position, home group and district. Email your question and info to 

area92newsletter@gmail.com.   

What's up with this practice of everyone announcing they are an alcoholic after giving their 

name? 
This happens when someone shares at a meeting and even in business meetings, sometimes every time the 

person speaks.  It strikes me as too ritualistic but there must be a good reason for it. 
I don’t think there is any real right or wrong response here, however this question generates thoughts of 

A.A. experience, A.A. principles and yes opinions (and we are all familiar with the frequent comment regard-

ing opinions.) 

Larry DCM Dist 2 
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I know some A.A. members who identify themselves as an alcoholic each time they read or share in a meet-

ing (sometimes 2 or 3 times in one meeting).  I know others who identify themselves as an alcoholic only 

when they are called on or volunteer to share (generally once during a meeting) and over the years I have 

observed a small number of A.A. members who choose not to identify themselves as an alcoholic prior to 

their share.  One time many years ago I responded to a 12th Step Call from a friend of my mom’s who knew 

I attended AA.  Her daughter had a drinking problem and had asked for help.  I arranged to take the daughter 

to a meeting.  We talked and I shared some of my experiences and listened to some of hers.  While it was 

not my role, nor even within my power to identify her as an alcoholic, I related to the unmanageability in her 

life and the inability to stay off of alcohol for any length of time.  She said she was not sure she was an alco-

holic but she agreed to keep an open mind and to go to a meeting with me.  The meeting that night hap-

pened to be a closed meeting and when the chairperson asked if any newcomers were in attendance she was 

told that she needed to identify herself as an alcoholic in order to remain in the meeting.  I was still early in 

my sobriety and didn’t know about Tradition Three, a Group Conscience or that Love and Tolerance is our 

code.  She was very uncomfortable with this and actually refused to do so.  Fortunately they did allow her to 

remain in the meeting and she was able to identify.  She lived in a different city than I did and I called her a 
few times but then didn’t hear from her for awhile.  While cooking dinner one Sunday night my telephone 

rang.  She identified herself and asked if I remembered her.  She then informed me that she was celebrating 

one year sober in Alcoholics Anonymous and thanked me for taking her to that meeting.  I was so grateful 

that the group allowed her to stay that night in the spirit of the Third Tradition.   
One of my favorite Grapevine Books is THANK YOU FOR SHARING, SIXTY YEARS OF LETTERS TO THE 

AA GRAPEVINE.  While many members feel it important to their own sobriety to state their name and iden-

tify themselves as an alcoholic, some consider it a ritual at meetings along with some other practices.  This is 

one of the topics addressed in Chapter 11, Ritual at Meetings.   M.S., February 1991 states “Now, I find my-

self at meetings that start with a moment’s silence, the Serenity Prayer, “How it Works,” the Preamble, and 

the introduction of newcomers and visitors.  During the meeting, people are obliged to introduce themselves 

by name every time they say something, followed by the obligatory “Hi, Joe!”  The meetings end with the 

reading of the Traditions, announcements, passing the basket, and the Lord’s Prayer in a circle, with hands 

held.  Whatever happened to keeping it simple?”  Leo R., February 1991 states “At some discussion meet-

ings, individuals may not wish to identify themselves so they just start talking, but some rigid, ritualistic mem-

bers may interrupt them, usually in a loud voice, with “What’s your name?” or “Who are you?”  This is a 

good way to assure that a shy newcomer or a timid old-timer may not return.”   B.E., September 1974 states 

“INFORMALITY HAS BEEN the key element of welcome at AA meetings ever since Bill W. and his fellow 

drunks went on their own.  They recognized that love and acceptance best streaked through meetings bereft 

of precious religiosities, awesome intonements, and reading from hallowed books.  Absence of form has 

played a large part in convincing newcomers of their instant acceptance, the instant and total belief of the 
meeting members that the newcomers can make it, can stop drinking and turn their lives around.  The recog-

nitions of that acceptance is one of the great spiritual experiences that one can have. 
In closing, it seems that the number of times an AA member chooses or chooses not to identify himself/

herself as an alcoholic in an AA meeting is a personal and private thing.  I for one am grateful for that free-

dom.  My name is Dolores E. and I’m an alcoholic. 

Dolores, Alt Delegate 

 
This is me admitting and reminding myself out loud that I am an alcoholic, powerless, unmanageable.. In a,mtg 

This lets me see the commonality...and qualifies me to speak on my experience, allowing new  comers to 

know my stories are due to my inability to drink like a normal person. Humbly my opinion, my thought.  Alt-

hough I may be lying... 

Margarita DCM Dist 3 

 

I am not sure where the practice began, but I believe it is a part of step 5, admitted to God, ourselves and  
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another person.  It is an affirmation of who and what we are in public, out loud.  I think it gets redundant 

when we are in a business meeting and announce every time we speak, but I qualify myself the first time ab-

solutely.  At meetings, I qualify myself the first time I speak, I usually only share once at a meeting unless I am 

the chair of course.  There are also open meetings where non alcoholics are in attendance and it is im-

portant to qualify so those present know I am an alcoholic, one alcoholic talking to another. Hope this helps.  

Carol E., Chair 

 
For me I do it so that I don't forget that I am still an alcoholic. Because my mind will try to tell me that I'm 

not any more after a little stretch of sobriety. But I am and I can never forget that. Because I have seen what 

happens plenty of times when people forget that they are still an alcoholic. So that is why I say it so that I do 

not forget. 

Ricky DCM Dist 20 

 
I only speak for myself, but saying Every time "I'm an alcoholic"? I speak it once announcing who I am when I  

speak in a meeting. I don't launch into every time I say something in a business meeting.  Call it ritualistic or 

for me, egotistical,  I think its  simply an individual thing nothing  else.  Doesn't represent us as a whole. I on-

ly see it happen every now and then. 

YIS Ann DCM Dist 13 

 
In the Spring issue 2012 of the Box 459, pages 3 & 4, the answer and history can be found there.  Reading 

the literature sent to us as Trusted Servants is a great start at learning about the history of AA as well as 
keeping us current on the happenings in AA.  Further, if the Box 459 copy sent to each DCM, GSR and Area 

Trusted Servant is not on hand, it is available on the AA website, aa.org.   If you're not receiving the Box 

459, you can subscribe for a mailed or email copy.   Thanks for the question! 

humbly yours, Jeff S. delegate (for the article in full see the front page of this months newsletter) 

 
I think by introducing yourself as an alcoholic the first time you speak is sufficient and it creates a connection 

between us.  I see no point in the continued announcing your disease multiple times in business meetings as 

it is redundant and ritualistic. 

Diana M. Area Archivist 

 

I have no idea but it reminds me of why I am here. 

Ron R Area PI Chair 

 
Without going through some of the literature to put a bit more merit to my input, I believe it has several 

roots. I am open to corrections though. First, pre-1970s I think it was done as part of the self identification. 

To admit the problem We/I have; to prevent that self-delusion - the one that says I'm different, the excep-

tion, and not like those others; and to acknowledge, regularly, Step 1 - that I am an alcoholic and I need this 

program to live a life of recovery. I've added my experience in there, but essentially I think it was originally 

intended to identify ourselves. The other part of this is mid-70s as treatment for alcoholism and other sub-

stance use disorders sprang to life on a huge scale. With the explosion in the 70s of  
he treatment centers there was also a significant increase of outside referrals and mandates for people to 

attend A.A.. The widespread use of the "I'm an Alcoholic" was used to help sustain the Third Tradition and, 

maybe to some degree, the Fifth Tradition. As the program and fellowship has grown over the years it's us-

age has just become colloquial, "it's what you do when you introduce yourself" even though there is no re-

quirement. Maybe the question proposer could send a note to GSO Archives and see if there is anything 

more specific to the reasons behind this practice. 

My experience is that members tend to hold a short breath when someone doesn't say something. I deliber-

ately didn't make that statement for a little while. I would say my name, pause, pause, pause. Blank stares and, 

"Hi Your Name". I was doing it to try and prove a point, but after a bit it came clear that I was more about  
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ego-fluffing than helping the new comer so I stopped and haven't done it since. It did cause an interesting 

pause though. Counter to that, I have experienced the regularity of the statement cause some harm. The 

Third Tradition discussion; the open/closed meetings; the alcoholic/desire to stop drinking; addict, unsure 

and observers aside. At about a year sober I attended some meetings while I was out of town at a club 

house. One evening this fella spoke up. He seemed to be pretty anxious, but he started talking. He was im-

mediately interrupted  by a man yelling (really, he did yell at the kid), "What's your name!" The kid stuttered 

out his name and began to speak again. Again, right away, the same guy yelled again, "What's your problem!". 

The newcomer stuttered out, "I'm alcoholic?". He was then given permission to go on. He spoke a little bit, 

then got up and left the meeting. Fine of failure of attraction due to this regular practice of saying, "I'm Rob-

ert T. Builder and I'm an alcoholic." 

Duncan L. I'm a real, hopeless and recovered alcoholic DCM Dist 22 

 

So far Sam's Box 459 articles are all that I can find about stating that I am an alcoholic. 
The reason that I say it is to remind me of who I am, also I say it so others can identify with me. Weather or 

no they say it or not. It also provides equal ground in a diverse society. In AA we are just alcoholics not law-

yers, or doctors or ditch diggers or cooks we are just alcoholics trying to recover from alcoholism. 

Terry DCM Dist 20 

 
I would suppose this is a way of making ourselves known to the newcomers in the room.  I have been to 

book study meetings where you are encouraged to introduce yourself as Name and Alcoholic once, then if 

you speak again you no longer have to say this introduction again. I have to admit I am more concerned with 

folks qualifying their alcoholism by introducing themselves as an alcoholic/addict or chemically dependent.  I 

think that is a way of trying to be unique and not part of the greater whole. I believe that the title Addict 

belongs in NA or CA, not AA. 

Fern Area Treasurer 

 

Thanks Sam C Area CPC Chair who sent the 2 BOX 459 Articles included in this months Newsletter.  
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“My name is Joanne and I 

am an alcoholic” is the first 

of many arches I have 

walked through on my way 

to freedom! 

Reprinted with permission: 

BOX 459 April May 1987 
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POSITION PHONE NUMBER E-MAIL 

Delegate-Jeff S H-509-548-7842/C-509-670-9056 Area92delegate@aol.com 

Alt Delegate-Dolores E H-509-422-2114/Cell-509-429-8436 Area92altdelegate@gmail.com 

 

Chair-Carol E H-208-413-0780 area92chaircle@gmail.com 

Alt Chair-Ty B 509-834-3677 thbuchanan@yahoo.com 

Treasurer-Fern W 208-276-4507 area92aatreasurerfw@gmail.com 

Alt Treasurer-Michael S 208-305-5028 Mesimp@msn.com 

Archivist-Diana M H-509-996-8174/C-509-429-1683 dianasuemar@hotmail.com 

Corrections-Jerry W 509-594-1260 gew625@yahoo.com 

CPC-Sam C H-208-962-9886 C-828-648-8893 area92cpc@gmail.com 

Grapevine/Literature-Scott R 406-291-2276 sroush53@frontier.com 

Newsletter-Joanne W 509-630-2444 area92newsletter@gmail.com 

PI-Ron R 509-413-6167 ronromer@gmail.com 

Secretary-Sandy R 509-475-7173 Sammygene@aol.com 

Treatment/Special Needs-Allen D 509-218-1704 area92treatmentchair@yahoo.com 

Translation-Andres  andres4444496@gmail.com 

Area Officer information 

Pacific Regional Delegates, 

 Hello to one and all, I hope that your summer is going well and that you are enjoying your service as 

delegates to your respective areas. I want to let the delegates who are rotating out at the end of the year 

know how wonderful it has been to share these past two years with you. For most of you, I had the blessing 

of seeing the love you have for your area and the love your area has for you, of course this love is true for all 

of you. This usually occurred at your election assemblies.  

 The miracle of AA manifests itself in our election process and our third legacy procedure seems to 

embody our trust and faith in a power greater than ourselves. How we all participate and then support the 

election process. Can you think of any other organization that lets such important positions be decided by 

going to the hat? To witness the grace and loving acceptance of those who stand whether they are elected or 

not is a beautiful. Before AA, I had neither the grace nor the love to accept anything that didn't go my way. 

But time and time again we see this miracle at each election gathering, whether it is the group, the district, 

the area, the region or at the General Service Conference. Most of us learned these lessons by watching 

those who came before us. Thank you to all of you as you taught and continue to teach these lessons of 

grace, humility, acceptance and love through your terms as delegates in Alcoholics Anonymous. The following  

Regional Trustee Report 
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report is from the General Service Board October weekend of 2012. 

In September, 197 AA members attended the Pacific Regional Forum in Fairbanks, Alaska. There were 102 

first time attendees who participated in the weekend activities including sharing from 3 past Pacific Regional 

Trustees. The final forum of 2012 was the Southeast Regional Forum held in November in Boca Raton, Flori-

da. The AAWS Board received and approved the Web Site report and forwarded it to the Trustees' Com-

mittee on PI. The Corrections staff member attended the 22nd Annual Bridging the Gap Workshop and par-

ticipated in discussions on difficulties and solutions in this vital s 12th step activity. The workshop included 

presentations by both treatment and corrections professional along with exchanges on how to best coordi-

nate this service, which is handled somewhat differently across the 93 areas in Canada and the U.S.61 dele-

gates representing 35 countries and zones attended the 22nd World Service Meeting held in Rye, New York 

in October before the October GSB meetings. The theme was "Rotation: the Heartbeat of AA." Of course 

many of them were surely not expecting to be so inconvenienced by Hurricane Sandy. However the GSO 

staff and the hotel staff were very attentive and tried to make their stay as pleasant as possible. Other  GSB 

trustees were also stuck at the hotel for as long as two weeks till their travels could be arranged. Those at 

the hotel were without power for about 36 hours, there were no physical injuries although some of the staff 
and GSB members living in the area did sustain some property damage. Thank you for all your prayers. Total 

units purchased to date were 1,329,000 total AA units and 1,084,080 total Non-AA units Non-AA purchases 

include hospitals, treatment centers, correctional facilities and government agencies (V.A.s) and Hazelden. 

Total gross sales to date are $9,553,120 which is $140,960 under budget. EBooks unit distribution: Since De-

cember 9, 2011 we have sold 4,351 Big Books and 3,852 Twelve and Twelves in Ebook format. The AAWS 

board agreed to forward an agenda item to the 63rd GSC in April, 2013 on the selling of eBooks through 3rd 

party vendors. Background information will be made available through the Conference agenda process. 

 In September 2010, there were three pending international Big Book  

translations. Currently there are 19 pending translations. Albanian and  

Lao are the most recent Big Book projects. AA GRAPEVINE, INC. Circulation of the print magazine averaged 

84,171 for the nine months ended 9/30/12, below budget of 3,193. Year to date sales have performed ahead 

of projections. Cash inflows are $2,467,764 which is $351,017 ahead of projections. Magazine sales were 

ahead by $180,000; GV Online was ahead by $21,000 and other publishing products were ahead by $113,000. 

As a result there have been no drawdowns from the Reserve Fund. Year to date net profit was $202,862, 

which is ahead of budget by $166,862. The Subscription Liability is $2,026,652 as of 9/30/12 down from 

$2,035,459 at 12/31/11.LaVina circulation averages 9,129 for nine months (5 issues) ended 9/30/12. Gross 

profit is $45,100 which is $3,140 over budget.  La Vina has a net loss YTD is $80,061 larger than the budget-

ed loss of $77,012. The Subscription Liability is $2,026,652 as of 9/30/12 down from $2,035,459 at 

12/31/11.During the its September planning meeting the GVB discussed the following: the GSB's plan for pos-

sible restructuring; overall digital plans and objectives; the Social media Technology committee; non-trustee 

director candidate resume retention; renaming of the i-say forum; the 2015 Atlanta International Convention; 

and possibility of offering GV subscription purchase and GV commemorative item during pre-registration. 

 The GV finance and budget committee met and reviewed the preliminary draft budget for 2013 which 

showed a deficit of $124,177 with a cash flow deficit of $184,425. It was noted that the problem is a revenue 

problem, expenses are under control. Without the ability to implement new revenue initiatives or to increase 

the number of AAs that are communicated with directly then circulation and sales would not increase, we 

are managing the decline of the business. Suggestions on how to promote growth will be submitted to the 

trustees for discussion. The GV Web report states that web traffic is averaging at 39,000+ unique visitors and 

200,000+ page views. The GVB approved: to request the GSB to develop a process to permit service corpo-

rations to share the existing mailing and membership lists and to develop the necessary forms for the fellow-
ship to opt out; to request that Grapevine management be invited to observe AAWS's website development 

committee meetings to share, upon request, experience with AAGV.org development, to foster compatibility 

between both corporate websites, their infrastructure and stores. 
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TRUSTEES' ARCHIVES COMMITTEE 

 The Archivist's report was read and accepted; it contained a summary of projects recently completed 

or in progress including Collection Preservation, Catalog Development and Digitization efforts. The Archivist 

noted that special exhibits were developed in observance of the GSO Archives 37th Anniversary on Novem-

ber 5, as well exhibits from around the world for each country represented at the 22nd World Services 

Meeting. 

 The committee reviewed and accepted the budget for 2013 and forwarded it to the Trustee's Fi-

nance and Budgetary Committee.  The Archivist provided an oral report on the progress of the preparation 

of the guidelines for digitizing records. The Archivist reported on responses from local archivists on this top-

ic. A draft of the guidelines along with a summary of responses will be presented to  

the committee at the February 2013 Board weekend. The committee discussed various ways of making se-

lected archival recordings available to the Fellowship and agreed to continue  discussions at the February 

Board meeting. The committee agreed to send a memo to the 2015 International  Convention Planning 

Team regarding ownership rights of the contracted, anonymity-protected panoramic photograph planned to 

be taken (pending Conference approval) at future International Conventions. 
 

TRUSTEES' COMMITTEE on the GENERAL SERVICE CONFERENCE 

 The committee reviewed the list of agenda items submitted to the Conference assignment for place-

ment on 2013 Conference Committee agendas. The committee reviewed a draft report on the role of the 

Conference Policy/Admissions Committee in granting admission to international  observers at the GSC and 

agreed to forward it to the 2013 Conference  Committee on Policy/Admissions. The committee forwarded 

to the Conference Committee on Policy/Admissions the agenda item to change the deadline for submission 

of Conference agenda items from January 15th to December 15th to allow for more time for preparation 

and review of background material for the 1st quarter GSB meetings. This would also allow more time to 

meet the February 15th background mailing deadlines to Conference members. The committee recommend-

ed to the GSB that the use of the Conference Dashboard be continued and encourages GSO to explore ad-

ditional options to facilitate Conference communications and provide Conference background. 

 The committee discussed and took no action on forming a Conference on Bridging the Gap noting 

that the service is handled differently from area to area and thereby may be better handled by local treat-

ment, corrections or H & I committees. 

TRUSTEES' COMMITTEE on CPC/TREATMENT/SPECIAL NEEDS-ACCESSIBILITIES 

Part 1 Treatment/Special Needs-Accessibilities:                          

  The committee reviewed and accepted the preliminary 2013 Treatment/Special Needs-Accessibilities 

budget and forwarded it to the Trustee's Finance and Budgetary Committee. The committee reviewed with 

appreciation a progress report on the pamphlet on "AA for the Alcoholic with Special Needs" in formats for 

alcoholics who are deaf, blind or have learning challenges. The committee will be updated on this pamphlet 

at the February GSB weekend meetings. The committee continued to review current content and format of 

AA material intended to make the AA message more accessible to alcoholics with special needs and request-

ed that the staff secretary proceed with collecting local shared experience. 

  Part 2 Cooperation with the Professional Community:                     

 The committee reviewed and accepted the preliminary list of CPC exhibits for 2013. All trustees are 

encouraged to submit suggestions for exhibits at future national conferences or meetings of professionals to 

the CPC staff secretary. The committee discussed a suggestion to revise a section under the heading "Proof 

of attendance at meetings" in the pamphlet "If you are a professional" to betterreflect current AA experience 

and agreed to forward the suggestion to the 2013 Conference Committee on CPC. 
 

TRUSTEES' COMMITTEE on CORRECTIONS 

 The committee accepted the staff report and requested staff work with GSO manager and/or staff to 

make available a digital subscription option for the quarterly newsletter "Sharing From Behind the  
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Walls ."The subcommittee on Corrections Engagement Planning agreed to review all materials utilized by 

the Corrections desk in order to take a strategic look at how the AA message is currently carried to the 

incarcerated alcoholic. The subcommittee on "A Message to Corrections Professionals" pamphlet request-

ed that Publications draft a revision to the section "AA in Correctional Facilities." The subcommittee will 

continue to review the entire pamphlet. The committee asked the committee secretary to gather sharing 

from corrections committees who use the video on the need for a remake. The committee discussed how 

different areas carry out the Prerelease Contact Programs and requested that consideration of this 12th 

step service be included in the scope of the subcommittee on Corrections  

Engagement Planning. 

 

TRUSTEES' INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 

 The chair welcomed everyone including the visiting delegates from the 22nd World Service Meeting. 

The committee thanked the attendance of the World Service delegates and looked forward to hearing their 

experience, strength and hope such as New Zealand, where income is derived from 10% literature sales 

and 90% from contribution. Information on the AAWS translation process was reviewed. The committee 
will ask the Grapevine to provide comparable sheet describing the  

process when someone wants to translate and use an AA Grapevine article or publication. 

 

TRUSTEES' COMMITTEE on INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS/REGIONAL FORUMS 

 233 members attended the East Central Additional Forum, August 10-12, 2012 in Mt. Vernon, Illi-

nois, including 117 first time attendees. 197 members attended the Pacific Regional Forum was held in Fair-

banks, Alaska, September 14-16, 2012 including 102 first time attendees. On Sunday morning, participants 

shared their love for AA and service followed by sharing from 3 past trustees from the Pacific Region.The 

committee reviewed and accepted the Board and staff schedule for participation at the 2013 Regional Fo-

rums. 

 The committee appointed a subcommittee to review the frequency of Regional Forums and make 

them more cost effective. The subcommittee will bring a report back to the February Board weekend in 

2013.The committee reviewed the proposed 2015 International Convention logo and made some sugges-

tions. The committee secretary was asked to bring back new samples to the February 2012 Board week-

end. 

 

TRUSTEES' COMMITTEE on LITERATURE 

 The subcommittee on the development of literature focused on spirituality requested a rough draft 

be prepared by the Publication Department as background for the February 2012 Board meeting. The com-

mittee agreed to forward the draft copy of the revised pamphlet "Circles of Love and Service" to the 2013 

Conference Committee on Literature. The committee agreed to forward the request to replace language in 

the second paragraph of the dust jacket of the 4th edition of Alcoholics Anonymous to the Conference 

Committee on Literature. The committee agreed to forward a request to change the wording in the pam-

phlet "Questions and Answers on Sponsorship" regarding "when newcomers resist the spiritual side of the 

program" to the Conference Committee on Literature. 

 

TRUSTEES' COMMITTEE on NOMINATING 

 The staff secretary reported that as requested by the trustee's Committee on Nominating that 

AAWS and AA Grapevine develop written policies on the solicitation, collection and maintenance of re-

sumes for non-trustee director and General Service Trustee candidates. The committee recommended to 
the GSB that the following describing the duties of the Chair of the GSB be approved and forwarded to the  

Conference Committee on Report and Charter for the inclusion in the AA  

Service Manual:  "Duties of the AA General Service Board Chairperson: The  chairperson of the General 

Service Board of AA presides over the trustees' meetings, co-chairs the General Service Conference, and  
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functions on behalf of the General Service Board between board meetings. The chair appoints members of 

the trustees' committees, subject to GSB approval, and is an ex-officio member of all trustees' committees. 

In addition to board meetings and the Conference, the chair participates in all Regional Forums and may 

participate in a number of other events." 

 The committee agreed to forward to AAWS the draft revision of "Procedure No. 9, Guidelines for 

Hiring General Manager GSO," and to forward to AA Grapevine, Inc. the draft revision of "Procedure No. 

10, Guidelines for Hiring Grapevine Executive Editor/Publisher," for their review and comments: written 

comments from each board, if any, to be returned to the Nominating secretary for review by the trustees' 

Committee on Nominating at their February 2013 meeting. The committee agreed to forward to the GSB 

the suggestion that the Board discuss the possibility of creating a trustees' Committee on the  

Grapevine. 

 The committee recommended to the GSB that the following language in item 9 of "Procedure No. 

2 Procedures for selecting Appointed Committee Members" which currently reads : "If a candidate is a past 

Conference delegate, he or she is not eligible until one year after rotation." BE CHANGED TO: "Should 

the applicant be a past General Service Conference delegate, he or she is not eligible to apply for the open-
ing until one year after his/her last Conference." 

 

TRUSTEES' COMMITTEE on PUBLIC INFORMATION 

 The activities of the PI desk included distribution of the Appointed Committee Member request, 

highlights of media inquiries and mailing of an Activity Report with requests for sharing on the Membership 

Survey and Tradition Eleven. The committee was shown a sample redesign for the PI Information Kit pack-

aging. 

 The committee reviewed with appreciation the report on GSO's AA website activity and the 

Grapevine/LaVina website activity that included a status report on the redesign of AA.org from the AAWS 

Board and the Grapevine Board for the 3rd quarter of 2012.The committee reviewed and accepted a re-

port from the subcommittee AA video PSAs and noted the selection of WestGlen Communication to dis-

tribute and track "Tengo Esperanza." The committee agreed to forward the report on AA video PSAs to 

the 2013 Conference Committee on PI. The report included the following suggestions:                               

 1) That the video PSAs "My World," "I thought," "Force of Nature," "Testimonials," and "We know What 

It's Like," remain relevant and useful for the time being and that "Living in Chaos" be retiree and            2) 

That one or more video PSAs be produced in calendar year 2013, using the current five "Young People's 

Videos." 

 The committee accepted the report of the subcommittee on a PI social media page, created in re-

sponse to the Additional Committee Consideration of t/he 2012 Conference Committee on PI and unani-

mously agreed with the subcommittee's conclusion that AAWS, GSO and the AA Grapevine/LaVina cannot 

establish a presence on Facebook in a manner consistent with the AA traditions. The committee discussed 

other approaches to communicate the availability of AA to alcoholics with special needs and noted that 

this demographic, along with others, is included in the Comprehensive Media Plan. 

 

TRUSTEES' COMMITTEE on FINANCE and BUDGET 

GSO's Financial Results:                                                 

 Gross profit from literature sales was $5,940,800 compared with $6,008,400 last year. Gross profit 

was $32,000 less than budgeted .Contributions for the first six months of the year were $4,679,400, which 

was $11,000 more than budgeted and $199,500 greater than budgeted for the period.Total revenue was 

$10,620,600, which is $21,000 less than budgeted and $131,800 more than the same period last year. Total 
operating expenses are $10,524,900 were $190,500 less than budgeted and $329,900 greater than the 

same period last year. Personnel costs were $2000 over budget but $194,500 more than last year. The ex-

cess of revenue over expenses of $95,766 compares to budgeted excess of $73,666 and $293,879 from 

last year. 
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 Adding gross profit from literature and contributions resulted in net revenue of $10,620,600, ap-

proximately $21,000 less than budgeted and $131,800 greater than at the same time last year. Total operat-

ing expenses for the period of $10,524,900, they were $194,500 greater than the same time period last 

year. 

 The committee heard a verbal report concerning the 2013 budget projections. Current expectations 

are that sales will be less than budgeted primarily due to a contribution decrease from WSM countries to 

the literature efforts. Current projections also state that expenses will be lower so that the bottom line will 

be approximately on budget. Work continues on the 2013 budget which currently projects a $400,000 loss 

which is a preliminary number not including funding projections from our Actuaries with new pension num-

bers and AAWS' discussion on possible price adjustments for the next year. The committee is also looking 

forward to hearing about digital (eBook) sales. 

Grapevine Financial Results:                                             

  Average circulation for the first six months was 89,800 compared with a budget of 91,700 and last 

year's average of 91,300 copies .Gross profit from the GV was $1,143,582, about $26,270 greater than 

budgeted. Magazine income was $28,000 greater than budgeted and direct costs were about $1670 greater 
than budgeted. Total Gross Profit of $1,441,249 was approximately $55,700 greater than budget $105,234 

more than last year. Total expense of $1,250,180 were approximately $118,875 less than budgeted and 

$137,800 less than last year. Net income is $202,869 for the period compared with $36,000 budgeted in-

come and $32,267 loss for the same time last year. 

 La Vina incurred a $80,062 loss approximately $3050 greater than budgeted and $31,500 more than 

the $48,550 loss for the first nine months last year. Average circulation for nine months of 9,130 was 150 

copies greater than budget and 150 copies greater than last year. The current expectations are that the 

2012 Grapevine net income is forecasted to be approximately $212,000. The Grapevine Board presented a 

provisional bottom line of an approximately $69,000 loss and a negative cash flow in the range of $125,000 

to $150,000. 

Reserve Fund:                                                            

 At 9/30/12 the Reserve Fund had a balance of $15,340,644. The fund is currently earning 1% and 

represents approximately 11.3 months of 2012 combined operating expenses budget. This concludes my 

report, looking forward to seeing all of you at PRAASA in Boise, Idaho. Again thank you so much for bless-

ing my life with your presence; I am a better man because of you. “My friend had emphasized the absolute 

necessity of demonstrating these principles in all my affairs. Particularly was it imperative to work with oth-

ers as he had worked with me. Faith without works was dead, he said. And how appallingly true for the al-

coholic! For if an alcoholic failed to perfect and enlarge his spiritual life through work and self-sacrifice for 

others, he could not survive the certain trials and low spots ahead. If he did not work, he would surely 

drink again, and if he drank, he would surely die. Then faith would be dead indeed. With us it just like that. 

 Most of us feel we need look no further for Utopia. We have it with us right here and now. Each day 

my friend’s simple talk in our kitchen multiplies itself in a widening circle of peace on earth and good will to 

men.” Excerpts from pgs.  14, 15 and 16; Bills Story, Alcoholics Anonymous. 

Take Care and God Bless,                                                 

Rod B.                                             

 Pacific Regional Trustee 
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